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Your Lourdes Sunday Liturgy at Home 
Sixth Sunday of Easter  
Mothers’ Day Weekend 

May 9, 2021 
 

“…for God is love.” 
1 John 4:8 

 
Jesus said:   

“I have called you friends….” 
John 15:15 

 
Our Scriptures this weekend center on God’s love and 

friendship.  They also prepare us for the abandonment issues we will 
experience with the Ascension next weekend and give us a preview of 
Pentecost in the Spirit’s falling down on Gentiles in Cornelius’ 
household (Acts 10:44) – which is an example of the Holy Spirit being 
ahead of the Church and leading it forward.  Meanwhile, find some 
quiet time this week to ponder the friendship Jesus offers to us.   

 
Praying with the Icon of Friendship 

 
 

You might Explore the “Icon of Friendship” as an inspiration for 
prayer and for friendship. The icon was ‘written’ [“painted”] in the 
8th century by a Desert Mystic in the monastery in Bawait in Middle 
Egypt.  The original now hangs in The Louvre in Paris. As an image it 
has been popularized in recent decades by the Taizé community and 
is easily available in reproduction form.   The two friends are Jesus 
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and Abbé Ména, the Coptic abbot of the Bawait monastery, who has 
been interpreted as representing every person. It is easy to see why 
the image has received its popular title ‘icon of friendship’, with the 
two friends standing comfortably alongside each other with the arm 
of Jesus about the shoulder of his companion. 

 
Here are ways it can inspire us to pray in its spirit of friendship:  
 

1. Most fundamentally, as an image it communicates powerfully 
that Jesus is near to us, alongside us, with (as it were) a hand 
about our shoulder. We are never alone.  Jesus is modelled as 
our companion who walks alongside us every day; who guides 
us all the way; who shares our place and space.  
 

2. When friendship is exclusive, it’s pictured with two faces gazing 
at each other. However, this image suggests a very different 
reality – as our friend Jesus looks where we look, and he looks 
upon who we look upon.  
 

3. Conversely we can be encouraged that in friendship with Jesus 
we can look at what his eyes of love turn towards – we can see 
what he sees. The icon invites us to ask where is Jesus looking 
and what is he telling me about what he sees? Friendship with 
Jesus is shared compassion, longing, vision, insight, as we gaze 
with his eyes of love. Perhaps this is a good summary of prayer 
– to look with Jesus and share his gaze of love; to know that he 
shares our gaze, that he sees the world through our eyes. 
 

4. Although the icon is a relatively simple composition, it has 
much more detail than immediately seems apparent. First we 
can notice the hands of Abbé Ména – in one he holds a scroll 
and with the other he blesses. The scroll probably represents 
the rule of life of his monastic community; or, like the scroll 
Jesus takes up in the synagogue of Nazareth, the scripture from 
Isaiah [61:1] that is his own commission (‘the Lord has anointed 
me to preach the Good News to the poor…’) [Luke 4:18-19].  

o What does our scroll contain?  
o What rule of life shapes our praying and living?  
o What is our commission from Jesus our friend?  

These are good questions to explore in this Eastertide. 
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5. Abbé Ména’s hand of blessing is an invitation for us to recognize 

that prayer is the way in which we connect with the benediction 
of God – the face of blessing for us and for the world. As God’s 
people we are called to be a people of blessing – by noticing and 
naming God’s gracious presence and good intention.  Perhaps 
in an age of complaint and negativity we can begin our 
apprenticeship as people of Benediction.  
 

6. Lastly, the icon’s age has worn away the feet of Jesus but the 
feet of Abbé Ména are shown to be bare. In company with Jesus 
he treads gently on the earth, and this place and moment of 
shared encounter is ‘holy ground’. Friendship with Jesus calls 
us to friendship with the earth – to re-connection and 
recognition of our absolute felt connection with the rest of 
creation. Back in February, we began Lent with the reminder 
that we come from dust and shall return to dust – this is not 
only an expression of our mortality but also a reminder that we 
are ‘of’ the earth. Praying with bare feet, especially outside, 
might be a good prayer practice – a practice commended by 
Barbara Brown Taylor in her excellent book ‘An Altar in the 
World: Finding the sacred beneath our feet’.  

