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Hello Parents of St. Anthony’s Catholic Church,


Thank you so much for being a part of our parish and youth ministry. We are thrilled that you are 
investing in your child’s formation & education and are so excited to work with you & your family this 
coming year. This packet includes information that you will need for the year.


Pope Francis tells us:


Young people are not meant to become discouraged; they are meant to dream great things, to 
seek vast horizons, to aim higher, to take on the world, to accept challenges and to offer the best 
of themselves to the building of something better (Christus Vivit) 

Youth ministry is important because our youth are important. The St. Anthony’s Youth Ministry Team 
desires to bring our young people closer to Christ and to encourage them to do what Pope Francis says 
they are meant to do. Ultimately, we want our young people to live in freedom and to love and serve the 
Lord.


The missions of SAY & JSAY are to bring our young people into an encounter and relationship with Christ 
so that they may pursue eternal life with Him. We do this by walking alongside them in relationships, 
teaching them how to pray & worship, and providing truths of the Catholic Church established by Jesus.


As parents, your role in your child’s faith life is infinitely more influential than ours could ever be. If there’s 
anything we can do to help you take the faith home, let us know. We also ask that you pray for our young 
people in SAY & JSAY, that they may be open to the ways the Lord wants to move in their hearts. We 
even want to encourage you to take a step further and participate in our youth program. We are still in 
need of Core Team members (small group leaders) to help co-lead Discipleship Groups and we would 
love for you to consider being part of our Parent Board.


We want to give you some insight into who we are as your St. Anthony’s Youth Ministry Team. Each of us 
work for Ablaze Ministries, a nonprofit organization that provides mentored, trained, and supported 
youth ministers to parishes. The Ablaze Ministries Bryan Office serves three parishes: St. Anthony’s in 
Bryan, St. Mary’s in Brenham, and St. Joseph’s in Bryan. We are dedicated to serving St. Anthony’s and 
are overjoyed to be participating in the formation of your children!


It’s very exciting to be able to create a youth program where your children can grow in faith & love, 
create lifelong community, and explore the mission Christ has put in each of their hearts. We would love 
to get to know each one of you and answer any questions you may have.


Thank you and God Bless,


Brian Baudoin	 	 	 	 Joshua Calhoun	 	 	 Maddy  Hammer

Director of Youth Ministry	 	 SAY Youth Minister	 	 	 JSAY Youth Minister

brian@ablaze.us	 	 	 joshua@ablaze.us	 	 	 madelyn@ablaze.us

301-661-2826	 	 	 	 979-997-9945	 	 	 	 316-347-9065


mailto:brian@ablaze.us
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St Anthony’s Youth Ministry Team:













Brian Baudoin / Director of Youth Ministry 

Bio: I was born in Maryland and I have been serving in ministry in Texas for 8 
years and am going into my fourth year serving as a missionary with Ablaze.I 
direct the overall vision of youth ministry, work with the parish leadership, and 
serve as a mentor to the middle school and high school youth ministers. It has 
been an incredible experience serving the youth at St. Anthony’s in this 
mission.

Joshua Calhoun / High School Youth Minister 

Bio: I'm in charge of the high school faith formation program (SAY - Saint 
Anthony's Youth) at St Anthony's. This will be my second year serving St 
Anthony's and my 7th year as an Ablaze Missionary. I am originally from Lake 
Jackson, TX (south of Houston), and I'm the oldest of 11 children. I'm looking 
forward to leading our Core Team (small group leaders) as they encourage 
your children to grow closer to Jesus this year!


Maddy Hammer / Middle School Youth Minister 

Bio: I was born and raised in Wichita, Kansas and recently moved to the south! 
This is my first year serving as an Ablaze missionary as well as the JSAY youth 
minister. Some of my favorite things are: sunflowers, cheesy jokes, long walks 
with my dog Zeus, spending time with friends and family! I am very excited to 
begin working as the JSAY youth minister! I am very much looking forward to 
serving your youth and getting to know everyone at St. Anthony’s!
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Goals for the Year 
We desire to do more than teach. Our personal goal is to offer every youth a true 
encounter with Jesus Christ and to cultivate an environment of discipleship. It is never 
too early (or too late) to encounter our Lord Jesus and to live a full life with Him.


