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O P E N I N G  P R AY E R 

“His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted 
to us his precious and very great promises, that through these you may escape from the 
corruption that is in the world because of passion, and become partakers of the divine nature. 
For this very reason make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue 
with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and 
steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection 
with love. For if these things are yours and abound, they keep you from being ineffective or 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  —2 Peter 1:3-8

Almighty Father, we glorify you and thank you for the great gift of your Holy Spirit, by 
which you transform and sanctify us. Please help us to be ever more aware of the work 
of the Holy Spirit in our lives, that we may grow in faith, virtue, knowledge, self-control, 
steadfastness, godliness, brotherly affection, and love. Make us effective and fruitful witnesses 
in the world. We ask this in the name of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

St. Peter, pray for us.

I N T R O D U C T I O N

In the last session we watched as Peter’s faith was put to the test and he ended up denying 
Jesus three times. Thankfully, the story didn’t end there. Peter repented and met with the 
resurrected Jesus for a full reconcilliation. 

Before ascending into heaven, Jesus promised the Apostles that he would send “the promise 
of my Father” (Luke 24:49). Peter and other Apostles waited in Jerusalem, and, on the Feast 
of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit descended on them. In his Commentary on the Gospel of John, 
St. Cyril of Alexandria says,

“It can easily be shown from examples both in the Old Testament and the New that 
the Spirit changes those in whom he comes to dwell; he so transforms them that 
they begin to live a completely new kind of life.”  

Which of us, when considering past mistakes and failures, wouldn’t want a chance to live a 
“completely new kind of life” moving forward? After having denied Christ three times and 
then having hid for fear of the Jews, St. Peter likely had similar desires. Let’s take a look at 
what the transforming power of the Holy Spirit did in Peter’s life—and what he can do in ours.
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C o n n e C t
 

1. Who inspires you? Briefly share why this person inspires you. 

2. Think of a time when someone made a promise to you and kept it. How did you feel when the 
promise was fulfilled? How did it affect your relationship with the person who fulfilled the promise?  

3. Do you know the date of your baptism? What is something you could do to celebrate its         
anniversary?

WAT C H  V I D E O 
The following is a brief outline of the topics covered in the video teaching. 

I. Acts of the Apostles
A.  Literary genre: praxis (acts or deeds)—

the acts of great men build the  
city/civilization

B.  A new civilization is being built by the 
Apostles

II. Ascension
  A.  Elisha saw Elijah taken up into heaven 

and received double portion of his spirit
 B.  Apostles see Jesus ascend into heaven—

we can expect to see a double portion of 
the Spirit

 C. The Ascension wins the gift of Pentecost
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III. Office of Apostle
 A. Judas needs to be replaced

 B. Criteria: witness to the Resurrection
 C.  Cast lots to choose between two       

candidates 
  1.  1 Chronicles 24

2. Priestly office
 3.  Peter oversees as prime minister, 

standing in for the King

IV. Pentecost
 A. Jewish feast
 B. Temple vs. upper room
 C.  Jews have been waiting for the Spirit 

of God to return to the Temple since 
the rebuilding of the Temple in Ezra/       
Nehemiah

 D. Peter’s Homily
  1.  Peter goes back to the psalms of  

David to explain Jesus
 2.  We witness to the world; we catechize 

within the Church; everyone is called 
to witness

 3.  Repent, be baptized, and receive the 
Holy Spirit

 E. The Gift of the Father
  1.  The promise—the Holy Spirit);  

God will always give the Holy Spirit 
when we ask

 2.  Jesus is at the right hand of the 
Father to send the Spirit

 3.  Peter speaks with confidence before 
the Sanhedrin

  4.  Peter is bold; he has been 
transformed by the promise of the 
Father, the gift of the Holy Spirit   

Peter and Pentecost: The Transforming Power of the Holy Spirit
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D i s C u s s

1. What reasons does Dr. Gray give for the Apostles being in the Temple, rather than the upper
room, when the Holy Spirit descended at Pentecost?

2. In much of his teaching, Peter turns to the psalms of David to give a scriptural understanding
of Jesus. On Pentecost, Peter uses Psalms 16 and 132 to testify to Christ’s resurrection. If you had
to pick one psalm to help someone understand Jesus better, which would you pick? Why?

