
 
Mass Schedule 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 PM 
Sunday:  8:00 AM 
             10:00 AM  
             11:30 AM 
Sunday: 6:00 PM Regional Mass  
               at St. Barbara Parish 
Weekday: 7:45 AM (Mon. thru Fri.) 
Tuesday: 6:30 PM 
Confessions 
Saturdays: 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM 
Tuesdays: 5:15 PM – 6:15 PM 
     Anytime by appointment 

A Parish of the  
Diocese of Greensburg 

 

The First Sunday in Advent December 1, 2019 

Anointing of the Sick 
The sacrament is available during Confession hour and after each Mass per request. 
 

Sacrament of Matrimony 
Couples wishing to celebrate the Sacrament of Matrimony must contact a priest of the parish one year in advance of the wed-
ding. Diocesan regulations require that couples begin to work with the parish at least one year prior to a wedding. 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Families of our parish who wish to have their child baptized should call the parish office to register for Baptism Prep. Please 
call well in advance of birth of your child. 
 



Parish Office 
724-863-9550 

www.icirwin.org 
 

Parish Staff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor 
Fr. John Moineau 

icfatherjohn@gmail.com 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Roniel Bantugan Duenas 

rduenas@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

Business Manager 
Barbara Dubosky 

bdubosky@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

Director of Faith Formation 
Ginny McConnell 

gmcconnell@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

Regional Sr. Youth Ministry Coord. 
Susan Cheplic 

skcheplic@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

Director of Music Ministry 
Tyler Randolph 

trandolph@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

Handbell & Children’s Choir Dir. 
Brenda Osinski 

bosinski@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 
 

Queen of Angels 
Catholic School 

Principal of Queen of Angels School 
Sandra Stonebraker 

724-978-0144 
www.queenofangelssch.org 

 

Diocese of Greensburg 
www.dioceseofgreensburg.org 

 

Catholic Charities 
724-837-1840 

 

St. Vincent DePaul 
724-691-3711 

 

 

 

 

NOTES FROM THE PASTOR 
 

The Season of Advent -  Saint Charles Borromeo 
  
Peace Be with You!! This greeting that we use at the beginning of Mass and I use at the 
beginning of my homily rings so much more prophetic in the Advent Season. Wanting the 
fullness of life in union with God comes from the birth of Christ! These next few weeks, 
while the world rushes around in true pagan fashion you and I try so very hard to dispose 
our hearts to love of the true celebration. So Let us prepare well and meditate on the peace 
that comes in the birth of our Savior.  
 
This reflection on the meaning of the Christian Season of Advent, the time of preparation 
for the Coming of Jesus Christ, is an excerpt of a Pastoral Letter written by St. Charles Bor-
romeo, bishop of Milan, Italy, in the 16th Century.  It is incorporated into the Church's Of-
fice of Readings on Monday in the First Week of Advent with the accompanying biblical 
reading from Isaiah 1:21 - 2:5. 
 

B eloved, now is the acceptable time 
spoken of by the Spirit, the day of salva-
tion, peace and reconciliation: the great 
season of Advent. This is the time eagerly 
awaited by the patriarchs and prophets, the 
time that holy Simeon rejoiced at last to 
see. 
  
This is the season that the Church has al-
ways celebrated with special solemnity. 
We too should always observe it with faith 
and love, offering praise and thanksgiving 
to the Father for the mercy and love he has 
shown us in this mystery. In his infinite 
love for us, though we were sinners, he 
sent his only Son to free us from the tyran-
ny of Satan, to summon us to heaven, to 
welcome us into its innermost recesses, to 
show us truth itself, to train us in right 
conduct, to plant within us the seeds of 
virtue, to enrich us with the treasures of 
his grace, and to make us children of God 
and heirs of eternal life. 
 
Each year, as the Church recalls this mys-
tery, she urges us to renew the memory of 

the great love God has shown us. This holy season teaches us that Christ’s coming was not 
only for the benefit of his contemporaries; his power has still to be communicated to us all. We 
shall share his power, if, through holy faith and the sacraments, we willingly accept the grace 
Christ earned for us, and live by that grace and in obedience to Christ. 
 
The Church asks us to understand that Christ, who came once in the flesh, is prepared to come 
again. When we remove all obstacles to his presence he will come, at any hour and moment, to 
dwell spiritually in our hearts, bringing with him the riches of his grace. 
 
