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12/1/19 
 
Dear St. Joseph Parish Family, 
 
This Advent we are starting a capital campaign at St. Joseph Church. This campaign will raise 
money to support the capital improvements you've seen underway at St. Joe's during this past 
year. As the pastor of St. Joseph's, I wanted to send you this letter to make sure you have 
additional details on the improvements and the campaign itself. 
 
When I arrived at St. Joseph's in August of 2018 I saw the strength of this parish. I saw the 
dedication of the parishioners to their church community, and the incredible potential for growth 
and a deepening of that community. St. Joe's is truly a wonderful and unique parish, with a long 
and storied history. As your pastor, my goals over this past year have been to build on the 
potential of St. Joe's. Specifically, I want to grow the ministries here and foster a community able 
to expand and support them. My overarching goal is to build on the community already present, 
to deepen it and make St. Joe's a true spiritual home for our parishioners.  
 
As with every big initiative, I encountered challenges. The biggest challenge and the one I 
identified as most urgent was the critical condition of the parish's buildings– parts of the ceiling 
in the church were collapsing during Mass! A second challenge was a serious lack of ministry 
space. As some of you may already know, our parish only has two small rooms in the rectory 
basement that can be devoted to ministries, limiting our ability to grow.  
 
Therefore, all of the construction you've witnessed over the past year is aimed to address both 
these issues. Below is an overview of the projects we've conducted since my arrival. Please note 
that since our parish owns three buildings, I've listed the projects by building. 
 
1. The School Building:  
The school building is behind the church on Washington Place. It is currently leased from the 
parish by St. Joseph Academy, an independent private school. The school building is not 
watertight, which has led to many problems. During the summer of 2018, when I was preparing 
to come to St. Joseph's, I had to deal with collapsing ceilings in the classrooms of the school. I'm 
happy to report that we have successfully repaired those ceilings. This coming summer and the 
next one we will focus on repairing the school building's roof, replace it's failing skylights, and 
repoint and repair the exterior walls of the building. This project is being funded from a large 
bequest to the parish left a few years ago by Ms. Ruth Hill.  
 
2. The Rectory:  
The rectory is the building next to the church on 6th Avenue and it houses the parish offices, the 
sacristy, and the living space for the Dominican community serving St. Joseph's and NYU. Here 
are the recent projects related to the rectory: 
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 •Fr. Cuddy replaced the rectory roof in the summer of 2018. It was leaking and required 
a new roof. This project was funded through general parish operating and maintenance funds. 
 
 •The boilers in the rectory basement, which heat all three parish buildings, were leaking 
gas (they are powered by natural gas). They required extensive repairs. We repaired them in the 
Spring of 2019 using general parish operating and maintenance funds.  
 
 •We reconfigured the parish office space to create an office for our new DRE (Director of 
Religious Education), Mrs. Nicole Bogatz. She has helped organize and transform our children's 
religious education program (CCD), and will play a key role in helping new ministries start and 
grow in the parish. We funded this project with general parish funds. 
 
 •In 2020 we will upgrade the security in the rectory and church buildings. The current 
cameras are outdated and low resolution. We will install a modern camera system and improve 
the locks on the doors. We will use a code system on the doors so that people can have access 
to ministry space without the need for giving out keys. This project will be funded with general 
parish funds, or any surplus from this capital campaign. 
 
 •We are building a perpetual adoration chapel in the rectory basement in 2020. There 
currently is no perpetual adoration in Manhattan, and the Cardinal has desired one. The 
Archdiocese reached out to us about building one, and I thought it was a great idea. Every pastor 
of a parish with perpetual adoration has told me it was transformative for their parish, bringing 
great spiritual fruits. I want the same for us! The city that never sleeps should have a chapel that 
never closes. Since this project will serve the wider city and therefore bring people from all over 
the city to St. Joe's, we will be fundraising for this project outside of St. Joe's and as such won't 
be included as part of our capital campaign. Of course, if you would be interested in contributing 
to this project please know that your donation will be most appreciated.   
 
 •The rectory elevator is vintage 1954, when the rectory was built. Spare parts are no 
longer available for it. Further, since the city code is changing in 2020, it is not worth spending a 
large sum of money to make the current elevator compliant with the code changes. We thus have 
to replace the elevator. This project is a part of the capital campaign, and it will cost $160,000. 
 
3. The Church: 
You have seen all the construction in the church building, but here is an overview of what you've 
seen and what is planned. 
 
