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Your Lourdes Sunday Liturgy at Home 
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

September 26, 2021 

“For whoever is not against us is for us.” 

– Mark 9:40 

Pope Francis has tried to warn us that the word of God is 
unruly, that it accomplishes what it wills in ways that surpass our 
calculations and ways of thinking, in his exhortation on proclaiming 
the Good News (“The Joy of the Gospel” #22). Frankly, the unruliness 
of the word has been a problem for God’s people from their very 
beginnings, and today’s readings show us how and why. 

 
We are dealing here with a perennial religious problem: 

frustration when God declines to respect our rules and restrictions. 
We see this in the first reading from the Book of Numbers.  What’s 
more, Mark gives us another example of this difficulty in today’s 
Gospel story, one of many in which the disciples come off so poorly 
that it’s easy to look down on them rather than recognize ourselves in 
them. 

 
To get the full impact of the first reading, we need to see it in 

the context of Numbers 11. There in the Exodus story we hear about 
the riffraff’s discontent with their desert diet and Moses’ anguished 
plea that God either start acting like a good mother (“Was it I who 
conceived this people?”) or let him die free of responsibility for the 
people God gave birth to in the Exodus (Num 11:4-15).   

 
God’s solution to Moses’ problem was to call forth helpers, 

others who could share the grace and burden of leadership, so that 
Moses would not be so alone. But two of those helpers had remained 
in the camp instead of going out to the meeting tent where the Ark of 
the Covenant dwelled. These two stragglers, Eldad and Medad, also 
received the spirit, and as soon as they began to exercise the grace of 
prophetic leadership, problems arose.   

 
When God entered, the scene predictability vanished. Two guys 

who didn’t fulfill all the requirements received and exercised God’s 
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grace anyway. We don’t know why Eldad and Medad didn’t get out to 
the meeting tent for the big event. All we know is that the spirit came 
upon them in the camp and they exercised the gift God had given 
them — much to the chagrin of those who prided themselves in 
having met the qualifications and obeyed all the rules. 

 
In the case of the disciples and the “unauthorized” exorcist 

(Mark 9:38-41), Mark shows how the disciples inadvertently exposed 
themselves while insisting on their righteousness. Like the tattletale 
in Moses’ story in Numbers, John informed Jesus that someone who 
“does not follow us” was driving out demons.  

 
There are two major problems in that statement. First of all, 

John’s very words demonstrated his erroneous conviction that the 
disciples were the ones others should follow. That demonstrates his 
lack of understanding of the meaning of the word “disciple” (one who 
learns discipline from another) or apostle (one sent by another).  

 
John’s second problem, even more egregious than the first, was 

that he missed the point that being called to discipleship was a 
vocation to collaborate in God’s plan for humanity. Disciples oriented 
to God’s plan would have rejoiced like Jesus that someone else, 
anyone else, was involved in the successful struggle against the 
demonic. 

 
Perhaps part of our problem is with our vision of the demonic, 

or even what is most important in matters religious.  Pope Francis 
identified the danger of disordered — we might even say demonic — 
orientations in the church, and he warned his curia against “The 
ailment of rivalry and vainglory: when appearances, the color of one's 
robes, insignia and honors become the most important aim in life.” 
We need to be aware that all of us own a share of this problem. 

 
God’s grace is unruly. It comes to change us, to correct our 

orientation, to direct us beyond ourselves and our desires for 
importance or exclusive claims to the truth. Perhaps we could put this 
message into action this week by purposely recognizing and 
promoting the good accomplished by people different from ourselves.   
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Your Lourdes Sunday Liturgy at Home 
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

September 26, 2021 
 
Prelude:  Center yourselves first by singing along with “Every 
Praise” by Hezekiah Walker & The Love Fellowship Crusade Choir in 
a flash mob edition: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UuuZMg6NVeA 
 
Leader:   The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and 

the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All:  And with your spirit. 
 
Penitential Act 
Lord Jesus, you came to us as priest, prophet and king: 
 Lord, have mercy. 
Christ Jesus, you call us to bless, prophecy and lead in today’s world. 
 Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you send your Spirit upon us to enlighten and strengthen 
us for your mission: 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
Opening Prayer 

Pour out your Spirit, O God, over all the world to inspire every heart 
with knowledge and love of you. Grant that we who confess Jesus as 
Lord may shun whatever is contrary to this faith and give witness to 
your love that has saved us in Christ, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.  LET THE CHURCH 
SAY – AMEN. 

Then move on to this Sunday’s readings: 
 

Readings for Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
September 26, 2021 

1st Reading – Numbers 11:25-29 

25 The LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to Moses. Taking 
some of the spirit that was on Moses, the LORD bestowed it on the 
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seventy elders; and as the spirit came to rest on them, they 
prophesied. 

26 Now two men, one named Eldad and the other Medad, were not in 
the gathering but had been left in the camp. They too had been on the 
list, but had not gone out to the tent; yet the spirit came to rest on 
them also, and they prophesied in the camp. 

27 So, when a young man quickly told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are 
prophesying in the camp,  

28 Joshua, son of Nun, who from his youth had been Moses’ aide, said, 
“Moses, my lord, stop them.” 

29 But Moses answered him, “Are you jealous for my sake? Would that 
all the people of the LORD were prophets! Would that the LORD 
might bestow his spirit on them all!” 

  The Word of the Lord…..Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm – Psalms 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14 

R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 

8 The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul; 
the decree of the LORD is trustworthy, 
giving wisdom to the simple. 
R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 

10 The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of 
the LORD are true, all of them just. 
R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 

12 Though your servant is careful of them, 
very diligent in keeping them, 
13 yet who can detect failings? 
Cleanse me from my unknown faults! 
R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 

14 From wanton sin especially, restrain your servant; 
let it not rule over me. 
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Then shall I be blameless and innocent of serious sin. 
R. The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart. 