3. In Acts 1:12-26, Peter performs his first official duty as Jesus’ prime minister after the departure
of the king at Jesus’ ascension. What is the Old Testament background for the way Peter selects 
Judas’ replacement? What does this tell us about Peter’s understanding of the office of Apostle?
 

4. After Pentecost, Peter speaks and acts with a new boldness, speaking bravely about
Christ to the very people he had feared before the Crucifixion. Have you ever felt bold
when speaking about your faith? In what ways would you like to be bolder?

5. Before he ascends into heaven, Jesus says, “And behold, I send the promise of my
Father upon you; but stay in the city, until you are clothed with power from on high”
(Luke 24:49). What is the promise of the Father (see Luke 11:13.)? What does this teach us
about how we should pray and how God answers prayer?
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“In the mind of the first community, whose convictions Luke expresses, the Holy Spirit assumed the 
invisible—but in a certain way ‘perceptible’—guidance of those who after the departure of the Lord Jesus 
felt profoundly that they had been left orphans. With the coming of the Spirit they felt capable of fulfilling 
the mission entrusted to them. They felt full of strength. It is precisely this that the Holy Spirit worked in 
them and this is continually at work in the Church, through their successors. For the grace of the Holy Spirit 
which the Apostles gave to their collaborators through the imposition of hands continues to be transmitted 
in Episcopal Ordination. The bishops in turn by the Sacrament of Orders render the sacred ministers sharers 
in this spiritual gift and, through the Sacrament of Confirmation, ensure that all who are reborn of water and 
the Holy Spirit are strengthened by this gift. And thus, in a certain way, the grace of Pentecost is perpetuated 
in the Church.”— St. John Paul II in Dominum et Vivificantem, 25

Peter and Pentecost: The Transforming Power of the Holy Spirit

C L O S I N G  P R AY E R 

Lord God, thank you for not leaving us orphans, but for sending us the promise of the Holy 
Spirit. Please continue to help us grow in boldness as we witness to you. We pray that the power 
of the Holy Spirit will continue to transform us.

“Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and enkindle in them the fire of your love. 
Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created. And you shall renew the face of the earth. O 
God, you instructed the hearts of those who believed in you by the light of the Holy Spirit. 
Grant us in the same Spirit to be truly wise and ever to rejoice in his consolation: through Christ 
our Lord.” Amen.

St. Peter, pray for us. 

FOR FURTHER READING

Divinum Illud Munus
Encyclical of Pope Leo XIII on the Holy Spirit (1897)

Dominum et Vivificantem
Encyclical of St. John Paul II on Holy Spirit in the Life of the Church and the World (1986)

“Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having  
received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has 
poured out this which you see and hear.”     —Acts 2:33
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 C o m m i t – DAY 1
  Noble Deeds of Great Men

Children love fairy tales full of heroes and heroines slaying dragons and outwitting their adversaries. 
Even as adults, we’re drawn to stories of fantasy, super-heroes and average men and women doing 
extraordinary things. Heroes rising victoriously over great obstacles and adversaries gives us deep 
inspiration that we may take into our personal lives.   

Did you have a favorite hero growing up? Who are some of your personal heroes now?

The need for heroes is certainly not a new development in human history. We see evidence of 
it in the ancient world with the literary genre of praxis. The great philosopher Aristotle argued 
that the best way to learn anything from history is to learn from the noble deeds of great men. 
It is these deeds or acts—the praxis—of heroes that helped build civilization as we know it. 

St. Luke uses this literary genre to tell the earliest history of the Church in his second book, 
the Acts of the Apostles. Look up the following passages from the first part of Acts. What 
deeds or acts of the Apostles are recounted?

Acts 3:1-9 

Acts 4:5-13 

Acts 5:12-16 

Acts 5:17-20, 42 

Acts 8:14-17 

Based on these passages, how would you summarize the deeds of Peter and the other Apostles?
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Consider the following excerpts from another first-century book of praxis, The Deeds of the 
Divine Augustus, which accounts the great acts and accomplishments of Caesar Augustus.

“At the age of nineteen, on my own initiative and at my own expense, I raised an army, 
by means of which I restored liberty to the republic. Those who slew my father I drove into 
exile, punishing their deed by due process of law, and afterwards when they waged war 
upon the republic I twice defeated them in battle.” 

