
 

     St. Patrick’s Church 

    17 S. Park Street 

        Cambridge, NY  12816 

   (518) 677-2757          

  parishoffice@battenkillcatholic.org 
 

 
May 2, 2021 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

 

 

To accommodate reopening preparations and 
sanitizing requirements, the church will no longer 
be open except for mass. 
 

 

On Sunday, please: 
1 - Contact tracing information will be gathered on site. It 
is no longer necessary to bring a completed form with 
you. 
2 - Please bring your own mask and hand sanitizer. 
3 - Maintain social distance. 
4 - Remain masked for the entire mass, except for 
communion. 
5 - An usher will direct you to a seat and direct you to exit 
when mass is concluded.  
6 - Leave the property immediately upon exiting the church. 
7 - Bathrooms will be closed, except for serious health 
emergencies 
 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available by 

appointment only due to social distancing requirements. 

Please call St. Patrick’s parish office at 518-677-2757 for 

an appointment 

The obligation to attend mass remains suspended. 
 
 
 
    

St. Joseph's in Greenwich will continue to post Sunday mass 
on YouTube. Fr. Ed Kacerguis will be the celebrant with 
Maureen Cossey serving as music minister. Mass will be 
available at 10 AM on Sunday morning and later. It can be 
accessed at YouTube channel is named "St. Joseph's 
Church in Greenwich, NY" the link is www.tinyurl.com/SJG-
liturgies  

 

 
Sunday Mass --  

Mass will be celebrated inside at both Holy 
Cross and St. Patrick’s this Sunday, May 2nd.   

Reservations will be required.   
Please call St. Patrick’s parish office to make a 

reservation no later than 11:00 AM on Friday 
(518-677-2757). After office hours, please 

leave a message. 
Masks and hand sanitizer are required. 

No reservations will be accepted after 11:00 AM 
on Friday morning. 

 
 

Welcome Fr. Peter Tkocz – he will begin his 
ministry with us on May 9th at the 11:00 AM 
mass. 
 
 
 

 

Weekly Scripture 
 

Mon, May 3 – 1 Cor 15:108, Jn 14:6014 
Tues, May 4 – Acts 14:19-28, Jn 14:27-31a 
Wed, May 5 – Acts 15:1-6, Jn 15:1-8 
Thurs, May 6 – Acts 15:7-21, Jn 15:9-11 
Fri, May 7 – Acts 15:22-31, Jn 15:12-17 
Sat, May 8 – Acts 16:1-10, Jn 15:18-21 
Sun, May 9 – Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 
                      1 Jn 4:7-10 
                      Jn 15:9-17 
 

 
 

 
Attendance - Sunday, April 25 – 

 We celebrated mass outside – 60 attended 
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Fifth Sunday of Easter - Help Us Remain 

 
Father, 
you are the vine grower, who cultivates the true vine, 
nourishing it and pruning it  
and keeping it in good health. 
You graft us onto the vine 
on the day of our baptism, 
and you sustain us.  
Help us to keep the commandment to remain in your love. 
Bring about much fruit in us. 
And united by the divine love we receive,  
bring us more deeply into relationship with you and one 
another. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

Bearing Fruit 
Today’s readings: Acts 9:26–31; Psalm 22:26–27, 28, 30, 
31–32; 1 John 3:18–24; John 15:1–8. “Remain in me as I 
remain in you.” These words from the Gospel relay that 
the same life that flows through the vine is also in the 
branches. 
     Through the sacraments we receive the gift of God’s 
own life. The image of the branches, sustained by the life 
of the vine, enables us to meditate more deeply on what 
that life means. Nourished by grace, we bear fruit. The 
healthier the vine, the more fruit it will bear. Yet none of us 
is in isolation. Each of us is intimately close to Jesus and 
to one another. What happens to one affects all.  
When we build up the vine, the Body of Christ, we are 
doing what Jesus has asked: we are remaining in his love. 
The key question is how to do so.  
     When one part of the vine is suffering, all parts suffer. 
When one person among us is without food or medical 
care or companionship, all are affected. When one person 
rejects participation in the life of the vine, the vine itself is 
lacking. When we love, we create space for the other 
person to grow. When we love self-sacrificially, as Jesus 
does, we are like the grain of wheat that dies to itself so as 
to bear fruit. 
     Meditate on the image of the vine and the branches. 
Consider what it means to be so closely connected to one 
another as a vine is to its branches. Does that change 
your image of your relationship with Christ and other 
members of the Body of Christ? Perhaps you might 
choose to copy the Scripture or to draw the vine. This may 
help you consider what it might mean for your life to bear 
fruit. 

 

A Prayer to Live Fully Today 

Comfortable and well-worn are my daily paths 

     whose edges have grown gray with constant use. 

My daily speech is a collection of old words  

     worn down at the heels by repeated use. 

My language and deeds, addicted to habit, 

     prefer the taste of old wine, 

     the feel of weathered skin. 
 

