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God doesn’t need things to be perfect in order to act; 
God brings all things to perfection. 
 
The First Reading features the magnificent image of water flowing from the Jerusalem Temple. 
 
The water begins as a trickle, and then keeps rising, eventually becoming a torrent— 
like that great Johnny Cash song, “Five Feet High and Rising” (1959). 
 
According to the prophet Ezequiel, 
 

“He led me outside by the north gate, 
and around to the outer gate facing the east, 
where I saw water trickling from the right side. … 

He measured off a thousand cubits 
and had me wade through the water, 
which was ankle-deep.” 

 
That water becomes a river: 
 

“Once more he measured off a thousand, 
but there was now a river through which I could not wade; 
for the water had risen so high it had become a river 
that could not be crossed except by swimming.” 

 
God never stops working; the fulfillment of his plan cannot be stopped. 
 
In the First Reading, it’s not only the volume of the water that is significant; 
the water also makes even salt water fresh: 
 

“This water flows into the eastern district down upon the Arabah, 
and empties into the sea, the salt waters, which it makes fresh. 

Wherever the river flows, 
every sort of living creature that can multiply shall live, 
and there shall be abundant fish, 
for wherever this water comes the sea shall be made fresh.” 
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This is what God does in our lives and in the world: 
he constantly renews us. 
 
Even when we can’t perceive God’s presence, 
or when his power appears to be just a trickle, 
we can be confident that he is at work. 
 
The prophecy of Ezequiel helps us to see beyond our timeframe, 
and beyond our limited powers of perception. 
 
God is always at work in us. 
 
 
 


