
St. Joseph Catholic Church 
Milton, La. 

 
May 15, 2020 
 
RE:  Phase I - Permission to Return to Mass indoors with State attendance restrictions 
 
FROM:  Fr. William Schambough 
 
Dear St. Joseph parishioners, 
 
Let me first begin with praise to our God for seeing us through this pandemic and even though 
this is not the end of the story, my prayer is that our faith is stronger and that we have had time 
to focus on our families as well as our physical and spiritual health.  Our heart goes out as well 
to all of our parishioners who have worked long hours in the grocery and food service industry, 
trucking and delivery, public safety and the health care domain.   We hope now you can have a 
little break.  Safe and distant high fives to all of our teachers and the graduated classes you 
have helped prepare at some point  in their journey.  
 
With that said, as eager as I am to celebrate these accomplishments of God’s life in us and join 
you all in public worship in our liturgies inside of the church building of St. Joseph, it goes 
without saying our safety is key.  So even if I do not say that over and over again, please know 
your physical and spiritual wellness are both concerns of mine - as you share that concern for 
me as your pastor.  For the next several weeks we will pray especially for those who have died 
from this virus and for the consolation of their families.  May God grant us a cure.  
 
Before I share with you instructions on how to return to Mass during Phase 1, I know that some 
of you may not be ready to enter the Church or it might be really hard to get your crew dressed 
and ready prior to Mass time.   This Sunday, weather permitting, I will offer Mass outdoors 
again on the front plaza Sunday at 9 AM.  We will have to watch the weather closely early 
Sunday morning.  Again, this is for the possibility of 9 am outdoors if it is not storming or raining 
heavily.  If it is just cloudy, I will try.  
 
Now to this weekend’s - Indoor Masses Saturday at 4 pm, Sunday 8 am 10:30 am 5 pm 
 
Tip:  Always keep folding chairs and a UV proof umbrella in your vehicle in case you 
have to sit outside.  Bring a mask or face covering with you.  Pack hand sanitizer.  
 
As you may have heard, we can now enter the Church for Mass at an indoor occupancy of 25%. 
This means seating is very limited.  Remember, the Bishop has dispensed all of us from our 
obligations to attend Sunday Mass.  Please do not be upset if you get to the door once capacity 
has been reached.  This is not to be taken personally at all, but our civil obedience to the same 
State Law where every facility in Louisiana must be in compliance.  We are trying to make the 
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best of this situation and I have  tried to be as creative as I can to get us into the Church with six 
feet of safe distancing.  I will distribute communion at the front doors to those who wish to stay 
under the outdoor galleries that surround the gathering area or on the front plaza and other 
areas closer to the amplified sound.  Mass will also be live streamed www.stjo-milton.org/live 
 
How you will Enter and Exit (Easier than you think) 
 
Even if you arrive early, everyone must remain in their vehicles until 30 minute prior to 
Mass.  Doors will not be locked until then by order of the Bishop.  One usher will be at the front 
door with a counter standing behind a podium with a chart of open sections.  This is very similar 
to a restaurant seating plan.  Please be patient, the volunteer usher will ask how many are with 
you (remember those living in the same household will sit together.  Your party must be with you 
when approaching the usher.  No seats will be “saved.”  Once seated as a group, others must 
keep a 6 foot perimeter safe distance around you.  Important:  The usher will tell you which 
section you will be seated in.  This is non negotiable, remember our charitable goal as good 
neighbors is to make sure that 25% can get in.  Another usher will help guide you to the clearly 
marked assigned section.  
 
Some areas have been rearranged for medium and larger sized families.  Several other areas 
are for couples, singles, and families of three or four.   The Gathering Area spaces have already 
been counted in the 25%.  Overflow is only outside or in your vehicle until it is time for 
communion. Ministers will meet overflow crowds at the front doors.  Restrooms are only for 
absolute emergency use and will have to be sanitized after use.  
 
Back inside the Church, those in line for Holy Communion must maintain the six foot distance 
between each individual not part of a particular family.  As to not hold up the line, larger families 
do not have to maintain distance within your group (humor) even though you may prefer to at 
this point!  If you are receiving in the hand, please keep your hand completely flat, one hand 
over the other as you receive Holy Communion.  Please wait until the Eucharist is placed 
completely, do not touch the minister’s hand, if this happens he will have to re-sanitize 
each time.  For overflow crowds outside, the ministers cannot go to your vehicle to 
distribute communion.  
 
