
 

 

 
June 24, 2021 

 
On May 20, as we approached the great feast of Pentecost, Bishop McElroy provided key updates 
on guidelines for the celebration of Mass. Pastors were to prudentially evaluate what space and 
rules should govern at their parish pending further easing of restrictions after June 15. 
 
The promised return-to-normal set by the Bishop McElroy came with the promised easing of 
restrictions, and then some. ALL restrictions imposed during the pandemic was lifted effective 
June 17, leaving the alterations in liturgical spaces and practices at the discretion of the pastor. 
 
Considering our ideal outdoor worship space and recognizing that Covid has not completely 
passed, as its effects linger in the lives of many faith-filled parishioners, I made the decision to 
keep the July 4 implementation date, while I met with the Deacons, Pastoral Council, and Liturgy 
and Worship Committee in a joint consultation Wednesday evening. 
 
It is with a profound sense of joy and gratitude that I announce the following to take effect at St. 
Pius X on Sunday, July 4: 
 
• Mass will be celebrated inside the church, with no restrictions on capacity and spacing. 
• The “Liturgicon” will be the new Holy Family Room so families can be closer to the 

restroom and allow parents to conveniently step out into the plaza if needed. 
• The former “cry room” will be additional indoor sitting. 
• Overflow will be available in the hall with real-time audio and video. Bring your own chairs 

(BYOC) or mats. 
• Real-time audio will be available outdoor in the plaza. Unfortunately, we don’t have real-time 

video capability outdoor currently. Bring your own chairs (BYOC) and umbrella. 
• Mass will continue to be live streamed on our parish website, Facebook and Youtube. 
• Masks will be optional, recognizing that the CDC recommends the practice of wearing masks 

for those who have not yet been vaccinated. 
• Our altar server ministry will resume. 
• Distribution of the Eucharist will resume on the tongue and will continue in the hand. 
• Holy water fonts will be filled. 
• The collection and the offertory procession will be reinstated. 
• All normal meetings and social events at the parishes can resume without size limitations. 

 
* The dispensation from the normal obligation to attend Sunday Mass will end July 1st. 
** The reintroduction of the shared cup will be determined by the Bishop sometime in the future. 
**** St. Jude Adoration Chapel is under renovation and will open when completed. 
 
On behalf of the clergy, staff, ministry coordinators and stewards, I want to express my deepest 
gratitude for your continued support of our mission to restore all things in Christ. 
 
Faithfully yours, 
 
Fr. Jay, Pastor 


