
                         Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                                                               July 8, 2018 
 

 
 
 
 

May eternal life be granted to those members of our parish 
family who have passed from this life to the next … 
 

 

Sunday, July 8 
†For John Fitzpatrick from wife, Luanne 
†For Jack McLucas from Eddie, Virginia and the 
     Miller family 
 
Sunday, July 15 
†For the people of the parish 
 

 
 

 
 

 

If you or someone you know are in need of prayer support or you 
are interested in being added to the list of those who pray, please 
call Peg Hopkins at 677-3907. 
 

 
 

We ask for your prayers for the following:   Bernie 
Bourgeois, Phil Sica, Olga Rogers, Catherine Hyland, Doris 
Rogan, Barbara Rogan Badger, Leo DiPalma.   Call the Parish 
Office to place someone on our list.  
 
 

Prayer List:   Ways to remember those in need of prayer are 
the Book of Intentions at the rear of the church or call Peg 
Hopkins (518-677-3907) to be added to our prayer chain. If you 
wish to place someone on prayer list, please call the parish 
office (518-677-2757) or email 
parishoffice@battenkillcatholic.org  
 
 

Please visit the Parish Website:  www.battenkillcatholic.org.  
You can sign up for Flocknote notifications, prepare for Sunday 
Liturgy, access our great Adult Faith Formation materials and 
more from there.  

 
 

WINGS OF CARE of St. Patrick’s and Holy Cross is a ministry 
of care for the elderly and homebound and is in great need of 
volunteers.  Some of the needs involve socialization or 
companionship, light housekeeping (vacuuming, dusting, 
laundry) and transportation.  If you have an hour to give, please 
contact Sister Augusta Ann Burgess, CSJ at 677-2757 or at 
pastoralcare@battenkillcatholic.org. 

 

 
 
 
 

Dear friends, 
     “Why do bad things happen to good people?”  This is one of the 
most perplexing questions we can ask, and it has puzzled the 
greatest minds, and holiest saints, through the ages.  In 1981, 
Rabbi Harold Kushner wrestled with this very question, and titled 
his book accordingly.  It was a best seller.  He had touched a 
nerve.  And for people of faith, it is even a larger question 
mark.  The reasoning goes like this, “If we believe that God is all-
powerful, and all-loving, then why does God allow good people to 
suffer bad things?  Either God cannot prevent such suffering, 
which means He is not all-powerful.  Or worse, God does not care 
whether or not His followers suffer, which means He is not all-
loving.” 
     Our New Testament reading today is an illustration of this very 
struggle to understand this problem.  In our reading from Paul’s 
letter, he gives testimony to an affliction he calls “a thorn in the 
flesh.”  We do not know exactly what this malady entailed.  Most 
likely it was a physical illness or impairment, although there has a 
lot of speculation that it was a psychological or relational “thorn” 
afflicting Paul. Most scholars assume Paul was referencing a 
physical ailment, probably one with which his readers were all too 
familiar of his struggle.  We certainly know that Paul’s ministry had 
inflicted many traumas on his body—the rigors of his missionary 
pace and travels, and the many persecutions he endured along the 
way, from prison cells to lashes to stoning.  Could it be that the 
strain of this life had scarred his body and depleted his 
health?  But many scholars believe Paul may have suffered from 
problems with his eyesight.  In his letter to the Galatians he hints 
that they would gladly have plucked out their eyes and given them 
to him, and he sometimes signed his letters with his own hand, 
after dictating the body of the epistle to a secretary, but when he 
did so, he would draw attention to how large were the letters he 
used to sign his name.  Do these hints suggest that Paul was 
losing his eyesight?  Perhaps, we just don’t know for sure. 
But whatever his ailment, Paul begged God repeatedly for healing, 
for a release from this thorn in his flesh.  Finally, he was forced to 
hear the answer from God that he did not want to hear.  God was 
not going to remove his thorn, because God wanted Paul to learn 
something from that thorn he might not learn anywhere else. 
Think about this for a moment.  If there were anyone who should 
have been healed of a physical malady, don’t you think it would be 
Paul?  If you were God, wouldn’t you heal this great apostle, 
whose only desire was to continue spreading the Gospel?  Why 
wouldn’t God heal Paul of his affliction? 
     Of course, we do not know the full mind of God on this 
question, just as we do not know fully the Divine mind regarding 
any of our prayers either.  We just know this; sometimes God does 
heal.  Sometimes God removes the thorn in the flesh of the one 
who prays.  But sometimes, no matter how much faith the person 
has who prays, or how worthy they seem to be to receive the 
answer to their prayers that they desire, sometimes God’s answer 
is “no.”   
     Even when we do not understand God’s reasons, and may 
never understand them in this life, God does in fact answer our 
prayers.  It is just that His answer may not be the answer for which 
we prayed.  Sometimes God’s answer to our prayers is “not 
now.”  And sometimes His answer is, “I am giving you something 

