
Entry Form – Tubing Systems 

Name: ___________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________ 

County of forested property where you’re tapping: ______________________________________ 

Parcel number(s) of property being tapped: ____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

I agree to provide accurate data and information related to site characteristics, trees, weather, sap 
yields, and other information related to bigleaf sugaring for the Sapsucker program.   

Yes No 

Since you plan on collecting sap via tubing, we cannot collect data on yields from individual trees.  
Instead, during the sap season you’ll be asked to report on total sap yield and quality throughout the 
sap season.  Please describe your tubing system by answering the questions below. 

What size tubing are you using? 

3/16ths   5/16ths  Other (please describe): __________________ 

How many taps do you have total? _______________________________ 

How many lines of tubing do you have?  _______________________________ 

What kind of tubing system are you using? 

Gravity only Low-power vacuum High-power vacuum 

Please describe the site characteristics of the area where you are collecting sap (AKA your 
“sugarbush”). 

What is the slope (percentage)? 

Completely flat (0%) 

Nearly flat (1-5%) 



 Gentle slope (5-10%)  

 Moderate slope (10-20%) 

 Steep slope (20-30%) 

 Very steep slope (30%+) 

What is the aspect of the area? 

 North   Northwest  West  Southwest 

 South   Southeast  East  Northeast 

 N/A (area is too flat have noticeable aspect) 

What is the elevation (in feet)? 

_________________________________________________ 

What is the species composition of the forest where you are tapping?  Please provide the names of 
other tree species present and their relative dominance in the stand (ex:  Douglas-fir – 30%, bigleaf 
maple – 40%, western redcedar 10%, red alder – 20%) 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do you know the soil type for the area you are tapping as defined by the USDA Web Soil Survey?  If yes, 
please provide the soil type below: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If you do not know the soil type, please provide a latitude and longitude for the general area you are 
tapping.  This can be easily done by going to Google Maps (https://www.google.com/maps/), finding 
your site, clicking on the area where you're tapping, and reading the coordinates (circled in red in the 
example image below).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm
https://www.google.com/maps/


Coordinates: ________________________________________________________________ 

Is there anything else about the site or your tapping system you’d like us to know about? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Thank you for providing your information.  Once this is reviewed you'll be given a link to an 
electronic survey where you can enter your sap yield data throughout the coming season.  Happy 
tapping!  

Important!  If you make changes and need to update your answers on this form throughout the 
season, please contact Patrick Shults (patrick.shults@wsu.edu).  

Reminder: 
To collect data on sap sugar content (AKA “brix”) you will need a field refractometer or a hydrometer 
that reads 0-10% sugar.  Here are a few places where you can purchase a refractometer: 

- Roth Sugarbush (refractometer)
- Smokey Lake (hydrometer)
- Amazon (refractometer)

If you’re unable to purchase a refractometer, providing only yield data is fine.  However, please contact 
patrick.shults@wsu.edu about potentially gaining access to a refractometer through your local 
conservation district or Extension office.   

mailto:patrick.shults@wsu.edu
https://www.rothsugarbush.com/product/sap-refractometer/
https://www.smokylakemaple.com/product-category/testing-instruments/density-testing/hydrometers/sap-density/
https://www.amazon.com/Refractometer-Synthetic-Machining-Low-Concentrated-Solutions/dp/B01NBYE6ER/ref=sr_1_3?crid=3TM5SXQGGG27I&keywords=sap+refractometer&qid=1661445376&sprefix=sap+refractometer%2Caps%2C154&sr=8-3
mailto:patrick.shults@wsu.edu
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