“I built the curia and the Chalcidicum adjoining it, the temple of Apollo on the Palatine 
with its porticoes, the temple of the deified Julius, the Lupercal, the portico at the Circus 
Flaminius…the state box at the Circus Maximus, the temples on the capitol of Jupiter    
Feretrius and Jupiter Tonans, the temple of Quirinus, the temples of Minerva, of Juno the 
Queen, and of Jupiter Libertas.”

“Three times in my own name I gave a show of gladiators, and five times in the name of 
my sons or grandsons; in these shows there fought about ten thousand men. Twice in my 
own name I furnished for the people an exhibition of athletes gathered from all parts of 
the world, and a third time in the name of my grandson.… I gave the people the spectacle 
of a naval battle beyond the Tiber.”

“I freed the sea from pirates. I extended the boundaries of all the provinces which were 
bordered by races not yet subject to our empire.”

Compare the deeds of Peter to the deeds of Augustus. How is Luke using a familiar literary genre to 
tell an alternate narrative?

If the deeds of great men built civilization, what kind of civilization is the Acts of the 
Apostles concerned with? What can we learn from the deeds recounted?
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The genre of praxis has been important throughout the entire history of the Church. Peter 
and the other Apostles would have grown up learning from the examples of the faithful 
heroes of Israel. Look at the following examples from the Old Testament that recount great 
deeds throughout salvation history. What are some of the deeds remembered?

Wisdom 10:1-21 

Sirach 44:1–49:16   

The book of 1 Maccabees tells us what we are to learn from recounting the deeds of those 
who have gone before us:  

“Remember the deeds of the fathers, which they did in their generations… and so observe, 
from generation to generation, that none who put their trust in him will lack strength.”  
           —1 Maccabees 2:51, 61

The deeds of others teach and inspire us in our faith.

The book of Hebrews also follows the great tradition of recounting the deeds of holy men and 
women. Read Hebrews 11:1-40. What deeds are recounted in this chapter?
Hebrews 11:1-40  

The lives of the saints, from the Scriptures and throughout the Church’s history, serve as 
a beautiful and widely varied model for living as faithful citizens of the City of God. By 
learning the stories and studying the deeds of these heroes and heroines of the faith, we are 
encouraged and inspired to be co-workers in building the civilization of the kingdom.

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race 
that is set before us.” —Hebrews 12:1

Do you have a patron saint? If so, what was it about his or her life that inspires you to “run 
with perseverance the race” that is set before you?
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 C o m m i t – DAY 2
 The Priestly Office of Apostle 

In our study of Peter we have examined several ways Peter took on a special role of leadership. In 
Matthew 16 we saw Jesus entrusting his kingdom, the Church, to Peter as a “prime minister.” Now 
Dr. Gray explains another way in which we see Peter acting out the authority he has been given.

After Jesus’ ascension, the first thing the Apostles do is choose a replacement for Judas. It is often 
assumed that the vacancy left by Judas needed to be filled because of the symbolism between the 
Twelve Apostles and the twelve tribes of Israel. While this symbolism is important, the reason 
the Apostles filled the vacant position is because the specific roles of the Apostles were not based 
on the men who filled them, but, the position itself. Just as every organization has a leadership 
structure, and every business a hierarchy of management, so every kingdom has its officials and 
ministers. The Davidic kingdom restored by Christ is no different. We have already seen the 
importance of the office of prime minister, occupied now by Peter. But the other Apostles also 
hold offices. They, too, are ministers of the kingdom. Jesus appointed Twelve, and now, with Judas 
gone, his office must be filled.

Two candidates were considered worthy to fill Judas’ office: Joseph, called Barsabbas, and Matthias. 
To decide between the two, Peter cast lots. To modern ears this may sound a lot like randomly 
flipping a coin, but there is an important Old Testament precedent for this method.

Read 1 Chronicles 23:24-32 and 24:1-19. Lots are cast to determine what kinds of duties? Who has 
the authority to oversee this process? 

Based on the background in 1 Chronicles 23 and 24, why do the Apostles cast lots to select the man who 
will fill Judas’ vacant office? Why does Peter oversee this process?