Curriculum 
This year, both the Middle School (JSAY) and High School (SAY) programs will be 
covering the Sacraments. Through these programs, we hope to bring our youth a 
greater understanding of the Church’s teachings and how they apply to us today.


JSAY & SAY Programs 
This semester, JSAY and SAY will be taking different approaches to ministry. JSAY will 
continue to have youth groups Wednesday nights as before, the only exception is that 
they will be virtual / online. SAY on the other hand will be moving to a Discipleship 
model of ministry. Each ministry will also be meeting in person once a month (see 
calendars).


SAY - Due to Covid-19, the St Anthony's Faith Formation team has decided to 
transition SAY from a large group format to a Discipleship Group model of ministry. 


Discipleship Groups are simply small groups of youth (~5 to 8) led by two adult 
catechists. One beautiful aspect of this type of ministry is that each group leader is 
able to tailor the depth of the material to meet the needs of their youth, which is more 
difficult to do in a large group setting. The smaller groups also allow for the leaders to 
be more intentional in their relationships with each youth (i.e. they can know more 
about family, friends, needs, desires, personal struggles, etc.). Since we are doing 
Discipleship Groups, we are also making a few different times available to meet either 
online or in-person (socially distanced).


There will be 2 options available for Discipleship Groups to meet:

- Sundays between the hours of 5 - 8 PM

- Mondays between the hours of 5 - 8 PM


Each Discipleship Group is allowed to decide whether to meet online or in-person 
(socially distanced). All in-person meeting spaces must be pre-approved taking EIM 
and CDC standards into account. St Anthony's has also given us access to several 
rooms in the Faith Formation building to meet that will be sanitized after each meeting.




JSAY - At each youth night, we will preach about the Gospel of Jesus Christ, along 
with whatever our topic is for that week. There are a variety of types of youth nights we 
use in order to reach youth:


Teaching/Catechesis: These are the most common youth nights and when the 
base curriculum is taught. They typically involve a dynamic talk given by the 
youth minister, a core team member, or a guest speaker.


Issue/Pastoral: These youth nights look very similar to teaching nights. However,  
the topic of the night is not specified by the curriculum. Instead, issue nights are 
primarily about issues we face in our world today. These range anywhere from 
bullying to gay marriage to good/bad literature. We typically choose a topic 
recognized to be prevalent in the lives of your children.


Prayer: On these nights, we will be learning about different ways to pray, so that 
your children can discover how they prefer to communicate with God and how 
God may communicate with them. These nights will be carefully guided by the 
core team and the youth minister and may involve the Mass, the Rosary, 
Journaling, or Praise and Worship.


Social: Social nights are important for a variety of reasons, including bringing in 
youth who may not be open to their faith and building trust with youth so they 
are more willing to participate in small group. These nights are typically found at 
the beginning, middle, and end of the semester, but may vary depending on the 
curriculum and how many nights we have in a semester. Social nights are an 
important part of building a well-rounded person of faith, and is needed within 
our curriculum


COVID-19 Plan 
While much of our ministry will be done online, for our in-person ministry, we are still 
accounting for the necessary precautions regarding COVID-19 as we provide effective 
youth ministry. Our priority is to catechize our youth and bring them into an encounter 
with Christ while maintaining charity and obedience during this time.


● Masks will be required for all in-person meetings

● Social Distancing will be enforced as much as possible

● Cleaning guidelines will be followed




Attendance 
For those preparing for Confirmation, attendance is vital. According to Diocesan Policy, 
to be eligible for Confirmation Preparation, students must be in 10-12th Grade and 
have regularly attended faith formation 2 years prior to receiving the sacrament. For 
example: If a student would like to receive the sacrament of Confirmation in their 10th 
grade year, they must have an 70% or better attendance at SAY (or Catholic schooling) 
their 9th and 10th grade year. Students who fall below the 70% attendance point will 
not be able to count that year toward the Diocesan required 2 year prerequisite for 
Confirmation preparation and would thus not be eligible for Confirmation.


