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MARCH 22, 2020    
 

Bishop Edward B. Scharfenberger has 

announced that all regularly scheduled public 

Masses in the Roman Catholic Diocese of 

Albany will be canceled until further notice. 

Churches will, however, remain open for 

private prayer, pending further regulations. 
 

 

Fourth Sunday of Lent - That All Might Be Light 
Lord of light, 
God of our salvation, 
we walk by the light of your Son, 
whom you sent that all might see and know your love. 
Manifest yourself to all who seek your face, 
and be merciful when we persist in blindness. 
 

Expose injustice, 
and illuminate the way to peace. 
Reveal the darkness within and around us. 
Cast that darkness out of us 
so that we will walk more boldly by your light. 
With your Son as our guide, 
bring us into your everlasting radiance. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Into the Light 

Today’s Readings: 1 Samuel 16:1b, 6–7, 10–13a; Psalm 
23:1–3a, 3b–4, 5, 6 (1); Ephesians 5:8–14; John 9:1–41. 
When Samuel goes to Jesse to anoint a new king, no one, 
including Samuel, recognizes  
God’s chosen one. Only God is able to look within David 
and see that this shepherd boy will be a capable and 
faithful king. 
     The people in the Gospel passage also struggle to see 
as God sees, and so do we. Jesus’ words and actions 
provoke everyone to decide whether he is God’s chosen 
one, whether God truly sent him into the world to save it. 
The challenge then, as now, is to examine the testimony 
without making assumptions, such as assuming Jesus 
was wrong to heal on the Sabbath or that blindness is a 
punishment for sin. 
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As we scrutinize Jesus, asking ourselves who he is, we 
face the ultimate challenge of moving toward or away from 
him, of moving toward or away from God’s light. We want 
to stand within this light, but sometimes the brightness 
frightens us. God’s light exposes our darkness, and it can 
hurt when God’s light burns the darkness out of us. 
Sometimes it is easier to close our eyes and pretend that 
we already see everything clearly. 
     But we cannot escape God’s light. It has come into the 
world, and it remains in our midst. It remains in us. This 
light will make us radiate with joy and goodness and 
enable us to illuminate the way for others if we are humble 
and brave enough to let it. 
 
 
The church is open Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings from 8:30 – 12:00 noon.  Please practice social 
distancing. 
 

 
Until we can come together as a 
community of faith and celebrate the 

Mass, let join in prayer, each of us 
from our homes, and pray for those 

for who are in our Mass intentions 

over the next week: 
 

For the people of St. Patrick’s Church 
Bernie Bourgeois, Phil Sica, Olga Rogers, Doris Rogan,  
Barbara Rogan Badger, Leo DiPalma, Emily Strobel,   
Lorraine Denick, Renee Vandenbogaard, Selma Eckert,  
Melissa Gregory, Todd McLenithan, Kelly Matson, Helen  
Peters, Cody Pulver, Kim C. Passalug, Betsy Fleming, Phil  
Drago, George Richard, Wiley Dearstyne, Laurie Pawlik,  

Dan Walsh, Tena Rioux, Theresa Kautz, Dena Veith,  
Lorraine Denick.  Call the Parish Office to place someone 
on our list. 
 
 

Congratulations to Sr. Gussie who  
celebrated 58 years as a Sister of Saint  
Joseph last week!  Many more Sister … 
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Dear friends,  
 

With all of the reflections, devotional resources,  

and prayers available, I am fairly sure that  

anything I add to the mix will be bland at best. 

For our first newsletter during this time of  

uncertainty and isolation, I would 

like to reflect on somethings I learned as a 

chaplain which I think we can all put into  

practice. My first supervisor, Rev. Dr. Harlan  

Ratmeyer, on my first day, taught me the  

following tenets:  
 

1) Get the facts straight. To underscore this, I 

experienced an incident in the Emergency 

Department where the staff sought approval for 

medical procedures from a woman 

who had arrived with an unconscious patient 

only to discover, when his wife arrived that the  

first woman was his girlfriend! Harlan 

suggested that adopting the Lt. Columbo 

technique. Act a bit puzzled, admit you don’t 

know something, and ask lots of questions.  

