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You can tithe directly to our parish by

visiting our website at:

 stceciliachurch.org/donate 

Daily (Mon - Sat):
8:00 am English

Sunday:
9:00 am English
10:45 am English
2:30 pm Spanish

ONLINE MASS TIMES

Live streams:

Parish website
Facebook
YouTube
Roku channel

Being a Watchman of God

PASTOR'S MESSAGE

Many years ago when I was still at school, a
classmate of mine invited me for dinner in a
restaurant.   As soon as we sat in our table, we
realized right away that the people behind us were
fellow classmates of ours. We didn’t bother to say
hello because we didn’t want to intrude. They had
no idea we were there right next to them. While
we were reading the menu, we heard someone
talking about the friend of mine who was with me
in a very negative and judgmental way. Each one
pitched in their own opinion. We just looked at
each other and my friend was just taking it all in.
(cont.)
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I felt so embarrassed and I asked him if he
wanted me to let them know that we were
there. I was giving him a sign that we need to
move because I didn’t want to hear more stuff
and to spare him as well from it but he didn’t
want to move until he heard everything they
had to say about him. I did not know what to
do, except to say “let’s move, before they start
talking about me."

Jesus in today’s gospel gave us the process on
how to deal with people in situations of
conflicts and disagreements. The process is: if
someone committed something wrong against
you, talk to that person directly, if he/she did
not want to listen, bring a friend, if he/she still
refuses to listen then you can involve your
church community, and if that doesn’t work,
treat him like a Gentile or tax collector, meaning
just leave him/her alone after exhausting all the
possible remedies.

The thing is, most of the time we don’t like
confrontation. Talking to the person directly
seems to be the last resort or the last step after
talking about the person with so many people,
people who have no need or business to know
about the problem. Talking to the person
directly as the first step for reconciliation
clarifies the issue right away and it avoid
gossips and unnecessary mental stress or
disturbance. This also means that we have to
talk to the person directly before we make
conclusions because most of the time what we
heard or understood is just the partial truth or
distorted interpretation. This tells us then that
acting passive aggressive should also be
avoided. These all must be done in a loving and
compassionate manner. As what the second
reading from the Letter to the Romans says
“Owe nothing to anyone, except to love one
another; for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. Love does no evil to the
neighbor; hence, love is the fulfillment of the
law.”
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PASTOR'S LETTER CONTINUED

If this does not work, then we bring a friend
who might be a voice of wisdom, of reason,
someone who would be objective and would
not take sides. If we are still unsuccessful with
this, then we can bring it to our spiritual family,
we can talk to our priests and probably they can
help sort things out; but we have to take note
that’s the third step, not the first step. I
sometimes encounter people who come to me
and say “Father, I have a problem with this so
and so… you need to do something about it.” But
when I ask” have you talked to him/her first?”,
most of the time the answer is No. We can’t just
pass this responsibility to others, we first have
to do our part and exhaust first at our end the
possible remedies for reconciliation before we
pass the baton to other people. 

This is what God was asking the prophet Ezekiel
in the first reading today “You, son of man, I
have appointed watchman for the house of
Israel; when you hear me say anything, you
shall warn them for me.” Going back to my
story at the beginning of the letter, I failed to be
a “watchman” of God, of what is right, when I
did not muster the courage to talk my other
classmates who were bashing my friend who
was with me. This reminds of the powerful
quote from Dietrich Bonhoeffer, “Silence in the
face of evil is itself evil: God will not hold us
guiltless. Not to speak is to speak. Not to act is to
act.”

Are there important family or marital issues or
situations that we choose to be silent because
we do not want to rock the boat? Are there
pressing social issues and policies that we avoid
talking because we do not want to make people
uncomfortable even if we know that they are
destroying our culture, family and society? In
virtue of our baptism, God has appointed us as
his watchmen, are you willing to take on this
role with courage and perseverance? – Fr. Cary
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It’s time to renew your subscription for the
Magnificat booklet for the year 2021. Anyone
who is interested in renewing their current
subscription OR subscribing for the first time
- This is the time! 
   
