
Board of Education 2021 SAMPLE Ballot   
The Board of Education oversees the entire parish educational programs, both the Religious Education Program and the School, to  

assure that our parish’s educational mission and goals are implemented.  
 It is a policy-making organization whose decisions are advisory to the Pastor.   

 

To  Vote in this election you must be:      •18 Years of age or older and  

      •A registered parishioner of St. Michael’s Church.  

 ~You will Vote for Six~ 

Jenni Gibbs 
Greetings! I am Jenni Gibbs, St. Michaels’ school parent and full-time working mother, trying every day just to do the best of 

my kids. I am passionate about the spiritual, personal, and educational growth that a Catholic education has provided my 

daughters. I have witnessed these benefits and how they have supported my girls through all the trying and joyful challenges 

in front of them as children. I would be honored to represent the busy family, in serving the church and school, as a member 

of St. Michaels’ school board.  
 
 
 

 
 

Katie Graham 
My name is Katie Graham.   I am an active member of St Michaels church and School. I have lives in Grand fork most of my life.  I at-

tended St Mary’s here in Grand Forks for Grade school and Sacred Heart for Junior High and High School.  My husband and I have 3 

daughters, our oldest has graduated St Michaels and is on to Sacred Heart, our younger two are still in attendance here in 1st and 3rd 

Grades.  I would be honored to be part of St Michaels Board of education as my family greatly appreciates and realizes the importance of 

a faith-based education.  We are in an everchanging world and there are some core principals that we hold true in our family that are 

reinforced every day here at school.  It would be an honor to be a part of the Board of Education here at St. Michael’s and help continue 

the Tradition of Catholic Education.  

 

Stacy Johnston 
My name is Stacy Johnston.  I graduated from East Grand Forks Senior High and have been a registered nurse in our community for 
approximately 9 years, where I have helped to deliver many babies! Nursing is my passion, as is women’s and children’s health.  I hope 
to obtain my NP and specialize in women’s health.   I am married to my high school sweetheart, and together we have three sons:  Gage 
(14), Braden (10), and Cooper (6).  We fell in love with St. Michaels the year we enrolled Braden into preschool here.  Everyone seemed 
to know me, my husband, and my two other children right away.  I have never been a part of a community that has felt some welcom-
ing.  This parish, school, and church feel like home to us.  The year after Braden enrolled in preschool, we enrolled both Braden and 
Gage into school at St. Mikes, and our family have been members ever since.  We are so lucky to have found this great community, 

amongst people who feel like family.  I would love to serve on the Board for St. Michael’s so I can help give back to the school, church, and family that we 
love so much. 

 

Becky Kaiser 
Hi, I'm Becky Kaiser. My husband, Jim, and I have been blessed to a part of St. Michael's Parish and School for the past 11 years.  We 
have 4 children. 2 children are St. Michael's graduates, and a current 4th grader and Kindergartner. I have great respect and admiration 
for those involved in the St. Michael's community and firmly believe in educating the whole child, both spiritually and  
academically. I currently serve on the Board of Education and would feel honored to serve another term. I feel it is a privilege as a board 
member to support the needs of the school and administration and its commitment to a strong faith-based quality education. 

 

 

Dean Kuhns 
I am a graduate of Totino-Grace High School, a Catholic Lasallian high school located in Fridley, Minnesota. I deeply value my educa-
tional experience there, witnessing first-hand how core curriculum learning concepts connect with learning about my faith, engaging with 
the community and developing virtues and values that continue to guide me today.  I have a passion for education and have lived out a 
commitment to serving kids and my community through the years. 
My wife Jenny and I have 5 children, ranging in age from 7 to 26 years old. My daughter Cecelia is a 3rd generation St Michael’s student, 

following in the footsteps of her mother and grandfather. Together, we own the Northend Dairy Queen and have run it as a family since 2016. I also work for 
Alerus Financial as a Small Business Loan Underwriter and for the past year I have been serving on the Grand Forks Public Schools facility task force. 
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Jennifer Loraas 
My name is Jennifer Loraas. My husband Jason and I have been parishioners of St Michael’s Church for over 10 years. 

We have 4 children, 3 attending St. Michael’s school, and 1 at Sacred Heart. I have enjoyed my time on the Board for 

the last three years and would like the opportunity to continue for another term. Having a more in-depth involvement in 

our children’s Catholic education is something I feel passionate about. I look forward to serving the school community 

through my participation on the Board. 

 

 

Rebecca Osowski 
Hi, my name is Rebecca Osowski, and I would be honored to serve on the board of education.   
I am the mother of 3 beautiful girls, who have been attending St. Michael’s school for the past 2 years.  I was born and raised in Grand 
Forks and attended religious education through St. Michael’s.  I feel strongly about raising my children in the catholic faith and blessed 
that they have the opportunity to receive a boundless education while also, learning about God and Jesus Christ at St. Michael's 
school.   
I am interested in serving on the board of education because I feel strongly about continuing the traditional catholic school principals 

and priorities.  I feel with the current state of this country there is nothing more important than insuring our children are being taught about God while 
receiving an accomplished education.   

