
“We Must Stay Vigilante” 
 
 
According to Palomar, OKC Family Justice Center, incidents of domestic violence and child 
abuse is expected to rise in the coming days due to Shelter-in-place order in light of the 
COVID 19 pandemic.  As families are dealing with challenges of the unknown and for many, 
income is limited so it goes without saying, panic, fear and stress increase within the home.  
All the tension becomes like a powder keg for families that are already volatile. 
 
The use of computers during ‘on-line learning’ should be monitored regularly.  Parental 
supervision and controls should be heightened to decrease the type of sites that may be 
visited.  Predators will increase online activity to try and gain access to children and teens 
with the restrictions of limited access in the current COVID 19 climate.  A perpetrator’s 
pathology is about power and control, so when both are removed, their behavior is likely to 
escalate. 
 
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month.  Please support any suspension of child abuse to the 
DHS hot-line (1-800-522-3511) and remember if you are not sure about whether to make a 
report, it is better to err on reporting than not.  3 out of 10 mandate reporters fail to make a 
report – so 70% of possible child abuse cases are not reported.  We must stay vigilante in our 
efforts to help prevent child abuse for all of God’s children. 
 

AT HOME IDEAS 
 Make a ‘Blue Ribbon/tag/tree’ – use a twig or small branch secured in a pot with dirt or sand.  

Use blue ribbons, tags, string or make a construction paper chain out of blue paper. 

 Make a ‘prayer wall’ using the pinwheel poster to write prayers for all who have been affected by 
child abuse.  Pray for healing; courage to speak up; increased awareness; etc. 

 Pinwheel bouquets – using pinwheels and a vase, make a bouquet of pinwheels to display as a 
reminder to pray for an end to Child Abuse. 

 Decorate the front door – use your imagination and create a large blue ribbon or make a 
‘pinwheel’ display to bring awareness to our neighbors and community. 

Send pictures of your creations to mbeckham@archokc.org so they can be uploaded 

onto social media and the  

Safe Environment web page! 

 

 

 

DHS HOTLINE: 1-800-522-3511 

ARCHDIOCESAN HOTLINE: 405-720-9878  

mailto:mbeckham@archokc.org