The normal subscription price is   $47.00/yr;
and St. Cecilia’s discounted rate is only
$26.00/yr! That's a savings of $21.00/year!

Currently, our bulk order price ($26.00/yr)
applies to a total  order of   100 copies, so we
need at least 100 orders for this price.
   
To renew your current subscription, or to
order for the first time – contact Jeannine at
503-891-0587 – no later than Monday,
September 28, 2020.
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MAGNIFICAT SUBSCRIPTION

NOVENA FOR THE START OF

SCHOOL

You are invited to pray a novena (starting
August 30 - September 8) for all of our
students, teachers, and families as they
prepare to start the school year.  

We pray for renewed faith and strength for all!
Register for this novena at
praymorenovenas.com/st-thomas-aquinas-
novena/306577/ to receive daily prayers.

FR. CARY: WINNER OF

"MOST MASSES" AWARD!

Despite it appearing noticeably quieter and less
crowded at the parish, our priests and staff have
been working harder than ever! Fr. Cary and Fr.
Peter worked exceptionally hard this past month,
when we celebrated the all Baptisms, First
Communions, and Confirmations in both English
and Spanish, which were scheduled for all spring!

Sacraments are an important event in a family's life,
so not only did we have to have enough masses in
English and Spanish to accommodate everyone and
their families, with the current restrictions, but we
did it all in a few days! That meant back-to-back
Masses all day for our priests. Fr. Cary won the
Most Masses award (46 masses total for the month
of August if anyone is counting!) since he did the
Spanish Masses in addition to English! Be sure to
give him your congratulations :)

Our pastor, Fr. Cary Reniva, pictured with his
trophy for Most Masses, with a painting of our
patronness behind him.

EGG CARTONS!
cookies and crackers
cake mix
dish soap

SVDP is currently in need of:

Donations can be delivered to the food pantry
between the hours of 9 and 11 am. Thank you for
your generosity!

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
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Sunday, September 6
7:30 AM - +Nathan Hollingsworth
9:00 AM - +Ray & Tessie Pliska 
10:45 AM - Anette LaCroix 
12:30 PM - +Edwin Fackler  
2:30 PM - +Lucila Ancheta 

Monday, September 7
8:00 AM - Sr. Clare Vandecoevering 

Tuesday, September 8
8:00 AM - St. Gerard Guild 

Wednesday, September 9
8:00 AM - Minerva Vargas Miletti 
6:00 PM - +Dave Andresen 

Thursday, September 10
8:00 AM - +Emerito Gutierrez 

Friday, September 11
8:00 AM - Maria Arellano

Saturday, September 12
8:00 AM - +Melvin & Larry Haynes
5:00 PM  - +Paul Trask 
7:00 PM - Maria del Refugio Cervantes                   
 Cerbando Ruvalcaba
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MASS INTENTIONS

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Ernie & Annie Bergan, September 1, 36 years
Ken & Odean Anderson, September 3, 65 years
Mark & Julie Wagner, September 3, 20 years
Frank & Joanne Lesage, September 4, 66 years
Jeremy & Melinda Young, September 4, 16 yrs
Tim & Melinda Slingsby, September 5, 28 years
Larry & Joye Boone, September 7, 52 years
Bob & Sally Siltanen, September 8, 64 years
Ron & Rita Caldwell, September 8, 64 years
Denny & Tami McIntyre, September 10, 37 yrs
Mike & Shauna Jasperson, September 11, 44 yrs
Bryan & Cheryl Payne, September 12, 28 years
Chuck & Sheryl Stratton, September 17, 9 years
John & Marilyn Bullinger, September 18 ,49 yrs
Toshio & Maria Amano, September 25, 51 years

PARISH GUIDELINES ON THE

REOPENING OF MASSES

Mass attendance will be limited to 50 people in
accord with government directives. This includes
the celebrant, essential ministers, cantors,
musicians and anyone present.

WEEKDAY MASSES (8AM MONDAY TO
SATURDAY AND 6PM WEDNESDAY):  There is
no need to sign up. But, people have to sign in.
Attendance is on a "first come first served" basis.
50 people maximum. The doors of the church
would be closed 10 mins before Mass.