JSAY & SAY Fall Calendars 
Below are our schedules for Fall 2020. Dates are subject to change, but you will always 
know in advance if we move any youth nights around.




Events 
Every semester, Ablaze Ministries, and St Anthony’s offer a number of events for youth 
of all ages and levels of faith. Below is some information for some of these events. If 
you have any questions or would like to register for any events, please contact us!


Encounter

Join us for a night of adoration, praise & worship, a fantastic talk, and an opportunity to 
be prayed over by one of our prayer teams! This event is open to the whole parish, 
because we desire for your entire family to have a relationship with our Lord. It is 
always free and is typically held in the church. Dates and times TBD


Retreats 
Every semester, we offer a middle school and high school retreat for all parishes in the 
Brazos Valley. Our retreats are filled with prayer, teaching, and fun! Registration cost 
and theme will be announced closer to the retreat date.


Restored: Middle School (6th-8th) // November 7, 2020

Who: 6th-8th grade

What: Middle School Retreat

Where: Virtual with evening gathering

When: Saturday, November 7


Registration: Link will be sent as we get closer to registration

First 5 to sign up: There will be a prize!


JOY: High School (9th-12th) // November 14, 2020

Who: 9th-12th grade

What: High School Retreat

Where: Virtual with evening gathering (i.e. Mass and dinner)

Registration: Link will be sent as we get closer to registration


Camp BASIC

Camp BASIC is our annual summer camp available for all incoming 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grade students. This 5 day, 4 night camp offers a week of fun outdoor activities, 
including basketball, volleyball, swimming, canoeing, the BLOB, and more. We have 
talks given by dynamic speakers, praise and worship, dramas, and other faith-filled 
activities. This is a one-of-a-kind summer camp, and we hope to see your youth there! 
More information and registration will be available in the spring semester. 



Communication 
It is important to us that you are a part of our ministry. One way in which we do this is 
through communication. We want to keep you informed about our upcoming youth 
events and the curriculum your youth is learning. Below are the different forms of 
communication we use to keep you informed.


Flocknote 
Flocknote is an email/newsletter database that will be our primary means of 
communication with you. Every week, you will receive an email containing any 
announcements for upcoming events and any extra resources we might have for you 
that week. If you do not have an email, but you have a cell phone, these newsletters 
will be sent as a text message to your phone. If you do not have an email or a cell 
phone, or you do not sign up using the links below, you will not be able to receive 
these emails, which could mean loss of vital information for you. If you need 
accommodations to be made, please let us know. Otherwise, we will assume you have 
the information by other means. To sign up for Flocknote, visit the JSAY or SAY page 
on the St Anthony’s website. If you are not getting Flocknotes, be sure to add 
mail@flocknote.com to your contacts, as sometimes the e-mail can be marked as 
junk/spam mail since it comes from an e-mail list.  

Social Media 
We use Instagram to make announcements, share resources, post pictures from our

events and youth nights, and update you on what the youth program is up to. Follow 
us @say_bryan


Bulletin Announcements 
Bulletin announcements will be used for large events, such as retreats, service events, 
and area-wide events. Anything in a bulletin announcement will also be sent out in a 
Flocknote, so you should not be missing any information.


Monthly Parent Meeting 
Every month, St Anthony’s Faith Formation will be hosting a parent meeting (in the 
Gym) to discuss ministry for the following month and talk about how ministry has been 
going. These meetings will be Wednesday nights from 7-8 PM. Dates can be found on 
the JSAY and SAY calendars.




Resources 
Ablaze Ministries also has resources which can help bring the Catholic faith into your 
home. We hope it is something that you and your child may benefit from!


