
Guidelines for a Safe Return to Public Mass

A Return to Parish Life
The faithful remain dispensed from the obligation of attending

Sunday Mass until September 13, 2020.
 

BE HEALTHY Public places on our parish campus will be

frequently cleaned and sanitized, including all pews and door

handles following Masses. These are precautionary measures,

but the risk of coming into contact with the virus remains. It is

important for individuals and families to take personal

responsibility to protect themselves.

 

BE SMART Social distancing and spacing must be practiced

by all individuals on parish properties. All are strongly

encouraged to follow CDC guidelines for hand washing and

hand sanitizer use, as well as recommendations regarding the

use of masks or cloth face coverings while in public.

 

BE HOLY Remember to be patient and kind. Fr. Dave, the staff

and volunteers are doing their best to offer Holy Mass,

Communion and Confession to our community. The return 

of public worship is a sign of hope, but will also 

mean a great  deal of careful planning and hard 

work. Thank you  in advance for your flexibility.

What Will be Different for Now?
Now that the Tabernacle has returned to the main altar, it is

appropriate to genuflect before entering your pew. If you are

unable to genuflect, a bow is appropriate.

To provide for social distancing, every other pew will be

open for seating. Pews will be clearly marked and Johnson

Hall will be open with additional seating. Families may be

seated together. Please note that the cry rooms will be

limited to one family per Mass.

Extra volunteers will be on hand to help with doors and

seating. They will take care of sanitizing the church and

Johnson Hall  after each mass. 

Our Holy water fonts will remain empty and hymnals have       

been removed. All Mass parts will be projected overhead.

The Sign of Peace will be modified to omit physical contact

with non-family members and greeting Fr. Dave after Mass

will be “air hugs” and "air high fives." 😉

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Should I Come to Mass?

You are feeling sick or have a fever.

You have a sick family member at home or have been
recently exposed to someone who may be sick.

You are a primary caretaker of a vulnerable person.

You are at risk because of preexisting conditions or age.

Everyone must make the decision of what is best 
for themselves and their families.
 
STAY HOME IF:
 

 

 

 

 
Live streaming of the Mass will continue on Sundays at                                                                        
10:45 am. Please plan to tune in if you are not able to join us in
person.
 
If you would like to maintain greater caution and avoid Sunday
crowds, consider attending one of the weekday Masses where
attendance is lower. This is a great option while the Sunday
obligation is dispensed.
 
We have a team of home bound Eucharistic Ministers available
to bring Holy Communion to you until you're ready to come
back to Mass. Please contact Deb Shelly at 740.334.3147, to
make arrangements. 

Holy Communion

Distribution of the Precious Blood is temporarily suspended.

In reverence to the Eucharist, no one is permitted to wear

gloves while distributing or receiving the host. Just as before

COVID19, our Eucharistic Ministers will sanitize their hands

before and after distribution.

Mass-goers will be asked to remain kneeling or seated in

their pews during distribution of Communion. Eucharistic

Ministers will travel from the altar to the pews distributing

Communion as if pew backs were a Communion rail.

In preparation of receiving Holy Communion, please remove

masks as the Eucharistic Minister approaches your pew. 

Plan to receive Holy Communion in the hand during this

time. It is safer for you, Fr. Dave, and for everyone receiving

Holy Communion.

        Our team has created an initial plan that will   

 facilitate coming together to worship in the safest way

possible. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

If you come to Mass and are later diagnosed with

Coronavirus or have been exposed to someone who 

 has been diagnosed, please contact the parish office.

www.stfrancisparish.net     740.345.9874