In her concern for our salvation, our loving mother the Church uses this holy season to teach us 
through hymns, canticles and other forms of expression, of voice or ritual, used by the Holy 
Spirit. She shows us how grateful we should be for so great a blessing, and how to gain its ben-
efit: our hearts should be as much prepared for the coming of Christ as if he were still to come 
into this world. The same lesson is given us for our imitation by the words and example of the 
holy men of the Old Testament. 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH IRWIN, PA 



THE FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT DECEMBER 1, 2019 

TWO DAY FESTIVAL IN HONOR OF OUR FEAST: 
 “THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION” 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2019 7:00 PM 

The Story of Saint Bernadette of Lourdes” 
Blessing with the Sacred Relic of Saint Bernadette 

 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2019 7:00 PM  

The Placement of the Relic of Saint Bernadette in the Altar of Sacrifice 
Sacred Mass in Honor of our Feast Day: “Immaculate Conception” 
Cake and Ice Cream Reception to follow in Mary’s Plaza 

 
Day One:  

 
The Story of Saint Bernadette of Soubrirous and the Appearance at Lourdes 
 Father John will give a presentation on the purpose of relics and the Life of Saint Bernadette and 
the proclamation of the Doctrine of the Immaculate Conception. 
 
Saint Bernadette Soubirous’ Story 
Bernadette Soubirous was born in 1844, the first child of an extremely poor miller in the town of 
Lourdes in southern France. The family was living in the basement of a dilapidated building when 
on February 11, 1858, the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to Bernadette in a cave above the banks 
of the Gave River near Lourdes. Bernadette, 14 years old, was known as a virtuous girl though a 
dull student who had not even made her first Holy Communion. In poor health, she had suffered 
from asthma from an early age. 
 
According to Bernadette, the Lady of her visions was a girl of 16 or 17 who wore a white robe 
with a blue sash. Yellow roses covered her feet, a large rosary was on her right arm. In the vision 
on March 25 she told Bernadette, “I am the Immaculate Conception.” It was only when the words 
were explained to her that Bernadette came to realize the lady was the Mother of God.  The visions 
help confirm the desire to officially declare Mary’s Immaculate Conception by Pope Pius IX in his 
Encyclical “Ineffabilis Deus”  Bernadette Soubirous was canonized in 1933. 

 
Presentation of the Sacred Relic and Blessing 
At the End of the presentation everyone present will have an opportunity to come forward and reverence the relic and be blessed while 
seeking a particular intention through Saint Bernadette’s intercession.  
 
Day Two: 
 
Celebration of the Feast with Sacred Mass 
 
The Celebration of the Holy Day Mass in honor of the Immaculate Conception 
 
A parish Feast day is special to the congregation to celebrate and attend Mass in honor of the pa-
tron Saint. For the parish on the corner of Second and Oak we honor Mary as the sinless virgin 
who would later conceive by the Holy Spirit the Son of God! Mary, herself, was declared “without 
sin” from the moment that she was conceived I her mother’s womb (Saint Ann) making her free 
from the sin of Adam. This gift was given by prevenient grace in preparation for her becoming the 
Mother of the Savior. 
 
Placement of the Relic in the Altar of Sacrifice 
 
The Sacred Relic of Saint Bernadette will be presented by the Christian Mother’s as a part of the 
offertory procession and placed in the Altar prior to the offering of the Gifts of Bread and Wine 
for the Mass. The practice of having a relic of the Saint (martyr) began in the time of the Early 
Church in the catacombs. Later relics of particular significance were used in the local parish 
churches. We chose a relic of Saint Bernadette because of her connection to the appearances of the Blessed Mother who, for the first 
time, announced herself as the “Immaculate Conception.”  
 
 
 



IMMACULATE CONCEPTION PARISH IRWIN, PA 

Sunday, December 1 
 8:00 Chuck & Johanna Cambruzzi (Toots) 
 10:00 Brian Quinn (Parents) 
 11:30 George & Margaret Tomasic (Family) 
Monday, December 2 
 7:45 Marie Proffitt (Ron & Ruth) 
Tuesday,  December 3 
 7:45 Joe Urabel (Family) 
 6:00 Michael & Mary Litzinger (Family) 
Wednesday, December 4 
 7:45  Norm Litterini (Pat, Norman & Vince) 
Thursday, December 5 
 7:45 Jerold Gesmond (Family) 
Friday, December 6 
 7:45 Thomas Byrnes (Family) 
Saturday,  December 7 
 8:00 Rick Borland (Family)  
 5:00 Our Parish Family 
Sunday,  December 8 
 8:00 Daniel Gombos (Family) 
 10:00 Dick Hensler (Family) 
 11:30 Manning, Francese, and White Families (Toots) 
 
