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Forester’s Notes
Happy New Year! It’s hard to believe that I am starting Volume 8 of
this newsletter. I wish all of you peace, health, and prosperity in 2015.
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If last year was a good one for you, may this year be even better. If
last year was a rough one for you, may this year bring restoration.
For this month’s column I would like to share part of my observations
from the forestry study tour I went on back in November. You may
recall that in previous newsletters I shared similar reflections from
forestry tours in Europe and Japan. I have found these visits to be very
beneficial for education and new ideas. I have also found them to be
quite relevant to this program, as small forest landowners around the
world struggle with the exact same issues you do but have different
methods and solutions for dealing with them. My observations and
commentary are probably going to raise a few eyebrows, but try to
remember that part of my job is to offer different perspectives, not to
persuade you in one direction or another but to encourage
interesting discussions and new ways of thinking about things.
The first thing to understand about Chile is that it is a mirror image of
our Pacific Coast – comparable latitudes, but in different directions
from the equator. Comparable climate, but with reversed seasons
(ever see Douglas-fir bud break in November??). Some of the maps I
saw when I was there even have south at the top instead of north. It
made me think about how northern hemisphere-centric we are.
Santiago, the capital, is at a comparable latitude to southern
California, and the landscape looks just like it – brown hills near the
coast, irrigated central valleys with huge agriculture production
(we’re getting some of their produce in our local stores right now),
and distant snow-capped peaks. If you go north you get into very dry
desert country. As you go south, it’s just like going north up our west
coast. The area we predominantly toured was comparable to the
northern Oregon coast. If you go further south (I wish!) down into
Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego, it’s like the coast of southeast Alaska.
From the days of the Spanish settlers up through the mid-20th
century, forests were intensively used for resource exploitation and
extraction, with the thought that the resources were endless. There
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was large-scale deforestation during these times. There was so much
erosion from deforestation that Chile’s once navigable rivers no
longer are—they have all filled in and are characterized by broad,
shallow flows with lots of sand bars. Recognizing the detrimental
impacts and the fact that Chile was about to become a net importer
of wood, the country began to turn things around during the mid20th century. They have since built up an economic powerhouse of
an industry with vast forested lands, production infrastructure, and
strong export markets all over the world.
The success of reforesting the country and building a strong industry
has largely come through plantation forestry. A big difference
between here and there is that they use exotic rather than native
species, primarily with radiata pine and eucalyptus, and even some
Douglas-fir. Radiata pine is native to the central California coast were
it is sort of a scrubby, low-quality tree. In Chile, though, it grows fast
and straight and beautiful, with growth rates that will astound you.
Using exotic species has some downfalls, especially eucalyptus with its
propensity to suck up so much water that valleys below go dry (I got
to see a field research site on this).

Look at those rings!
Chile does have an evolving and in some ways very advanced policy
approach for encouraging forestry and environmental protection.
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Reforestation after harvest is mandatory, financial incentives are given
for afforestation, forest practices are regulate, there are tax breaks and
other financial incentives for forest owners, and management plans
are required in order to obtain a logging permit. There are also laws
that prohibit converting native forest to plantations, as there has been
a growing recognition of the value of Chile’s native forests. Lands that
are already in plantations can continue to be managed as such,
though. This has set up a dichotomy on the landscape between very
intensely managed plantations for wood production and native
forests where the emphasis is on protection and restoration.
When I say intensively managed, I mean really intensive. Clear-cuts
are larger than what is allowed here in our state (it’s on the scale of
what we had back in the 1970s). Leave trees and buffers, while there
are some, are quite minimal. But get this—they take heavy machinery
across the landscape and rip rows for tree planting, just like you
would do for agriculture. This is done on some pretty steep slopes.
This has big advantages for planting, both for ease of planting and for
un-compacted soil for tree roots to become quickly established. I
asked about the impacts of the practices on erosion and such, and the
response was that they deal with it by getting new trees established
really quickly (and they do grow super-fast). Still, it was a bit shocking
to me to see such large clear-cuts with broad-scale, intense ground
disturbance.
Now here’s where my comments may make a few of you squirm.
These industrial forests with their large clear-cuts, exotic species,
minimal leave-trees, intense ground disturbance, and limited erosioncontrol are FSC-certified. These types of practices would not qualify
for certification here in the U.S. What we learned was that
certification standards are country-specific, and what’s considered
“sustainable” in one country may be considered very differently in
another. But if you go to the big-box store and look at the lumber, it
all has the same stamp. So are we really buying sustainable wood
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products? It depends, and like any free market, insufficient
information leads to inefficient choices.

