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St.
St. Benedict Cathedral and Saint Meinrad 

Archabbey have been intricately 
interwoven since our parish’s inception. 
Current Archabbot Right Rev. Kurt 
Stasiak, OSB, describes it as a treasured 
relationship which embodies the 
Benedictine spirituality of hospitality, 
obedience and labor for the betterment 
of Mother Church.

“Saint Meinrad Archabbey has 
provided pastors and priests to serve 
the parish throughout St. Ben’s history,” 
Archabbot Kurt says. “We treasure this 
long-term relationship and look forward to its 
continuation for many years to come. In fact, 
two of the monks who served as pastors 
or co-pastors of St. Benedict were later 
elected as archabbots of Saint Meinrad —  
Fr. Gabriel Verkamp, who was pastor from 
1943 to 1962, and Fr. Lambert Reilly, who was co-pastor from 1973 to 1974.”

Over the past 108 years, every single one of our parish priests has 
received their priestly formation at Saint Meinrad Archabbey. It is there 
where they learned to embrace the Benedictine way of life, which is 
one of stability, fidelity and obedience. There, they have received the 
philosophical, theological and pastoral tools needed to successfully 
shepherd our faith community.

“Your pastors and priests have received their spiritual formation from 
their monastic life at Saint Meinrad,” Archabbot Kurt says. “It’s where 
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Our parish community’s patronage of the abbey gift shop, 
purchasing abbey caskets, attending monastery liturgies 
and events, and — most importantly of all — prayers for 
religious vocations have ensured Saint Meinrad’s success 

for more than 150 years.

Saint Meinrad Archabbey and St. Benedict Cathedral
continued from front cover 

Parishioners are encouraged to visit Saint Meinrad Archabbey themselves, 
enjoying its unique beauty and peaceful atmosphere. Retreats are offered for 

both individuals and groups throughout the year, and Eucharistic celebrations 
are offered daily at 7:30 a.m. and Sundays at 9:30 a.m. These are typically 

open to the public along with morning, midday and evening prayers. For more 
information about Saint Meinrad, please visit www.saintmeinrad.org.

they’ve internalized Benedictine elements such 
as hospitality to all, obedience to the Church, 
commitment to furthering the mission of the 
Church and parish, wise stewardship of resources, 
the importance of well-planned liturgies, and 
instruction in the faith.” 

In return, St. Benedict Cathedral Parish has 
blessed the monastery through its parishioners’ 
spiritual and financial support over the years. 
Your patronage of the abbey gift shop, purchasing 
abbey caskets, attending monastery liturgies and 
events, and — most importantly of all — prayers for 
religious vocations have ensured Saint Meinrad’s 
success for more than 150 years. 

“Through our mutual prayers — especially our 
prayer for vocations to the priesthood and religious 
life — these two entities can continue the legacy 
of support,” Archabbot Kurt says. “We’ve had at 
least five men from St. Benedict Parish go on to 
be become monks-priests at Saint Meinrad, while 
another went on to be become a brother.”

“Through our mutual prayers 
— especially our prayer for 
vocations to the priesthood 

and religious life — these two 
entities can continue the legacy 
of support. We’ve had at least 

five men from St. Benedict Parish 
go on to be become monks-priests 
at Saint Meinrad, while another 
went on to be become a brother.” 

— Archabbot Rev. Kurt Stasiak, OSB

St. Benedict Cathedral Parish has blessed the monastery through 
its parishioners’ spiritual and financial support over the years. 

http://www.saintmeinrad.org
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A Letter From Our Cathedral Rector

My Fellow Parishioners:

Getting Ready to Welcome You Home

To those of you who have been 
actively participating in the life 

of our parish but have been forced 
to stay away due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, we look forward to 
welcoming you home very soon!

To those of you who haven’t 
been to church in years and 
decided to renew your faith, we 
are especially excited for the day 
when we can welcome you back, 
and welcome you home!

During these past few months, 
we have experienced some of the 
most challenging and unnerving 
times in the history of our nation 
and Church. As we start to emerge 
from the darkness of this crisis and 
are finally returning to Mass and and soon to parish 
activities and ministries, I feel blessed and excited.

Excited to once again see your familiar faces.
Excited to once again see all the new faces.
And excited to see the faces of those we haven’t 

seen in a while but have decided to come back!
In times like these, when nothing seems to make 

sense, I can’t wait to see you all. The timing of your 
return will be perfect, because we need Christ now 
more than ever.