Sanctuary Candle: In Memory of  William and Geraldine 
Coates by Daughters 
 

Easter Flame Candle: In Memory of Patr icia Keck 
 

Divine Mercy Candle: In Memory of Joseph Roitz by Family 
 

St. Peregrine Candle: In Memory of William Flynn by Family 
 
Advent Candles: In Memory of Joe, J inny & Bever ly Ott by 
Family 
 

Altar Candles for the month of December: In Memory of Ron 
Balcerek by Barb and Tracy.  
 
Sunday Readings 
    First Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah    2:1-5 
Romans    13:11-14 
Matthew   24:37-44 

    Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah    11:1-10 
Romans    15:4-9 
Matthew   3:1-12 

 
Prayers and Sympathy 
Please pray for the families of Joseph Safran and Rudolph Roitz 
who died recently.  May they rest in peace. 
 
Stewardship Corner: 
Our Time, Talent and Treasure are the gifts we share. 
Sunday Offertory 
The Week of November 17, 2019 ...............................$18,357.71 
 
Eucharistic Adoration is held every Tuesday star ting after  
7:45 am Mass and continuing all day until  6:15 pm; confessions 
(5:15-6:15 pm), and Mass (6:30 pm). There are special prayer 
booklets available containing Prayers for Vocations during 
adoration. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
 

 
Grades 3-6 – Faith Formation for Public School Students, 
Monday, December 9, 6:00 – 7:30 pm, Formation Center 

Grades 1 and 2 – Faith Formation for Public School Students, 
Saturday, December 14, 9:00 – 10:30 am, Second Floor of 
Formation Center 

7th Grade Faith Formation: Reminder  that there is NO 
CLASS on Monday December 2nd. The next class will be 
Monday, December 16th 6pm-7:30pm. 

8th Grade Faith Formation: Reminder  that there is NO 
CLASS on Monday December 2nd. The next class will be 
Monday, December 16th from 7:45 to 9pm. 

412 Youth- NO Meeting tonight, December 1st. Next 
regular meeting Sunday, December 8th from 6-8pm. Meet in the 
Youth Building at Queen of Angels. 

The Christian Mothers/Women's Guild will be having their 
Christmas Party on Sunday, December 8th after the 
11:30 Mass.  The Invitations were given out at the 
General Membership Meeting on Nov. 12th.  If you 
were not at the meeting you can get your invitation in 
the basket in the Hall of Memories.  If there is not one 
in there for you please call Kathy at 724-861-5730. 
 

Substance Addiction Ministry (SAM) 
A joint ministry of Immaculate Conception, St. Agnes 

&  
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Join us to pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet with and for our brothers 
and sisters afflicted or affected by addiction.  You are also invited 
to spend time with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament before or after 
prayer.  Tuesday, December 3 @ noon, Immaculate Conception 
Church (308 2nd Street, Irwin, PA).  Please contact Jennifer 
Macioce with any questions. Jenn.Macioce@gmail.com  or  412
-337-7455. 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers that made Burger Bash 
2019 successful.  We were blessed 
to have seasoned volunteers, first 
time volunteers, youth volunteers & 
all volunteers.   A special thanks to 
all those who supported & 
contributed to Burger Bash 2019.  
See you at Burger Bash 2020! 
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PITTSBURGH PENGUIN  
GAMES RAFFLE 

(A great Christmas gift)  
 

  Tickets will be available at $20.00 per ticket 
(2 Numbers per Ticket).   

Tickets also available from a seller and at the Parish    
Office.   Parish Office hours are 8:30 am-4:15 pm. 