for which you did not ask but it is my love that is behind this 
answer, even if you do not understand it, and even if it does not 
seem very loving at the time.”  Hasn’t this happened to you at 
some point in your life with God?  You prayed for the healing of a 
loved one, but instead they died.  You prayed for a new job, but 
the job went to someone else. 
Did God abandon you in those moments?  Not at all.  Perhaps it 
was one of those times when God loved you so much that he 
wanted to give you something much better than you asked, 
something waiting just over the horizon out of your sight.  Perhaps 
God loved you so much that He knew that your request would only 
have brought you more suffering, and so He spared you that 
suffering. 
     Paul realized God’s answer to his prayer was this, “My grace is 
sufficient for you.” In the end, for Paul and for any of us, it is God’s 
grace that is enough.  It is all we need, really need.  Everything 
else is just decoration.  Paul heard another word of insight on the 
backside of his unanswered prayer about the thorn.  He realized 
that God’s power could be manifest even in weakness.  In fact, as 
much as God can and does use our strengths, our talents, and our 
unique spiritual gifts, God is also able to use our weaknesses, our 
failures, and our frailties.  Sometimes the most important thing God 
can do through us is when he uses our weakness and 
brokenness.  Did Gandhi or Martin Luther King, Jr. overcome racial 
and sectarian hatred by amassing an overpowering army to 
overturn injustice?  They ultimately triumphed because they 
understood the power within powerlessness, that humility and 
peaceful non-violence is a force more powerful than tanks and 
water cannons.  God’s strength is made perfect in our weakness 
sometimes.  That is what Paul heard in the silence.  And thanks to 
him, we can hear it too. 
In Christ, 
Jeff Peck 

 

ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE 
Sat, July 14 – 8:00 – 1:00-K of C Blood Drive, American Legion 
Sun, Aug. 12 – 2:00 – Parish Picnic at Holy Cross 
 

The parish picnic will be held on Sunday, August 12th.  Due to 
construction on the parish house, it will be held in conjunction with 
Holy Cross in Salem.  It will begin at 2:00 PM. 
 
 
 

Liturgical Role 

July 8, 2018 – 11:00 AM 
Lector:  R. MacDougall 
Eucharistic Ministers:  S. Stiner, D. Darcy, D. MacDougall 
Greeters: D. Mathers, M. Winchester 
Altar Server:  L. Winchester 

July 15, 2018 – 11:00 AM 
Lector:   F. Muhlig 
Eucharistic Ministers: M. Rosmus, S. Sawyer, J. Dupuis 
Greeters:  R.Goff, A. Goff 
Altar Server:  E.Young 

Counters:   Monday, July 8 – Rich and Mary 
                    Monday, July 16 – Angie and Christine 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

FAITH FORMATION 
 

 Adult Faith Website: The Body of Christ.  The 2011 fall issue of 
C21 Resources, The Eucharist: at the Center of Catholic 
Life, can be read in its entirety from our Eucharist tab. Inside you 
will find articles such as "Why Go To Mass?," "A Mother Hands on 
the Eucharist," " How the Eucharist Proclaims Social Justice," and 
much more. 

 

 

Please share the bounty of your flower gardens to beautify our 
sanctuary. 
 
 
 

The 2018 Bishop’s Appeal:  To date, the parish has raised in 
pledges and donations $11,500.00 of our $15,501.00 assessment.  
We still need over $4,000.00.  Thanks to all who have been so 
generous thus far.  If you have not made your pledge or donation, 
there are envelopes available in the church or you may make your 

donation online at www.thebishopsappeal.org.   
 

YOUR SACRIFICIAL OFFERING – July 1 
 

Offertory -$1574.00 
Insurance of Parish Property - $35.00 
Catholic Communication Campaign - $ 10.00 
Living Faith - $12.00 
Salesian Mission Appeal - $669.00 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity 
The second collection today is for 
The Care of St. Patrick’s Cemetery 

 
 
 

Knights of Columbus 
 

Tuesday, July 10 – business meeting 
Tuesday, August 14 – business meeting 

 

 
                                   Hearts Aflame!  A Visible Sign of  
                                   Heaven - Every Mass is a foretaste of 
heaven, as the saints gather around the Lamb before the throne of 
God.  As we saints-in-the-making gather for the Eucharistic 
Congress on September 22, we hope to make visible that reality in 
a special way. Bishop Ed' desire is that Catholics from every parish 
will gather in worship of God and celebration of our faith.   
 
Hearts Aflame will be held on September 22, from 9am to 3pm, at 
the Shrine of the North American Martyrs in Auriesville.  All in the 
Diocese of Albany are invited to attend.  Register at   
rcda.org/heartsaflame  
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