
Homily 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ Jesus. I remember when I was 

studying in seventh grade, we were invited to a function. As a student, I 

was studying in the diocesan, or residential school. So then we were 

partially helped by the government, and partially by the diocese and the 

parish, for all the needs of the resident students. So one day, it was Diwali, 

a very special day for the Indians, and the invitation came to all the resident 

students to visit the Chief Minister who was coming to a nearby place. We 

were all very much excited and we went. This Chief Minister was just 

waving her hands and we, the resident students, had the opportunity to 

stand close by, and then when she waved her hand we could touch her. I 

had the privilege of touching her hand, and I felt so happy and I was really 

very much honored that I had touched the hand of the Chief Minister. It is 

an honor, definitely, right? The other day when I was in Battle Creek, 

President Trump was there and I just wanted to have a glimpse of him, but 

I could not make it because of the freezing cold. I went and there was a big 

queue, and as I was standing, my hands were completely frozen. I was just 

struggling for some heat. I ran to my room and put my hand into the hot 

water.  But still, my intention was that I wanted to see President Trump, 

because a big personality coming there, that's an honor. Being an Indian 

coming to United States, if I have the opportunity to meet President Trump, 

it's an honor. For all of us, when we have the chance to meet any important 

person, or shake their hand, we feel that touch is something very important 

and it gives us honor.  

And again, at another time, when I was a seminarian, I fell down and I 

broke my leg at the ankle. I was really finding it very difficult. The following 

week I had to go home for vacation and I was feeling, "If I cannot get 



healed, I will not go home. I will not take my vacation." Then, fortunately, a 

religious sister, a nurse, came to visit to the seminary. I told her I am 

suffering from very much pain and she said don't worry I will try to make it 

alright. Then she just touched; and I felt really relieved, and the pain was 

completely gone. I asked her, “What did you use to do that?"  And she 

replied, "It is TLC - tender loving care. TLC can make such a lot of 

difference. I felt it was really the touch, not the nurse. The touch of love, the 

touch of tender loving care can make a difference. 

At the baptism of our own children, what do parents do? Parents definitely 

put the Sign of the Cross on the forehead and on the chest; and that is a 

sanctifying cross, a sanctifying touch that we give to our children. It's also a 

traditional thing that happens in India when people get married. Especially 

the girls - when they get married, the mother comes and puts the Sign of 

the Cross on the forehead of the daughter. As soon as the mother signs 

with the Sign of the Cross, she will weep bitterly because that's the moment 

of sanctifying, where she'll be going to another place, the house of her own 

husband. At that moment she will feel that she is departing. Departing by 

the very sanctifying cross of the mother.  

Yes, my dear sisters and brothers, there are different touches, definitely, 

where we feel honored or we feel healed or we feel sanctified. Again today, 

in the Gospel we hear the touch of our own heavenly healer, who just 

touches the leper, and then the person was healed. Here we need to 

understand what this leprosy means, actually. How the person affected by 

this leprosy is treated in the society. In the first reading, we hear from the 

book of Leviticus, that the priest has to certify what the leper has to do if he 

is suffering from this sickness. The leper has to shout that he is unclean. 

He has to wear the torn clothes and be away from the society. Such is the 



condition and painful experience of the leper in that situation at the time of 

Jesus. I don't know whether you have experience with leprosy personally, 

but I had a personal experience when I was doing my masters degree in 

back in India. We had to visit one of the institutions for the leprosy patients. 

It's really amazing or even it is a horrifying sight to see the lepers. 

Sometimes there'll be one with only a half of a hand because it's been 

almost eaten up. It's a very, very horrifying sight. It's a painful experience 

they go through every day, day and night. They suffer the pain of the 

wounds. When I saw, I felt, "My gosh, I am so blessed because I'm so 

healthy."  Almost 60 or 70 lepers were in this hall. 