This reminds me of a time a few years back when a coworker showed
me a bag of wood shims from a local store. He asked me what was
wrong with the picture. On the front it advertised FSC certification,
while on the back it said “product of South Africa.” South Africa is just
about the furthest point on the globe from where we are. What were
the environmental impacts of shipping that product to the other side
of the world? Was it really more environmentally-friendly than using
scraps off the floors of our own local mills instead? How does the
certification standard in South Africa compare to the U.S.?
My point is not to criticize forest certification, FSC or otherwise. There
is evidence in the literature that certification in our part of the world
can lead to better forest management, and that is the whole point. It
also opens up new market opportunities for landowners. My point,
rather, is this—the environment and the economy are both global.
Forest practices in Chile impact us, and vice-versa. What does it mean
for the U.S. to be a net importer of wood, as it has been for decades?
What are the global impacts of our desire to eliminate or at least
minimize timber harvesting in and around our communities while
instead importing wood from other parts of the world or substituting
non-renewable and carbon-intensive materials like metal, concrete,
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etc.? And what do the “green” labels on so many forest products
really mean?
I can’t help but think about a poster on the wall of the Extension
office here about the importance of local farms and local food. It says:
“Buy Local. It Matters.” The local food movement has really taken off.
What if we also had a local wood movement? What if we valued
proximity as much as a globally-variable certification standard? This is
not a new concept—a number of organizations are already working
on building support for local wood. It actually reminds me a lot of the
system I observed in Europe last spring where tree farms were a
visible and accepted part of the local landscape just like other types of
farms.
In closing, I want to reiterate how valuable these international study
opportunities have been to give a global context to our local issues.
An international perspective has helped me grow by challenging my
thinking, and I hope my observations can be a similar mental exercise
for some of you. By no means do I have some great answer to all
these issues, but I do think I have a better understanding of some of
the questions.
I have a whole lot more to tell you about what I saw and learned in
the Chilean woods. There were a variety of things that both surprised
and amazed me for good and for ill. If you would like to learn more
and see lots of pictures, please join me at 7 p.m. tonight (Tuesday
1/13) for a free slide show and discussion here at the Snohomish
County Extension office. Visit
http://forestry.wsu.edu/nps/events/winterseminar/ for details and to
RSVP (not required, but greatly appreciated).
Kevin W. Zobrist
Associate Professor, Extension Forestry
Serving the North Puget Sound Area
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Welcome San Juan County
We’ve grown again! Starting January 1st we welcomed able to
welcome San Juan County into the program with funding support
from San Juan County, San Juan County Extension, and the San Juan
Islands Conservation District. We will now be bringing forestry
education events up into the islands, starting with a field day on
Orcas Island in September. Watch this newsletter for more
announcements.
[return to top]

2015 Funding and Year at a Glance
The funding news is mostly good this year. Funding is stable in Island,
Skagit, and Whatcom counties, funding increased in King County,
and funding was added for San Juan County. We did take a sizeable
funding cut in Snohomish County, but keep this in perspective, as the
remaining Snohomish County funding is still more than most of the
other counties combined.
With all of this county support, we will be offering you more
programs than ever this year, including five Coached Planning classes
and three field days. Here’s a brief look at some of the programs we
have planned so far, with lots more in the works:
• Online Coached Planning – Starts February (see below)
• Monroe Coached Planning – Starts March (see below)
• Auburn-area Coached Planning (exact locale TBD) – Starts April
• Vashon Island Field Day – June
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• North Puget Sound Forest Owners Field Day – August 29th (see
below)
• Orcas Island Field Day – September
• Preston Coached Planning – Starts September
• Whidbey Coached Planning (Langley) – Starts October
[return to top]

Native Trees of Western Washington—It’s Here!
I have waited a long time to make this announcement. After what
seemed like endless printing and shipping delays, the book is in-stock
and for sale. You can get it directly from WSU Press at
http://wsupress.wsu.edu/shop/showbook.asp?id=393 or by calling
800-354-7360. Amazon does not yet have their stock, but Barnes and
Noble does (http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/native-trees-ofwestern-washington-kevin-w-zobrist/1120208822). If you would like
to support one of our local independent book stores, you can
purchase a copy at one of our upcoming book signings (see below).
Request it from your local library
Most libraries will purchase books published in
the past year on request from a patron with a
valid library card. This is a great way for you to
enjoy the book at no cost while also making it
available to students and others in your
community. Below are links to the request or
general contact page for a number of local
libraries:
• Anacortes Public Library
• Bellingham Public Library
• Burlington Public Library
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Everett Public Library
King County Library System
Mount Vernon City Library
Orcas Island Library
Pierce County Library system
San Juan Island Library
Seattle Public Library
Sno-Isle Libraries
Whatcom County Library System

