
Dear brothers and sisters,  
 

     As we have all come to realize over the last 14 months, guidelines can change 

very quickly. The wearing of masks is no longer mandated on parish campuses 

in the Archdiocese of Baltimore, unless it is required by the local jurisdiction. 

However, fully vaccinated individuals are welcome to continue wearing masks at 

Mass if desired for personal protection and/or comfort. Wearing masks is still 

strongly encouraged for those who are not vaccinated. Social distancing of 3 ft. 

is still required inside of buildings.  

     I want to express my gratitude to everyone for their flexibility and hard work as 

we have all dealt with the pandemic. Thank you for your patience and 

understanding as we have navigated the circumstances of the last year here at St. 

Charles. I invite those who have not yet returned to Mass to rejoin us in person to 

celebrate the Holy Eucharist, the source and summit of the Christian life. Welcome 

back to your parish home of St. Charles! Many pastors are reporting an increase in 

the number of people who are returning to Mass in person now that they have been 

vaccinated. I look forward to the day when things return to normal. I do have 

confidence that the precautions we have taken at St. Charles have been and 

continue to be effective. Let's hope that we will soon conquer this plague that has 

so changed our lives for the past year and half.  

     On another note, I received a letter from the Archbishop this week 

congratulating the St. Charles Borromeo parish community for reaching and 

exceeding our parish goal for the 2021 Annual Appeal for Catholic Ministries, 

Joyful in Hope. In the words of the Archbishop, "as challenges presented by the 

coronavirus pandemic persisted for a second year, your success provides strong 

testament to your pastoral leadership, to the dedication of your staff, and to the 

generous nature of your parishioners." As of May 19th, 14% of our families had 

participated in this year’s appeal, raising $38,267 in support of the many ministries 

across the Archdiocese. Thank you very much for your generosity to the work of 

the Lord. We continue to count on your weekly contributions to the parish.  

     We are still waiting for the permit from the county for our new sign to be 

installed. I will be on Retreat next week and once I return, take some vacation 

time.  

God bless you and keep you safe and healthy.  

~ Fr. Canisius 


