Resources For Your Family The Year Ahead, 2019!
Looking for a way to renew your commitment
to growing in faith as a family for 2019?

St. Mark RE Happenings

Celebrate the New Year by Consecrating your
family to the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and
Joseph.
Join us for the 9:30 am Mass on Sunday, January
6th where families will have the opportunity to
consecrate themselves to the Holy Family for
the upcoming year.
We pray that Jesus, Mary, and Joseph may guide
all of our families this year ahead-that each domestic church may imitate the Holy Family in
glorifying God through their family.

Prayer for Consecration to
the Holy Family

RE Programs:
Kinder-5th Grade
Tuesdays from 4:005:30pm
RE Moms Group
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Upcoming Events
January 2019

Tuesdays from 4:105:20pm

_________________________

Sunday, January 13th
Family Faith Formation
10:00-11:45am, Hall

Sunday, January 6th
Lifeteen Resumes

Junior High Youth
Group

_________________________

Join us as we discuss “Creation”
and our response through the
“Care of Creation”

Tuesday, January 8th

_________________________

Wednesdays from 6:30

K-5 RE Spring Kickoff Mass

There will be no Confirmation Class on Sunday, January 13th !

6:30-8:00 pm, Parish Hall

-8:00pm

4:00 at Church, immediately followed by a family
social in the Parish Hall

High School Youth
Group
Sundays from 6:30-

_________________________
Wednesday, January 9th,

8:00pm

Junior High Resumes
__________________________

2nd Sunday of the

Saturday, January 12th

Month, 10:00-11:45am

K-12, Tuesdays from
4:00-5:30pm
Adults, Wednesdays
from 6:00-7:30pm
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA)
Wednesdays 6:008:00pm

_________________________

6:30-8:00 pm, Parish Hall

Family Faith Formation

Special Needs Ministry

In place of class there is a
confirmation service project
at Imago Dei on Saturday,
January 26th from 9-11 am.

Tuesday, January 1st

Catechist Training

Solemnity of Mary, the
Mother of God

8:30-10:00 am, Parish Hall

Tuesday, January 15th
RE Moms Group Resumes
4:10-5:20, Chapel
_________________________

__________________________

RE Volunteer Spotlight: Andrew & Kayla Lugo
Kayla & Andrew Lugo serve as a crucial part
of our Lifeteen Core Team. Kayla has been
apart of Lifeteen for the past three years and
Andrew has been apart of Lifeteen for the
past year. They witness the call of Marriage
as they were married at St. Mark last November and are expecting their first child this
coming April!
In addition to helping with Lifeteen both Kayla
and Andrew also serve as Eucharistic Ministers and have served on the
Welcome Giving Teams (Andrew for the 2018
Men's Weekend & Kayla for the 2019
Women's Weekend).

Kayla started helping with Lifeteen by responding to a bulletin announcement for
volunteers. She was looking to get more
involved in parish life and was inspired by her
own experiences as a teen in youth ministry,
After prayerful consideration, Andrew made
the decision to volunteer alongside his wife
last year
Outside of parish activities, Andrew works fulltime for a commercial electrical supply company and Kayla works for the University of
Arizona in the Office of Admissions. They
enjoy spending time with their two dogs,
cooking, and reading.
.

Thank you to both Kayla and Andrew for their
dedication to serving the teens of St. Mark.
Let’s pray for them as they prepare for baby
Lugo, coming this
Spring!
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An Update From Our RE Moms Group:

“Mary, Mother of Jesus,
give me your heart so
beautiful, so pure, so
immaculate, so full of
love and humility that I
may be able to receive
Jesus in the Bread of Life,
love Him as You loved
Him, and serve Him as
You served Him….”
-Mother Teresa

December marked another month
full of fun, faith-filled activities for the
St Mark Moms group as we prepared our hearts for the season of
Advent and the coming of our Savior!
During the month we learned the
history of St Nicholas and Our Lady
of Guadalupe and the traditions
associated with each. We were
blessed to be led by St Mark moms
Kristin Brandstaetter and Shelly
Baker who inspired our group to
celebrate the December feast days
and deepen our families faith!

really felt her presence in December,
and she has absolutely brought us
closer to her son.

