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MAY 17, 2020 

 

Bishop Edward B. Scharfenberger has announced 
that all regularly scheduled public Masses in the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany will be canceled 
until further notice. Churches will, however, remain 
open for private prayer, pending further 
regulations. The Bishop was very clear when he 
prohibited the celebration of the sacraments, that 
communal gatherings should not occur. In our 
small space, social distancing, especially for 
communal prayer, is insufficient and puts our 
community at risk. 
 

 

Sixth Sunday of Easter - The Advocate 
Heavenly Father, 
Sanctify our hearts with the gift of your Spirit. 
Empower us to continue the ministry of Jesus— 
to speak the truth with joy and gentleness, 
to comfort others in their sorrow and suffering, 
to withstand evil in all its forms. 
Reveal your Son’s enduring presence within and 
around us. 
Help us reveal him to others in all that we do 
so that your love may be known 
and embraced by everyone 
and the world brought to new life in your Spirit. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

The church is open for quiet prayer on  
Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings 

 from 8:30 – 12:00 noon.   
Please practice social distancing 

 

 
 

St. Joseph's in Greenwich will continue to post Sunday 
mass on YouTube. Fr. Ed Kacerguis will be the celebrant 
with Maureen Cossey serving as music minister. Mass will 
be available at 10 AM on Sunday morning and later. It can 
be accessed at YouTube channel is named "St. Joseph's 
Church in Greenwich, NY"  the link 
is www.tinyurl.com/SJG-liturgies  
 

Ascension Thursday, May 21st, is normally a feast day 
on which we, as Catholics, are obligated to attend 
mass. Due to the current pandemic conditions, 
Bishop Scharfenberger has dispensed all Catholics In 
our diocese from the obligation of attending mass. 
Fr. Ed celebrate the Mass for the Holy Day.  The will 
be broadcast Thursday morning, on YouTube, on the 
feast day, at 8:00 a.m. If you miss the Mass at the 
broadcast time, it will be available to view at any time 
afterwards. 

 

For the Family 
Today’s Readings: Acts 8:5–8, 14–17; Psalm 66:1–3, 
4–5, 6–7, 16, 20; 1 Peter 3:15–18; John 14:15–21. 
    In John’s account of the Gospel, Jesus refers to 
multiple commandments, but he gives only one: love 
one another. To love people—and we would add, to 
cherish all of God’s creation—is to love the Risen 
Lord and, through him, the Father. That love first 
flowed the other way, from the Father, through the 
Son, to the world. Love for and from God pulls the 
world back together. The Advocate, God’s own Spirit, 
unites people and assures them that they are and 
always will be God’s children. 
   The Advocate also empowers believers to act as 
Jesus did. Philip fulfills this commissioning perfectly: 
he proclaims Christ, expels demons, and heals 
people. Then, when the Samaritans accept the 
Gospel, centuries of enmity are overcome as Jews 
and Samaritans are bound together by Baptism and 
the Holy Spirit. They become sisters and brothers of 
Christ and part of the new family of God, the Father. 
   Our Second Reading urges us to act as Christ did, 
both for our sake and for the sake of others. People 
will not always be as receptive to us as the 
Samaritans were to Philip. Only by responding 
intelligently but peaceably will we persuade people of 
the enduring joy that comes from following Christ. By 
speaking and acting with gentle and patient 
persistence, we will be brought to life in the Spirit. 
 

 
 

Weekly Scripture for May 4 – May 9 
 

Mon, May 18 – Acts:16:11-15, Jn 15:26-16:4a 
Tues, May 19 – Acts 16:22-34, Jn 16:5-11 
Wed, May 20 – Acts 17:15,22-18:1, Jn 16:12-15 
Thurs, May 21 – Acts 1:1-11, Eph 1:17-23 
  Matthew 28:16-20 
Fri, May 22 – Acts 18:8-18, John 16:20-23 
Sat, May 23 - Acts 18:23-28, John 16:23b-28 
Sun, May 24 – Acts 1:12-14. 1 Pt 4:13-16, Jn 17:1-11a 
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Dear friends, 
 

The news has been filled with plans for reopening, 
restarting, and returning to normal. I have some news to 
share with you about this and the effects it has on us. 
 

I know this has raised hopes and reawakened our desire 
to gather again. Please read my note this week very 
carefully. There is no date or timetable for our 
reopening. Painful but true. You should also know that 
when we do open, our gathering is likely to be vastly 
different from what we are used to. The Diocese has 
begun the process of imagining what church may look like 
when it is time to celebrate again. 
 

Our church will practice social distancing, which means 
not all of us will be able to attend liturgy since we will not 
all fit. Access to the church will be limited and attendees 
will be seated by ushers.  Masks will be required of all but 
the priest. All those who have complicating factors which 
could result in more serious consequences if infected will 
be discouraged from attending. One of those factors is 
age, I think you can see this will be exceedingly difficult 
for us all. All of the priests who serve us have that 
complicating factor, as do I. As a Facebook post put it, if 
you thought closing was a difficult decision, opening will 
be even more difficult, pray for your pastor and I would 
add your parish life director. 
 

To begin our preparation for opening, we have to submit 
a plan for diocesan approval, I have asked a small group 
to look over the draft proposal and we will confer to begin 
formulating a plan which could allow the maximum 
number of us to gather together to celebrate Eucharist. 
Our proposed plan will be shared somehow and 
discussed with our neighboring parishes before being 
submitted. 
 

None of this addresses the rest of our activities like parish 
meetings, parish ministries, faith formation, social 
activities and use of our facilities by outside groups. 
 

