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Your Lourdes Sunday Liturgy at Home 
Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

October 17, 2021 
 

“…whoever wishes to be great among you 
 will be your servant…. 

– Mark 10:43 
 

 Today, we hear the brothers James and John vying for a place 
on either side of Jesus when he comes into his Kingdom.  How often 
do we secretly find ourselves standing with James and John, hoping 
for the public recognition of being with Jesus in glory? 
 

Recognizing that the temptation to seek status would never 
leave the church, the evangelists preserved memories like this one to 
get our attention and remind us that living our vocation is not meant 
to be easy. It is meant to be transformative. If we put the scene into 
modern terms, we can imagine that James and John were seeking 
celebrity while Jesus was calling for solidarity. They wanted to look 
like superheroes, while he understood the cost of redemption. The 
three readings we hear today work together to help us grapple with 
our participation in the Paschal Mystery. 
 
 The first reading begins with what seems to be a horrendous 
statement about God in relation to an innocent victim: “The Lord was 
pleased to crush him in infirmity” (Isaiah 53:10). No doubt we’ve all 
heard proclamations implying that God had to be placated because of 
our guilt for human sin. On the face of it, this sounds like the meaning 
of the passage. But there’s a nagging, nudging doubt. We’re very 
uncomfortable with the image of a God who demands victims goes 
together with the God described in parables like the Prodigal Son or 
Jesus’ preaching about a Father so tenderhearted that every sparrow 
has a name and even the hairs on our head are important enough to 
be counted. Somehow, there must be a different way to understand 
what this reading is about. 
 

Contemplating an example from our own times might help us to 
understand Isaiah’s Suffering Servant. Remember in June 2015, when 
nine people were murdered at Emmanuel African Methodist 
Episcopal Church in Charleston, S.C.?  The most extraordinary 



 2 

dimension of the horrific event was the testimony given by the church 
members who had lost a pastor and people in their families. The very 
first thing that the living victims of the tragedy did in public was to 
tell the shooter that they forgave him and were praying that God 
would have mercy on him. By the time they gathered again in their 
church, the members of the congregation showed a worldwide TV 
audience that one person’s evil intention to start a race riot had 
produced the exact opposite: People of diverse races and religious 
traditions had come together in solidarity and were praying for 
forgiveness and salvation. 

 
We seldom have the privilege to witness such a demonstration 

of redemption in action. The people who prayed for that killer offered 
the entire nation a living example of the grace of God transforming 
hate and violence into solidarity. Reverend Norvell Goff, the pastor 
who preached on the first Sunday after the sacrilegious murders, 
proclaimed that the people of that church showed the world how a 
group of praying people can create an alternative reality by coming 
together to comfort one another and to pledge that they will work for 
justice. This is the tradition of their historic church. This is the 
Christian tradition portrayed in today’s readings. 

 
The wounded, healing congregation of Mother Emmanuel 

A.M.E. church in Charleston offers an invaluable key to interpreting 
the message of this week’s scriptures. They, like the servant of Isaiah, 
were truly a people “crushed in infirmity,” an infirmity not of their 
own making. Following the example of Isaiah’s servant and Christ 
himself, they turned their suffering into an offering for sin so that the 
will of God could be accomplished through them. 

 
In our Gospel story, James and John appear naively optimistic 

in their assurance that they can drink the cup with Jesus and be 
baptized with his baptism. Jesus tells them that they have no idea 
what they are asking. He knew he would face suffering. As the author 
of Hebrews tells us, he knew that throughout his life, he would be 
tested in every way. That clear sightedness would have been little 
comfort to him, but it added to his solidarity with us. 

 
The message of today’s readings and the witness of our brothers 

and sisters in South Carolina can encourage us in our Christian 
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journey. We who hope to walk in solidarity with Jesus need to 
understand that we go there at the cost of our very lives. In sharing 
his cup, we are promising to consecrate ourselves to service, to 
become living witnesses of life given for others. Scripture promises us 
that we can approach this task with confidence because God’s 
transforming mercy and grace are available to us. Our brothers and 
sisters from Charleston have shown us how to live it. 

 
Your Lourdes Sunday Liturgy at Home 

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 17, 2021 

 
Prelude:  Center yourselves first by singing along with “Glad to Be in 
the Service One More Time,” Greater Liberty Baptist Church, N.C.: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PrfHX_3UNR8 
 
Leader:   The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and 

the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All:  And with your spirit. 
 
Penitential Act 
 Lord Jesus, you teach us to serve the needs of others: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, you teach us that your mercy and grace is never ending: Christ, 
have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you teach us that the first shall be last in the kingdom: Lord, 
have mercy. 

Opening Prayer 
Most glorious God, in Jesus you show us 
that your will is to save. Grant to us your people 
the boldness to desire a place in your kingdom, 
the courage to drink the cup of suffering, 
and the grace to find in service the glory you promise. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God for ever and ever.  LET THE CHURCH SAY – AMEN. 

 
First, listen to “Use Me” Ron Kenoly’s Hosanna! Music 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F-2mkzSu6SU 
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Then move on to this Sunday’s readings: 
 

Readings for Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 17, 2021 

1st Reading – Isaiah 53:10-11 

10 The LORD was pleased to crush him in infirmity. If he gives his life 
as an offering for sin, he shall see his descendants in a long life, and 
the will of the LORD shall be accomplished through him. 

