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Your Lourdes Sunday Liturgy at Home 
ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

June 13, 2021 
 

“Without parables he did not speak to them…” 
 –  Mark 4:34” 

 
“…for we walk by faith, not by sight.” 

– 2 Corinthians 5:7 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus is going to challenge us with two 
puzzling parables.  He created these early in his ministry to 
summarize his teachings about the coming of the kingdom of God. 
The first is not good news for those that like to do it all themselves. 
This parable tells us that in the kingdom of God, after people scatter 
the seed, there is nothing more they can or should do until the earth 
yields the harvest.  Most farmers and backyard gardeners would 
object to that approach. 

The second parable is the puzzling saying about the mustard 
seed. Jesus was telling his followers that although they couldn’t do 
anything to establish the kingdom, God had a wildly fruitful plan 
already in operation. Jesus explained that they couldn’t see or 
understand it but that was because the kingdom of God is as 
unmanageable and prolific as a weed – bigger than the majestic 
cedars Ezekiel sings about in the first reading. 

 Jesus’ parable about the farmer who gets to sleep late even 
seems to subvert the first commandment God gave humanity: “Be 
fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it” (Genesis 1:28).  Any 
farmers who have survived a few seasons will take issue with that. 
There’s very little that’s laid-back about agriculture. Tending the land 
is a full-time occupation from the day of planting until the harvest has 
been gathered — and then some. And Jesus knew that well.  

This is the only parable in the Gospel of Mark that neither 
Matthew nor Luke copied into their own Gospels. Apparently, it was 
unpopular from the get-go.  Jesus also knew that he was called to 
make present the reign of God but that his preaching in word and 
deed had quickly won him mortal enemies who had the power to 
carry out their malevolent intentions.  
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Jesus’ words were intended to plant seeds and remove weeds. 
His way of welcoming others, his healing activities, his way of seeking 
out the poor and outcast were offered like water on thirsty ground. 
But his work didn’t seem to be producing a harvest.  

Whether it was his own question about the effect of his efforts 
or his disciples’ impatience for results that led him to weave this 
parable, it presents a challenging proposal for his disciples 
throughout time. When we look at it carefully, Jesus was not telling 
his disciples to sit back and do nothing. But he was telling them that 
the object of their hope and the results of their work were beyond 
their control. 

Unlike a five-year business plan with regular reviews and 
measurements of progress, God’s grace cannot be plotted out or even 
harnessed the way a sail captures the wind. Trying to force the growth 
of grace is as futile as yanking on a plant to make it grow faster or 
trying to raise ourselves above the ground by pulling up on our own 
hair. If Jesus’ success with the religious authorities of his day is any 
example, there’s not even a sure-fire formula for creating an 
atmosphere congenial to God’s reigning. It’s out of our hands. 

This leaves committed disciples in the paradoxical position of 
desiring to do everything possible to bring God and neighbor 
together, knowing all the while that they are ultimately powerless. 
Ironically, that is exactly where Jesus wants his disciples. It puts them 
where they belong, behind him, following his lead as he trusts in the 
Father. 

All they had to do was trust. To some that is a major problem; to 
others it is a promise. The kingdom of God will be a problem to 
everyone who wants to maintain control — be it of their own spiritual 
growth, their family, friends, community or the world. On the other 
hand, the very unruliness of God’s reign sounds like a boundless 
promise of continual surprises to people who realize that even their 
wildest dreams are paltry compared to what God has in mind. 

Perhaps, what Jesus was saying to his disciples with these 
parables was, “I know what’s happening now doesn’t look like what 
you’re expecting. That’s because you suffer from a congenital 
disability in the realm of hope. If you will abandon your carefully 
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planned little scenarios and stop clinging to your self-limiting 
autonomy, you can be really free, and you will get a glimpse of what 
God is carrying out while your attention has been fixated elsewhere.”  

One of the greatest challenges the Gospels give us is to drop our 
expectations so that we can be open to God’s possibilities. St. Paul 
tells us that God’s plan is infinitely greater than we can imagine. In 
the end, trusting God’s plan and timetable may ask more of us than 
all the things we might think we should or could do to make God’s 
kingdom come. 