Book Signings
• January 6th in Everett
• January 17th in Enumclaw
• January 31st in Stanwood (Country Living Expo)
• February 7th in Mount Vernon
• February 17th in Seattle (U-District)
• March 4th in Mill Creek
• March 10th in Forks
• May 7th in Everett
Some of these signings include presentations. All of the details are
available at http://forestry.wsu.edu/nps/events/nativetrees/
If you know of a local bookstore, organization, or other venue that
might like to host a native tree presentation and/or book-signing,
please let me know—I’m happy to come to your neighborhood.
[return to top]
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Chilean Forestry Talk
Last month I took a forestry study tour to Chile. Join me for a free
slide show and talk about forestry in a region quite similar to ours.
Learn about how Chile built a robust forest industry, the positive and
negative aspects of plantations of exotic trees, Chile’s evolving
approach to environmental sustainability, agroforestry on small forest
ownerships, and forest certification in Chile. Also learn about some of
their interesting tree species like monkey puzzle trees. I will also share
a bit from my forestry tours in Japan and Austria.
The talk will be Tuesday January
13th at 7:00 p.m. in the
Evergreen Room at WSU
Snohomish County Extension
(600 128th St SE Everett, WA
98208). This event is free and
registration is not required, but
RSVP is really appreciated (so
we can make sure we have
enough space). If you are able,
we encourage you to please bring a potluck dessert to share to
brighten up the event. To RSVP, please visit
http://forestry.wsu.edu/nps/events/winterseminar/ or call Lauren at
425-357-6023.
[return to top]