    Winning Numbers taken from PA Lottery 3-digit drawing 
on  Sunday, December 15, 2019 

 
PACKAGE ONE WINNING NUMBER IS FROM THE  

PICK 3 DAY DRAWING 
 

PACKAGE TWO WINNING NUMBER IS FROM THE  
PICK 3 EVENING DRAWING 

 

EACH PACKAGE INCLUDES: 

  4 Tickets to Penguins vs Florida  
(Sunday, January 5, 2020– 7:00 PM) 

  4 Tickets to Penguins vs Ottawa  
(Sunday, January 19, 2020 – 7:00 PM) 

 
All seats are located in the  

Captain Morgan Club – Section  111     Row T    Seats 5-6-7-8 
Blue Line Seats – Double Attack End 

One Parking Pass plus $250 included with each package 

Queen of Angels School will be per-
forming an all school International 
Christmas Show on December 12th in 
the auditorium. Be sure to save the date, 
so you can come and hear our students 
sing in multiple languages, dance a tradi-
tional Filipino dance and be reminded of 
what the true meaning of the Christmas 
season is all about.  Fr. Roniel, from 
Immaculate Conception, will also be 
sharing his musical talents with us this 
evening.  We hope to see you there! 
Show starts at 6:30 PM and it is free to 

attend!  Please join us... any questions, please call the school of-
fice at 724-978-0144. 

QUEEN OF ANGELS CORNER PARISH NEWS (CONT’d) 

The tradition of the Oplatki originated 
in Poland during Early Christian 
times. This Christmas Custom began 
with a simple white wafer, baked from 
flour and water. The wafers are won-
derfully designed to display Christmas 
images, such as the Nativity.  
 

THE SYMBOLISM 
 The significance of the Oplatki Christmas wafer is in that it shad-
ows the Eucharistic meal that Catholics participate in at each 
Mass.  Just as we share in the Eucharist as one family in Christ 
and receive Christ’s love through the Eucharist, the Oplatki al-
lows for one’s immediate family to come together and share the 
love they have for one another.  This symbolism is deepened by 
the fact that the name of the town where Jesus Christ was born, 
Bethlehem, means "House of Bread," which makes the Oplatki 
tradition an especially beautiful way to celebrate the charity and 
unity so characteristic of the Christmas season. 
 
A SYMBOL OF FAMILY UNITY 
The Oplatki tradition is one that is easy, fun, and deeply meaning-
ful to introduce to the family anytime during the long Christmas 
season.  All it requires is a simple wafer paired with love and 
affection, and the willingness to share it.  This is a heartwarming 
tradition that will complete your family’s time together during the 
Christmas season. 
 

Oplatki are located in the Hall of Memories! 

AREA NEWS 

Dementia Friendly Faith Community is hosting a monthly 
support group for anyone caring for someone with dementia.  The 
support group meets the first Tuesday of the month, 6:30 pm, St. 
Agnes in Bertolina Room of the Old Convent.  The core team 
meeting for this ministry is held the first Friday of the month at 
1:00 pm at St. Agnes in the Bertolina Room of the Old Convent.  
(Please note that the core team meeting will be held December 
13th instead of December 6th.)  For more information contact 
Sandy Monier at 724-863-9621 or 
smonier@dioceseofgrensburg.org. 

Monthly Grief Support will be held at St. Agnes the second 
Wednesday of the month at 6:30pm.  This is in addition to the six-
week intensive grief support run in the spring and fall.  All are 
welcome to attend.  For more information contact, Sandy Monier 
at 724-863-9621 or smonier@dioceseofgrensburg.org.   

Lessons and Carols at Blessed Sacrament Cathedral 
Dec. 6.  The annual Lessons and Carols with Bishop Edward C. 
Malesic and the Diocesan and Blessed Sacrament Cathedral 
Choirs will be held Friday, Dec. 6 at 7 p.m. at the Cathedral. The 
evening features Scripture and song in preparation for Christ-
mas. Admission is free.   

Ancient Order of Hibernians Talk Dec. 10.  The Greens-
burg/Indiana St. Brendan Ancient Order of Hibernians will spon-
sor a talk by James Lamb, director of the Ireland Institute of Pitts-
burgh and honorary consul of Ireland, “Republic of Ireland and 
Northern Ireland in Light of Brexit,” Dec. 10 at 7 p.m. at Caritas 
Christi at the Sisters of Charity of Seton Hill. The talk is open to 
the public. For membership information, call 724-832-0482. 
 
