
The Wild Goose Homily Talking Points

Episode 1 – God’s Love Poured Out 

     •  “God is love” (1 John 4:8) is the beginning and the ending of our pilgrimage of faith.
     •  His love is perfect, passionate and unconditional. 
     •  There is nothing that we can do to cause God to love us more or love us less. 
     •  We can experience the joy and freedom of God’s love by the Holy Spirit. 
     •  The experience of God’s love, personally, helps us to understand that we are “lovable.” 
     •  The Spirit of God reveals the love of the Father that changes us. 
     •  “Only the Holy Spirit can prompt your heart to say ‘Father.’ Only the Holy Spirit opens your heart to  
        love” (Pope Francis).

Episode 2 – The Breath of God 

     •  The only way we can live a life to the full is by the power of the Holy Spirit.
     •  The Apostles show us what life empowered by the Holy Spirit looks like.
     •  The Holy Spirit moved the Apostles from fear to courageous faith.
     •  What took place in the upper room changed the course of human history. 
     •  This experience of the Holy Spirit is an encounter available to everyone.
     •  “For the spirit of God has made me, and the breath of the Almighty gives me life” (Job 33:4).

Episode 3 – Baptism in the Spirit and Fire 

     •  John the Baptist said Jesus “will baptize you with the holy Spirit and fire” (Mt 3:11). 
     •  The power and grace that comes from the baptism in the Holy Spirit changes lives. 
     •  Millions of Catholics worldwide have had the experience of baptism in the Holy Spirit.
     •  Many Catholics are not familiar with the term “baptism in the Holy Spirit.”
     •  “Let us rediscover, dear brothers and sisters, the beauty of being baptized in the Holy Spirit” 
        (Pope Benedict XVI).  

Episode 4 – The Spirit and Our Lady 

     •  “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you” (Luke 1:35).
     •  Our Lady, from the moment of her conception, was overshadowed by the Holy Spirit. 
     •  Mary is the spouse of the Holy Spirit.
     •  Mary models for us what our lives can look like when we fully give ourselves over to the actions of  
        the Holy Spirit. 
     •  Mary’s “yes” to God’s plan led her to the cross, the empty tomb, and ultimately the upper room  
        where she was once again overshadowed by the Holy Spirit. 
     •  Like Mary, if we have the courage to surrender our will to God’s, we too will experience  
        the power of the Most High overshadowing us. 
     •  “Thus she who is present in the mystery of Christ as Mother becomes—by the will of the Son and  
        the power of the Holy Spirit—present in the mystery of the Church” (Pope St. John Paul II,  
        Redemptoris Mater, 24).
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Episode 5 – Gifts of the Holy Spirit

     •  The greatest gift of the Holy Spirit is the Holy Spirit. The living God gives the gift of himself to  
         those who are baptized. 
     •  The gifts of the Holy Spirit are for our personal sanctification and for building up the body of Christ. 
     •  Many of the gifts are familiar to us like wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge,  
         piety, and fear of the Lord. Others are less familiar like healing, prophecy, and tongues. 
     •  The gifts of the Holy Spirit are for all Christians, not a select few.
     •  “The Spirit himself is ‘God’s gift’ par excellence. A gift from God, and in turn communicates  
        different spiritual gifts to those who welcome him” (Pope Francis).

Episode 6 – The Spirit and the Eucharist

     •  “It is the spirit that gives life, while the flesh is of no avail. The words I have spoken to you are  
         spirit and life” (John 6:63). 
     •  The Holy Spirit is active from the moment you decide to go to Mass. 
     •  The Mass is saturated with the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
     •  Sadly, many are not having an experience of the Holy Spirit during the Mass.
     •  Every Mass can be a life-giving encounter with Jesus.
     •  “At the center of the Church is the Eucharist, where Christ is present and active in humanity and  
         in the whole world by means of the Holy Spirit”  (Pope St. John Paul II, General Audience,  
         September 1989).

