
               
               SUNDAY MASS    DAILY MASS 

St. Catherine  Sat   4:00pm   St. Catherine Mon-Tue-Thu-Fri 6:30pm  
St. Ignatius    Sun    8:30am 
St. Catherine  Sun  10:30am                    

 
CONFESSIONS    ADORATION 
St. Catherine Sat 3:00-3:45pm   St. Catherine Mon-Tue-Thu-Fri  5:30-6:30pm  

 St. Ignatius    Sun     7:45-8:15am 
 St. Catherine Thu     5:30-6:15pm   

St. Ignatius of Loyola 
Established 1859 
Hilltop, Maryland 

 

St. Catherine of Alexandria 
Established 1911 

McConchie, Maryland 

May 9, 2021 ~ Sixth Sunday of Easter 



OFFICE & STAFF 
 

St. Catherine / St. Ignatius 

7640 Port Tobacco Rd. 
Port Tobacco, MD 20677 

 

Website: www.stcsti.org 

Phone: 301-934-9630 
Flocknote: Text “ROUTE6” to 84576 

 

Pastor 

Rev. Aaron Qureshi 
qureshia@adw.org  

 
Administrative Assistant 

Linda Harrigan 

stcatherine-alexandria.md@adw.org 
 

Bookkeeper 

Theresa Wegand 

accounting.stcatherine-
alexandria.md@adw.org 

 

St. John Paul II 

Faith Formation Program 

Director, Bill Wannall 
301-934-2261 ext. 107 

wwannall@sacredheartlaplata.org 
 

Youth Ministry  
Anna Albrittain 

301-934-2261 ext. 105 
aalbrittain@sacredheartlaplata.org 

 

Archbishop Neale School 
Principal, Linda Bourne 

301-934-9595 

www.archbishopnealeschool.org    
 

Catholic Counselor 

Caitlin Langreich  
301-541-3740  

clangreich@stjeromes.org 
 

Peyton Greer 
Ritchie Joes 
Ann Moreland 
David Price 
Mary Ann Skinger 
Polly Butler 
Delores Jamieson 
Alicia Brady 
Sam Gray 
Leon Higgs 
Mike Hancock 
Joe Cooper 
Marie Boteler 
Marcella Palmer 
Hank Galotta 

Ramona Dobry 
Ignatius Cooper 
Kelly Welch 
John Shifflett 
Avery Sandiford 
Bobby Vermillion 
Marcus Elam 
Robert Ansell 

Robin Proctor 
Sarah Smith  
Daniel Jameson 
Sissy Cooper 
Craig Doshen 
Irene Proctor 
Aubrey Proctor 

 
 
 
 
 
Jean Carter 
Michael DeLane 
Dawn Walters 
Brenda Greer 
Hailey Sellers 
Linda D. Welch 
Vincent Jamieson 
Clarke Hettel 
Jean Ambrose 
DeAngelo Ball 
Carina Gibbs 
Kayla Kiley 
Xenia Hernandez 
Logan Willey 
Francis Wheeler 

Please keep in your prayers those with long term illnesses 
and their caregivers.  To have names added to or removed 
from the prayer list or if you need a priest at the hospital, 
nursing home or assisted living facility, call (301) 934-9630.  
Please leave your name, phone number, person's name,     
facility and room number. 

 

 

 
 

   St. Catherine Parish Council  

Dottie Clements  

Scott Farren  

Tracy Mattingly  

Gloria Riley  

John Coleman 

Ed Landicho 

 

 St. Catherine Finance Council  

 Marshall Garino  

Bobby Mattingly 

Kenny Fish 

Shannon Gilbert 

  St. Ignatius Parish Council  

Susan Collins  

Mary Minichino  

Keith Smoot 

Austin Doherty 

 

 

St. Ignatius Finance Council  

Kellie Burch  

  Julie Smoot 

Gabrielle Campbell  



 Mass Intentions and Readings 

 

Saturday – May 8—Vigil of the Sixth Sunday 

         of Easter 

Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48   1 Jn 4:7-19    

       Jn 15:9-17 

4:00pm  People of the Community 

 

Sunday May 9—Sixth  Sunday of Easter 

Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48   1 Jn 4:7-19  

         Jn 15:9-17 

  8:30am Repose of the soul of Jane Collins 

10:30am   

 

Monday May 10 – Saint Damien of Molokai 

Acts 16:11-15   Jn 16:5-11 

6:30pm  Deceased Parishioners and Benefactors 

  

Tuesday May 11 - Weekday 

Acts 16:22-34   Jn 16:5-11 

6:30pm 

 

Wednesday May 12 — Saints Nereus and 

        Achilleus 

Acts 17:15, 22; 18:1   Jn 16:12-15 

No Mass at St. Catherine’s 

 

Thursday May 13—Weekday 

Acts 1:1-11   Eph 4:1-13   Mk 16:15-20 

6:30pm  

  

Friday May 15— Saint Matthias 

6:30pm  

Acts 1:15-17, 20-26    Jn 15:9-17 

 

 

 

Sacrificial Giving 

Weekend of May 2, 2021 

St. Catherine 
Offertory: $1,939 
Repairs & Maint $1,105                                                                                                                                                                 

St. Ignatius 
Offertory: $2,248 
Repairs & Maint: $605 

St. Catherine Bake Sale & Plant Sale 

May 15/16  

immediately following each Mass  

Stop by and support your church! 

