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Jesus reminds his disciples that “where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I with 

them.” (Matthew 18:20). The Second Vatican Council also reminds us that Christ “is present in His 

word, since it is He Himself who speaks when the Holy Scriptures are read.” (Sacrosanctum concili-

um, 7). During these days where the health of our communities demands a period of social distanc-

ing, we must remain in strong spiritual communion. We encourage families to celebrate the Sunday 

Liturgy of the Word together with prayer and singing, with readings of the Word of God, and with 

preaching. We pray the Word of God may help nourish you in these days and for a safe return to 

our communal celebration of the Eucharistic Banquet.  

 

The Ministers for the Liturgy of the Word: 

As Baptized members of the Church, we all share in Christ’s priesthood. Any baptized Christian—

woman, man, child, adult—may serve in any of these ministerial roles. We encourage all members 

of the family to take ministerial roles.  
 

Presider: The presider for the Liturgy of the Word leads the prayers for all those who are gathered 

and reads the Gospel. The presider may also choose to preach or share a short reflection on the read-

ings for the day. A homily from Padre Bob is also provided.  
 

Lectors: Lectors proclaim the Word of God. You will need at least one lector to read the readings 

and the Prayers of the Faithful. You may wish to have each reading and the Prayers of the Faithful 

read by a different lector. If possible, the lectors should use a family Bible for the readings. We      

recommend using a bookmark to mark the First Reading, Second Reading, and the Gospel. You 

should read the Responsorial Psalm from this worship guide or sing the Responsorial Psalm using 

the music playlist provided.  
 

Celebrating the Liturgy of the Word: 

Postures: Your postures (sitting and standing) may parallel the Liturgy of the Word at Mass, but 

you should feel free to make adaptations that best suit your family.  
 

Music: Sunday is the Lord’s Day, and the Psalms remind us that “All that have life and breath, 

praise the Lord!” (Psalm 150:6) We have provided music selections that may be sung throughout the 

Liturgy of the Word. You can find a music playlist at bit.ly/lentIV (web address is case-sensitive). 
 

Arranging your home for the Liturgy of the Word: There are many ways you may set up your 

home for the Liturgy of the Word. You can set up a place of prominence where the readings will be 

read, or your family can all gather together in a circle in the living room. The most important thing 

is that you are arranged so that you can interact in prayer. 

http://bit.ly/lentIV
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Opening Rites 

All stand and sing the opening hymn. 

 

Opening Hymn I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presider: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All Reply: Amen. 
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Introduction to the Day and Opening Prayer 

 

Presider: Today, we celebrate the Fourth Sunday of Lent. We will hear about     

 David anointed king by the prophet Samuel;  We will hear the story of  

 Jesus healing a man blind from birth. These stories remind us about true 

 sight; God sees the lowly as his own, not as people he has forgotten. 

 While our own blindness may prevent us from seeing the dignity of  

 every human person, Jesus helps heal our blindness so that we can serve 

 the entire human family in love. This Sunday is also called “Laetare  

 Sunday,” which means “Rejoicing Sunday.” We are drawing nearer to 

 the celebration of Easter, the source of all Christian hope.  

  

 Let us pray… (all pause and pray silently for a moment) 

  

 O God, who through your Word reconcile the human race to yourself in 

 a wonderful way, grant, we pray, that the Christian people may hasten 

 toward the celebrations to come with great devotion and eager faith.   

 We ask this through Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 

 you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  

 

All Reply: Amen. 

 

All are seated for the readings from Sacred Scripture. 
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First Reading I Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a 

Lector:  A reading from the first book of Samuel. 

 The LORD said to Samuel: 

 “Fill your horn with oil, and be on your way. 

 I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, 

 for I have chosen my king from among his sons.” 

 As Jesse and his sons came to the sacrifice, 

 Samuel looked at Eliab and thought, 

 “Surely the LORD’s anointed is here before him.” 

 But the LORD said to Samuel: 

 “Do not judge from his appearance or from his lofty stature, 

 because I have rejected him. 

 Not as man sees does God see, 

 because man sees the appearance 

 but the LORD looks into the heart.” 

 In the same way Jesse presented seven sons before Samuel, 

 but Samuel said to Jesse, 

 “The LORD has not chosen any one of these.” 

 Then Samuel asked Jesse, 

 “Are these all the sons you have?” 

 Jesse replied, 

 “There is still the youngest, who is tending the sheep.” 

 Samuel said to Jesse, 

 “Send for him; 

 we will not begin the sacrificial banquet until he arrives here.” 

 Jesse sent and had the young man brought to them. 

 He was ruddy, a youth handsome to behold 

 and making a splendid appearance. 

 The LORD said, 

 “There—anoint him, for this is the one!” 