There are many parallels between the Old Testament office of priest and the New Testament office 
of Apostle. This Old Testament precedent sheds a great deal of light on the way Peter and the other 
Apostles understood their role.
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Read the following passages concerning priests in the Old Testament. What priestly duties are 
described in these passages?

Genesis 14:17-20

Leviticus 9:22 

Exodus 28:29-30 

Deuteronomy 33:8-10 

1 Samuel 12:18-23 

Compare the actions of priests in the Old Testament with the deeds of the Apostles recorded in 
Acts. What priestly duties are described in these passages?

Acts 2:42  

Acts 4:33-35   

Acts 6:1-6   

Acts 8:14-17  

What similarities do you see?

While Judas’ replacement is chosen with the casting of lots, after Pentecost the method of 
ordination changes from casting lots to the laying on of hands, as Acts recounts:

“And what they said pleased the whole multitude, and they chose Stephen, a man full 
of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, 
and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. These they set before the apostles, 
and they prayed and laid their hands upon them.” —Acts 6:5-6

Why the change?

In the Old Testament, there were two priesthoods, that of the Levites and that of the firstborn 
son (also referred to as the order of Melchizedek). When God’s people sinned by worshipping the 
golden calf during the Exodus, the Levites replaced the firstborn sons as priests of God’s people:

“Behold, I have taken the Levites from among the people of Israel instead of every first- 
born that opens the womb among the people of Israel. The Levites shall be mine.” —Numbers 3:12

The firstborn sons disqualified themselves as priests because they led the people in worshipping the 
golden calf. As a result, while the Old Covenant was in effect, the Levites would be priests.
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However, before the incident with the golden calf and the institution of the Levitical priesthood, it was 
the firstborn sons who were the priests of each family—and this priesthood was passed down when the 
father gave his blessing to his son before his death. Melchizedek blessed Abram, and Abram blessed 
Isaac, and Isaac blessed Jacob, and so on. Read Hebrews 5:5-10. What two roles does Hebrews emphasize 
regarding Jesus in the following verses?

Hebrews 5:5b, 8

Hebrews 5:6, 10
  
Jesus, the Son of God, is the “great high priest.” (Hebrews 4: 14). On the Cross, and in the life 
of the Trinity, Jesus offers himself to the Father in a gift of self-sacrificial love. Jesus is the 
model for the New Covenant priesthood. After Pentecost, ordination happens by the laying on of 
hands, because the New Covenant priesthood is not that of the Levitical order, but of the order of 
Melchizedek—the order of spiritual fatherhood and sonship.

Thus to this day ordination consists “...in the bishop’s imposition of hands on the head of the ordained and in the 
bishop’s specific consecratory prayer asking God for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and his gifts...” (CCC 1573)

Our bishops and priests follow in the footsteps of Peter and the other Apostles as priests of 
the New Covenant. Set aside time this week to pray for your bishop and your parish priest(s). 
Consider using the words of St. Gregory of Nazianz, who as a young priest described the 
priest’s call to holiness saying,

“We must begin by purifying ourselves before purifying others; we must be instructed 
to be able to instruct, become light to illuminate, draw close to God to bring him close 
to others, be sanctified to sanctify, lead by the hand and counsel prudently. I know 
whose ministers we are, where we find ourselves and to where we strive. I know God’s 
greatness and man’s weakness, but also his potential. [Who then is the priest? He is] the 
defender of truth, who stands with angels, gives glory with archangels, causes sacrifices 
to rise to the altar on high, shares Christ’s priesthood, refashions creation, restores it 
in God’s image, recreates it for the world on high and, even greater, is divinized and 
divinizes.” —St. Gregory of Nazianz, Oration [on the Priesthood]
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“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly a sound 
came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them. And 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance. Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under 
heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered, because each 
one heard them speaking in his own language. And they were amazed and wondered, saying, 
‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own 
native language? Par’thians and Medes and E’lamites and residents of Mesopota’mia, Judea and 
Cappado’cia, Pontus and Asia, Phryg’ia and Pamphyl’ia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging 
to Cyre’ne, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians, we hear them 
telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.’ And all were amazed and perplexed, saying 
to one another, ‘What does this mean?’” ——Acts 2:1-12 

C o m m i t – DAY 3
Give to God What Is God’s  

Before Jesus ascends into heaven, he instructs the Apostles to wait in Jerusalem to be “clothed 
with power.” He will go to the Father and send the promise of the Father to the Apostles. During 
the Jewish feast of Pentecost, the Apostles are in the Temple with crowds of pilgrims. This is the 
setting for the descent of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the Church. 

