
St. Joseph Catholic Church 
Milton, La. 70508 

 
 

November 12. 2020 
 
Dear Parishioners of St. Joseph,  
 
Please receive this as a personal letter to you send via email.  
 
As our area continues to battle the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, I was 
notified this afternoon that I have tested positive for the virus.  In 
accordance with the CDC guidelines and Diocese of Lafayette directives, I 
am self-quarantining, and will remain in quarantine until I am cleared to 
return to parish work, which includes of course the celebration of Mass. 
Daily Mass (Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday) is canceled for 
the upcoming week.  Please keep all of those who have been affected by 
the pandemic in your prayers.  
 
Currently I am feeling fine.  After the two big funerals I attended after 
Sunday, one being my brother's, I thought it would be a good idea to seek 
counsel from medical professionals and request a test.  No symptoms were 
noticed until late Wednesday night and again a few coughs Thursday 
morning.  These are very mild symptoms so I am praying tonight that things 
begin to improve.  
 
As you know I am very loyal to wearing the mask as directed by our bishop 
and I go through quite a lot of hand sanitizer and dial soap.  I even 
apologize daily that I must keep a certain distance, yet the virus is just that 
strong in finding a host.  
 
I do have a little team helping me out who have COVID-19 experience and 
excellent medical care, so all that I ask is the charity of your prayers and 
join me in praying for the repose of my sweet brother's soul, Bryan Joseph 
who died last Thursday.  I hope to show my gratitude after I recover.  



Currently I am not in need of anything material such as medication or food. 
All is being taken care of.  My only request is that you all work to stay in 
good health.  St. Joseph is going to be a strong parish once we all return! 
 
Sunday Mass remains as scheduled with the 4 PM anticipated Mass on 
Saturday, and 8 AM, 10:30 AM, and 5 PM Mass scheduled for Sunday with 
guest priests.  
 
Deacon Keith is available this weekend should you have any questions. He 
is seeing to it that I get plenty of rest and even a chance to properly grieve 
the loss of Bryan.  Please continue to practice social distancing in the 
pews, the wearing of face coverings in public buildings, and staying home if 
you are not feeling well.  Thank you and know that I am praying for you too! 
God’s love is unfailing.  
 
Fr. Schambough 
 
 
 


