
 1 

 
 

Your Lourdes Sunday Liturgy at Home 
Second Sunday of Easter (Sunday of Divine Mercy) 

April 11, 2021 
  

“I have seen the Lord”– Mary Magdalene, 
John 20:18 

 
“We have seen the Lord,” the disciples to Thomas 

John 20:25 
 

“And their eyes were opened and 
they recognized him” –in Emmaus 

Luke 24:31 
 

“And behold, Jesus met them….” 
Matthew 28:9 

 
 

 Alleluia!  He is risen!  And for the 40 days after Easter the risen 
Christ appears variously – to Mary Magdalene who at first mistook 
him for the gardener at the tomb; to the disciples holed up in the 
upper room twice, the second time with Thomas present; to the two 
disciples fleeing Jerusalem to hunker down in Emmaus; to the 
disciples who had gone fishing and encountered him preparing them 
breakfast on shore.   
 
 The earliest copies Gospel of Mark have no appearances, in 
contrast to the other three Gospels.  Later editors appended a 
summary of the sightings.  But what Mark does do is point his 
contemporaries and us to where we can find the Risen Lord.  A 
mysterious white clad stranger (most probably God’s messenger, aka 
an angel) at the tomb says to the women: “But go and tell his disciples 
and Peter, ‘He is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him, 
as he told you.’”  Go to Galilee – a place on the edge of society, a place 
where those on the margins live.  That’s where Jesus wants to be.  We 
can join him there in our ministries and in our works of solidarity. 
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Today’s passage from John collapses the time between the 

Resurrection and Pentecost (traditionally 50 days later) and has Jesus 
breathing on the assembled disciples and giving them Holy Spirit on 
the first day after Easter Sunday.  The disciples isolated themselves in 
that Upper Room after Good Friday, fearful, dejected, worrying, 
abandoned, perplexed, and just plain sad.  They too probably left that 
place of refuge only to get supplies.  Maybe that’s why Thomas was 
absent when “Jesus came and stood in their midst.”   

 
Poor Thomas.  He gets the nickname “Doubting Thomas” 

because of his demand to see the wounds of Jesus before he’d believe 
that his Savior had somehow got into the locked Upper Room.  His 
response to Jesus – “My Lord and my God!” – is the strongest, 
clearest profession of faith made in all the Gospels.  Thomas 
recovered splendidly.  And he probably did not actually touch those 
wounds that he said he wanted to examine.   

 
Jesus has a message for us: “Blessed are those who have not  

seen and have believed.”  And the Gospel author John gives us 
another window into the story where we can step in and be a part.   
Earlier in the Gospel, he began speaking of the unnamed “Disciple 
Whom Jesus Loved,” which gives us an opening to be that very 
person.  Here, Thomas is called “Didymus” which means “twin” in 
Greek.  We could be that unnamed Twin, and that Twin could be 
either a maternal twin or a fraternal twin, a woman or a man.  So you 
are invited to put yourself into the narrative. 
 

The reading from the Acts of the Apostles gives a picture of the 
earliest Christian community – even before they were called 
“Christians” (that name came to be used when the first community of 
Gentiles was created a while later in Antioch, as noted in Acts 11:19-
26).  Our section of Acts this weekend (4:32-35) is one of three 
summary passages (along with 2:42-47 and 5:12-16) that outline, 
somewhat ideally, the chief characteristics of the early Jerusalem 
community who followed “the way” of Jesus.  These markers 
included: 

 

• Keeping to the teachings of the Twelve Disciples; 

• Centering the community on the Eucharistic liturgy; 
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• Creating a system of distributing of goods that led to 
wealthier members to sell their possessions when the 
needs of the community’s poor required it; 

• Continuing to attend services at the Jewish temple, since 
at this very early stage of development there was little 
thought of any dividing line between Judaism and “the 
way” of Jesus. 

• Celebrating their shared meals in home churches with  
“exultation and sincerity of heart.”   

 
The exuberance, the joy and the idealism spill off the page.  How can 
we try to recapture that ardor and zeal in our worship, in our ministry 
and in our feasting together? 
 