L E C T I O

The practice of praying with Scripture, Lectio Divina, begins with an active and close reading 
of the Scripture passage. Read Acts 2:1-12. (Our Lectio today will focus on the last half of 
the passage. Commit Day 5 will use art to focus on the first half of the passage.) Answer the 
questions to take a closer look at some of the details of the passage.

Go back through the passage and list the descriptions relating to the senses. What was seen? 
Heard? Felt? 



162

Peter and Pentecost: The Transforming Power of the Holy Spirit

How are the people “dwelling in Jerusalem” described? What different parts of the world or 
countries are listed as the locations from which the multitude has come to be in Jerusalem? 

How is the crowd’s reaction described? By what are they surprised?

M E D I TAT I O

Lectio., close reading and rereading, is followed by Meditatio, a time to reflect on the Scripture 
passage, to ponder the reason for particular events, descriptions, details, phrases, and even echoes 
from other Scripture passages that were noticed during Lectio. Take some time now to mediate on 
Acts 2:1-12. Here is a short reflection and some questions to help you get started.

Peter and the other Apostles grew up celebrating the Feast of Pentecost every year. For 
the last three years they had celebrated it together with Jesus. But this year would be 
different. Less than two weeks before they had seen Jesus ascend into heaven. Now they 
were following his instructions to wait in Jerusalem until being “clothed with power from 
on high.” 

As they are praying, their ears are filled with the sound of a strong rushing wind. We 
may wonder: Was this the same sound Noah heard as the waters of the Flood were dried 
up? Was this what Israel heard when God drove back the waters of the Red Sea to save 
them from Pharaoh’s army? Was this the sound that Solomon heard when the glory 
cloud of God’s presence descended and filled the first Temple? 

Peter looks around and sees tongues of flame resting above each of his companions. 
Could Peter feel the warmth of the fire hovering over him? Soon Peter, John, James, 
and the rest are speaking in foreign tongues. A crowd forms around them as the other 
worshippers realize they are hearing words in their native languages. The various 
languages, which often separated the pilgrims, are no barrier this day. The Church 
through her Apostles proclaims the great works of God so that all the nations hear. 
What wonder and joy must have filled the hearts of Peter and the Apostles as men and 
women of all the nations were baptized into the family of God this day.

The Jewish feast of Pentecost celebrated God’s gift of the Law on Mount Sinai. Look at Exodus 
19:16-20. How does what’s heard and seen at Pentecost recall the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai?
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Giving of Law on Mount Sinai Giving of the Spirit at Pentecost
What’s heard?

What’s seen?

While the Old Covenant Law showed God’s people what was right and good, it did not give 
the power to overcome sin and live according to God’s law. In Romans 8:1-10, how does Paul 
describe the power we have in the Spirit? How do you experience the power of the Spirit active 
in your own life? 

When St. Luke tells us in Acts 2:1-12 that peoples from “every nation” were present at Pentecost, 
he is not just reporting on the size and makeup of the crowd, but he is proclaiming the fulfillment 
of God’s promises. Read Genesis 12:3, Joel 2:28, and Isaiah 2:2-3. How is Pentecost the beginning 
fulfillment of God’s promises in these passages?

Genisis 12:3

Joel 2:28

Isaiah 2:2-3 

The crowd is filled with wonder and amazement at the Apostles’ proclamation being made in 
numerous languages. How does the gift of the Spirit heal the divisions suffered in Genesis 11:1-9? 
How does Paul describe our new unity in 1 Corinthians 12:13? How have you experienced the unity 
of the Spirit in your relationships with other Catholics/Christians?

   
“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the 
Spirit gave them utterance.” —Acts 2:4

With the descent of the Holy Spirit, Peter is filled with a new boldness and obediently opens his 
mouth to proclaim Christ to the crowds. May we also respond to the promptings of the Holy Spirit 
and be bold and eager witnesses to Christ.
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C o m m i t – DAY 4 
Repent AnD Be BAptizeD!