 
As we look towards the ebbing of the pandemic, may we experience a 
season of renewed and growing friendship. There is an invitation to 
link up with another or others to enable us to find ways of sharing the 
journey. Our friendship in faith with each other is inseparable from 
our friendship with Jesus.  Consider this passage from Being 
Christian by Rowan Williams, the retired Archbishop of Canterbury: 
 

“He has decided to be our friend – indeed, the word in Greek 
can be even stronger, our lover – the one who really embraces 
us and is as close as we can imagine. Very near the heart of  
Christian prayer is getting over the idea that God is somewhere  
a very, very long way off, so that we have to shout very loudly to 
be heard. On the contrary: God has decided to be an intimate  
friend and he has decided to make us part of his family, and we  
always pray on that basis.” 
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Your Lourdes Sunday Liturgy at Home 

Sixth Sunday of Easter  
May 9, 2021 

 
Prelude:  Sing along with “O How I Love Jesus” featuring Rev. 
James Moore:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihmePgaVcdg 
 
Opening Song:  Israel Houghton - "I Am A Friend of God" 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Warah3cS2F4 
 

  or with lyrics:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UI0cgUKMqRs 
 

or another version:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zUn5H6N2xa4 
 
Leader:  In the name of the Father, † and of the Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. 
Assembly: Amen 
 
Penitential Act: 
Lord Jesus, you showed the disciples the depth of God’s love: 
 Lord, have mercy. 
Christ Jesus, you commanded them to love one another: 
 Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you call us to keep the great commandment of love: 
 Lord, have mercy. 
 
Collect 
 
Faithful God, who loves us in Christ Jesus, 
send your Spirit of truth to dwell within us, 
that we may always reject what is false, 
live by the commands of Christ, 
and be true to the love you have shown us. 
 
Grant this through Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God forever and ever. 

Let the church say – Amen. 
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Readings Sixth Sunday of Easter, Year B 
May 9, 2021 

1st Reading – Acts of the Apostles 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 

25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and, falling at his feet, paid 
him homage. 

26 Peter, however, raised him up, saying, “Get up. I myself am also a 
human being.” 

34 Then Peter proceeded to speak and said, “In truth, I see that God 
shows no partiality. 

35 Rather, in every nation whoever fears him and acts uprightly is 
acceptable to him.” 

44 While Peter was still speaking these things, the Holy Spirit fell upon 
all who were listening to the word. 

45 The circumcised believers who had accompanied Peter were 
astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit should have been poured out 
on the Gentiles also, 

46 for they could hear them speaking in tongues and glorifying God. 
Then Peter responded, 

47 “Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people, who 
have received the Holy Spirit even as we have?” 

8 He ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
  The Word of the Lord……Thanks be to God. 
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Responsorial Psalm – 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 
R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power. 
1 Sing to the LORD a new song, 
for he has done wondrous deeds; 
His right hand has won victory for him, 
his holy arm. 
R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power. 

2 The LORD has made his salvation known: 
in the sight of the nations he has revealed his justice. 
3AB He has remembered his kindness and his faithfulness 
toward the house of Israel. 
R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power. 
 

3BC All the ends of the earth have seen 
the salvation by our God. 
4 Sing joyfully to the LORD, all you lands; 
break into song; sing praise. 
R. The Lord has revealed to the nations his saving power. 
 

2nd Reading – 1 Letter of John 4:7-10 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of God; everyone 
who loves is begotten by God and knows God. 

8 Whoever is without love does not know God, for God is love. 

9 In this way the love of God was revealed to us: God sent his only Son 
into the world so that we might have life through him. 

10 In this is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and 
sent his Son as expiation for our sins. 

  The Word of the Lord……Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel – John 15:9-17 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
9 “As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love. 

10 If you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as 
I have kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. 

11 “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and your joy 
might be complete. 

12 This is my commandment: love one another as I love you. 

13 No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. 

14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 

15 I no longer call you slaves, because a slave does not know what his 
master is doing. I have called you friends, because I have told you 
everything I have heard from my Father. 

16 It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed 
you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask the 
Father in my name he may give you. 

17 This I command you: love one another.” 

  The Gospel of the Lord…..Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ 

Reflection Prompts: 

In 1962, the prolific Swiss theologian Karl Barth (1886-1968) visited 
America and a reporter asked him how he would summarize the 
thousands of pages he had written. Barth replied, “Jesus loves me. 
This I know, for the Bible tells me so.” The simple refrain summarized 
over nine thousand pages of in-depth theology.  
 
First, listen to the “title song” “Jesus Loves Me” sung by Whitney 
Houston:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZNqAHrNNLqA .  Then reflect 
on how this simple but profound truth has informed your life. 
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o In what ways have you experienced being loved by God? 
o How does this experience affect how you understand yourself 

and relate to others? 
 
