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One of the biggest challenges of this pandemic is being advised not to take the hand of 
someone outside of our household. For some, it has meant not being able to hold the hand 
of a loved elder relative in a skilled care facility for months on end. There is something in us 
that knows this is not the way we as human beings are meant to live ordinarily.  
 
Naturally, when visiting my niece's young family, I am ever so careful to ask for the hands 
of the 3 and 5 year-olds before crossing a busy street. This basic human gesture, however, 
also has deep roots in our life of faith. 
  
Reflecting on recent parish Baptisms, the infants were carried to the font by their Mother, 
Father or Godparent. At Confirmation earlier this month, the candidates came before the 
Bishop under the guiding hands of their sponsors. At Ordination to Priesthood and to the 
Diaconate, Cardinal Dolan takes our hands into his as we promise respect and obedience to 
him and to his successors. In the Sacrament of Marriage, the vows are exchanged as the 
bride and groom hold each other’s right hand. And are not our sins absolved under the 
outstretched hands of the priest?  
 
Fortunately for us in our Catholic Christian Faith, we are part of the household of God and 
in communion with the Saints and Angels. In these uncertain times when we see cases of 
the virus rising around us, we want to continue safely coming to Church for those able, to 
go to school and to be able to celebrate Thanksgiving prudently. While we should avoid 
laxity in wise safety measures, please join me in placing our parish, our communities and 
each one of us into the hands of Our Blessed Mother Mary with a Memorare and by 
invoking Saint Joseph, Patron of the Universal Church: 

 
The Memorare 

 
Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that never was it known that anyone who fled to thy 
protection, implored thy help, or sought thine intercession was left unaided. 
 
Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto thee, O Virgin of virgins, my mother; to thee do I come, 
before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my 
petitions, but in thy mercy hear and answer me. Amen. 
 
Saint Joseph, pray for us. 