2nd Reading – The Letter of James 5:1-6 

1 Come now, you rich, weep and wail over your impending miseries. 

2 Your wealth has rotted away, your clothes have become moth-eaten, 

3 your gold and silver have corroded, and that corrosion will be a 
testimony against you; it will devour your flesh like a fire. You have 
stored up treasure for the last days. 

4 Behold, the wages you withheld from the workers who harvested 
your fields are crying aloud; and the cries of the harvesters have 
reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. 

5 You have lived on earth in luxury and pleasure; you have fattened 
your hearts for the day of slaughter. 

6 You have condemned; you have murdered the righteous one; he 
offers you no resistance. 

  The Word of the Lord…..Thanks be to God. 

Gospel – Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 

38 At that time, John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone driving 
out demons in your name, and we tried to prevent him because he 
does not follow us.” 

39 Jesus replied, “Do not prevent him. There is no one who performs a 
mighty deed in my name who can at the same time speak ill of me. 

40 For whoever is not against us is for us. 

41 Anyone who gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to 
Christ, amen, I say to you, will surely not lose his reward. 

42 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it 
would be better for him if a great millstone were put around his neck 
and he were thrown into the sea. 



 6 

43 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter 
into life maimed than with two hands to go into Gehenna, into the 
unquenchable fire. 

45 And if your foot causes you to sin, cut if off. It is better for you to 
enter into life crippled than with two feet to be thrown into Gehenna. 

47 And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. Better for you to 
enter into the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be 
thrown into Gehenna, 

48 where ‘their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched.'” 

 The Gospel of the Lord…..Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ. 

Reflection Prompts: 
• Name one truly good person whom you know who is not a 

Christian.  What is it about them that Jesus would say: 
“whoever is not against us is for us”? (Mark 9:40) 

• How can we as Catholics make coalition with other people of 
good will to make common cause on addressing the needs of the 
poor? 

• Why does Jesus hold insiders to a high standard of behavior? 
 
Meditation Prompts: 

• Think of a time when you have experienced a healing word or 
touch from someone who was not an authorized minister?  Try 
to have a sense memory of that encounter.  Thank God for that 
gift and ask for the vision to see more. 
 

First sing along with “Holy Spirit (Fall Down)” – concert version with 
Richard Smallwood & Vision: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bgwuqxQa46s  
 
Then move into this week’s prayers of the faithful. 
 

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS –September 26, 2021  
26th Sunday of the Church Year  

Presider:  God of mercy, hear our prayers and give us the grace to 
serve our world. 
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Worship Leader  
1. For the Church to rejoice at every sign of the Spirit’s presence 

and recognize as disciples all who proclaim the reign of God 
with the truth of their words and the compassion of their 
deeds.  We pray: Come, Holy Spirit.  (RESPOND: Come, 
Holy Spirit.) 

 
2. For those who store up earthly treasures and deny the poor 

just wages to hear the cries of the poor and respond. We pray:  
Come, Holy Spirit.    

  
3. For more humane and compassionate treatment of the 

Haitian and other immigrant peoples seeking asylum now on 
the border at Del Rio, Texas. We pray:  Come, Holy Spirit.  

  
4. For the General Assembly of the United Nations to expand 

the commitment to address climate change. We pray: Come, 
Holy Spirit.  

  
5. For the women and girls of Afghanistan to be allowed full 

participation in society, government and education.  We pray: 
Come, Holy Spirit.  

  
6. For a good harvest, that farmers produce enough to feed the 

poor and the millions of refugees world-wide.  We pray: 
Come, Holy Spirit.  

  
7. For the success of our Moving Forward in Faith campaign to 

build a new spiritual home. We pray:  Come, Holy Spirit.  
  

8. For an end to the Death Penalty and Human Trafficking, 
especially in Georgia. We pray:  Come, Holy Spirit.   

 
9. For all who received Covid compassionate early-release from 

federal prisons be allowed to stay on home-confinement or 
receive clemency. We pray: Come, Holy Spirit.  
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10. For our Stephen Ministry, its leaders, and all Care Team 
members and receivers here at Lourdes.  We pray: Come, 
Holy Spirit. 

 
11.  For all who are separated from us by infirmity, especially 

those listed in our bulletin and prayer book, and for all those 
living with HIV and AIDS, that they know God’s mercy and 
our care. We pray:  Come, Holy Spirit.  

 
12.  For all the dead, that they see God face to face, especially Kay 

Fred Schultz, for whom this Mass is being celebrated.  We 
pray:  Come, Holy Spirit.  

 
13.  Please share any intention you have [PAUSE..…] as well as all 

our own needs.  We pray: Come, Holy Spirit.  
  
Presider:  God, giver of all grace and mercy, hear the prayers we 
place before you and those we hold in the silence of our hearts. 
Strengthen our resolve to devote more of our time, talent and 
treasure to those in need. This we ask, through Christ, our Lord.   
LET THE CHURCH SAY……AMEN!  
  

Sing or recite “The Lord’s Prayer.”  
Then, behold this song “(God of a) Second Chance” by Hezekiah 
Walker and the Love Fellowship Crusade Choir on the “By Any Means 
Necessary:  Live in New York” album: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gLWFmb8TTQM 
 
Closing Prayer 
God of heaven and earth, your almighty power is shown above all 
in your willingness to forgive and show mercy; let your grace descend 
upon us without ceasing, that we may strive for the things you have 
promised and come to share the treasures of heaven. We ask this 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. 

LET THE CHURCH SAY – AMEN. 
 
Closing Song 
“Go Ye Therefore and Teach All Nations”: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cabE3iGCTZw  