Meditative Moment: 
 
First, listen to “Dear Jesus I Love You” by Walter Hawkins and the 
Love Center Choir featuring Lynette Hawkins:   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QewO8Dv5vz4 
 

o Then spend some quiet moments with Jesus, your best friend.  
Allow his love and joy abide in you. 

o Ask God for the grace to love those you find most difficult to 
befriend and love. 

 
After a moment of contemplative ease, you also could listen to “Never 
Alone” by Walter Hawkins and the Love Center Choir on the “Love 
Alive II:  Gospel Nostalgia” album:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lm_teJxqlVo 
 
Afterwards move into the intercessions followed by singing or reciting 
the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS – May 9, 2021 
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

 
Presider: Let us pray for a world where love is often suspect and in 
short supply.  
 
Worship Leader 
 

1. For the church: that it may be a visible sign of God’s unending 
love for all peoples brought together into an inclusive Beloved 
Community.   We pray: Save us, O God.  (RESPOND: Save 
us, O God.) 

 
2. On this Mother’s Day, we pray for all the women who have 

mothered us, loved us and believed in us; and for the unsung 
women who are caregivers. We pray:  Save us, O God.   
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3. For all those women who birthed movements for civil rights, 
justice and inclusion. We pray: Save us, O God. 

 
4. For the success of our Moving Forward in Faith campaign to 

build a new spiritual home. We pray: Save us, O God. 
 

5. For the humility and gratitude to accept Jesus’ words of love 
and for the courage to be witnesses to that love wherever our 
lives may lead us. We pray: Save us, O God.  

   
6. For displaced persons, refugees, and all those driven from 

their homes or countries, that they find welcoming countries 
and for unaccompanied immigrant children be sheltered 
humanely and re-united with their loved ones.  We pray:  
Save us, O God. 

 
7. For sustained commitments and actions to care for the Earth 

to secure a future for all creatures great and small. We pray: 
Save us, O God. 

 
8. For an end to the Death Penalty and Human Trafficking, 

especially in Georgia.  We pray: Renew us, O God. 
 

9. For all who seek healing from substance use disorders and 
mental health issues, that they find help and mutual support.  
We pray: Save us, O God.   

 
10. For all those who are separated from us by infirmity, 

especially those afflicted by COVID-19, and for all those living 
with HIV and AIDS, that they know our community’s care for 
them. We pray: Save us, O God. 

 
11. For all the dead, that they see God face to face, especially Kori 

Gauthier, for whom this Mass is being celebrated.  We pray: 
Save us, O God. 

  
12. Please share any intention you have [PAUSE..…] as well 

as all our own needs.  We pray: Save us, O God. 
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Presider: God of love, you have shown yourself to us through Jesus 
and in whatever love we have experienced in our lives. Help us to love 
others with the same generosity with which you have loved us. We 
humbly ask this in the name of your Son, whose love is without 
bounds.   LET THE CHURCH SAY…….AMEN! 
 
Lord’s Prayer:  Sing or recite 
Then let this Walter Hawkins’ song wash over you: “God Will Open 
Doors” (1978) -- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6kJB87nLYn8 
 

MOTHERS DAY PRAYER AND BLESSING 
 
Lord, on this day set aside to honor and remember mothers,  
we give you thanks for our mothers. We are grateful that you chose 
to give us life through them, and that they received the gift of life 
from your hands, and gave it to us.  
 
Thank you for the sacrifices they made in carrying us and giving 
birth.  We thank you for the women who raised us, who mothered 
us in childhood.  Whether birth mom, adopted mom, older sister, 
aunt, grandmother, stepmother, or someone else, we thank you for 
those women who held us and fed us, who cared for us and kissed 
away our pain. We pray that our lives may reflect the love they 
showed us, and that they would be pleased to be called our moms.   
 
Lord, we thank you for the gift of motherhood. We thank you for 
the many examples of faithful mothers in Scripture, like Sarah, 
Hannah, Elizabeth, and Lois. We are mindful this day of all these 
women, and especially Mary the mother of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who had the courage in faith to say “Yes” to your calling.  May the 
women in our world emulate these examples of faith. And may 
they model for all the rest of us what it means to be your disciple.  
 
Bless these nurturing women in our lives and let them be 
comforted by someday hearing Jesus say to them, “Well done good 
and faithful servants.”  Let the Church say…..AMEN! 
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Closing Prayer: 

All-powerful and ever-living God, 
in the resurrection of Christ you restore us to eternal life. 
Increase within us the effects of this Easter mystery 
and pour out in our hearts the strength to live the  
Gospel.  We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

LET THE CHURCH SAY: AMEN 
 
 
Closing Hymn 
“O How I Love Jesus” featuring Rev. James Moore: 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihmePgaVcdg 
 
 
 
 
 


