
           
                    STEWARDS OF OUR EARTH 

 
Laudato Sí Action Platform 
 
Pope Francis calls us to develop a “loving awareness” of this home we share and to act on the values 
we hold dear. (LS 220) Responding to the call of Laudato Sí, the multi-year Laudato Sí Action 
Platform is guided by the Laudato Sí goals one of which is: 
 
ADOPTION OF SUSTAINABLE LIFESTYLES 
“The Adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles is grounded in the idea of sufficiency and promoting 
sobriety in the use of resources and energy. Actions could include reducing waste and recycling, 
adopting sustainable dietary habits (opting for a more plant-based diet and reducing meat 
consumption), greater use of public transport, active mobility (walking, cycling), and avoiding 
single use items (e.g., plastic, etc.).” 
 
Concerning single-use items, Philly’s ban on single-use plastic, delayed because of the pandemic, is 
now in effect, sort of. “The new law bans all single-use plastic bags, as well as paper bags that are 
made of less than 40% recycled materials. While the ban takes effect this week …, Mayor Jim 
Kenney’s administration is phasing it in gradually. Starting October 1, the city will begin issuing 
warnings to businesses violating the ban. Full enforcement — which means no single-use plastic 
bags allowed — begins April 1. 
 
Even as the new law takes effect, some business owners and environmentalists are hoping it can be 
amended to include a mandatory fee for other types of bags. That would offset the increased cost to 
retailers for providing an alternative to plastic, they say — and better incentivize shoppers to bring 
their own bags” (Laura McCrystal, Philadelphia Inquirer, June 29, 2021). 

Concerning public transportation, “Americans make nearly 5 billion trips by bus each year -- and 
each public bus has carbon emissions equivalent to 40 cars! …. 

Buses are an essential part of a clean transportation future. But air pollution from them impacts 
everyone within the city -- and contributes to global climate change…. 

Congress could decrease this pollution by requiring electric bus fleets….  

Buses emit two types of pollutants: greenhouse gasses like carbon dioxide, and particulate matter. 

Particulate matter is the most dangerous pollutant to human health. It can cause heart disease, 
strokes, pulmonary disease, and infections. The World Health Organization estimates that nearly 
4.2 million people die annually from particulate matter emission.  

Fossil fuel-free transit and electric buses are an essential first step -- and lay the groundwork for 
automobile and plane manufacturers to follow suit. Electric bus fleets across the country could be 
part of the solution.” Take action now.  (Friends of the Earth Action, July 2, 2021) 

“Lord Jesus Christ, the Spirit comes to renew the face of the earth; make us worthy stewards 
of the earth you have given us for our home.” (Intercession, Magnificat, April 13, 2021) 
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