Mother Teresa of Calcutta was known as a person who went out with love, 

treating all those people affected with leprosy. She would take them into 

her hands and feel that they were her own children. It happened that one 

day she was cleaning the wounds of a leper and a man just came and 

asked her, "Mother, how do you do such filthy work? If you give me a 

millions of dollars I would never do that because it's so unclean and it is not 

so pleasant to touch the wounds. How can you do this?" Then Mother 

Teresa just replied to him, "Yes gentle man, I would never do that work 

even if you give me 200 millions of dollars. I know this is so filthy, but still I 

do it for the love of Christ. I see Christ in that person who, though struck 

with that sickness, I see God in him." That is what prompted Mother Teresa 

to go about and give all her love to those people who are struck with this 

leprosy. Imagine, if this is the condition now, what could have been the 

condition at the time of Jesus 2000 years ago. The medicine was not 

advanced and people thought in different terms. If a person has leprosy, it 

is because of his own sins or those of his parents. Lepers are labeled, set 

apart from the society. They are not part of the society. This is the painful 



experience that the person is struggling through. It is at this time the leper 

comes to Jesus saying, “If you wish. I'm sure that all of society is keeping 

me away. I know you are a person who loves humanity and if you wish, and 

if you will, you can make me clean.” Perhaps the heart of Jesus was just so 

moved with compassion and pity that he says, " I do will - be made clean." 

You know, when we analyze it, leprosy would not be a great matter of 

concern for us now, in our society, because we seldom see a leper. But we 

need to really take to heart, my sisters and brothers that leprosy need not 

be a physical affliction, but it can be emotional; it can be our societal feeling 

sometimes. Leprosy is a disease. This disease can be in our hearts. We 

feel unloved, we feel separated or unwanted or hated by many people. We 

go through such feelings of painful experience in our lives. We need, really, 

to take to our hearts and be encouraged that we have a person in the 

person of Jesus, our God and that we can always feel free to go to him and 

just say, "Lord, if you wish, you can make me whole; you can make me 

clean.” The leper feels, “If only you wish – it is not what I wish. I know that I 

am set apart. I am not accepted in society. But if you wish.”  When we 

come to the church most of the times we say, "Lord, I want that, if we are 

suffering from any crisis, financial or emotional, whatever is the problem, 

we always want to bend the will of God to our will. I want that to happen for 

me. We always want God to do our will. How many times do we say, “If 

God wills, he will give me what I want.” That is the prayer that we really 

need to ask. "Lord if you wish" and God does not say I do not will. He loves 

every one of us. In spite of our own weaknesses, our own failures, our own 

problems, still he keeps loving us.  As we hear in the gospel, “If one sheep 

goes astray from the 99, he goes after one sheep that was lost and that is 

the love of the shepherd; that is the love of our God who does not want 



anyone to be lost and perish in life. But it is from our part to go and just feel 

- surrender ourselves, that Lord if you wish you can make me clean. And 

we have lots of that leprosy in our lives, definitely it is a pain – it’s the 

painful moments we go through. The painful experience that we come 

across from the society and from others. So let us take all these problems 

to God who is moved with pity and compassion for all of us. And when we 

go to him asking for his own will to happen in our lives and he comes 

forward and tells us, “yes I do will.” And that happens immediately. 

Immediately as he touches the person. The healing touch, the empowering 

touch. Yes, sometimes the empowering we need.   

I have seen a movie called Robot” and there the robot sometimes is very 

active but at one time the power is going out, the battery is going out. And 

once the full battery has died out, it collapses. The humanized robot just 

collapses and falls down but he looks for where he can charge himself. The 

robot tries to take the socket to get plugged in and reenergized. Sometimes 

yes, we lose our energy because of all these problems. We feel we are 

drained, and we are gone and we need to be reenergized from the power 

of God. And that is why Mother Theresa said, "Sitting for one hour every 

day in front of the Blessed Sacrament, I energize myself from the 

Eucharistic Lord to do my daily duties in the society. Because I am filled 

with the power of God, with the energy of God from the Eucharistic Lord.” 

Yes, that’s how we need to also seek this touch and the energy and the 

power from God himself. Let us seek that touch from God in our own daily 

life, and then we are close to the Lord. Amen 

 

 