 Then Samuel, with the horn of oil in hand, 

 anointed David in the presence of his brothers; 

 and from that day on, the spirit of the LORD rushed upon David. 
 

 The Word of the Lord. 
 

All Reply: Thanks be to God.  
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Responsorial Psalm Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 
 

The Responsorial Psalm may either be sung using the music playlist or read, lead by a Lector,  

with all others replying.  

 

 

 

 

 

Lector: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

All Reply: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

 

Lector:  The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. In verdant pastures, he gives 

 me repose. Beside restful waters, he leads me; He refreshes my soul. 

 

All Reply: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

 

Lector: He guides me in right paths, for his name’s sake. 

 Even though I walk in the dark valley, I fear no evil; 

 For you are at my side with your rod and your staff that give me courage. 

 

All Reply: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

 

Lector:  You spread the table before me in the sight of my foes; 

 You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  

 

All Reply: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

 

Lector: Only goodness and kindness follow me all the days of my life; 

 And I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for years to come.  
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Second Reading Ephesians 5:8-14 

 

Lector:  A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians. 

 Brothers and sisters: 

 You were once darkness, 

 but now you are light in the Lord. 

 Live as children of light, 

 for light produces every kind of goodness 

 and righteousness and truth. 

 Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. 

 Take no part in the fruitless works of darkness; 

 rather expose them, for it is shameful even to mention 

 the things done by them in secret; 

 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 

 for everything that becomes visible is light. 

 Therefore, it says: 

  

 “Awake, O sleeper, 

 and arise from the dead, 

 and Christ will give you light.” 

  

 The Word of the Lord. 
 

All Reply: Thanks be to God.  

 

All stand for the proclamation of the Gospel. 

The Gospel Acclamation is either sung or omitted. 

 

Gospel Acclamation John 8:12 

  

 

 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
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Gospel   John 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 

Presider:  A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Saint John. 

All Reply: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Presider: As Jesus passed by he saw a man blind from birth. 

 He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva, 

 and smeared the clay on his eyes, and said to him, 

 “Go wash in the Pool of Siloam” — which means Sent —. 

 So he went and washed, and came back able to see. 

 His neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, 

 “Isn’t this the one who used to sit and beg?” 

 Some said, “It is, “ but others said, “No, he just looks like him.” 

 He said, “I am.” 

 They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees. 

 Now Jesus had made clay and opened his eyes on a sabbath. 

 So then the Pharisees also asked him how he was able to see. 

 He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed, and now I can 

 see.” So some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, 

 because he does not keep the sabbath.” 

 But others said, “How can a sinful man do such signs?” 

 And there was a division among them. 

 So they said to the blind man again, “What do you have to say about 

 him, since he opened your eyes?” 

 He said, “He is a prophet.” 

 They answered and said to him, “You were born totally in sin, 

 and are you trying to teach us?” Then they threw him out. 

 When Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, 

 he found him and said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 

 He answered and said, “Who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 

 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is 

 he.” He said, “I do believe, Lord,” and he worshiped him. 

 The Gospel of the Lord. 

All Reply: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

All are seated for the homily. 
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Homily    

For the homily, the presider may read this homily from Fr. Bob or preach their own homily based on the    

readings. After the homily, you may wish to spend a few moments speaking with each other about the readings 

and how they apply to your life. Children should be especially encouraged to share what they have learned 

from the Word of God. 

 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus encounters a man who was born blind. This man was not   

only physically unable to see but he also had to experience the darkness of isolation 

from his community. If being blind was not difficult enough, he was surrounded by 

people who even thought that his blindness was the result of sin and was a            

punishment for whatever the sin was.  

Jesus has compassion for the man – he touches him, smeared clay on his eyes, and 

said to him, “Go wash in the Pool of Siloam.” So he went and washed, and came back 

able to see.  

How easy it would have been for him to wallow in self-pity and hopelessness. How 

easy it would have been when Jesus told him to “wash in the pool of Siloam” to say, 

“Why? What difference will it make? How can this change anything?” Refusing to 

comply would be understandable, but the man born blind took the next step. He 

went, he washed, and he came back able to see. 

At this time in the midst of a worldwide Pandemic, we must resist the temptation to 

remain in self-pity and hopelessness. We may sense like the man born blind that life 

as we knew it over a month ago has changed to an atmosphere of darkness and       

isolation. We are encouraged to stay isolated from social contacts. Our schools, venues 

of entertainment, sports, restaurants and even our churches are closed to public    

gatherings. We are worried about our jobs, our financial investments, our children, 

our elderly relatives and friends, and our own health. 