After the Holy Spirit descends on Peter and the others at Pentecost, Peter preaches his first public 
homily. In response, many who had come to Jerusalem for the Feast of Pentecost come to faith in 
Christ. St. Luke recounts the effect of Peter’s preaching on the crowd:

“Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 
apostles, ‘Brethren, what shall we do?’ And Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’” —Acts 2:37-38  

He tells us that they are “cut to the heart” when they hear Peter’s words. Their question, in         
response to the life-changing revelation that “God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus 
whom you crucified” (Acts 2:36), is both practical and heartfelt: “What now?” They recognize that 
if Jesus is Lord, then something has to change. Something must be done. The words Peter preaches 
aren’t abstract or theoretical—they directly impact the life of each person who accepts their truth. 
And so they ask, “What shall we do?”

Think of a time in your walk with God that you had to ask, “What now?” How did God use that 
moment to redirect your life? 

Echoing the words of John the Baptist and the message of Jesus himself, Peter’s first word in  
response to the crowd is. “Repent…” The first response, when confronted with our sinfulness and  
God’s goodness and love, is repentance of our sins. Look up these verses from Jesus and  
the Apostles’ preaching to see the significance of repentance:

Matthew 4:17   

Luke 13:3  

Acts 17:30 

2 Peter 3:9 

The gospel message of Jesus Christ isn’t only a call to turn “away” from sin; it is also a call to 
turn “to” something else—to new life in Christ. So Peter doesn’t end with “Repent…” but rather 
continues “…and be baptized.” Repentance and baptism go together. And together they provide 
the point of entrance into the Kingdom. Read the following passages. How is the importance of 
baptism and repentance communicated?
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Matthew 28:19 

Mark 16:15-16 

Luke 24:45-47 

John 3:5 

1 Peter 3:21 

Romans 6:4 

As the Catechism of the Catholic Church states:

“The fruit of Baptism, or baptismal grace, is a rich reality that includes forgiveness of 
original sin and all personal sins, birth into the new life by which man becomes an 
adoptive son of the Father, a member of Christ and a temple of the Holy Spirit. By this 
very fact the person baptized is incorporated into the Church, the Body of Christ, and 
made a sharer in the priesthood of Christ.” —CCC 1279

Why is baptism so important? Peter gives us the answer: “Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). 
It is at baptism that we receive the Holy Spirit, the promise of the Father. At our baptism God—
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—comes to dwell in the soul that they have cleansed from sin.

Peter gives us an example of just how dramatic the transformation can be when we receive the 
Holy Spirit. We may remember how in John 18:15-17, 25-27, Peter denies Jesus three times in quick 
succession. A few short weeks later, Peter is found boldly proclaiming Christ’s resurrection in front of 
the Jewish leaders (Acts 4:8-13). This new boldness is not a onetime event for Peter, but rather a new 
way of life. He will be arrested several times throughout his life. But despite threats and beatings, 
he does not cease to proclaim the gospel. St. Paul describes this transformation in 2 Corinthians 5:17: 
“Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new has 
come.” In baptism we too were born again of water and the Spirit, and we too are now a new creation.

Numerous mikva’ot (ritual baths) were located 
just outside the southern entrance to the Temple 
Mount, remains of which are still visible today. 
These baths were used to cleanse oneself before 
entering the Temple to bring an offering to the 
Lord. Acts 2:41 tells us that about 3,000 people 
were baptized on the day of Pentecost. The 
mikva’ot would have provided a perfect location 
for the baptism of such numbers.

Mikvaot Ruins at the Temple site in 
Jerusalem, photo © Augustine Institute
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In his Letter to the Colossians, Paul gives instruction about living a new life in Christ:

“If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God...you have put off the old nature with its 
practices and have put on the new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge 
after the image of its creator.” —Colossians 3:1, 9-10

Read the verses below, and then fill in the left column with the “things of earth” that God’s 
grace is putting to death in you, and fill in the right column with the “things that are above” 
that you are putting on in Christ. Choose one item in each column to focus on this week.