Come and awaken me, Spirit of the new. 

Come and refresh me, Creator of green life. 

Come and inspire me, Risen Son, 

     you who make all things new: 

     I am too young to be dead, 

     to be stagnant in spirit. 
 

High are the walls that guard the old,  

     the tried and secure ways of yesterday 

     that protect me from the dreaded plague, 

     the feared heresy of change. 

For all change is a danger to the trusted order, 

     the threadbare traditions that are maintained 

     by the narrow ruts of rituals.   
 

Yet how can an everlasting new covenant 

     retain its freshness and vitality 

     without injections of the new, 

     the daring and the untried? 
 

Come, O you who are ever-new, 

     wrap my heart in new skin, 

     ever flexible to be reformed by your Spirit. 

Set my feet to fresh paths this day: 

     inspire me to speak original and life-giving words 

     and to creatively give shape to the new. 
 

Come and teach me how to dance with delight 

     whenever you send a new melody my way. 

 

The Word of God last weekend proclaimed, “see what 

love God has bestowed on us in letting us be called the 

Children of God.  We are God’s People now!  What we 

shall be has not yet come to light.”  So let us not wait or 

delay or grow apathetic.  Today!  right now!  here, we 

find ourselves!...let us live this moment, this day in the 

fulness of God.  Breathe in, touch, hear, see, and sense the 

Spirit of the Divine, of the Christ and let God abound in 

you, not merely for yourself, but for others.  May your life 

give reason for people to find hope today.  Be Love! 

 

Fr. Tom Zelker 

Our Lady of the Valley Church 

P.O. Box 311  

111 Wells Avenue 

Middleburgh, N.Y. 12122 

518-827-3301 



 

We have raised the entire amount 

needed for our insurance bill. Thank you 

for your generosity, especially during 

this difficult time. The bill is equivalent 

to 10% of our offertory income in 

prepandemic years! 

 
 

 
Your Gifts of Treasure – April 25, 2021 

 

Offertory - $950.00 
Second collections - $31.00 

 
 

Please consider continuing to make regular donations.  You 
can mail it to 17 S. Park Street, Cambridge, NY 12816.  If you 
use envelopes, please include it with your donation or leave a 
donation at the parish house by inserting it in the mail slot in 
what was the front door before our renovation. I have also 
arranged for electronic giving which is available at 
www.battenkillcatholic.org/donations 

 
 
 

   Please remember in prayer:  Bernie 
    Bourgeois, Doris Rogan,  
    Barbara Rogan Badger, Emily Strobel,  
   Selma Eckert, Todd McLenithan, Kelly 

Matson, Cody Pulver, Kim C. Passalug, Betsy Fleming, 
Phil Drago, George Richard, Wiley Dearstyne, Laurie 
Pawlik, Dan Walsh, Theresa Kautz, Dena Veith, Lorraine 
Denick, Michael Carney, Dorothy Sokol, Fran Carlson, 
Sandra Vincent, A. Russell, Bernadette, Ed, Kate, Amy 
and Rick, Don Cummings, Fr. Lucian Beltzner, Frank 
Pemrick.  Call the office to place someone on our list. 
 

 

Mass intentions 
 

Sun, May 2 – for Frances Scaglione 
                            from daughter, Luanne 
                      for David Dearstyne  
                           from wife, Mamie 
Sun, May 9 – for the people of the parish 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp burns for 
Jim and Gerry Dupuis from The Dupuis Family 

 

 

                               Late spring book discussion  
                            group will be forming.   
                            More details to follow.                       
 
  
 
 
 
 
Diocesan Appeal 
This year has put a strain on diocesan finances. We are not 
out of line with what many parishes have raised but the 
Diocese will have a great deal of difficulty functioning with its 
income so drastically reduced. If you are able to make any 
donation to the Appeal, it would be very helpful in enabling 
the Diocese to continue its work. Donations may be made by 
responding to the mailing you received, by going online 
at donate.thediocesanappeal.org, or by requesting one of the 
Appeal envelopes. 
 

 

 

The April – May - June Living Faith booklets 

are available in the new vestibule of the parish 
house.  
 

Cards and letters may be sent to Fr. Lucian Beltzner at:  
St. Joseph’s Priory, 416 Third Street, Troy, NY  12180 
 

Cards and letters may be sent to Sr. Gussie at: 
Sr. Augusta Ann Burgess CSJ, Apt. 1118 One Bell Tower 
Drive, Watervliet, NY 12189 
 

 

Contact Information 
Office telephones are checked a few times a week, but the 
outgoing message is changed as we receive new information. 
 

Holy Cross 518 854 7626 
St. Patrick’s 518 677 2757 
 

Email – for both parishes:  
parishoffice@battenkillcatholic.org 
 

Jeff Peck 
Please contact me with any questions or concerns: 
518 683 6461     jeffreypeck@battenkillcatholic.org 
  
Mary Rosmus - 518 677 2757 
maryrosmus@battenkillcatholic.org 
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