Exiting will be announced at the end of Mass, one row at a time per section.  Gathering to visit 
is not permitted inside church or near the exits.  You may accomplish that on your own if you 
prefer with safe distancing clearly away from the entrance/exits.  I’m sorry this will have to be 
strictly enforced.  The Church is required to be sanitized between every Mass.  
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Shorter Review of what I just explained: 
 

1. Doors are unlocked at 30 min prior.  No gathering allowed prior to opening.  The only 
entry will be the side door that faces the vehicle drive thru area.  

2. Tell the usher stationed at the door how many are to be seated. He will send you (or 
your family) to one of five identifiable sections in church to remain seated.  Don’t worry, 
another usher will show you how to enter the pew in case you are unsure. Larger 
families will enter the pew on the inside rows.  Singles and couples will enter the pew on 
the outside rows.  Keep 6 ft distance.  

3. At communion time, the two sections in front of Father will receive communion first. 
Then Father and Deacon will move to the side sections, then we will move to the 
Gathering Areas and the Front Doors.  Keep 6 ft distance. 

4. We will exit Mass sort of like going to communion backwards, one row at a time to the 
parking lot. Those who need to use the ramp and not exit the rear door or if it is raining 
will please wait until the Church is empty, then proceed to the front door.  The goal is 
non contact exiting.  

5. Finally, a frequent question I have been getting.  Yes, if you have your folding chair you 
are welcome to sit under the galleries and view Mass through the windows of the 
gathering space 

6. Any other explanations, i will take care of in the comments section of Mass such as the 
offertory collection, etc.  
.  

 
Some individuals are already counted among the 25% and must have seats.   These 
include the families or persons assisting as volunteer ushers, as church sanitizers, 
music leaders, lectors, and/or sacristans.  
 
Masks and Hand Sanitizer 
 
All of the guidelines I have been receiving from the diocese and the state encourage the use of 
a mask or face covering and frequent hand cleaning.  I’ve designated our restrooms as 
Emergency Use Only.  Don’t worry, no one will be keeping count or intervening if you need the 
restroom but keep in mind that the rules I have to follow require the restroom to be sanitized 
after use.  A parishioner has donated hand sanitizer.  I spray bottle is available for use if you did 
not bring your own.  
 
I am asking that every person who enters our church to have some type of face covering on 
hand.  The diocese has asked that I make masks available to you.  A very limited number so 
please ask the usher only if you do not have access to a face covering.  Bandanas are perfectly 
acceptable, but sorry no cowboy or stetson hats allowed at this time (humor).  I will be wearing a 
face mask when distributing communion as required of me.  Please also bring your own hand 
sanitizer for personal use.  Efforts have been made to prop open essential doors.  
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Final Notes 
 
I know this is a long letter and might be more wordy than other parishes.  With the way our 
church is set up to maximize space and attendance, there’s a little more maneuvering we have 
to do, so I humbly ask for your continued patience.  I’ve practiced the routine a few times 
already to make it easy on our ushers but also to make sure that you will receive the safest 
experience of being back in your Church.   Welcome home!    Fr. WS 
 
Finally, a message from our Diocese that I ask you to carefully consider 
 
Diocese of Lafayette: 
As our Churches begin to reopen here are just a few things to keep in mind as we begin to get back 
to celebrating the Eucharist in the Diocese of Lafayette. 

Bishop Douglas Deshotel has granted permission to Pastors in the Diocese of Lafayette to begin 
celebrating indoor Masses and outdoor Masses while maintaining a maximum of 25% seating 
capacity in each church, use of hand sanitizer, and social distancing. This permission is granted as 
long as the celebrants strictly follow all directives issued by Governor John Bel Edwards and the 
Louisiana Fire Marshal’s Office. 

Parishioners with illnesses such as fever, cough, chills, or shortness of breath are to stay home. 
Also, persons over 65 years old are at a higher risk and should consider not attending Mass. 

Until retracted or altered by the Bishop, the faithful of the Diocese continue to be dispensed from 
their obligations to Sunday Mass and are reminded of the ample opportunities to participate in Mass 
online or on television. Catholics may fulfill their spiritual duty to consecrating the week on any day of 
the week, including Monday-Saturday morning. 

We appreciate your patience during this challenging time as we begin Phase 1. 
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