
Parish Re-opening Play Book 
Church of the Annunciation, Elma 

 
We are grateful for our Catholic faith and for the opportunity to offer public Mass once again. 
Resuming a semblance of normalcy involves risks. Our parish family desires to manage 
prudently those risks and provide a relatively safe environment that will minimalize the 
adverse impact of the coronavirus. In a spirit of charity and with concern for the common 
good, we should not compromise our own health or engage in behaviors that place others at 
risk. Catholics are still dispensed from the Sunday obligation to attend Mass. Below is our 
checklist of precautions:  
 

1. Appropriate cleaning of the church.  
2. Because of the configuration of our church, location of parking lots and handicap 

parking, parishioners can enter/exit through all three church doors.  
3. Signage at each entrance informs parishioners/visitors that each person over the 

age of two is to wear a mask and unassociated households/families/individuals are 
to maintain social/physical distancing of six feet; hand sanitizers are located at each 
entrance.    

4. Training of Ushers, Eucharistic Ministers, Lectors, Greeters, Musicians, Deacons and 
Priests on new procedures.  

5. Greeters wearing masks and gloves (to assist in opening doors) welcome 
parishioners and guests; face masks are not to be distributed but are available for 
parishioners who forget their own.   

6. Ushers help/guide parishioners to seating in pews with sufficient space for 
social/physical distancing; help form the Communion procession single file in the 
center aisle, communicants six floor tiles apart, and then return by side aisle with no 
passing of communicants; there will be no offertory procession with gifts, no taking 
up the collection (parishioners will be invited to place their contributions in the 
basket by the Tabernacle); help with the orderly and safe dismissal.  

7. Eucharist Ministers must properly hand wash/sanitize their hands and wear face 
masks or shields while  distributing Holy Communion in the hand, no sharing of the 
Cup; fewer EMs  will be needed with communicants processing up the center aisle 
in single file and returning the side aisle with no passing of communicants.  

8. Lectors should remove face mask to proclaim the Word; only one Lector is assigned 
to read the introduction, first reading, responsorial psalm, second reading and 
prayer of the faithful.  

9. Musicians provide instrumental accompaniment; hymnals and other resource 
material have been removed from the pews; congregational singing is temporarily 
discontinued to lessen the spread of the virus.  

10. Sign of Peace may be exchanged without touch or shaking of hands unless within 
families.  

11. Holy Water fonts have been emptied or covered. 
12. Sadly, there will be no altar servers.   