Forest Assessment for Real Estate Professionals
We are offering a new program called Forest Assessment for Real
Estate Professionals. This course is designed to provide real estate
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brokers and appraisers with forestry knowledge to assist their clients
in the buying and selling of wooded properties. You will learn to
assess properties for tree health, wildlife issues, invasive species issues,
restoration needs, wildfire risks, and potential recreational and income
opportunities.
This class will help you:
• Learn to recognize forest conditions that could set your buyers
up for future costs and headaches.
• Learn to spot opportunities for your buyers to enjoy high-quality
woodland settings and even produce income.
• Explore how to turn forest features into compelling selling
points.
• Learn how to help your clients avoid costly mistakes and benefit
from tax savings with Current Use programs
This class is approved by the Department of Licensing to provide 15
clock hours towards continuing education requirements for either
real estate licensees (Course #C9428) or appraisers (Course
#AP3343). The class will be held at the WSU Snohomish County
Extension building: 600 128th St SE, Everett, WA 98208. The class
includes four, Tuesday sessions from 3:30 PM – 7:00 PM, on January
20th and 27th, and February 3rd and 24, 2015. There will be a field
trip on Friday February 6th from 9 AM -12 PM.
The class fee is $160. There is a 15% discount if two people from the
same office sign up together, and a 30% discount if three or more
from the same office sign up together.
[return to top]
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Forestry Classes at the Country Living Expo
The WSU Extension Country Living Expo is a huge annual event at
Stanwood High School where you can choose up to five classes on
just about anything you want to learn about (there are well over 100
different classes to choose from). This year’s expo will be on Saturday
January 31st.
There are three forestry classes to choose from:
1. Chainsaws 101 for Women - Learn the chainsaw basics!
Starting the saw; basic handling and safety gear; choosing the
right saw for your needs; fuel and oil; chain sharpening. We will
be starting and handling saws in this class, but will not be
cutting anything. Instructor: Dr. Caitlin Price Youngquist.
Offered as a double session during either Sessions 1 and 2 (9:00
– 11:15) or 3 and 4 (11:30 – 1:30).
2. Mushroom Cultivation – Learn how to inoculate logs to grow
your own edible mushrooms. Instructor: Kevin Zobrist. Offered
during Session 2 (10:15 – 11:15)
3. Native Trees of Western Washington – Learn about the native
trees that you are likely to encounter in the Puget Sound area,
including identification, key features, ecological characteristics,
where they grow, which are susceptible to disease, and where or
where not to plant them on your property. Instructor: Kevin
Zobrist. Offered during Session 5 (2:15 – 3:15).
For complete details and registration, please visit
http://ext100.wsu.edu/skagit/countrylivingexpo/ or call the WSU
Skagit County Extension Office at 360-428-4270, ext 0.
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Forest Stewardship Coached Planning
Coached Planning is our flagship program. This comprehensive,
university-based forestry class will help you get the most out of the
land you love. Whether you have just a few acres of woods or a large
forest tract, if you have trees on your property, this class is for you.
Topics covered include:
• How do you know if your trees are healthy? What should you do
if they aren't?
• Are characteristics of your property attracting or repelling the
wildlife you enjoy? What can you do if wildlife cause damage?
• Are there certain trees you should always keep or remove? How
do you remove trees without damaging your land?
• When selling logs, are you getting a fair deal or getting ripped
off?
• How do you find or grow edible berries or mushrooms? How do
you cut holiday greens without hurting the tree?
• Are invasive and noxious weeds taking over your underbrush?
What are the risks and what can you do about it?
• What kind of soil do you have and how does that affect what
grows?
Save money, too!
As part of this class we will "coach" you in the writing of your own
simple forestry plan that may qualify you for property tax reductions
or conservation cost-share grants.
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What’s included:
• 7 – 8 classroom sessions
taught by forestry experts
• A Saturday field trip
• A large notebook full of
reference materials and howto guides
• A copy of the book Native
Trees of Western Washington
• A tree-measuring tool
• A one-on-one consultation at your property with a professional
forester.
We have four upcoming classes scheduled:
1. There will be an online class on Thursday nights starting
February 19, 2015. Visit
http://forestry.wsu.edu/nps/events/cponline/ or call 425-3576023 for details and registration information.
2. There will be a class in Monroe (Snohomish County) on Tuesday
nights starting March 31, 2015. For details and registration for
this class visit http://forestry.wsu.edu/nps/events/cpsnoco/ or
call 425-357-6023
3. There will be a class in Preston (King County) on Tuesday nights
starting September 22, 2015. For details and registration for this
class visit http://forestry.wsu.edu/nps/events/cppreston/ or call
425-357-6023
4. There will be a class in Langley (Whidbey Island) on Thursday
nights starting October 1, 2015. For details and registration for
this class visit http://forestry.wsu.edu/nps/events/cpwhidbey/ or
call 425-357-6023
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Summer 2015 Forest Owner Field Days
When you put up your new 2015 calendar, be sure to save the date
for one of our annual summer field days. These out-in-the-woods,
family-friendly events allow you to attend five or six different outdoor
classes and workshops on topics like tree planting, weed control,
thinning, tree diseases, mushroom-growing, and more.
North Puget Sound – August 29th
near Conway in Skagit County (this is
a new date – rescheduled from 8/22):
http://forestry.wsu.edu/nps/events/
• Vashon – June (details
forthcoming)
• Orcas – September (details
forthcoming)
• Western Washington – August 15th near Frances (Pacific
County)
• Eastern Washington – June 20th near Cle Elum (Kittitas County)
[return to top]