Today we have political leaders saying one  

thing, political commentators raising our anxiety 

levels as the news cycle becomes all virus all 

the time, and social media. Find a medical 

expert and listen carefully. Got a question go to 

the CDC site or local hospital, local 

government sources. Over the last several days, 

for example, I have received 9 communications 

from the Diocese, each a shade different from 

the others. I waited, emailed a few questions, 

and now have a grasp of what a parish leader is 

expected to do.  
 

 

2) Let the heart have its day. Anxious, annoyed,  

scared, bored, confused, or something else? We 

all are and you should acknowledge those 

feelings as legitimate. Spend some time 

examining how you feel and if possible, to talk 

someone about how you are feeling or write a 

few lines about how you are feeling. Don’t 

worry about how elegant your writing is. It isn’t 

meant to be great literature and is just for you to 

focus.  

 

3) Postpone irrevocable decisions. This is not 

the time to decide to move to Greenland,  

probably not a good time to sell a house. 

Waiting allows some of the dread, isolation, 

sadness to mediate and for us to seek the help 

and advice of others before acting.  

 

4) Dig for bedrock while the sun shines. Got the 

 first three rules covered, now is the time to do 

 something. New hobby, solitary walks, a 

 specific form of prayer, call shut – ins to lessen 

 their isolation, learn to bake, plan something 

 that responds to the feeling and need you have 

 identified. It is likely doing something for 

 someone else will yield the most benefit.  

 

As a chaplain and as a parish life director, it has 

been my awful privilege to be with others in the 

worst moments of their lives. Being a calm 

presence, being a witness to someone’s 

suffering, and listening offers hope. Hope that 

someone is not alone, hope that there is a 

witness to the circumstances and feelings, and 

hope in being cared for. It isn’t the words, it is 

the gift of presence. So be present to yourself, 

know that I and others are present to you.  

 

Be certain that you are in my prayers and please 

continue to pray for all the members of our  

community. 

 

In Christ, 

Jeff Peck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Please! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our parish’s main sources of income are the 

weekend offertory and our Lenten fish fry.  The 

need to protect ourselves from the coronavirus 

required the canceling of three of the fish fry 

dinners and mass for the time being.  As our 

parish leader, I have decreased salaries, stopped 

any unnecessary spending, and decreased our 

energy usage as much as possible.  We are still 

confronted with fixed costs which we will need 

to pay.  Please consider continuing to make 

regular donations during this period to ensure 

the parish’s financial survival.  You can mail a 

donation to 17 S. Park Street, Cambridge, NY 

12816.  If you use envelopes, please include it 

with your donation or leave a donation at the 

parish house by inserting it in the mail slot in 

what was the front door before our renovation.  I 

have also arranged for electronic giving which 

is available at 

www.battenkillcatholic.org/donations.  I know 

this is likely a time of financial strain and 

uncertainty, but I hope you will join Tracy and I 

in making a donation or in continuing your 

regular donation.  Our community is blessed 

with a generous spirit. 

 

Jeff Peck 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Online giving  

The parish has instituted an online giving 

system. In addition to helping us through this 

difficult time, the parish may be one of the last 

places where you still must use a  

checkbook or cash.  

 

Our parish is offering online giving for families 

to easily give one-time as well as recurring 

gifts! Simply make a secure donation via 

electronic check or debit/credit card by visiting 

www.battenkillcatholic.org/donations . And if 

you choose to set up a recurring gift, you will be 

prompted by email to create your own online 

donor account to manage your gifts. It’s as easy 

as online shopping or banking!  
 

Provided by eCatholic, the same company that 

hosts the parish's website, this online giving 

service has already been a proven success for 

many parishes, schools, and dioceses. And it 

makes for safer record-keeping, faster 

processing, and more efficient communication 

for the parish office.  
 

