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Forest Stewardship in a Changing Climate 

A virtual symposium for forest property owners 
April 21, April 28, & May 5, 2022 

 

Speakers and Topics 
April 21: 

6:00pm – 
7:00pm 

Climate Change Impacts and Adaptation in Forests of Western Washington  
Crystal Raymond, Climate Adaptation Specialist, Climate Impacts Group, 
University of Washington 
 
Small forest landowners have multiple objectives for their land, and these 
commonly include a healthy, thriving forest that provides a range of benefits 
(aesthetics, wildlife habitat, recreation, and forest/non-forest products). This 
presentation will describe some of the ways our changing climate may threaten 
those benefits, including the science that supports how our climate is changing. 
To address these challenges, I will present a range of actions landowners can 
take to reduce the impacts and increases the resilience of their forest now and 
for future generations.  
 

7:00pm – 
8:00pm 

Climate Change and Washington’s Wildlife: What might happen? 
Ken Bevis, WA Dept of Natural Resources Stewardship Wildlife Biologist: Small 
Forest Landowner Programs 
 
Climate Change is already having big effects on global systems, with associated 
changes to ecosystems. Wildlife exists usually as a response to habitat 
conditions driven by local weather, and climate. This presentation will explore a 
little of expected (or potential) changes to wildlife (and some fish) in 
Washington. Spotted owls, lynx and salmon will be discussed, and Al Gore will 
make a cameo appearance! 
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April 28: 

6:00pm – 
7:00pm 

Climate Change Effects on Forest Insects and Diseases 
Glenn Kohler, Forest Entomologist, Washington Department of Natural 
Resources 
 
As a result of climate change, more frequent and intense droughts can 
compromise tree defenses against attack by forest pests and reduce forest 
resiliency. This presentation will cover direct effects of drought damage and the 
major insects and pathogens likely to opportunistically attack weakened trees. 
Potential climate change effects on insect and pathogen behavior and 
development will also be discussed. 
 

7:00pm – 
8:00pm 

Trees, Drought, and Stress 
Henry D. Adams, Assistant Professor, School of the Environment, Washington 
State University, Pullman 
 
This talk will cover the interaction between heat and drought on stress in trees, 
and focus on the ultimate consequence of this stress – tree death from drought.  
I’ll use some examples from my past research in the southwest US, more recent 
work in the Northwest, and a global perspective on tree mortality.  I will also 
cover the role of thinning on reducing tree drought stress and increasing 
growth. 
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May 5: 

6:00pm – 
7:00pm 

Reforestation Considerations for Private Landowners Under a Changing 
Climate 
Robert A. Slesak, Research Forester, Pacific Northwest Research Station, US 
Forest Service 
 
Climate change has created uncertain and challenging conditions for successful 
reforestation.  A key adaptation strategy is to determine what species to plant 
and how to plant them to achieve short-term establishment success and long-
term resilience to future conditions.  The planting of species or populations 
within a species to locations outside their current range that may be more 
suitable in the future (i.e., assisted migration) is one approach that can be used 
by landowners to address changing conditions associated with climate change. 
Other considerations, such as the planting of species mixtures, reduced density, 
and novel planting configurations, may also be useful to increase resilience 
depending on management objectives.  This presentation will explore practices 
that private landowners can use to increase reforestation success under 
changing climate and the uncertainty associated with it.  
 

7:00pm – 
8:00pm 

Options for Adapting Forest Tree Species Composition in a Changing Climate 
Rolf Gersonde, Forest Ecologist, Seattle Public Utilities, Watershed 
Management Division 
 
Current tree species compositions of PNW forests are likely to be mal-adapted 
to future climate conditions, based on climate model projections and seed 
source movement studies. Forest managers have several options for adapting 
seed sources and species composition to changing climate conditions 
depending on management objectives and site conditions. Assisted migration is 
one option to adapt tree species and seed sources to assure future forest 
productivity and ecological functions. This presentation will discuss background 
and rationale for forest species adaptation. 
 

 