Focus On: Designated Forest Land
Designated forest land is a property tax assessment option for forest
landowners in the state of Washington. Normally, real property is
taxed based on an estimate of its fair market value, which should
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reflect what is called “highest and best use” (HBU), which is the most
economically advantageous use of the land (often real estate
development). With the designated forest land option, the taxable
value of forested land is assessed for forestry use, which is a much
lower value. This option was established by the Legislature in the
1970s (RCW 84.33).
The purpose of designated forest land is to encourage landowners to
maintain their land in forest use by mitigating economic disincentives
to do so. The Legislature recognized that productive forest lands
provide a multitude of public benefits such as water supply, soil
protection, stormwater management, wildlife habitat, aesthetics,
recreation opportunity, ecosystem health, and jobs (RCW
84.33.010(1)).
The assessed value of designated forest land is set in statute and in
2014 ranged from $1/acre to $189/acre based on soil productivity
and operability (i.e. ease/cost of timber extraction). Current values
can be found on the Department of Revenue (DOR) website at
http://dor.wa.gov/content/findtaxesandrates/othertaxes/timber/forst
_lvs.aspx. In contrast to these values, assessed market values could be
thousands of dollars per acre. Designating your land as forest can
reduce the tax burden by up to 99% on the forested portion of your
property. The assessment residential (e.g. home site) portion of your
property and any structures would not see a reduction.
To be designated as forest land, the land must be at least five
contiguous acres of forest (which can comprise multiple adjacent
parcels), not including any residential portion. If there is a residential
portion, typically a minimum of one acre is excluded. Thus,
landowners living on their property should have at least six acres
total, five of which must be forest. The law specifies that land
designated as forest must be “devoted primarily to growing and
harvesting timber” (RCW 84.33.035(5)). Landowners who are
primarily interested in aesthetics, recreation, habitat, etc. or otherwise
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do not intend to use their land for timber production should not
enroll in this option. At the discretion of the county assessor, a written
timber management plan may be required upon enrollment as or sale
of designated forest land. WSU Extension’s Forest Stewardship
Coached Planning classes (http://forestry.wsu.edu) are designed to
help land owners write their own qualifying timber management.
Land owners can also opt to pay a consultant to write the plan.
The acreage minimum for designated forest land used to be 20.
However, the law changed in 2014 to reduce this to five. A separate
but similar program, open space timber, was available to landowners
with five or more acres. The purpose of the law change was to
streamline and simplify things by not having two separate programs.
Counties are not required to eliminate the open space timber
program, but they are given the option to do so. Many counties are
currently doing this, and landowners may receive a notice from their
county assessor that their land is being transferred from open space
timber to designated forest land. This does not change the
landowner’s tax benefit or otherwise have negative impacts, so
landowners who receive this notice should not be concerned.
While designated forest land has its basis in state law, it is
administered at the county level by the assessor’s office. Application
must be made by December 31st for consideration the following
year. If the county does not make a decision about the application by
May 1st on that following year it is automatically considered
approved. If the application is approved that following year, the
property will be assessed that year at the new lower rate, for taxes
payable the next year after that. For example, if application is made
before December 31, 2015 and it is approved, the property will be
assessed at the lower value in 2016 for taxes payable in 2017. The
first year of lower tax payments would be 2017.
A significant tax (called compensating tax) must be paid if the
landowner wishes to remove the forest land designation at some
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point. This is calculated by taking the tax difference between the
designated forest land assessment and the full value assessment in the
year of removal and multiplying by nine years, or however many
years the land was enrolled, if fewer than nine. Landowners should
carefully consider their long-term plans before applying for
designated forest land. If a landowner is not committed to managing
the land for timber production for at least ten years, this designation
might not be a good option. Designated forest land can be sold and
can retain the designation so long as the buyer agrees in writing to
continue managing for timber production. This is called a
continuance. The county assessor may require the buyer to submit a
new timber management plan if signing a continuance. If the buyer
declines a continuous, the seller must pay the compensating tax
before the sale can be recorded.
Some have raised objections to the program, claiming that it is not
equitable to decrease the tax burden on forest land which
subsequently increases the burden on other land. Others, however,
note that forest land owners are expected to provide public benefits
with no compensation and also have many regulatory constraints
imposed upon them by the public. Furthermore, cost of community
services studies have found that forest lands contribute more in taxes
than they cost in public services (median of $0.37 in services required
per $1.00 of revenue produced), while residential lands cost more in
public services than they contribute in taxes ($1.19 in services
required per $1.00 of revenue produced) (American Farmland Trust
2007). Thus the issue of equitability is subject to debate.
[return to top]
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Subscription and Contact Info:
You are currently subscribed to the WSU Extension Puget Sound
Forest Stewardship mailing list. This newsletter is also available in a
standard print format. To subscribe, unsubscribe, change your
subscription options, or to access newsletter archives, visit
http://forestry.wsu.edu/nps/newsletter/ or call 425-357-6017.
Kevin W. Zobrist
Associate Professor, Extension Forestry
Washington State University
600 128th St SE
Everett, WA 98208-6353
425-357-6017
kevin.zobrist@wsu.edu
http://forestry.wsu.edu/nps/

Also join us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/wsuforestry

The WSU North Puget Sound Extension Forestry program is made
possible in part by funding from Snohomish County Surface Water
Management, the Snohomish Conservation District, King County,
Skagit County, Island County, and Whatcom County.
Extension programs and employment are available to all without
discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through
your local Extension office. Reasonable accommodations for the
events described above will be made for persons with disabilities and
special needs who contact us at the address above at least two weeks
prior to the event.
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