
 

         January 11, 2026 

Dear Parish Family: 

 In the second chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, St Luke relates the Descent of the Holy Spirit and the 
first Baptismal Homily given by St Peter, followed by the baptism of 3,000 people. St Luke then describes the 
people’s response to the Church’s gift of the Divine Life.  ’And they devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching, to 
the communal life, to the Breaking of the Bread (the Holy Liturgy) and to the prayer. . . with rejoicing and sincere 
hearts . . .” 
 The Church’s goals are to proclaim the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and to call people to holiness by 
our shared worship and spiritual struggles. It is imperative for us to come together to worship and render thanks to 
God on a regular basis; there always seems to be a correlation between every aspect of our Christian life.  The quote 
from Acts makes clear that faithfulness and joy are necessary components of our communal life. 
 As you can see from our Balance Sheet and Income & Expense reports of our fiscal year ending September 
30, 2025, we parishioners of Holy Transfiguration have also remained faithful in our joyous giving to the church and 
its needs. Our offerings meet the goals of our ministry. Of note, the Diocesan Assessment is 11 percent of a parish’s 
gross income. This, along with the Pastoral Appeal, supports the Diocese’s activities. The Guardians account is 
used for our successful bookstore. 
 Over the coming year, we want to initiate a process to re-establish the Parish Advisory Councils based on 
the current Code of Canon Law for the Eastern Churches and the three-council setup outlined in the Eparchial 
Guidelines: the Property Council, Finance Council, and Parish Advisory Council. 

As we go forward in 2026, we shall methodically look at the needs of our community, both now and for our 
bright future. Together, we will continue our wonderful work. 

Father Mark 
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May 25, 2023 

 

Dear Parish Family, 

Christ is Among Us! 

As we celebrate the Resurrection and flowers bloom, our thoughts turn to planning the upcoming Food 
Festival, August 31st and September 1st. 

Thank you for all your hard work in 2023.  Improvements in our ordering and delivery helped make the 
process even smoother than in years past, resulting in another incredible Middle Eastern Food Festival! 

Butter has been rendered and baking and other preparation days are being scheduled and planned.  We 
will ALL need to pitch in with our time, treasure, and talent to make 2024’s Festival even better than 
before!! 

The festival is Holy Transfiguration’s most important fundraiser, raising money for expansion, 
improvements, and repairs for our church.  However, this is only one aspect of why we hold the festival 
each year. 

First, it brings us together as a parish family, preparing our spiritual home for thousands of guests.  
Preparation together gives us an opportunity to get to know one another better and allows us to contribute 
to the greater good and grow as a community. 

The festival also introduces the community to our Middle Eastern culture, history, and food, with special 
focus on one of the greatest features of our culture, HOSPITALITY.  We will introduce our home-made 
food, clothing, language, and folk-life to the outside community.   

Finally, and most importantly, the festival is our opportunity to introduce our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, and our way of worship, to all who come.  Many of our families were introduced to Holy 
Transfiguration and our Melkite faith through a festival.  Our hospitality, food, and love for one another 
that caused them to take a church tour, which compelled them to visit for a service.  There are many cases 
of conversion due to our food festival. 

In order to keep the tradition going, we must raise the money to pay the expenses necessary to put this 
year’s festival on. Last year’s festival cost over $65,000.  If we can raise that amount prior to this year’s 
festival, all our sales can go toward the maintenance and growth of our beloved church.   
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Jul - Sep 25 Oct '24 - Sep 25

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

40000 · Ordinary Collections 69,689.00 329,356.50
40100 · Candle Collections 1,959.00 10,107.00
40200 · Stole Collections 1,280.50 12,189.50
40700 · Fund Raising - Ladies Guild 689.22 38,764.80
40800 · Fund Raising - Festival 112,966.49 115,693.84
40900 · Memorial Fund 125.00 4,005.00
41000 · Interest Income 16,301.17 52,468.22
41100 · Fund Raising - Guardians 14,854.43 35,682.83
41300 · Religious Education Collections 410.00 1,155.00
41400 · Flower Collections 0.00 4,082.00
41800 · Diocesan Collections 1,198.00 3,113.00
41900 · ANNAPOLIS OUTREACH COLLECTIONS 2,099.00 7,602.00

Total Income 221,571.81 614,219.69

Expense
60000 · Salaries - Parish Priest 7,524.00 30,296.00
60300 · Part Time Employees 1,200.00 4,800.00
60400 · Bank Service Charges 80.00 275.75
60500 · Altar Supplies 1,243.98 8,958.06
60600 · Candle Supplies 1,200.27 7,440.20
60700 · Utilities 6,404.85 24,412.22
60800 · Repairs & Cleaning

60801 · CLEANING LADY 7,280.00 29,120.00
60800 · Repairs & Cleaning - Other 9,181.42 25,176.82

Total 60800 · Repairs & Cleaning 16,461.42 54,296.82

61000 · Office Supplies 1,453.68 6,586.95
61100 · Telephones 1,953.58 7,636.64
61200 · Household 1,844.27 5,308.44
61300 · Transportation 1,531.92 5,417.02
61400 · Religious Education & Orgs 2,851.78 10,296.03
61500 · Diocesan 2nd Collections 1,738.00 3,113.00
61600 · Dicesan Assesment 22,810.92 88,427.92
61700 · Computer and Internet Expenses 1,154.15 1,154.15
62200 · Insurance 618.20 17,598.06
62300 · Snow, Land, Refuse 2,375.68 29,277.30
62400 · Hall Banquet Supplies 1,364.15 4,487.94
62500 · Federal & State Taxes 564.26 4,650.26
627407 · LADIES GUILD FUND RAISING 15,833.27 39,748.67
627408 · FESTIVAL FUND RAISING 39,276.52 51,849.44
627411 · GUARDIAN FUND RAISING 8,765.17 28,462.37
627412 · ANNAPOLIS OUTREACH EXPENSES 0.00 1,000.00
62800 · Envelope System 358.34 1,246.05
62900 · Rodent Control 295.22 938.58
63000 · BANK SVC FEES 0.00 8.00
63300 · Insurance Expense 0.00 89.20
63400 · Interest Expense 52.37 52.37
66500 · Postage and Delivery 78.00 87.17
68100 · Telephone Expense 0.00 434.57

Total Expense 139,034.00 438,349.18

Net Ordinary Income 82,537.81 175,870.51

Net Income 82,537.81 175,870.51
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