Your Lourdes Sunday Liturgy at Home:  Divine Mercy 
April 11, 2021 

Prelude: “This Is the Day,” Leon C. Roberts
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fK3XmctnEmE 

 
In the name of the Father, † and of the Son, and  
of the Holy Spirit.     Amen 
 
Lord Jesus, you shared your peace with the fearful disciples:  

 Lord, have mercy. 
Christ Jesus, you bestowed the Holy Spirit upon them:  

Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you did this so that others may have life in your name:  

Lord, have mercy. 
 
Opening Prayer: 
God of everlasting mercy, each year when the feast of Easter returns 
you enliven the faith of your holy people. 
Increase in us the grace you have already bestowed, 
that we may understand more fully  
in whose font we have been washed, 
in whose Spirit we have been reborn, 
and in whose blood we have found redemption. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God forever and ever……Let the church say – Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fK3XmctnEmE
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Listen to this classic, and then read this weekend’s Scriptures: 
“For God So Loved the World,” the Rev. James Cleveland and the 
Gospel Music Workshop of America Mass Choir:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQLcvRFC9_o 

 
Readings for Second Sunday of Easter 

1st Reading – Acts 4:32-35 

32 The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one 
claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they had 
everything in common. 

33 With great power the apostles bore witness to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, and great favor was accorded them all. 

34 There was no needy person among them, for those who owned 
property or houses would sell them, bring the proceeds of the sale, 

35 and put them at the feet of the apostles, and they were distributed 
to each according to need. 

The Word of the Lord…..Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 118 
 
R. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is 
everlasting. 
Let the house of Israel say, 
“His mercy endures forever.” 
Let the house of Aaron say, 
“His mercy endures forever.” 
Let those who fear the LORD say, 
“His mercy endures forever.” 
 
R. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is 
everlasting. 
I was hard pressed and was falling, 
but the LORD helped me. 
My strength and my courage is the LORD, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQLcvRFC9_o
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and he has been my savior. 
The joyful shout of victory 
in the tents of the just: 
 
R. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is 
everlasting. 
The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone. 
By the LORD has this been done; 
it is wonderful in our eyes. 
This is the day the LORD has made; 
let us be glad and rejoice in it. 
R. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, his love is 
everlasting. 

2nd Reading – 1 John 5:1-6 

Beloved: 
1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God, 
and everyone who loves the Father loves also the one begotten by 
him. 

2 In this way we know that we love the children of God when we love 
God and obey his commandments. 

3 For the love of God is this, that we keep his commandments. And his 
commandments are not burdensome, 

4 for whoever is begotten by God conquers the world. And the victory 
that conquers the world is our faith. 

5 Who indeed is the victor over the world but the one who believes 
that Jesus is the Son of God? 

6 This is the one who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ, not 
by water alone, but by water and blood. The Spirit is the one that 
testifies, and the Spirit is truth. 

The Word of the Lord…..Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel:  John 20:19 – 31 
 
On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. 
The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 
Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, 
and whose sins you retain are retained.” 
 
Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. 
So the other disciples said to him, “We have seen the Lord.” 
But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands 
and put my finger into the nail marks 
and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
Now a week later his disciples were again inside 
and Thomas was with them. 
Jesus came, although the doors were locked, 
and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands, 
and bring your hand and put it into my side, 
and do not be unbelieving, but believe.” 
Thomas answered and said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 
Jesus said to him, “Have you come to believe because you have seen 
me?  Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.” Now, 
Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are 
not written in this book. 
But these are written that you may come to believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that through this belief you may have life in his name. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord…..Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Move into reflection through listening to “Just for Me”: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=roLWtW6lP6c 

 
 
Reflection Prompts: 
 

“Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.” 
        – John 20:29 

  
1. In three places in this Gospel passage, Jesus says, “Peace be 

with you.”  Imagine Jesus saying that to you.  What kind of 
peace would you want?  What kind of peace do you need? 