Whether you have simply been forced to stay 
away while public Masses were canceled, or if you 
have been away from the Church for many years, 
this crisis has changed us.

All of us.
We have had some extra time lately for introspection. 

For personal reflection. And for prayer. And perhaps 
during this era of isolation and social distancing, you 

have found yourself yearning for 
Christ more than ever before in the 
hopes of finding some meaning to all 
of this.

You have come to the right place.
On that day when you walk 

through our doors for the first time 
in months — or perhaps even years 
— I hope you see the face of Christ 
in myself and in all those around 
you. I hope you find a welcoming 
parish family there to greet you, 
overjoyed by your return. 

As Christ tells us, from Matthew’s 
Gospel, “When I was a stranger, you 
welcomed me” (Mt. 25:35). Truth is, 
there are no strangers at our parish. 
So, as you come back home to our 

parish, I hope and pray you experience that same 
spirit of hospitality from your fellow parishioners.

Whether you’re a longtime parishioner, or 
someone who fell away from the Catholic Church 
and are now ready to become renewed in the faith, 
let us remember to welcome all who enter our doors 
with open arms (at least figuratively), smiling faces 
and a servant’s heart. By living out our calling as 
Christian stewards, we will all emerge from this 
dark time as a community of faith that is stronger 
than ever — together.

Welcome back. And welcome home.
 
Peace,

Very Rev. Godfrey Mullen, OSB
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“BEYOND INSPIRATIONAL”: 
Twinning Parish Relationship Brings Blessings to All

In 2000, Joan Martin was sitting in the pew of her 
Tucson, Ariz., parish when a gentleman got up 

to speak about his experiences traveling with Food 
for the Poor in Haiti. She was so moved by his talk 
that she approached him after Mass and asked for 
more information. Talking with him would not only 
lead Joan to a new calling in life, but it would also 
eventually lead to a longtime connection between 
St. Benedict Cathedral and a cathedral in Port-de-
Paix, Haiti. 

“When I left that man’s office, the doors opened 
up for me to go to Haiti,” Joan says. “I didn’t even 
know where it was on the map, and I didn’t know 
the language. But one person led to another, 
and someone finally connected me with Theresa 
Patterson, cofounder of the Parish Twinning 
Program of the Americas [PTPA]. I visited a parish 
in Haiti with her in 2001, and that was the spark.”

The “spark” ignited in Joan during that first 
trip to Haiti led to her current vocation — traveling 
through the Midwest to give presentations 
to Catholic pastors and parishioners about 
twin parish programs. Years ago, Joan spoke 
with former St. Benedict Rector, Fr. Gregory 
Chamberlin, and the relationship between our 
parish and Immaculate Conception Cathedral 
in Port-de-Paix was born. When Fr. Godfrey 
Mullen became our Rector in 2013, he helped to 
reinvigorate this special parish connection.

A “twinning parish” relationship describes the 
interaction between a parish in the United States 
and one in a third world country. Forming this 
kind of partnership is a valuable way to share in 
the culture and faith life of a parish thousands of 
miles away. Today, hundreds of parishes around 
the United States participate in PTPA, with 350 
of those parishes twinning with churches in 
Haiti. Relationships between these parishes can 
take various forms — some U.S. parishes provide 
their twin parish with financial resources, some 
provide teams of parishioners who travel to their 
twin parish to work on various projects, and some 
do both. 

Inside the Immaculate Conception Cathedral in Port-de-Paix

Four new priests were ordained for the Diocese of Port-de-Paix in 
the Immaculate Conception Cathedral on Oct. 10, 2019.
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Dear Fr. Godfrey and the St. Benedict community,

I am Fr. Jocelin. I am the new Pastor at the 
Cathedral of Immaculate Conception in Port-de-Paix. 
I replaced Fr. Rodolphe at the beginning of October of 
last year. I am grateful for your kindness and your 
support to our people. Thanks for being so generous to 
our community throughout the years.

It’s a very challenging time for all of us. I can have 
Mass with only 10 people. The people in Haiti don’t 
take seriously the virus even though we have more 
cases every day. I understand when people have 
to go out every day looking or begging for food, it is 
not obvious to ask them to stay home. Many people 
would prefer to die from the virus instead of dying from 
hunger. It’s a tough and complicated situation. I would 
like to do something about prevention — unfortunately 
I don’t have any extra money for that. I know it is very 
hard and difficult to get money.