 

 

Parish Photo Directory 

Universal Church Directories will be at both 

churches on June 3, 4 and 5 to take photos for 

our Church Directory.  We will have 2 photogra-

phers every 20 minutes to allow for sanitizing 

between appointments.  Those who sign up for a 

portrait will receive a free 8x10 portrait and a 

free copy of the directory.  Weekend sign ups 

May 22/23 and May 29/30. 

Encountering Grace 

Join the Encounter Grace women and enjoy a 
morning of praise & joyful encounter designed 
to uplift and encourage one another. The morn-
ing will focus on using words of praise in our 
daily prayer routine. We will spend time as a 
group in prayer, praise, conversation and lectio 
divina, as we invite God to speak into our 
hearts.  
This event is online on Saturday, May 15, 2021 
10 am.  Cost: $20.00 For more information: 
www.encountringgrace.com 



From Fr. Q’s Desk 
 

The news from India this past week has been 
distressing. Covid-19 is presently hitting hard 
there, and the numbers are mind-numbing. 
There are presently 
some 400,000 new cases 
each day, as well as 
some 4000 deaths. And 
the epidemiologists are 
telling us that those 
numbers are certainly 
undercounts, since many 
cases go unreported.  
 
I recently saw an inter-
view on EWTN with 
Auxiliary Bishop Theo-
dore Mascarenhas of the 
Archdiocese of Ranchi, 
in the eastern part of In-
dia. (Bishop Mascaren-
has, a scripture scholar, 
was actually one of my 
teachers during my sem-
inary days in Rome.) He wept 
to tell of how Covid-19 was devastating his 
community. Many of his people had suc-
cumbed to the disease, and a new priest of 30 
years old had also died. The ambulances were 
so overwhelmed that the bishop had to take a 
number of his priests personally to the hospital 
in his own jeep.  We owe him and all the Indi-
an people our prayers and support in such a 
devastating time. 
 
It often surprises Americans to find that a siza-
ble population of Indians are Christians. Chris-
tianity is the third largest religion in the coun-
try, after the Hindu supermajority and a Mus-
lim minority. Christians constitute some 2.5% 
of the population, of whom a great number are 
Catholic. 
 
In fact, India has a long and proud history as a 
Christian nation, stretching back to apostolic 
times.  We are told that the Apostle Thomas , 

after Jesus’ Ascension, journeyed to India to 
spread the Gospel. The southern coastal areas 
that he visited remain to this day with substan-
tial Catholic populations. In fact, Thomas was 
buried there in the city of Madras. 
 

A millennium and a half 
later, as the European 
powers began to colo-
nize Asia, Portuguese 
missionaries would 
make their way to India. 
There, they made contact 
with the “St. Thomas 
Christians” indigenous 
to the land. St. Francis 
Xavier would journey to 
India as the first Jesuit 
missionary there, under 
the same missionary im-
pulse that brought the 
faith to our corner of the 
world with Fr. Andrew 
White. St. Francis Xavier 
was buried India after 
his death and his tomb is 

to be found today, in the Bom 
Jesus Basilica in Goa. 
 
Let us keep our Indian brothers and sisters in 
our prayers during their time of tribulation. 
 

Theological Reflections 
 
Letter of St. Francis Xavier from India, 1544 
 
We have visited the villages of the new con-
verts who accepted the Christian religion a few 
years ago. No Portuguese live here: the coun-
try is so utterly barren and poor. The native 
Christians have no priests. They know only 
that they are Christians. There is nobody to say 
Mass for them; nobody to teach them the 
Creed, the Our Father, the Hail Mary and the 
Commandments of God’s Law. I have not 
stopped since the day I arrived.  

San Thome Basilica in Madras, India 



 Second Collection Next Week 

Catholic Relief Services 

 

Blessing of Fields 
A time to plant, And a time 
to pluck  (Eccl 3:2) 
 
Spring is here and it's 
"a time to plant"! Fr. Q will 
bless farmers' fields on Monday, May 10 in the 
afternoon and Tuesday, May 11 in the morning. 
If you would like your fields blessed, please call 
the office and let us know which of those days 
you would like him to come. Let us pray the Lord 
for a bountiful year! 
 