Beyond the Pew 
www.youtube.com/user/CCFMtx


Beyond the Pew is a vlog (video blog) for parents that discusses topics we cover at 
JSAY and SAY as well as ways to live out the faith as a family. Led by our directors of 
youth ministry, Beyond the Pew gives short, easy videos for you to watch and apply. 
Each semester series of Beyond the Pew focuses on a specific topic, typically chosen 
from issues faced in the world today and common issues you may come across while 
raising your children in the Catholic faith. This FREE resource is specifically for you, the 
parents, and is a great way to help you help your child grow in their relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Follow the URL above to get started!


Other Opportunities 

High School Leadership Team 
Once youth in our program have been Confirmed, they are given the opportunity to join 
the High School Leadership Team. We love to encourage our youth to lead, be creative, 
and be influential. This team allows them to do just that! We meet once every 2 weeks 
for Bible study and conversation that goes deeper than the typical SAY nights. This 
semester, we are going through the Gospel of Luke. We also give these youth the 
opportunity to volunteer during Middle School retreats by helping lead small groups, 
plan skits, and give talks. Contact our High School Youth Minister for more information.


Youth Mass Participation 
This year, we have been given the opportunity to start a Youth Mass at St Anthony’s! 
Once a month, the 10 AM Mass will be particularly devoted to our youth. The music 
and homily will be particularly directed towards them, and our youth will have the 
opportunity to serve at this Mass as lectors, altar servers, singers, and Extraordinary 
Ministers of Holy Communion (once they’ve been Confirmed). We are always striving to 
emphasize the importance of the Mass and our participation in it to encourage the 
youth to attend and make them feel a part of the community. If your child is interested 
in serving as a lector, altar server, singer, or EM please contact our team!




Forms 
Before our semester can begin, there are some policies and forms that we need you to 
fill out. Most of these forms can be filled out as part of the registration process on the 
St Anthony’s website.


Online Registration 
All of our registration is online. If you have already filled out a paper form, please also 
fill out our online form at https://www.saintanthonysfaithformation.org/registration


Consent Form 
Grants permission for your youth to attend JSAY & SAY youth nights and events and 
gives Ablaze Ministries the right to photograph and video record your youth to use, 
including the right to post or publish on the internet.


Online Consent Form (Junior High) 
Needed for students that will be participating in virtual ministry in JSAY. Gives students 
permission to attend online youth nights.  
 
COVID-19 In Person Ministry Permission Form 
Grants permission for individuals to attend any in person event such as: monthly 
gatherings, parent meetings, etc. We will need these for all parents and youth hoping to 
attend in-person events.


Medical Release 
With so many events happening within a semester, keeping track of who has and 
hasn’t signed a medical release can be kind of crazy. Signing one now takes care of 
the entire fall and spring semester events.




Volunteers 

Core Team: Small Group Leaders / Discipleship Group Leaders 
Every youth night, our team has a mission: To bring youth into a personal encounter 
with our Lord. We have seen the Lord work in abundant ways, specifically though the 
core team. We are looking for people who are open to the Lord's guidance and have a 
desire to grow in relationship with our youth. Our team is committed to coming to every 
youth night and core team training (which we have about once a month) to continue to 
form ourselves in community, prayer, and leadership. From my experience, this time 
allows our team to become friends and know our Lord more.


JSAY Core Team commitments include:

- Weekly Youth Nights on Wednesdays

- Monthly Core Team Trainings

- Monthly Parent Meetings at St Anthony’s

- Helping with the retreat


SAY Core Team commitments include:

- Weekly Discipleship Group on Sundays or Mondays

- Weekly / biweekly meeting

- Monthly Parent Meetings at St Anthony’s

- Monthly Core Team Trainings

- Helping with the retreat


If you or someone you know is interested in joining one of our Core Teams, please 
contact either Maddy (JSAY) or Joshua (SAY). Contact info can be found on page 2