 •The new air-conditioning system and interior repair project was completed this Fall. 
The air conditioning replacement was planned over five years ago, and we've now finished it. In 
addition to working air conditioning, we've also repaired the interior of the church. The ceiling is 
no longer collapsing, the water damage has been repaired, and the whole interior structure is 
newly painted. This project was partially funded through money from a capital campaign held 
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about five years ago. Unfortunately, since the funds available were significantly less than the cost 
of the project, money from the Ruth Hill bequest covered the rest. 
 
 •The new confessional was completed a year ago. It has been very successful and 
fundamental to our parish life– we now offer confession every day of the week, a half hour before 
every Mass on the schedule. People have taken advantage of the new confessional– on Sundays 
there are lines to get in, and many more people are now able to experience God's mercy. This 
project was funded from general parish funds.  
 
 •The roof and facade repair are about to be completed. The cause of the interior damage 
in the church was that the roof was failing and the gutters on the church were rotted through. As 
a consequence, whenever it rains water runs right down the side of the church, which has caused 
the wood on the exterior of the windows to also be rotted through. All of this damage is currently 
being repaired. This project was funded by a generous parishioner who paid for this entire 
project.  
 
 •This January we will begin renovations in Casserly Hall, the church undercroft 
(basement). Currently there are serious code violations in that space, including significant fire 
code violations. We need to get the space up to code and repair its deterioration. Additionally, 
by creating a new parish hall we will have space to grow and expand ministries and community 
at St. Joe's. The project is a part of the capital campaign, and it will cost $540,000. 
 
Taken all together, the total cost of these projects is $7.1 million. Importantly, we have funded 
these projects with parish money– that is, we have received no money from the Archdiocese, or 
the Vatican, nor have way taken on any debt. Thus a key part of funding these projects is the 
capital campaign we are embarking on to raise $700,000. Specifically, these funds will cover 
the new rectory elevator and the renovation of Casserly Hall.  
 
The renovation of Casserly Hall and the new rectory elevator are critical to the growth and 
flourishing of our parish. The new rectory elevator and the Casserly Hall renovation will get us in 
compliance with new city regulations and provide disabled access to the whole property. When 
renovated, Casserly Hall will provide us with necessary space to host many new ministries, 
including talk series, retreats, bible studies, small groups, parish social events, etc. When 
completed we will rename Casserly Hall to McGuire Hall. Of course, we won't forget Fr. Casserly, 
but we will also honor Fr. McGuire.  
 
Concerning the details of the capital campaign, it begins today, the first Sunday of Advent, and 
we'll be accepting pledges throughout the Advent and Christmas Seasons. The pledge phase of 
the campaign ends with the Christmas Season on the Baptism of the Lord, January 12th. You can 
mail us your pledge cards, or place them in the box in the vestibule of the church. Pledges are 
due in six months, on the feast day of St. Boniface, June 5th. All donations are tax-deductible, 
and 100% of all money received goes to these projects. Nothing goes to the Archdiocese, or 
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anyone else. Also, I'm very happy to share that at the start of this campaign parishioners have 
already donated over $137,000. 
 
We have been fortunate to receive a rich heritage handed on to us by previous generations at St. 
Joseph. Our parish was founded in 1829, and the church was built in 1833. Now is our time to 
contribute to the history and legacy of St. Joseph Church. We are not only shoring up the 
physical buildings for another generation, but much more than that– we are serving God's plan 
for St. Joseph's and building up the community that serves us, our families, and the wider 
community and city. I have witnessed the Holy Spirit at work in our midst– God seeks the growth 
and flourishing of our parish, and I'm excited to see what He has planned for us. We can take part 
in God's plan through working together to build up our St. Joseph's church and community. This 
campaign is an opportunity to be a partner in the growth and flourishing of our community.  
 
We will see the benefits of our generosity quickly– both of the projects funded by this campaign 
will start in January, and thus you'll see the fruits of your giving by this summer. I look forward to 
celebrating the opening of the new McGuire Hall with you this summer! 
 
Please pray about how God is calling you to help your parish. Pray about what God is asking you 
to contribute, and please know that all gifts big or small will help us reach our goal. Together we 
can continue to build on the legacy handed on to us. Together we can see what good things God 
has in store for us. 
 
 
May God abundantly bless you, 
 
 
Fr. Boniface Endorf OP 
 
  
 