St. Isidore, pray for us! 

  
 
 
 
 

 
Financial Education Program Coordinator AmeriCorps Opportunity  
   
Catholic Charities’ Financial Stability Network is recruiting a part-time AmeriCorps volunteer to 
provide financial education that will help clients create positive banking relationships. We are 
seeking financial education-related professionals who want to give back and who can serve about 
18 hours/week. To learn more about the responsibilities and benefits of this role and to apply, vis-
it this webpage or check our website: https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/volunteer/   

   

Event Volunteering Opportunities  
  
Catholic Charities offers many ways to volunteer during COVID-19, both in person with social 
distance and remotely.  You can learn about them at https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/covid-
19-volunteer-opportunities/ or on our Volunteer Event Calendar. We appreciate your service! 

 

Happy Mothers Day 

A very warm and blessed Happy Mother’s Day 

to all the wonderful Mothers at St. Catherine’s 

and St. Ignatius! 

 

 

 

St. Catherine Yard Sale 

June 12, 2021   

If you have items for the Yard Sale, 

we have a shed to store your items.  Call the Rec-

tory to make arrangements. 301/934-9630 You 

can also drop items off in the Hall a few days be-

fore the Yard Sale.                 

See the Enclosed Flyer   

                      Worldwide Marian Prayer Gathering  

The Holy Father, Pope Francis, has asked for 

this month of May to be dedicated in a special 

way to pray for an end to the Coronavirus pan-

demic.  

Cardinal Gregory will lead this service from 
the Basilica at 12:00 p.m. EDT. EWTN will be 
broadcasting this prayer service. Further infor-

mation can be found at www.pcpne.va. 

https://my.americorps.gov/mp/listing/viewListing.do?fromSearch=true&id=98395
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/volunteer/
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/covid-19-volunteer-opportunities/
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/covid-19-volunteer-opportunities/
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/volunteercalendar/
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79081879&msgid=1174018&act=404B&c=686612&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pcpne.va%2Fcontent%2Fpcpne%2Fen.html&cf=17356&v=ad30372c315cfe897b1bb83f2d0e02b4829638e581e45f7d0db06169492b3369


 

 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 
 
Article 1 

CELEBRATING THE CHURCH'S LITURGY 

III. When is the Liturgy Celebrated? 

Liturgical seasons 

1165 When the Church celebrates the mystery 
of Christ, there is a word that marks her prayer: 
"Today!" - a word echoing the prayer her Lord 
taught her and the call of the Holy Spirit. This 
"today" of the living God which man is called to 
enter is "the hour" of Jesus' Passover, which 
reaches across and underlies all history: 

Life extends over all beings and fills them with 
unlimited light; the Orient of orients pervades 
the universe, and he who was "before the day-
star" and before the heavenly bodies, immortal 
and vast, the great Christ, shines over all beings 
more brightly than the sun. Therefore a day of 
long, eternal light is ushered in for us who be-
lieve in him, a day which is never blotted out: 
the mystical Passover. 

The Lord's day 

1166 "By a tradition handed down from the apostles 
which took its origin from the very day of Christ's 
Resurrection, the Church celebrates the Paschal 
mystery every seventh day, which day is appropri-

ately called the Lord's Day or Sunday." The day 
of Christ's Resurrection is both the first day of 
the week, the memorial of the first day of crea-
tion, and the "eighth day," on which Christ after 
his "rest" on the great sabbath inaugurates the 
"day that the Lord has made," the "day that 
knows no evening." The Lord's Supper is its 
center, for there the whole community of the 
faithful encounters the risen Lord who invites 
them to his banquet: The Lord's day, the day 
of Resurrection, the day of Christians, is our 
day. It is called the Lord's day because on it the 
Lord rose victorious to the Father. If pagans call 
it the "day of the sun," we willingly agree, for 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 

Recognize God in your Everyday Moments 

Choosing to Love One Another  

Love one another. The greatest commandment, the 
simplest commandment — and if you’ve ever 
loved anyone, you know it’s also the hardest.  

I’m man enough to admit it. I’ve seen one or two 
of those cheesy Hallmark movies that are especial-
ly popular around the holidays. Boy meets Girl. 
Boy and Girl encounter a catastrophic roadblock to 
their relationship — they’re coaches of rival high 
school volleyball teams, or he runs a dog kennel 
and she works at a feline rescue, so it could never, 
ever work out, right? But sprinkle a little movie 
magic over the whole situation and Boy and Girl 
find what Hallmark tells us is true love. 

I could make a list of all the things that are inaccu-
rate about these movies, and something I would 
put right near the top — maybe even above the 
sometimes-unbelievable storylines — is the idea 
that love is a feeling. 

