
thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven 
In this prayer, God has a Kingdom. We’ve churchified this word so much 
that we don’t even blink when we hear it. But, “kingdom” was a word 
that people used back in Jesus’ day all the time to talk about the 
political apparatus that ruled over them. 

If we were going to really translate this phrase into something that would have evoked 
the same feelings as it did two-thousand years ago we’d have to pray for God’s 
“government” to come. Or God’s political party. Or, God’s executive branch. Or, the 
bureaucracy of God.


We don’t usually have warm-and-fuzzy feelings about “government” or “politics” even 
if we fully agree with its direction and leadership. And, I have to tell you, neither did 
our ancient forebears. Especially in Jesus’ Israel which was under the thumb of 
Caesar’s Kingdom and the Kingship of Herod—who was installed by the Caesar and 
who was generally a brutal and godless person.


When Jesus prayed for the “Kingdom of God,” people would have looked up from 
their hymnals and bulletins with a startled gaze. The word “Kingdom” evoked the 
worst of humanity in those days—but Jesus was reclaiming the word. In fact, he was 
setting the Kingdom of God up and against every kind of earthly kingdom as a totally 
different kind of political entity. 


Jesus will, of course, talk at great length about this other Kingdom in which the last 
are first, and the first are last throughout this ministry.


Here he asks us to beckon for God’s Kingdom to come. Here.




coming soon to a world near you 

The second part of this petition is about God’s will happening here on earth, just like it 
happens in heaven. This is all about us asking God to refashion the earth into God’s 
image—into what God envisions the earth to be and look like.


On the night before Jesus is crucified we find him praying in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, agitated and upset. He’s pondering what’s about to happen to him, and 
he obviously doesn’t imagine it’s going to be easy or feel good. He prays an 
astonishing prayer: He asks God to take this “cup” away from him.


In other words he wants to have the cup of suffering removed from his plate. He 
doesn’t want to go through with it. He doesn’t want to be tortured. He doesn’t want to 
look down from the cross and see that nearly all of his followers have abandoned him.


But, then he adds to the prayer: But, not my will, but yours. 

In this astonishing moment, it’s as if Jesus remembers that it’s all about God’s Will. 
Even when it’s hard. Even when it’s horrible. Even when it’s the last thing on earth we 
want to do.


But, because it’s God’s will, Jesus knows, and we should know, that it won’t be 
horrible forever. In the end it will be glorious, because that is how God rolls.  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AS ABOVE SO BELOW 

This part of the prayer seems to be about refashioning earth to be like 
heaven—for this realm to become more and more like the heavenly 
realm. This certainly has far less to do with white robes, clouds, and 
harp music than it does about love, grace, forgiveness, and justice. 

The story of the Bible is that God created the universe just as God 
wanted it to be. In this universe God set a garden, and that garden 
was about as perfect as perfection gets.  

It was all good. 

Until it wasn’t. 

In the disobedience of Adam and Eve, God’s plan was dashed. All of a 
sudden things weren’t as they were supposed to be. The rest of the 
story of the Bible is about both the ramifications of this, and the 
correction of this. At the opposite end of the Bible, the end of the 
Revelation to John, we find the garden emerge again, and God’s vision 
for creation reclaimed. And, rather than this all happening somewhere 
else, it happens on earth, right where it all started. 

Part of the story of redemption is our role in reclaiming the world for 
the vision of God. We aren’t ultimately in charge of making it all 
happen, but we do have our own role in it. 

Praying for the vision of God to be manifest in our lives, our homes, 
our families, our parishes, our communities, our nation, and our world
—and then getting up off our knees and doing what we can to restore 
love, grace, forgiveness, and justice is the Christian life distilled. 

Praying for God’s Kingdom to come—here—is what we all so 
desperately need.