Your Lourdes Sunday Liturgy at Home 
ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

June 13, 2021 
 
Prelude:  Center yourselves first by singing along with Thomas A. 
Dorsey’s “It’s A Highway to Heaven”: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s8mQJUo_Cn0 
 
Leader:   The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and 

the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All:  And with your spirit. 
 
Penitential Act 
Lord Jesus, You compared God’s reign to a tiny mustard seed: 
 Lord, have mercy. 
Christ Jesus, You promised that seed would grow and flourish: 
 Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, You invite us to trust that God’s reign will come to flower: 
 Lord, have mercy. 
  
Opening Prayer 
O God, at whose bidding the seed will sprout 
and the shoot grow toward full stature, 
hear the prayer of your assembled people. 
Make us trust in your hidden ways, 
that we may pray with confidence 
and wait for your kingdom now growing in our midst. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God for ever and ever.   LET THE CHURCH SAY – AMEN. 
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First, listen to “Thank You,” Richard Smallwood with Vision, Live in 
Atlanta album, and come to the readings focused on gratitude: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xdZdWQF7S14 
 

Readings for Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
June 13, 2021 

1st Reading – Ezekiel 17:22-24 

22 Thus says the Lord GOD: I, too, will take from the crest of the 
cedar, from its topmost branches tear off a tender shoot, and plant it 
on a high and lofty mountain; 

23 on the mountain heights of Israel I will plant it. It shall put forth 
branches and bear fruit, and become a majestic cedar. Birds of every 
kind shall dwell beneath it, every winged thing in the shade of its 
boughs. 

24 And all the trees of the field shall know that I, the LORD, bring low 
the high tree, lift high the lowly tree, wither up the green tree, and 
make the withered tree bloom. As I, the LORD, have spoken, so will I 
do. 
  The Word of the Lord…..Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm – 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16 

R. Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 

2 It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 
to sing praise to your name, Most High, 
3 To proclaim your kindness at dawn 
and your faithfulness throughout the night. 
R. Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 

13 The just one shall flourish like the palm tree, 
like a cedar of Lebanon shall he grow. 
14 They that are planted in the house of the LORD 
shall flourish in the courts of our God. 
R. Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 
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15 They shall bear fruit even in old age; 
vigorous and sturdy shall they be, 
16 Declaring how just is the LORD, 
my rock, in whom there is no wrong. 
R. Lord, it is good to give thanks to you. 

2nd Reading – 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 

6 Brothers and sisters: We are always courageous, although we know 
that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, 

7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 

8 Yet we are courageous, and we would rather leave the body and go 
home to the Lord. 

9 Therefore, we aspire to please him, whether we are at home or away. 

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each may receive recompense, according to what he did in the body, 
whether good or evil. 

  The Word of the Lord…..Thanks be to God. 

Gospel – Mark 4:26-34 

26 Jesus said to the crowds: “This is how it is with the kingdom of 
God; it is as if a man were to scatter seed on the land 

27 and would sleep and rise night and day and through it all the seed 
would sprout and grow, he knows not how. 

28 Of its own accord the land yields fruit, first the blade, then the ear, 
then the full grain in the ear. 

29 And when the grain is ripe, he wields the sickle at once, for the 
harvest has come.” 

30 He said, “To what shall we compare the kingdom of God, or what 
parable can we use for it? 
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31 It is like a mustard seed that, when it is sown in the ground, is the 
smallest of all the seeds on the earth. 

32 But once it is sown, it springs up and becomes the largest of plants 
and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the sky can dwell in 
its shade.” 

33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them as they were 
able to understand it. 

34 Without parables he did not speak to them, but to his own disciples 
he explained everything in private. 

  The Gospel of the Lord…..Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ. 

Reflective Interlude: 
First, listen to “I Know Something About God’s Grace,” sung by W. 
Clifford Petty: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5-cctseKXQs  
 
 
Reflection Prompts: 

One of the greatest challenges the Gospels give us is to drop our 
expectations so that we can be open to God’s possibilities.  St. Paul 
tells us that God’s plan is infinitely greater than we can imagine.  In 
the end, trusting God’s plan and timetable may ask more of us than 
all the things we might think we should or could do to make God’s 
kingdom come. 

• Have you felt impatient or untrusting over the past year of 
isolation?   