What can we do in the midst of this darkness and isolation? I would suggest we do 

what the blind man did: go and wash in the pool of our faith. Even though the       

temporary suspension of public Masses is in effect – that does not mean we cannot 

live out our faith. We must for the time being nourish our spiritual life with devotions 

and practices we can do at home. We can in a real, tangible way make our homes the 

domestic church. Jesus tells us: “where two or three are gathered in my name, so am 

I.” We can gather as family to pray together, to read scripture together, to pray the       

Rosary or Stations of the Cross, to be more kind to each other and to spend more time 

together in sharing our fears and concerns. 
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There are many works of charity we can do: when going to the store, check with an 

elderly neighbor or single parent with children at home and ask if you can get           

anything for them while you are shopping. You might give blood where it might be 

needed. You might call someone who may be alone and ask how they are doing. You 

might make get well cards for hospital patients or happy cards for nursing home    

residents. You might call schools or food banks to volunteer to help with food-    

providing programs during this difficult time. You might have the means to donate 

money to food pantries. “What we do to the least of our brothers and sisters we do 

Jesus.” 

The sad news that all public Masses have been suspended beginning on Friday, 

March 20 until at least April 5th has saddened us all. Bishop Bradley said this was the 

“most difficult challenge and heart-wrenching decision I have faced, not only as a 

Bishop, but in my life as a priest.” Being unable to come to Mass and receive the Gift 

of the Eucharist is a huge sacrifice that we must make to protect the health and        

well-being of all those with whom we come in contact. While this restriction is       

temporary, our Faith life continues. We must stay strong.  

Bishop Bradley in his letter to the Diocese concluded with a statement from Pope 

Francis. “The Holy Spirit’s hope deep in our hearts rekindles the certainty that we 

are precious because we are loved. It instills the trust that we are not alone. It is a 

hope that leaves peace and joy within, irrespective of what happens outside. It is a 

hope that has strong roots that none of life’s storms can uproot.” 

In the darkness of the current situation, let us turn to the light of Christ who will bring 

us through the storm more united and with a greater faith.  
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Universal Prayer  

All stand for the Universal Prayer. 

Presider:  Confident that God hears us, let us offer our prayers to the Lord: 

Lector:  For the Church, that we may share the light of the Gospel with all who 

  struggle to recognize good from evil, truth from lies, and selfless love 

  from self-serving activity, let us pray to the Lord. 

All Reply:  Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  For world leaders and all government officials, that God may inspire their 

  minds and hearts to promote the well-being of all, especially the            

  vulnerable and powerless, let us pray to the Lord. 

All Reply:  Lord, hear our prayer.   

 

Lector:  For all working on the front lines of the coronavirus pandemic, that God 

  may give wisdom to those working to contain the virus, insight to those 

  searching for treatments, and strength to those caring for the sick, let us 

  pray to the Lord. 

All Reply:  Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  For our faith communities during this Lenten journey, that we may truly 

  live as children of light during this time of global crisis, willing to  

  cooperate and to sacrifice our own desires and needs for the good of  

  others, let us pray to the Lord.  

All Reply:  Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  For all who have died this week, that they may find everlasting happiness 

  in God’s kingdom of peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

All Reply:  Lord, hear our prayer.   
 

Lector:  For Elaine Gulas, Carol Knoll, Patricia Palkowski, Kyle Rzepka, and Doug 

  Weber remembered in a special way in our prayers today, that they may 

  enjoy the fullness of salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

All Reply:  Lord, hear our prayer.   

 

At this time, the presider may wish to invite all those gathered to offer their own prayer intentions. 
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Presider:  Luminous God, on the first day, you created light and allowed it to shine 

  over all creation. Help us to magnify that light and share that light and 

  follow that light as we struggle through the darkness of sin and death.  
 

  Grant this and all our prayers through Jesus Christ, the Light of the  

  World. 

 

All Reply:  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Presider:  At the Savior’s command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say: 

 

All :   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name; 

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread, and for forgive us our trespasses, 

  As we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

Presider: Deliver us, Lord we pray, from every evil, 

  Grant peace in our days, and protect us from all anxiety as we await 

  the joyful hope of the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

All:  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever. 

  Amen. 

 

The Concluding Prayer and Final Blessing 

 

Presider: Let us pray… (all pause and pray silently for a moment) 

 Look upon those you call to you, O Lord, and sustain the weak; give life 

 by your unfailing light to those who walk in the shadow of death, and 

 bring those rescued by your mercy from every evil to reach the highest 

 good. Through Christ our Lord. 

 

All Reply:  Amen. 
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Presider:  May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil, and lead us to eternal life.  

  (all make the Sign of the Cross) 

 

All Reply:  Amen. 

 

 

 

Concluding Hymn     He Healed the Darkness of my Mind 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Act of Spiritual Communion 

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love you above all things and I desire to receive you in my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, 

Come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace you as if you were already there 

And unite myself wholly to you.  

Never permit me to be separated from you. 

Amen 