Our Lady holds a special place in the
hearts of many in our group and we
were also fortunate to celebrate her
with a heartfelt rosary led by St Mark
mom, Imelda Blanchard. Our group

To festively close the year, we gathered for a fun Mom’s Night Out
evening to exchange cookies and our
“favorite things” while we enjoyed
great fellowship. It warmed and filled

Diaper Drive Update: A big THANK
YOU to all RE families who donated
to the Fall Diaper Drive led by St
Mark Mom, Andeen Arigoni. We are
thrilled to report we collected 995
diapers for the Gospel Rescue Mission to benefit mothers and children!!
Way to go!!

our hearts with the true Christmas
spirit!

Mary was a young Jewish girl that
was devoted to God. She was betrothed to Joseph when the Angel
Gabriel appeared to her asking her to
be the Mother of God. Her “fiat” was
her response to God as she despite
the weight of the call, gave her response:“let it be done unto me according to your word.”
Mary was given the title
ST.

MARK

RE

HAPPENINGS

“Theotokos” (which means Godbearer in Greek) in 431 at the
Council of Ephesus. Her role as
Mother of God encapsulates all of
the other Marian Dogmas we
believe. Mary was completely
pure, a virgin her entire life and
saved from the stain of Original
Sin. She is the holiest example of
humanity and her response to be
the Mother of God is a shining
example to us as we seek to
respond to God’s call in our daily
lives. Mary is an example of heroic virtue. Because of her yes,
Jesus was able to redeem us
making Mary a co-redemptrix.
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Our Lifeteen Group: Empowered to Serve
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Below: Teens are taught
the various roles of
liturgical ministry.

What's on your New Year's resolution
list for 2019? If it's to grow your
spiritual life, meet other Christcentered moms, and spend some
quiet time with God, come join the
Moms group on Tuesday afternoons. We are continuously taking
new moms!
Join us January 15 when we reconvene - Children are welcome to sit
with their mothers during the meeting
and childcare is provided for age 18
months and up. For questions
email amymdiaz@gmail.com or jen_
sacoman@yahoo.com. We can’t
wait to meet you!

There’s Something About Mary
As we begin this new year, we begin
with a major solemnity in our Church,
honoring Mary as the Mother of God.
Mary has huge role in the Church yet
many do not understand who she was
and why she is so important to us.

VOLUME

Mary is a vital part in Jesus’ work of redemption. There is much to celebrate as
we reflect on the role of Mary. As we dive
into 2019 let us ask for Mary’s guidance,
that we may be open and courageous to
respond to everything that God is calling
us to in this year ahead.
Mary, Mother of God, pray for us!

As you well know, our teens are the future of our Church. Six of our teens attended a Liturgical Leadership Conference this past summer called “One Bread, One Cup.” One of
the fruits that came as a result of the conference was the idea of getting our youth involved in liturgical leadership through a Mass completely facilitated by our teens. Our
Lifeteen has been studying the various aspects of the Mass this semester and additionally they have been trained to serve as Lectors, Sacristans, Mass Coordinators, Eucharistic
Ministers, Altar Servers, Ushers and Greeters.
Perhaps you were at a Mass where you saw a teen shadowing a liturgical minister, or even serving as a liturgical minister. The hope of our young people being involved is that
they may feel empowered to be a vibrant part of the Mass. We thank the parish for their support of this project, and look forward to having an ongoing monthly Mass facilitated
by our Lifeteen. If your teen would like to be involved in the Teen Mass or Lifeteen, contact Camryn Confortii via email at volunteers@stmarkov.com.

Left: Junior High celebrated the third week of
Advent and JOY through playing a series of
minute-to-win-it games.
Right: K-5 celebrated Jesus’ Birthday by singing
to baby Jesus and having cake!

