
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear St. Joseph Church, 
 
Every year I forget about the popular tradition of the May crowning of the statue of our Blessed 
Mother Mary.  The reason:  It wasn’t a church tradition growing up for me.  Instead we crowned 
Mary at my elementary school, St. Ed’s in Eunice crowned Mary every year at our morning 
assembly.  There were no grocery stores for flowers, we asked our moms or grandmothers or 
next door neighbors for fresh cuttings from their yards. My mom grew two rose bushes for this 
purpose.  If we were desperate for flowers to bring to school when it was our turn, there were 
always the orange gully flowers. These day lilies grew alongside the drainage coulee near our 
house.  We’d wrap our flowers in wet paper towels and then again with plastic seran wrap. 
Most years though, our rose bushes were already in bloom and of course, my mom grew the 
roses with the most thorns and I felt them on the ride to school.  I was the happiest to get to 
school and crown Mary just to get those prickly thorns out of my hands.  The Marianite Sisters of 
Holy Cross, the few who were left led us in singing as we class took a turn every day in May.  O 
Mary we crown thee with Blossoms today, Queen of the Angels, Queen of the May.  We honor 
Mary with great love and respect and admiration every May.  Afterall, she is the Mother of God. 
We need her intercession.  What is your prayer? 
 
Crowning Mary Mother’s Day Weekend 
A small stone statue of our Blessed Mother has been placed to the right of the front entrance to 
Church.  This simple act of love towards Mary would be a great way to introduce our children 
and littles ones back to Church as you are social distancing.   If you can find a flower at home to 
cut or a nice bouquet, baskets are available for you to place and stay a moment and offer a Hail 
Mary, or Hail Holy Queen.  Our Blessed Mother will intercede.  We will place a crown upon her 
head at the 10:30 AM Mass. Come anytime Saturday or Sunday with your flower(s).  
 



Speaking of Mass, this weekend we will have Masses at 4 PM Saturday, 9 AM and 10:30 AM 
Sunday.  These masses will be outdoors.  This time, the altar will be set up either in front or in 
the gathering area (depending on the weather).  Bring your own chair.  Places to set up will be 
available on all three sides of the plaza area.  Communion will be distributed in front of the 
doors of Church.  Remember, I ask for about 12 feet of distancing between families.  6 feet 
when in line for communion.  
 
The Confession Schedule will be Saturdays from 3 PM to 3:30 PM or by appointment.  The 
temporary location for the confession as we start to make our way back into church with limited 
occupancy will be at the East side Exit door near the coulee.  There is NO handicap 
accessibility at this EXIT.  Please make an appointment with me for 3:30 PM. 
 
Daily Mass will continue outdoors this week on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday at 8:30 
AM.  
 
Monday we should hear word from our Governor on our next steps/date to get back into our 
church. As is certain, we continue to pray for the suffering while celebrating the joy of the 
gospel.  Our help is in the name of the Lord who saves. 
 
Fr. Schambough 
 
 


