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Passion Sunday  

Detroit, March 29th 2020 

“They took up stones therefore to cast at Him. 

But Jesus hid Himself.” 

Very Dear Faithful, 

 Jesus hid Himself. As we enter Passiontide, Holy Mother Church invites us 

to contemplate in particular the Mystery of the Cross. We see that all of the 

crucifixes and statues are veiled. One of the reasons the crucifixes and statues are 

veiled today is to commemorate Christ hiding Himself as told in the Gospel. Christ 

hides Himself from the Pharisees for it is not His hour. He knows that the 

Pharisees and Scribes are angry enough to kill Him now, but it is not God’s will. 

That fatal hour is imminent, but the time has not come. Our Lord is still preparing 

for the ultimate sacrifice: to give us life; His life, and to give it abundantly. Seeing 

the veiled statues should remind us that the hour is nigh and that we should 

prepare ourselves all the more for this great Event. Jesus hid Himself. 

In addition to the veiling of the crosses and statues, the Church sings the 

Vexilla Regis during Vespers. During one of the strophes the choir kneels down in 

petition while singing: Hail Cross, of hopes the most sublime! Now, in the mournful 

Passion time; grant to the just increase of grace, and every sinner's crimes efface. 

 These external actions of the Church invite us to embrace more deeply this 

Mystery. The Cross, the Passion should not only be a reminder of the seriousness 

of our sins but it should also remind us of the infinite, merciful Love God has for 
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us! We can lament our past sins, but if we do nothing about those sins, then we 

do not see the fullness of the Passion.  

 Our Lord hates sin, but He loves sinners! He loves sinners unto death; the 

cruel death of the Cross. He loves sinners so much that He will die even for those 

who crucify Him. He went far beyond that proverbial “extra mile” for us. He 

suffers so much because He wants to prove the enormity of His love for mankind. 

He could have let Himself be stoned today, but that was not the Will of the 

Father. He wanted to show to what point He will go for us.  

 The Pharisees in today’s Gospel mock Christ for His teaching. They call Him 

a Samaritan and accuse Him of having a devil. Christ died for those who mocked 

Him as well. Some He knew would convert, others He knew would not. But, His 

love was for all: for the slanderers and for the disciples; for the executioners, and 

for His followers. Christ repels the calumnies by removing doubt that His mission 

was divine thus vindicating the honor of God. He did not respond directly to the 

insults of the mob. We should do the same. Our love towards all should be an 

imitation of Christ. We do not know how our actions might cause others to react. 

No one is too low to receive acts of charity.   

 Our Lord walks away from the crowd to escape being stoned to death. St. 

Gregory answers the question of why Christ hid: “He then Who on this occasion 

could have escaped the hands of those who stoned Him without hiding Himself, 

why does He hide Himself? What does He tell us by His example but that we 

should humbly turn aside from those who in their anger worketh pride; even 

when we are able to resist them…For, imitating God, it is more glorious to turn 
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away in silence from insult, than to triumph over it by answering back.”   We are 

so attached to what others think of us, that we will do whatever we can to “save” 

our reputation. The vast majority of the time, we do not respond with charity but 

with quick remarks to get in that “last word”. Today’s Gospel, Passiontide, 

teaches us to do the opposite: not to have the last word, but to conquer by 

silence. Jesus hid Himself. 

 Jesus hid Himself. Dear Souls, these concluding words of today’s Gospel ring 

true even now. Christ seems to be hidden yet again. No public Mass. No public 

distribution of Communion. So many of us who yearn to see, see not. But in the 

brutal tragedy of this physical reality, let us not lose sight of a greater tragedy still. 

Our Lord remains hidden to countless souls; hidden through their own grievous 

faults! 

For many of you following on Live-stream, we are barely one week deep 

into a state-wide lockdown. But did we think our spiritual lives were just going to 

magically resurrect during this government enforced retreat? Did we think that 

society which has strayed from God long ago would so easily receive this wake-up 

call? No, no. Habits do not just disappear. Our gravely impure and distracted 

society will simply find ways to remain in their sin while at home. Do we think 

impurities get put on hold? Do we think mobile devices will be put away when 

now there’s arguably more time to use them? One of the disastrous effects of 

impurity is the loss of Faith and dullness of mind. And so even in this new 

circumstance, people are less equipped to process information, they have no 

perspective, they have no Faith, and thus Christ remains hidden to them. 
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Those in grave sin could very easily become hardened in sin. Those fervent 

souls could very well continue to grow in fervor. And the lukewarm souls… oh our 

lukewarm souls… what of us? This is the true battle ground! Will we accept this 

viral trial as the opportunity to work harder at virtue; to increase of our love of 

the sacraments; to develop a rule of life and to grow in prayer; to add more 

spiritual reading to our day, to make spiritual Communions, to return to the daily 

recitation of the Rosary, etc… Or will we slide off the slippery slope on which we 

were already precariously perched? 

Passiontide is here. Jesus hides Himself. Now is your time to go find Him. To 

seek after Him. Hunger after the Eucharist for those who have no appetite for 

Him. Thirst after the streams of Mercy for the souls content in their spiritual 

desert. Come to Perpetual Adoration for those who love not God. Pray for those 

who pray not. Offer sacrifice for those who give way to their passions. Make alms 

for those who only buy & hoard for themselves. Exercise your God-given virtue of 

Faith so that the leaders of the Church may courageously lead us in a faithful, 

supernaturally animated distribution of the Sacraments! 

And so, let us be on the very cross that Christ places us. Let us see His 

Providence hidden in our times. If we remain with Him on the Cross we will 

undoubtedly see His Glory. May Our Lady, standing at the Foot of the Cross, guide 

us in this meditation and bring our pious resolve to fruition. Amen! 