So, whatever you can do to buy food to help the 
poorest among the poor to buy water, medicines and to 
continue our mission will be more than welcome.

We are going to have a big event for the Ordination 
of a new Bishop in a few months, I wish to paint the 
Church for the occasion. 

I have a great need also for the Rectory. Since the 
churches are closed I can’t even feed for the four priests 
who are living with me. I can’t pay my employees.

I appreciate your kindness and your support to us.
I continue to pray for you and your community.

— Fr. Jocelin

With such great need facing the 
Immaculate Conception Cathedral in Port-
de-Paix, the role of St. Benedict Cathedral 
in our twinning parish relationship is one 
of financial support.

“At the Immaculate Conception 
rectory, there is the Pastor, Fr. Jocelin 
Dolce, and four other priests,” Joan says. 
“Fr. Jocelin is responsible for food on the 
table, water to drink, and the priests’ 
medical bills. The bishop who came to the 
diocese in 2009 had a mission to ordain 
more parish priests and to found more 
parishes — and he has — but there is just 
no way to support them. I don’t know how 
these priests are surviving.

“In addition, the cathedral has two 
parish schools,” Joan adds. “They are in 
very poor neighborhoods and the parents 
can’t pay any tuition, so Fr. Jocelin has to 
come up with a way to pay the teachers. 
Poor people in the area will also come to 
Fr. Jocelin at the cathedral if they are 
hungry, and it’s his responsibility to come 
up with a sack of rice or beans.” 

As Americans, we may have more 
material resources to share with other 
parts of the world, but in every twin parish 
relationship, there are many different 
kinds of gifts given and received on each 
side. Often, parishes in the United States 
find a lot to learn when they hear of the 
joy and contentment found even in the 
poorest of communities. 

 “They display more hope than 
Americans,” Joan says of the parishioners 
of the Immaculate Conception Cathedral. 
“They hope because they have no other 
options — they don’t have insurance or 
credit cards or even a Walmart, so their 
faith in God is what they do have, and 
that’s Who they pray to and Who they 
believe in. Their hope and their faith in 

“BEYOND INSPIRATIONAL”: 
Twinning Parish Relationship Brings Blessings to All

continued on back cover

A Letter From Fr. Jocelin,
Pastor of Our "Twinning" Parish in Haiti
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The Traits 
of the 

CHRISTIAN STEWARD
Each day, we strive to live stewardship in our 

lives, recognizing our roles as “God’s co-
workers” in His creative, redemptive and sanctifying 
work. But in our quest to live as disciples of Christ, 
many obstacles often arise.

One of the most prevalent roadblocks in living 
stewardship is understanding the traits that make 
up a good Christian steward. Surely, it would be 
much more convenient if we had some sort of 
“stewardship list” that could lay out the necessary 
steps to becoming a good steward. Unfortunately, it 
more often feels like living stewardship is a lifelong 
journey that we will never fully comprehend.

Fortunately, the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ pastoral letter on stewardship, 
Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, gives some 
insight into the characteristics that make up a 
good Christian steward. 

The Christian steward should display some of 
the following traits:

Insight — Before the disciples could live what 
we know as the stewardship way of life, they 
needed a flash of insight, or a certain way 
of viewing the world and their relationship 
to it in a fresh light. This “divine grandeur,” 
more than anything else, is often what sets 
people on the path to Christian stewardship 
(Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, 39).

Conscientiousness — Stewards are fully 
conscious of their accountability in sharing of 
their time, talent and treasure. As caretakers 

of the gifts that God has given them, they 
have the opportunity and responsibility to 
use them to their fullest potential to spread 
God’s Kingdom on Earth (40).

Generosity — Christian stewards are 
generous out of love as well as duty. They 
should display a desire to share with and 
care for others based on the sacramental 
graces they have received. And they are also 
cognizant of the many warnings that the 
New Testament presents to those who fail in 
charity and authentic love (40).