“The Accent On-Air,” Magnificent Churches and Weddings, 
airs on WTAE-TV Sunday morning Dec. 1.  “The Accent On-
Air,” Magnificent Churches and Weddings, will air on WTAE-
TV, Channel 4, Sunday Dec. 1 at 11:30 a.m. In Mass at that time? 
Set your DVR, or watch the show on TheAccentOnline.org. The 
show also airs at 2:08 a.m. on Dec. 2, 4, 10, 12, 17 and 19. The 
show features Bishop Malesic talking about his ad limina trip and 
meeting with Pope Francis, marriage tips from couples celebrat-
ing their 50th anniversary, two couples who met at ChristLife, a 
Western Pa. cookie table recipe, magnificent churches, and the 
inspiring story of an Indiana County woman and the repurposing 
of wedding gowns for a merciful cause. 
 
 
 





PARISH GIVING TREE  
HELPING  

THE LEAST OF OUR 
NEIGHBORS 

 
 

A s, in the past,  the parish will be 
sponsoring a  giving tree project 

to help families of our parish to cope 
with the overwhelming expenses of 
the Christmas Season. These families 
have been identified as in need of fi-
nancial support in order to purchase 
gifts for their children and prepare a 
Christmas meal for the family.  
 
In the Spirit of the wise men, who 
brought gifts to the infant child Jesus 
to reveal his divinity, we ask you to 
help be the giver of gifts that will al-
low the spirit of the Christ Child to 
be alive in the hearts of the needy. 
You will find upon our humble tree 
tags that you may select to purchase 
Giant Eagle & Walmart gift cards 
with a variety of denominations. You 
may also purchase gift cards through 
Queen of Angels School. Forms are 
on the next page of this bulletin and 
some by the tree.  
 
This tree will be displayed in the Hall 
of Memories. I want to thank you in 
advance for serving in the spirit of 
the Jesus Creed.  
 
All gifts and monies need to be re-
turned to parish office no later than 
Tuesday,  December 10th. 



BE AN ANGEL TO THE SHUT-INS OF 

OUR PARISH  

FAMILY  

 Students in Grades 5 to 12!  

You are needed to help decorate cookies!  

 On 
Friday, December 6th  

3:00-6:00 pm in Our Lady's Plaza.   
  

You are also needed on  
Saturday, December 7th  

10:00 am-Noon in Our Lady's Plaza to pack 
gift bags.  

Come and help even if you can only stay for 1 
hour 

 
Adults are welcome and needed too! 

 

*************************************  
Won’t you and/or your family please volunteer 
to deliver a gift bag to a member of our parish 
who is unable to attend Mass with our Parish 
Family?   

The gift bags will be available for pick-up at 
Noon on Saturday, December 7th in Our Lady’s 
Plaza.     

If you are able to help with deliveries please 
call Ginny by Thursday, December 5th at the 
Parish Office, 724-863-9550 or her cell phone 
724-454-3873.  



T he four candles represent 
the four weeks of Ad-

vent. The progressive lighting 
of the candles symbolizes the 
expectation and hope sur-
rounding our Lord’s first 
coming into the world and the 
anticipation of His second 
coming to judge the living 
and the dead. 

 
The first candle symbolizes our hope which comes 
from God’s promises. 
 
The second candle reminds us to prepare for the Lord. 
 
The third candle represents the joy that Jesus brings to 
us. 
 
The fourth candle represents the love of the angels 
who announced the good news. 

 Advent Candles 
Why Pink and Purple? 
 
The main color of Advent is purple, similar to the col-
or for Lent. Purple is used to represent a season of pen-
ance and preparation, as Advent is for Christmas and 
Lent is for Easter.  
 
The three purple candles of Advent symbolize prayer, 
penance, and good works done in preparation for 
Christmas. The pink or rose colored candle is used on 
Gaudete Sunday to represent rejoicing. This marks the 
halfway point of Advent, and we rejoice as we come 
closer to Christmas. 

Even if we didn’t grow up with the tradition of the Advent Calendar at home, we’ve likely seen them around in 
the Christmas aisles in stores. Especially popular are the ones with a chocolate or candy surprise each day. This 
tradition started in the mid-19th century by German Protestants. Leading up to Christmas, the German Protestants 
would make chalk marks on doors or light candles to count the days leading up to Christmas.  
 
The creator of the traditional Advent calendar we see today was German Gerhard Lang. Inspired by an Advent 
Calendar his mom cut out for him from the newspaper, he created the cardboard cut-out with little doors that soon 
became popular in Germany. The tradition became popular in the United States after a picture of President Dwight 
Eisenhower’s children with their Advent calendar circulated in the newspapers. 

The Advent Calendar 