WEEKEND MASSES (SATURDAY VIGIL AND
SUNDAY MASSES): Due to the large number of
people who wish to attend the Vigil and Sunday
Masses, sign up is required. Attendees will be
chosen through lottery. Parishioners can sign up
for Vigil and Sunday Masses by sending us an
email at massreg@stceciliachurch.org with the
following information: name/s of the attendees,
phone number and preferred Mass time. Though
email is ideal, you can also sign up by calling the
parish main line:
503-644-2619.  There is no guarantee that you will
get your preferred Mass time as this depends on
the  availability of the slots. People will be chosen
through lottery and will be notified by Friday.

A general dispensation from the Sunday Mass
obligation will remain in place for those who
cannot attend Mass. Anyone attending Mass does
so at his or her own risk. Vulnerable, at-risk and
otherwise concerned persons should remain
home. Anyone who has even the slightest
symptoms or feelings of sickness must remain
home.

Face coverings are legally required at indoor
gatherings, including in churches, per statewide
and archdiocesan directives. Exceptions are made
for people with disabilities or diagnosed medical
conditions that preclude them from wearing
masks. Those attending without face coverings
due to the exemptions mentioned above are
asked to use the cry room.

You may start a prayer alert by calling one
of the three following team leaders:
Joye Boone-------- ----(503) 645-7021
Margie Gallant--------- (503) 848-3704
If you would like to join us in this ministry,
please call any one of the above.

PRAYER ALERT
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Born to Albanian parents in what is now Skopje,
Macedonia, Gonxha (Agnes) Bojaxhiu was the
youngest of the three children who survived. At
age 18, she entered the Loreto Sisters of Dublin.
The following year, she was sent to the Loreto
novitiate in Darjeeling, India. There, she chose
the name Teresa and prepared for a life of
service. She was assigned to a high school for
girls in Calcutta, where she taught history and
geography to the daughters of the wealthy. In
1946, while riding a train to Darjeeling to make a
retreat, Sister Teresa heard what she later
explained as “a call within a call.”She was to leave
the convent and help the poor while living
among them. She also heard a call to give up her
life with the Sisters of Loreto and instead, to
“follow Christ into the slums to serve him among
the poorest of the poor.” Mother Teresa worked
tirelessly on behalf of the poor. Her love knew no
bounds nor did her energy, as she crisscrossed
the globe pleading for support and inviting
others to see the face of Jesus in the poorest of
the poor. In 1979, she was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize. On September 5, 1997, God called
her home. Blessed Teresa was canonized by Pope
Francis on September 4, 2016.
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TITHING
PRAYING AS A FAMILY

TAKEN FROM 52SUNDAYS.COM

SUNDAY READINGS

S U N D A Y S  A T  H O M E
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English readings HERE 
Spanish readings HERE

What is Jesus saying to us in this Gospel
about forgiveness?
Share a time when someone has sinned
against you. How did you handle it?
Jesus says, "Where two or three are
gathered in my name, there I am in the
midst of them." When have you felt the
presence of Jesus in a group of two, three, or
more?

MEET OUR EXTENDED FAMILY: 

ST. TERESA OF CALCUTTA
(FEAST DAY SEPTEMBER 5)

TAKE TIME TO CHAT

FAMILY FUN

Honor St. Teresa of Calcutta by caring for the
poor. Get in touch with your local food pantry
and ask them what their greatest needs are.
Work together to raise money (maybe by
returning bottles and cans or raking leaves for
neighbors) to purchase much needed items for
the pantry.

FAMILY PRAYER: PRAYER
FOR A NEW SCHOOL YEAR

God of wisdom and might, we praise you for the
wonder of our being, for mind, body and spirit.
Be with our children as they begin a new school
year. Bless them and their teachers and staff.
Give them strength and grace as their bodies
grow; wisdom and knowledge to their minds as
they search for understanding; and peace and
zeal to their hearts. We ask this through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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