See, I’m not sure if it’s accurate to call these movies 
love stories. Attraction stories, sure. But if you’ve 
ever forgiven someone who’s hurt you, nursed a 
dying parent, gotten up for an infant’s night feed-
ing or let your kid have the last piece of cake, you 
know that real love is a verb. It’s something you 
do. And it is almost always a choice.  

Love one another. How often do we hear this? 
How often do we think about what it really 
means? How often do we take a moment to con-
sider the action Jesus is asking us to take and the 
choice he is asking us to make? 

 

 

                                — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 9, 2021 

Visit FORMED.org with a web browser 
  • Click on Register (lower right of page) 

• Enter Parish Access Code: 84PVM3 
     • Enter your email and create a password 

SAINTS THIS WEEK 

SAINT DAMIEN OF MOLOKAI 

St. Damien of Molokai, also 
called Father Damien, original 
name of Joseph de Veuster, was 
born in rural Belgium, the 
youngest of seven children In place of his broth-
er, Father Pamphile, who had been stricken by 
illness, he went as a missionary to the Sandwich 
(Hawaiian) Islands in 1863. Moved by the miser-
able condition of the lepers whom the Hawaiian 
government had deported to Kalaupapa on the 
island of Molokai, he volunteered to take charge 
of the settlement. Damien, known for his com-
passion, provided spiritual, physical, and emo-
tional comfort to those suffering from the debili-
tating and incurable disease. He served as both 
pastor and physician to the colony and under-
took many projects to better the conditions there. 
He improved water and food supplies and hous-
ing and founded two orphanages, receiving help 
from other priests for only 6 of his 16 years on 
Molokai. 

SAINT MATTHIAS was one of the 
seventy disciples of Jesus, and had 
been with Him from His baptism by 
John to the Ascension. It is related 
that in the days following 

the Ascension, Peter proposed to the assembled 
brethren, who numbered one hundred and twen-
ty, that they choose one to fill the place of the 
traitor Judas in the Apostolate. Two disciples, 
Joseph, called Barsabas, and Matthias were se-
lected, and lots were drawn, with the result in 
favor of Matthias, who thus became associated 
with the eleven Apostles.  

LISTEN:  The Spirit of Father Damien: The Leper 
Priest—A Saint for Our Times by Jan de Volder 

Father Damien, famous for his missionary work 
with exiled lepers on the Hawaiian island of Mo-
lokai, is finally Saint Damien. His sanctity took 
120 years to become officially recognized, but be-
tween his death in 1889 and his canonization in 
2009, amid creeping secularization and suspicion 
of the missionary spirit he so much embodied, Fr. 
Damien De Veuster never faded from the world's 
memory. What kept him there? What keeps him 
there now? 

To find an answer, Belgian historian and journal-
ist Jan De Volder sifted through Father Damien's 
personal correspondence as well as the Vatican 
archives. De Volder follows Father Damien's 
transformation from the stout, somewhat haugh-
ty missionary of his youth, bounding from Eu-
rope to Hawaii and straight into seemingly tire-
less priestly work, to the humble, loving shep-
herd of souls who eventually succumbed to the 
same disease that ravaged his flock. 
De Volder finds as spiritual father, caretaker, 
teacher, and advocate Father Damien accom-
plished many heroic feats for these poor outcasts. 
Yet, the greatest gift he gave them was their 
transformation from a disordered, lawless throng 
exiled in desperate anarchy into a living commu-
nity built on Jesus Christ, a community in which 
they learned to care for one another. 
In 1995, in the presence of Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta, Pope John Paul II beatified him in Brussels; 
and in 2009 Pope Benedict XVI, canonized him in 
St. Peter's Basilica in Rome. 

  
 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Belgium
https://www.britannica.com/science/leprosy
https://www.britannica.com/place/Molokai
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08374c.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02258b.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01767a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01767a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08539a.htm


PARISH PILGRIMAGE 

St. Catherine (McConchie) & St. Ignatius (Hilltop) 

Saturday, July 17, 2021 

7:45am departure - 10:30pm return 

(St. Catherine Hall, 7636 Port Tobacco Road, Port Tobacco) 

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Shrine (Emmitsburg, MD) 

●Short film on this great  

●American saint 

●Historical tour 

●Holy Mass 

●Museum & gifts 

●Boxed lunch  

Sight and Sound Theater (Lancaster, PA) 

●See the Bible come to life in 

the magnificent Queen      

Esther 

●Family-style dinner at the 

Hershey Inn 

Cost: $125 (parishioner) / $150 

(non-parishioner; signup only after May 1) 

Included: Lunch, dinner, shrine admission, show ticket and transportation 

by coach bus. Seats are limited, so don’t delay!  

JOIN FR. FOR A DAY OF FRIENDSHIP, FUN & 

FAITH! 

CALL THE RECTORY TO SIGN UP    301/934-9630 

 