Joy — Christian stewards are often 
presented with difficult obstacles, but they 
should remain joyful in the face of challenges 
to their lives of stewardship. Like Paul, the 
good steward is able to say, “I am filled with 
encouragement, I am overflowing with joy 
all the more because of all our affliction” (2 
Cor. 7:4). Only by serving with a joyful spirit 
will stewards fully reap the rewards of their 
service, both in this life and the next.

Indeed, living as a Christian steward is a 
lifelong journey with many ups and downs 
along the way. But if we strive to consciously 
incorporate each of these characteristics into 
our giving of time, talent and treasure, we will 
find that the responsibilities of a good Christian 
steward will become much clearer with each 
experience of service.
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A Cursillo Weekend that had a profound 
spiritual influence on Steve Kincaid’s life led 

him to becoming one of our regular weekday Mass 
servers — a role he has deeply missed during the 
pandemic closure.

“I made a Cursillo in February of 2007,” he says. 
“It had a profound influence on my spiritual life. I 
always attended Mass each Sunday, and I belonged 
to Good Shepherd Parish when I made the Cursillo. 
I started attending a daily Mass at St. Benedict, 
and one of the gentlemen that was on the Cursillo 
team was serving. He saw me coming to Mass and 
he invited me after consulting with the priest. I was 
just humbled by that. I started, and he trained me.”

Currently there are six weekday servers who are 
divided between the 7 a.m. and 9 a.m. Masses. 

Their responsibilities begin when they arrive 
about 30 minutes before Mass. Steve typically sets 
out the chalices and Communion bowls. He places 
the water, wine and washing bowl at the credence 
table. He also lights the new style candles, making 
sure they are full of oil. During Mass, Steve brings 
the water and wine up to the priest and assists him 
during the washing of the hands. He also takes 
care of the readings during the weekday Masses. 

Steve admits that having to “virtually” attend 
Mass due to the pandemic closure has been difficult. 

“I’ve prayed on it and thought about it, and it’s 
been my belief that attending Mass daily requires 
a degree of sacrifice,” he says. “I’m happy to do 
the sacrifice necessary to go there and set up and 
be there. That challenge has been discontinued. I 
can sit and attend Mass, and it’s like a lot of the 
sacrifice we want to make is gone.”

He especially misses the spiritual benefits of 
hearing the readings during a live Mass.

“Once you go to Mass daily and your life changes, 
you start craving that grace,” Steve says.

However, Steve has high praise for Jeremy 

Korba, Music Director, who has been streaming the 
Masses to Facebook from his cellphone. 

The service of the daily Mass servers is important 
to St. Benedict’s because it is one way that our 
ministries can interact with each other. For Steve, 
serving in our many ministries — whether it’s 
through offering hospitality, or engaging in prayer 
— is an important way to strengthen our spiritual 
formation.

Weekday Mass Servers 
Performing a Valuable Ministry and Receiving Daily Grace

Anyone interested in becoming a weekday Mass server
is welcome to contact the parish office at 812-425-3369.



1328 Lincoln Avenue | Evansville, IN 47714
(812) 425-3369 | www.saintbenedictcathedral.org

TEMPORARY LITURGY  SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 p.m. | Sunday: 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

Daily Mass: Tuesday - Saturday 9:00 a.m.
Confessions: Wednesday 5:00 - 5:30 p.m., Saturday 9:30 - 10:00 a.m.

Twinning Parish continued from page 5 
God are beyond inspirational to me. I get much 
more for my spiritual life from the example I see in 
them, and especially in Fr. Jocelin.”

In her years of work with PTPA, Joan has also been 
inspired by the ways in which she has seen the Holy 
Spirit moving American parishioners to help support 
their twin parishes abroad. Both she and Fr. Godfrey 
are pleased to report that our congregation has 
shown tremendous generosity to the people of Port-
de-Paix, and they pray that this beautiful twin parish 
connection continues to flourish. 

“For the last several years, we have a quarterly 
appeal with a special purple-bordered envelope 
that encourages generosity to our brothers and 
sisters in Haiti,” Fr. Godfrey says. “Our care for 
these brothers and sisters of ours helps us be good 
stewards of our treasure, but also of our time and 
talent. We pray for them and support them in other 
ways. And their gratitude is a support to us.”

Fr. Jocelin Dolce, Pastor of Immaculate Conception 
Cathedral in the Diocese of Port-de-Paix, Haiti, with the 

Teresina nursing sisters from Tanzania.

http://www.saintbenedictcathedral.org