 

Meghan Stegman 
My name is Meghan (Dempsey) Stegman and I am running for a position on the Board Of Education for St. Michael’s.  
I have served on the Board for most of this school year and enjoy being involved. I am a Grand Forks native who went to St. Michael’s 
Catholic School and then on to Sacred Heart. Catholic education has been an important part of my life. My family have been parishion-
ers of St. Michael’s for over 25 years. My husband and I currently have a daughter at St. Michael’s and will have a son in preschool 
next year. 
When you walk into St. Michael’s School or Church you immediately feel a deep sense of close-knit community and faith. It feels like 
home. I want to continue serving on the board to help support teachers, staff, and families of St. Michael’s, so we can continue this 

great gift of Catholic education for years to come. 
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Parish Council SAMPLE Ballot 
The Council is a representative group of parishioners that serve as a consultative body to the Pastor on matters of importance to the Parish 

Community.  Designed to help the Parish choose how best to respond to the Gospel message, the Council is charged with keeping the mission 
and vision of the Parish.  It is designed to be selective in its focus, discerning in style, and deliberately prayerful in spirituality. 

To  Vote in this election you must be:      •18 Years of age or older and  

                    •A registered parishioner of St. Michael’s Church.  

  ~You will Vote for Three~ 

Tim Brooke 

Hello, my name is Tim Brooke. You may recognize me as the father running up and down the aisle during Mass, 

chasing my 2-year-old red headed son, Charlie. My wife and I have been members at St. Michael’s parish for the 

past 5 years. I graduated from the University of North Dakota in 2015. During my time at UND, I was a volunteer 

catechist for St. Michael’s high school youth group for four years. I graduated from UND with a teaching degree, 

and I have been teaching high school theology and social studies classes at Sacred Heart School in East Grand 

Forks for the past five years. I coach football, junior high girls’ basketball, track, and drive bus for Sacred Heart. I 

am also the Campus Minister for Sacred Heart high school. As you can see, I have a passion for Catholic educa-

tion, the Catholic faith and youth ministry. This year I volunteered to help lead the St. Michael’s youth group. As a 

parish council member, I would be dedicated to find ways to help bring more people, especially the youth, into the 

St. Michael’s community.  
 

 

 

 

Janet Burns 

My name is Janet Burns, and I am a longtime resident of Grand Forks.  I am employed full-time as an Adminis-

trative Assistant II at Northeast Human Service Zone.  My family consists of my husband, Chris, and our two 

daughters:  Erin, age 28, and Allison, age 24, both of whom reside in Fargo, ND.  Chris and I have been mem-

bers of St. Michael’s Church since we were married here in a beautiful ceremony on February 8, 1991.  Our 

children attended religious education classes at St. Michael’s and received their sacraments at St. Michael’s. In 

my leisure time, I enjoy walking outdoors, working in my yard, and spending time with my loved ones. 

Our church community is very important to me and my family and we have always welcomed any opportunity 

to be of service to St. Michael’s.  I taught religious education classes for five years and was an assistant in the 

religious education classrooms for three years.   I served on the planning committee to help beautify and re-

model our handicap entrance, a project that was especially important to me as my late mother, a member of St. Michael’s, was confined to a 

wheelchair.   I also have been a member of the decorating committees for the annual Christmas dinner and have served on the planning com-

mittee for two years for the annual gala.  Chris and I are both 5:00 p.m. Saturday Mass greeters and our family has volunteered at the Fall 

dinners. My church work brings me great joy and 1 Peter 4:10 truly speaks to me where it is written, “Each of you should use whatever gift 

you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” It would be an honor and blessing to further serve 

St. Michael’s by being elected to the Parish Council.  I thank you for your time and consideration.  

 
 

Susan Lund 

Hello St. Michael’s parishioners.  Thank you for this opportunity to serve you and our God.  For the past 30 

years, I have been a member of our parish mostly serving in the choir and as a cantor.  Recent issues with my 

throat have interfered with my ability to sing, so I’m looking for another opportunity to serve.  As a parish 

council member, I could contribute a masters degree in Community and Regional Planning, and a minor in 

math.  Work experience includes (a) professional economic development planning; (b) research into commer-

cial potato storage; (c) office work for a contractor; and (d) editing theses, dissertations, and books, which I 

currently do out of my home.  I also have experience in public speaking and writing, and in grant writing.  My 

objective would be to serve fairly, objectively, and thoughtfully.  I am not afraid to speak out about issues, and 

hope I do so without anger or judgment.  I also believe in actively listening to people’s opinions around me. 
 

 

 

 

 

John Santangelo 

My name is John Santangelo and I’m originally from Manhattan, New York City and attended St. Joseph Catholic 

School for 8 years.  I was stationed at Grand Forks AFB from January 1977 to February 1989 and St. Michael’s 

was the church I attended and met my future wife here.  Laurie and I were married at St. Mike’s in August of 1986 

and have a beautiful daughter Kim who resides in Fargo.  On our return to Grand Forks in 2005, we became pa-

rishioners again.  In August of 2016, I started working at St. Mike’s school as custodian until March 2020 when I 

retired.  I have a Bachelor of Science degree in Aeronautics from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University.  I look 

forward to serving as a parish council member for St. Michael’s Church. 