 
2. Despite locked doors, Jesus came and stood in the midst of the 

fearful disciples.  At this time of our being cooped up and wary, 
how are we letting Jesus enter our houses and lives?  Do you 
feel Jesus walk beside you everyday?   

 
3. Thomas initially wanted to see and touch Jesus to believe that 

he was alive.  What do you need to see and touch to come to 
greater belief 
 

4.  Each day this early Christian community in Jerusalem prayed 
both in the temple and in the “breaking of bread” in their 
homes.  And in both worship experiences, they did it with gusto.  
These were especially exuberant in the house “churches” where 
they ate “with exultation and sincerity of heart.”  How does this 
compare with weekend liturgies at Lourdes?   

 
5. What is the most attractive feature of this first Christian 

community?  The fellowship?  The sharing?  The recruiting of 
new members?  The ministries of healing? 

 
Let the discussion wind down and come to a close, and then after a 
period of centering, move into the intercessions.    

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=roLWtW6lP6c
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GENERAL INTERCESSIONS – April 11, 2021 
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER – DIVINE MERCY 

 

Presider: Church, let us pray for all believers and for all who struggle with 

doubt.  

 

Worship Leader 

1. For those whose faith has been shaken by life’s circumstances or 

who doubt their capacity to believe.  We pray: Fix us, O God.  

(RESPOND: Fix us, O God.) 

 

2. For the ability to recognize the presence of God in our midst, even 

in times of fear. We pray: Fix us, O God. 

 

3. For the success of our Moving Forward in Faith campaign to build a 

new spiritual home. We pray: Fix us, O God. 

 

4. For the gift of forgiveness bestowed on us by Christ Jesus and made 

active through the healing presence of the Spirit. We pray: Fix us, O 

God.  

   

5. For our Stephen Ministry, those in training to be ministers, and all 

Care Team members and receivers here at Lourdes.  We pray: Fix 

us, O God. 

 

6. For a just result in case of the death of George Floyd, and for 

positive change to policing be one outcome. We pray: Fix us, O 

God. 

 

7. For commitments and actions to renew the face of the Earth with 

clean soil, water and air for the benefit of future generations.  We 

pray: Fix us, O God. 

 

8. For an end to the Death Penalty and Human Trafficking, especially 

in Georgia. We pray: Fix us, O God. 

 

9. For all who seek healing from substance use disorders and mental 

health issues, that they find help and mutual support.  We pray: Fix 

us, O God.   
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10. For all those who are separated from us by infirmity, especially 

those afflicted by the corona-virus, and for all those living with HIV 

and AIDS, that they know our community’s care for them. We pray: 

Fix us, O God. 

 

11. For all the dead, that they see God face to face, especially Verda 

Abshire Skrmetta and Ernestine Miller, for whom this Mass is being 

celebrated.  We pray: Fix us, O God. 

  

12. Please share any intention you have [PAUSE..…] as well as all our 

own needs.  We pray: Fix us, O God. 

 

Presider: God of mercy, we are grateful that you know and love us not only 

in our strengths, but also in our weakest moments. Uphold us when we are 

doubtful, and encourage us when we are afraid. Help us to remember your 

unending mercy. We ask this in the name of Jesus, who calls us to believe. 

LET THE CHURCH SAY – AMEN! 
 

Then sing or recite the Lord’s Prayer, after which you can experience: 
“Total Praise” Richard Smallwood with Vision “Live in Detroit” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vv9-WlymKg0 

 
Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, watch over your Church with unfailing care,  

that we who have received new life through Christ may come to the 

glory of the resurrection. Grant this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Let the Church say……AMEN! 

Closing Hymn:  Jesus Christ is Risen Today 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia, 
our triumphant holy day, Alleluia,  
who did once upon the cross, Alleluia,  
suffer to redeem our loss; Alleluia! 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia,  
unto Christ our heavenly king, Alleluia,  
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia,  
sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

But the pains that he endured, Alleluia, 
Our salvation have procured, Alleluia,  
now above the sky he’s King, Alleluia,  
where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 
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