11 Because of his affliction he shall see the light in fullness of days; 
through his suffering, my servant shall justify many, and their guilt he 
shall bear. 

  The Word of the Lord…..Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm – 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22 

Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 

4 Upright is the word of the LORD, 
and all his works are trustworthy. 
5 He loves justice and right; 
of the kindness of the LORD the earth is full. 
Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 

18 See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who fear him, 
upon those who hope for his kindness, 
19 To deliver them from death 
and preserve them in spite of famine. 
Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 

20 Our soul waits for the LORD, 
who is our help and our shield. 
22 May your kindness, O LORD, be upon us 
who have put our hope in you. 
Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our trust in you. 
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2nd Reading – Hebrews 4:14-16 

Brothers and sisters: 
14 Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. 

15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with 
our weaknesses, but one who has similarly been tested in every way, 
yet without sin. 

16 So let us confidently approach the throne of grace to receive mercy 
and to find grace for timely help. 
 
  The Word of the Lord…..Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel – Mark 10:35-45 

35 James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus and said to 
him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 

36 He replied, “What do you wish me to do for you?” 

37 They answered him, “Grant that in your glory we may sit one at 
your right and the other at your left.” 

38 Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Can you 
drink the cup that I drink or be baptized with the baptism with which 
I am baptized?” 

39 They said to him, “We can.” Jesus said to them, “The cup that I 
drink, you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, 
you will be baptized; 

40 but to sit at my right or at my left is not mine to give but is for those 
for whom it has been prepared.” 

41 When the ten heard this, they became indignant at James and 
John. 
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42 Jesus summoned them and said to them, “You know that those who 
are recognized as rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
great ones make their authority over them felt. 

43 But it shall not be so among you. Rather, whoever wishes to be 
great among you will be your servant; 

44 whoever wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all. 

45 For the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” 

  The Gospel of the Lord…..Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sing along with “Servant Song” written by Betty C. Pulkingham and 
Richard Gillard: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-Pk2NHKg_o 
 
Then, move into discussion and contemplation. 
 
Reflection Prompts: 

• How do you define leadership?  Who best exemplifies 
leadership for you?  Why? 

• In what respect is Jesus the best example of his own ideal of 
servant leadership? 

 
Meditation Prompt: 

• Quiet your inner self and listen to your breathing.  Then let 
Jesus show you what it is to choose to be a servant in contrast to 
the enforced servitude of those who are downtrodden.  \ 

 
Then move into this week’s prayers of the faithful. 
 

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS – October 17, 2021  
29th Sunday of the Church Year  

Presider:  Let us pray for all the people we are called to serve. 

Worship Leader  
1. For all God’s people, especially those in positions of authority, 

to imitate the example of Jesus, who came not to be served 
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but to serve.  We pray:  Send us, O God.  (RESPOND: Send 
us, O God.) 

 
1. For the Church’s missionaries, that their preaching and 

teaching may bear much fruit. We pray:  Send us, O God.    
 

2. In this month set aside for respect for all life, for the ability to 
know that all humanity — from the child in the womb and to 
the prisoner on death row — are the beloved of God.  We 
pray:  Send us, O God.    

  
3. For all who struggle with jealousy and rivalry; for those who 

promote themselves rather than seek the gifts of others; for 
openness to God’s love and grace to fill our human need. We 
pray:  Send us, O God.  

  
4. For recognition of and respect for the original settlers on this 

land, the Native Americans; may we be eager to learn more of 
their cultures and histories. We pray: Send us, O God.  

  
5. For the success of our Moving Forward in Faith campaign to 

build a new spiritual home. We pray:  Send us, O God.  
  

6. For the people of Haiti, may our efforts at Lourdes contribute 
to easing their great needs and be a ray of hope. We pray:  
Send us, O God.   

 
7. For all who seek healing from substance use disorders and 

mental health issues, that they find help and mutual support. 
We pray: Send us, O God.  
 

8. For all those who are unemployed or underpaid, that they 
find the work they seek with a living wage and humane 
benefits.  We pray: Send us, O God. 

 
9.  For all who are separated from us by infirmity, especially 

those listed in our bulletin and prayer book, and for all those 
living with HIV and AIDS, that they know God’s mercy and 
our care. We pray:  Send us, O God.  
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10.  For all the dead, that they see God face to face, especially  
 William H. Bannister and Robert L. Albright, for whom this 
 Mass is being celebrated.  We pray: Send us, O God. 

 
11.  Please share any intention you have [PAUSE..…] as well as all 

our own needs.  We pray: Send us, O God.  
  
Presider:  God of kindness and mercy, help us remember that 
greatness is found in paying attention to the forgotten, and 
recognition in your kingdom is rooted in service to the least among 
us.  LET THE CHURCH SAY……AMEN!  
 
Sing or recite “The Lord’s Prayer.”  
 
Then, behold this song – “Center of My Joy” sung by Richard 
Smallwood and chorale: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mq6hprGOxpY 
 
Closing Prayer 

O God, whose image we bear and whose name we carry, 
yours is the world and all it contains. Recall us to our true allegiance, 
so that above the powers and rulers of this world you alone may claim 
our fullest loyalty and love. We make our prayer through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.  

LET THE CHURCH SAY – AMEN. 
 
Closing Song 
 
“Take Up Your Cross” from The Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=77RHISYAD_E 