Things to “put off” Things to “put on”

“Put to death therefore what is earthly in 
you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil 
desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 
...But now put them all away: anger, wrath, 
malice, slander, and foul talk from your 
mouth.” —Colossians 3:5, 8

“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, 
holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, 
lowliness, meekness, and patience, 
forbearing one another and, if one has a 
complaint against another, forgiving each 
other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive. And above all these put 
on love, which binds everything together 
in perfect harmony. And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed 
you were called in the one body. And be 
thankful.” —Colossians 3:12-15
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   C o m m i t – DAY 5 
     tRuth AnD BeAutY

Pentecost, Jean Restout, 1732

Painted in the late 18th century, Restout’s Pentecost is a powerful presentation of the event           
recounted in the opening verses of the second chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. This enormous 
masterpiece measures some 15’ by 25’ and it once hung in the refectory of the Abbey of Saint-Denis 
outside Paris. The original work was even larger and contained an arched top portraying the Holy Spirit 
in the shape of a dove. Its seizure during the French Revolution, and subsequent moves, destroyed some 
of its width and the arched top.  

Acts 2:1 does not specifically identify who was present for this wondrous event, only mentioning 
that “they” were all together. But Acts 1:12-15, in its recounting of the events following Jesus’ 
ascension, gives us an indication of who was present at Pentecost. 

Who is mentioned in Acts 1:12-15?  

Who can be identified in the painting?  

Pentecost/ Erich Lessing / Art Resource, NY
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Looking at Restout’s painting, what are the various responses of Mary and the Apostles to what 
is happening? 

Let’s take a look as what the Scriptures say regarding the location of the Pentecost event.

According to Acts 1:12-13, where were the disciples gathered after their return from the Ascension? 

According to Acts 2:1, where were the disciples on the day of Pentecost?

According to Acts 2:46, where were the disciples often to be found?  

Scripture does not specifically identify the disciples’ location when the Holy Spirit descended 
upon them at Pentecost. Many artistic depictions of Pentecost put Mary and the Apostles in the 
“upper room,” which was identified in Acts 1 as their location after Jesus’ ascension. Restout has 
portrayed a “room” with a ceiling that has been blown open to reveal the heavens from where the 
mighty wind of Pentecost has originated. With the ceiling open to the heavens and Mary and the 
Apostles surrounded by colonnades on either side, Restout has placed the event of Pentecost in 
what appears to be an open courtyard or portico. 

Interestingly, the Temple Mount, on which the Temple stood, had a portico surrounding it. 
The Acts of the Apostles tells us that day by day the disciples were to be found at the Temple.         
Additionally, the Temple would have been a likely place for the disciples to be found for the    
Jewish feast of Pentecost. One can imagine in Restout’s painting that between the porticos, where 
one might expect to see the Temple building, Mary and the Apostles now appear. 

The Acts of the Apostles recounts the event of Pentecost:

“And suddenly a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled 
all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, 
distributed and resting on each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” —Acts 2:2-4
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How does Restout portray the sound from heaven and the way it “filled all the house”?

The rush of the mighty wind brings down the clouds of heaven to fill the “room” and distribute its 
fire. The glory cloud of God’s presence, which had never descended on Herod’s Temple (as it once 
had on Solomon’s Temple), appears now to descend on Mary and the Apostles. The Church was 
already replacing The Temple, which would be destroyed by Emperor Titus’ Roman Army less than a            
generation later. 
  
Restout portrays the event of Pentecost with all the drama described in Scripture. Rather than having 
the disciples sitting in the lower portion of the painting, Restout places them on various levels with 
Mary at the pinnacle, raising them to the heights of the buildings that surround them. The deep colors 
of the robes, the various expressions of the faces, the movements of bodies turning and reaching in 
various directions, all work to express the power by which the Holy Spirit is filling Jesus’ disciples. 
That power will soon be expressed in the preaching and miracles recounted in the Acts of the Apostles. 

The fire of the Holy Spirit changes each follower of Christ. The disciples who once fled at Jesus’ arrest 
will now proclaim the gospel message with boldness to the ends of the earth. We have been filled with 
this same Spirit in our baptism. We too have been changed, the stain of sin wiped away so that God’s 
presence now dwells in our souls. 

Take a moment to journal your ideas, questions, or insights about this lesson. Write down 
thoughts you had that may not have been mentioned here. List any personal applications you 
got from the lessons. What challenged you the most in the teachings? How might you turn what 
you’ve learned into specific action?