• What would restore your hope, your trust, your ability to wait 
with ease? 

• Psalm 92 sings in thanksgiving for all God has done.  What are 
you thankful for these days? 

 
 
Move into reverie by listening to “If I Faint Not” featuring the Our 
Lady of Lourdes Choir from its “Reap a Harvest in Due Season” CD: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YA4shxaQ00o 
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Meditation Prompts: 

St. Catherine of Siena said, “All the way to heaven is heaven, because 
Jesus said, ‘I am the way.’” For Catherine, the heaven we’re headed 
for can’t be found in a geography book. It exists in the quality of 
relationships shared among people and their God. The atmosphere of 
God’s eternity wafts into the present, transforming it and making 
those who experience it joyously hungry for more. Theologians call 
this “the already and not yet”; Paul speaks of it like homesickness for 
a place he hasn’t yet seen.  Center yourself and in the quiet focus on a 
piece of eternity you may have experienced. 

Then move into this week’s prayers of the faithful. 
 

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS – June 13, 2021 
ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
Presider:  Let us pray now for a world awaiting the fruitful reign of 
God. 
 
Worship Leader 

1. For the church: for all who hear the gospel call today to show 
the world the face of God’s compassion and forgiveness. We 
pray: Light our way, O God.  (RESPOND: Light our way, O 
God.) 
 

2. For gardeners, farmers, teachers, counselors, artists and all 
whose work involves trusting in future outcomes.  We pray:  
Light our way, O God. 

 
3. For anyone who calls upon the mercy of God today and for 

everyone who forgives another person today. We pray:  Light 
our way, O God. 

 
4. For the nation to address its past sins and embrace a future of 

full Emancipation of minds and hearts, as we observe 
Juneteenth.  We pray: Light our way, O God. 
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5. For the success of our Moving Forward in Faith campaign to 
build a new spiritual home. We pray: Light our way, O 
God. 

  
6. For a spirit of sacrifice and courage as we accept our role in 

caring for the Earth given to us by our Creator. We pray: 
Light our way, O God.  

   
7. For leaders of prosperous countries to increase their 

assistance to nations struggling with issues of hunger and 
health care.  We pray:  Light our way, O God. 

 
8. For common sense gun laws to be enacted nationally and in 

the states. We pray: Light our way, O God. 
 

9. For Afghanis who assisted Allied Forces over the past 20 years 
to be rescued from peril and welcomed among us.  We pray: 
Light our way, O God. 

 
10.  For all our loved ones in the military, that they may be 

returned to us safely and reunited with their families.  We 
pray:  Light our way, O God. 
 

11.  For our Stephen Ministry, its leaders, and all Care Team 
members and receivers here at Lourdes.  We pray: Light our 
way, O God 

 
12. For all those who are separated from us by infirmity, 

especially those afflicted by COVID-19, and for all those living 
with HIV and AIDS, that they know our community’s care for 
them. We pray: Light our way, O God. 

 
13. For all the dead, that they see God face to face, especially 

Raymond Burrows, Percy Walker and Elaine Cole for whom, 
this Mass is being celebrated.   We pray: Light our way, O 
God. 

 
14. Please share any intention you have [PAUSE..…] as well 

as all our own needs.  We pray: Light our way, O God. 
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Presider: Loving God, we live in a time of planting, waiting, 
believing and hoping. Give us the courage to move toward the future, 
and give the world a harvest of justice and peace. We ask this in the 
name of your Son, Jesus.   LET THE CHURCH SAY……AMEN! 
 
Sing or recite “The Lord’s Prayer.”  
 
Then, behold this song – “And He Blessed My Soul” sung by Robert 
E. Person at Holy Comforter-St. Cyprian choir conducted by Kenneth 
W. Louis:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rP8C34XrcAw 
 
Closing Prayer 

O God, the strength of all who hope in you, 
accept our earnest prayer. 
And since without you we are weak and certain to fall, grant us always 
the help of your grace, that in following your commands 
we may please you in desire and in deed. We ask this through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for 
ever and ever.  LET THE CHURCH SAY – AMEN. 

Closing Song 

“Highway to Heaven” interpreted by the Richard Smallwood chorale:
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1roLhYjodg 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