Episode 7 – The Spirit of Adoption
      •  “For those who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit  
        of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption, through which we cry, ‘Abba,  
        Father’” (Romans 8:14-16).
     •  The Holy Spirit reveals God as our loving Father, our “Abba—Daddy.”
     •  Jesus related to his Father as “Abba.” Prior to Jesus, God had not been spoken of in  
        such personal and intimate terms. 
     •  God as “Abba” is a uniquely beautiful Christian revelation. 
     •  Jesus desires to free us from fear—a master-slave relationship to a father-daughter /  
        father-son relationship. 
     •  “The Holy Spirit creates in us this new condition of being children of God and this is the  
        greatest gift we receive from Jesus’ Paschal Mystery” (Pope Francis, General Audience,  
        April 10, 2013).

Episode 8 – The Spirit and the Sacraments

     •  “Amen, amen I say to you, No one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of the Spirit”  
         (John 3:5). 
     •  The sacraments are always an encounter with the Holy Spirit.
     •  The Holy Spirit is present and at work in all the sacraments, not just Confirmation.
     •  “Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to life in the Spirit and the door  
         which gives access to the other sacraments” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1213)
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Episode 9 – The Fruits of the Holy Spirit

• “So by their fruits you will know them” (Matthew 7:20).
• Our lives will produce some type of fruit determined by the way we live and treat others.
• The fruit our lives produce has eternal consequences for us personally.
• The fruit our lives produce profoundly impact our relationships, from the most intimate to casual.
• A life animated by the Holy Spirit brings peace, joy, and love.
• “The fruits are signs or manifestations that our life is being transformed or perfected by God”

(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1832).

Episode 10 – The Spirit and the Desert

• “[Jesus] was led by the Spirit into the desert for forty days, to be tempted by the devil” (Luke 4:1).
• On the day Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit anointed him and then led him into the desert.
• The desert was a place of isolation and death but Jesus was led into the desert so that it might

be a place of grace.
• The Holy Spirit protected and cared for Jesus while he was in the desert.
• The desert is a part of every Christian’s life but it does not have to be a place of despair or

isolation. Rather, a place for profound encounter with Jesus.
• “We always find that those who walked closest to Christ were those who had to bear the greatest

trials” (St. Teresa of Avila).

Episode 11 – The Spirit Convicts

• “And when he comes he will convict the world in regard to sin and righteousness and 
condemnation: sin, because they do not believe in me” (John 16:8).

• Pope Francis has stated that we must stop “masquerading before God” in relation to our sin.
• We must take seriously the impact that sin has in our lives because our attitude towards sin has 

eternal consequences.
• Sin wounds and at times destroys our relationship with God.
• The Spirit of God convicts us of our sin, not to condemn us, but to convert us.
• The Holy Spirit draws us closer to Jesus by revealing to us our sin.
• “When God forgives a sinner who humbly confesses his sin, the devil loses his dominion over the 

heart he had taken” (St. Bernard of Clairvaux). 

Episode 12 – The Spirit’s Freedom

• “When the Son sets you free you are free indeed” (John 8:36).
• The Holy Spirit brings freedom from fear, anger, and the past.
• Christians can be bound by so many things. . . like anger, envy, jealousy, comparisons,

and addictions.
• They are often not aware that the Holy Spirit wants to free them from these enslavements.
• “...freedom is the ability to live responsibly the truth of our relationship with God and with one

another” (Pope St. John Paul II).
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Episode 13 – The Spirit Gives Witness

     •  “We are witnesses of these things, as is the Holy Spirit that God has given to those who obey  
        him” (Acts 5:32). 
     •  The Holy Spirit gives witness to Jesus. 
     •  We are not able to fully understand who Jesus is on our own strength, intellect, and power. 
     •  The Holy Spirit helps us to see Jesus as he is.
     •  The Holy Spirit inspires us to give witness to Jesus by our words and actions. 
     •  “Evangelization is never possible without the Holy Spirit . . . It must be said that the Holy Spirit is  
        the evangelizer” (Pope Paul VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi, 75).

Episode 14 – The Spirit Remembers

     •  “For the one whom God sent speaks the words of God. He does not ration his gift of the Spirit”  
        (John 3:34). 
     •  We are inclined, because of our sinful nature, to focus on our struggles and why God allows them  
        to happen.
     •  It’s important for us to remember the great things that God has done for us.
     •  The Holy Spirit reminds us what Jesus taught and what he has done for us. 
     •  There is no limit to what God has done or what he desires to do in our lives. 
     •  “We must pray every day: ‘Holy Spirit, make my heart open to the word of God, make my heart  
        open to goodness, make my heart open to the beauty of God every day’” (Pope Francis).