Learn more and consider the possibilities for 

sharing your gifts without the hassle of 

remembering checks and envelopes. Visit 

www.battenkillcatholic.org/donations 
 

Our new online giving service is as easy as 1, 

2, 3 Forget your checkbook or offertory 

envelope today? Don’t worry. Just visit 

www.battenkillcatholic.org/donations on any 

device for these easy steps: 1. Choose a parish 

and a one-time or recurring donation 2. Select a 

preferred method of payment (electronic check 

or debit/credit) 3. Enter your information and 

submit! 
 

Your gift will immediately process, and you’ll 

receive an email confirmation receipt. Select 

recurring gift option? Great! Follow the 

instructions in your confirmation email to easily 

set up your own online donor account and 

determine the frequency and amount that you’d 

like to automatically give. And then stop having 

to remember those weekly envelopes. 

http://www.battenkillcatholic.org/donations
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Weekly Scripture: 
Monday, March 23 – Is 65:17-21, Jn 4:43-54 
Tuesday, March 24 – Ez 47:1-9, 23, Jn 5:1-16 
Wed, March 25 – Is 7:10-14, 8:10, Heb 10:4-10,  
                            Lk 1:26-38 
Thurs, March 26 – Ex 32:7-14, Jn 5:31-47 
Fri, March 27 – Wis 2:1a, 12-22, Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
Sat, March 28 – Jeb 11:18-20, Jn 7:40-53 
Sun, March 29 – Ez 37:12-14, 
                           Rom 8:8-11 
                          Jn 11:1-45 
 
 

 

 

Your Gifts of Treasure 
Sunday, March 15, 2020 

Regular Sunday Collection: $823.00 
Candles - $22.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Called to be Holy 
(This is an email Fr. Ed received 

from a friend in Singapore) 

 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

It has been a particularly emotional, painful, angry, 
stunning, etc. day or two in the US. 
 

I know how you all feel. 
 

I have been through this already, but 6-7 weeks ago.  

Living in Singapore, where we had the second most 
cases of the Corona Virus after China 7 weeks ago, I 

have lived through the panic buying, the selfishness 
of individuals and the emotions that all of you have 

had. 
 

We have had all Church Masses cancelled here for the 

last 6 weeks, all public gatherings stopped, 
temperature checks everywhere, borders closed to 

certain travelers, etc. 
 

Having gone through all of this already, and still  
 

 

going through it on an everyday basis – hand 
sanitizing, masks, washing hands, staying away from 

crowded areas, not being able to travel for work, 
businesses being affected, restaurants closed, etc. – 

it only gets better if we make it better. 
 

In Singapore, all the people here have made it better 
after the Singapore PM went on TV and addressed 

everyone.  He said that Singapore was prepared; he 

said that there’s enough emergency rations stored by 
the government so that people don’t need to hoard 

toilet paper, masks, sanitizers and instant noodles. 
 

And life went back to a new normal here.  People still 
get together; people are still vigilant and careful.  It 

is just a different way. 
 

That was all new to me when it happened 6-7 weeks 
ago here.  I am sure you are all feeling the same way 

on a personal level. 
 

Let me tell you – do your part and it will be better.  
You know that there will be those out there that will 

be selfish.  Let them be.  Fear has its way of driving 
people to do strange things.  Especially in the US 

where SARS, West Nile, MERS, all of these items 

never really affected Americans to an extreme. 
 

Wash your hands.  Be careful of your surroundings 
and most of all – live your life. 

  

I am halfway around the world, but I am here for 

anyone that needs to or wants to talk about what it’s 
like and how I have been living with what you are 

experiencing just now for the last 7-8 weeks. 
 

And if you need Toilet Paper, I have plenty. 
 

Stay safe and enjoy life. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

For information and great resources 

check our web site 

www.battenkillcatholic.org and the 

Battenkill Cluster Facebook page 
 
 

 
 

 

 