I know everyone either has a plan or knows better. The 
procedures and timing are not suggestions. I would ask, 
first, for your prayers, second for your patience, and third 
for your consideration if asked to help. I have been acting 
as a chaplain, via telephone and video, at Albany Med. I 
have experienced firsthand the suffering this disease has 
caused patients and families. My godson and 
goddaughter are working at AMC and are currently in self 
– quarantine. As we put into place the plan that will begin 
the process to allow us to gather, my first priority is the 

safety of our entire community - attendees, priests, shut- 
ins, and staff. Please be patient, be faithful, be assured of 
my deep desire to gather us together, and of my prayers 
for you all. This will not be permanent, longer than we 
would be like but it will pass. 
 

I am so grateful for your notes, prayers, and calls to me 
personally. I am also so amazed at the expressions of 
yearning to come back to church as well as the generous 
support of our community. 
Thank you. Be safe. 
 

In Christ, 
Jeff Peck 
 

Dorothy Sokol, formerly the parish life director of St. 
Patrick’s, is very ill and has asked for our prayers. 
Cards and notes of encouragement may be sent to  
St. Francis of Assisi, 391 Delaware Avenue, Albany, 
NY  12209 
 

Please remember in prayer:  Bernie 
Bourgeois, Phil Sica, Olga Rogers, Doris 
Rogan, Barbara Rogan Badger, Emily 
 Strobel, Lorraine Denick, Renee 

Vandenbogaard, Selma Eckert, Melissa Gregory, Todd 
McLenithan, Kelly Matson, Helen Peters, Cody Pulver, 
Kim C. Passalug, Betsy Fleming, Phil Drago, George 
 Richard, Wiley Dearstyne, Laurie Pawlik, Dan Walsh, 

Tena Rioux, Theresa Kautz, Dena Veith, Lorraine 
Denick, Michael Carney, Dorothy Sokol.   Call the Parish 
 Office to place someone on our list. 
 

Your Gifts of Treasure 
 

Offertory Collection: $615.00 
Candles - $23.00   Holy Land - $20.00 
Ascension - $10.00   CRS - $20.00 
The Church in Central and Eastern Europe - $15.00  
Online Giving - $110.00 

 
Please consider continuing to make regular 
donations during this period to ensure the parish’s 
financial survival. You can mail a donation to 17 S. 
Park Street, Cambridge, NY 12816.  If you use 
envelopes, please include it with your donation or 
leave a donation at the parish house by inserting it in 
the mail slot in what was the front door before our 
renovation.  I have also arranged for electronic giving 
which is available at 
www.battenkillcatholic.org/donations   
 

http://www.battenkillcatholic.org/donations


We are mailing newsletters to approximately 100 
households. If you receive the newsletter by mail and 
have an active email account, please consider signing 
up to receive the newsletter via Flocknote to reduce 
time and expense. You can cancel the account at any 
time. 
 
Communications First, if you think someone is especially 
isolated or lonely, please let us know by email, text, or call. If 
you know someone who does not use email or is not receiving 
our Flocknotes, please forward contact information to us at 
parishoffice@battenkillcatholic.org. 
 

Laudato Si’ Week  
Laudato Si’ Week, May 16 -24) honors the fifth 
anniversary of Pope Francis’ encyclical on care for 
our common home. The theme of the week is 
“everything is connected.”  
This week launches a year-long journey of 
transformation, as we grow through the crisis of the 

current moment by praying, reflecting, and preparing 
together for a better world to come tomorrow.  
Bring solidarity to our world in a shared moment of 
prayer at noon local time on 24 May. Catholics from 
all across the globe will be united in spirit. An 
illustrated prayer card can be downloaded from the 
Prayer page of our Lifelong Faith website. 
 

Common prayer for the fifth anniversary of 
Laudato Si’ 

 Loving God, 
Creator of heaven and earth and all that is in them, 
You created us in your image and made us stewards 
of all your creation, of our common home. 
 

You blessed us with the sun, water and bountiful land 
so that all might be nourished. 
 

Open our minds and touch our hearts, so that we 
may attend to your gift of creation. 
 

Help us to be conscious that our common home 
belongs not only to us, 
but to all future generations, and that it is our 
responsibility to preserve it. 
May we help each person secure the food and 
resources that they need. 
 

Be present to those in need in these trying times, 
especially the poorest and those most at risk of being 
left behind. 
Transform our fear, anxiety and feelings of isolation 
into hope 
so that we may experience a true conversion of the 
heart. 
 

Help us to show creative solidarity in addressing the 
consequences of this global 
pandemic, Make us courageous to embrace the 
changes that are needed in search of the 
common good, Now more than ever may we feel that 
we are all interconnected, in our efforts to lift up the 
cry of the earth and the cry of the poor. 
 

We make our prayer through Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
Learn more about Laudato Si week on the “Hope 
For Creation” page of our Lifelong Faith Website. 

Contact Information 

Office telephones are checked a few times a 

week, but the outgoing message is changed 

as we receive new information. 
 

Holy Cross 518 854 7626 

St. Patrick’s 518 677 2757 
 

Email – for both parishes:  

parishoffice@battenkillcatholic.org 

 
 

Jeff Peck 

Please contact me with any questions or 

concerns: 

518 683 6461 

jeffreypeck@battenkillcatholic.org 
 

Sr. Gussie 

Please call St. Patrick’s or use the parish 

email address 
 

 Kim Gariepy 

518 854 7626 

kimgariepy@battenkillcatholic.org 
  

Mary Rosmus 

518 677 2757 

maryrosmus@battenkillcatholic.org 
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