
picked out at the store. 
This month will introduce a lot 
of “treats” into our life: candy, 
trees, presents, parties, gifts, 
and family gatherings.                     
There is nothing wrong with 
them.                                                   
Enjoy them, but don’t forget 
the gift of Jesus. The world 
cries out, desperate for love, 
desperate for purpose, and 
desperate for healing. Don’t         
let the treats distract you from 
the ultimate gift our Father has 
given. 
 
“For to us a child is born, to us 
a son is given, and the               
government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be 
called Wonderful                         
Counselor, Mighty God,                      
Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. Of the greatness of his 
government and peace there 
will be no end. He will reign on 
David’s throne and over his 
kingdom, establishing and              
upholding it with justice and 
righteousness from that time 
on and forever. The zeal of 
the Lord Almighty will                           
accomplish this.” 
 
In Christ, Pastor Mike 

A few years ago, Jen decided 
Isaac was old enough to go 
Christmas shopping to pick out 
a present for me. She was      
excited. Isaac was excited.                
I was annoyed.  
Why? 
I don’t like surprises, and I don’t 
like secrets.  
Jen had spent the last few 
years humoring me during the 
holidays, allowing me to pick 
what I wanted, sometimes not 
even wrapping it for under the 
tree.                                                      
This year, we (insert Jen) had 
decided to let Isaac help pick 
presents for under the tree.     
He could begin to enjoy the  
giving, in the midst of the                 
getting. 
When they arrived back home, 
the were both giggling and 
sharing those special smiles 
that are reserved only for those 
who share a wonderful secret 
together.  
I asked Jen, when Isaac was 
out of earshot, “What did he 
pick?” 
She rolled her eyes, laughed, 
and just shook her head.                    
She was serious when she said 
Isaac was going to get to pick a 
surprise. She was going to 

make me wait. 
SO… 
I waited until Jen was out of 
earshot, and asked Isaac, 
“What did you guys get 
daddy?” 
He just smiled and said,                 
“A surprise.” 
At this point, I resorted to           
bribery. Isaac loves chocolate. 
I had chocolate. I love to know 
what surprises are. Isaac 
knew what the present/
surprise was. I was sure an 
arrangement could be made. 
I held up my end of the  
agreement. Isaac however, 
didn’t quite keep up his end. 
He just kept saying, with a 
mouth full of chocolate, 
”Mommy got daddy a                   
surprise." 
Over and over again, he kept 
repeating, “Mommy got daddy 
a surprise.”  
When I asked what the                 
surprise was, he would just 
look at me with a confused 
look, and say, “I don’t know.” 
It turns out, his memory isn’t 
that good. I’m not sure if it 
was the time that had 
elapsed, or the distraction of 
the chocolate, but he had                 
forgotten what gift he had 

the Vine 

 

Growing together 

December 2018 



 

December 2nd ĉ1st Sunday of Advent - Crafts for kids  

December 4th - Church Office closed  

December 8th - Christmas in the park 3.00 til 6.00pm  

December 9th - Cookies for Teachers Appreciation  

December 9th - Youth Pizza with Pastor 5.30pm  

December 11th - Chat & Chew 11.30am  

December 11th - Night Before Christmas/Ladies Ornament Gathering 6.30pm  

December 16th -Childrenċs Christmas Pageant 11.00 One Worship 

December 17th - Soup Kitchen 4.00pm  

December 20th -Womenċs Circle 2.00pm 

December 20th - Session 6.30pm  

December 24th - Christmas Eve Family Worship 5.00pm/Traditional 7.00pm  

December 27th - Church Office closed  

December 30th - One Worship at 11.00am  



Pastor Daleõs Pen 
Thank you, church family, for the cards, the 

goodies, the gifts, and expressions of love and 

appreciation you gave me during Pastor Ap-

preciation month. Jerome Presbyterian 

Church is a great group with whom to share 

ministry. 

The Advent and Christmas seasons are looming on our calendars; it is frequently heard that 

òJesus is the reason for the seasonó. Additional words of wisdom (and logic) to be remem-

bered include: 

*The only thing more frustrating than putting strings of tiny lights on your Christmas tree is 

putting those lights back in the boxes after Christmas! 

*Christmas is a time when a lot of others besides Santa find themselves in the red! 

*Christmas brings the big question of where to pay how much for how many of which kind 
of what to give to whom. 
*Anyone who thinks Christmas doesnõt last all year doesnõt have a charge account. 

*My daughter wouldnõt write Santa a letter because she didnõt have his email address. 

*The nice thing about a gift of money is that is so easy to exchange. 

*I stopped believing in Santa Claus when my mother took me to see him in a department 

store and he asked me for my autograph. (Shirley Temple) 

See you in church, 

Pastor Dale 

Announcement for the Newsletter: 

Pastor Daleõs 9 am Adult Sunday School class will not meet during December. They decided 

to take a Christmas vacation. The class is studying the Book of Revelation, and will resume 

on January 6th with Chapter 11, òThe Vision of Things to Come.ó 

For the calendar: 

Chat and Chew, 11:30 am December 11. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

      1 

2 

8.45 Contemporary  

Worship 

10.00 Advent crafts 

11.00 Traditional 

Worship 

3 

 
Youth Group 

6.30 to 9 pm 

4  
Tuesdays with Marie 

10.00am 

5                       

Menôs Bible 

Study 6.30 am  

6 7 8 
 

 

Christmas in 

Jerome 

9 
8.45 Contemporary  

Worship 

Honor Teachers 

11.00 Traditional 

Worship 

10 

 
Youth Group 

6.30 to 9 pm 

11 
Tuesdays with Marie 

10.00am 

Chat & Chew 11.30 

Women’s Christmas 

Celebration 6.30 pm 

12               

Menôs Bible 

Study 6.30 am  

13 14 15 

16 
Childrenõs     

Pageant  11.00  

Worship  

 

Pizza w/Pastor  

17 

 
Youth Group 

6.30 to 9 pm 

18 
Tuesdays with Marie 

10.00am 

19             
Menôs Bible 

Study 6.30 am  

20 
PW Circle 

2.00pm 

 

Session 6.30 

21 22 

23 
8.45 Contemporary  

Worship 

 

11.00 Traditional 

Worship 

24 
Christmas Eve  

Family 5.00 pm 

Traditional 

7.00 pm 

25 26              
Menôs Bible 

Study 6.30 am  

27 
Church office 

closed 

28 29 

30 
11.00 Worship 

31 1 
Church office 

closed 

    



 

8  Hunter Niehaus 

13  Jennifer Diehl 

15  Casandra Greenwalt 

15  Kaitlyn McAlister 

16  Bob Bruce 

17  Jeremy Black 

18  Holly Senivongs 

19  Charlene Otto 

19  David Staffen 

20  Nathan Ritter 

22  Benson Bruce Kulm 

22  Stephanie Wells 

22  Gerald McAlister 

25   
Evelyn  Phillips and 
Jesus 

26  Homer Pringle 

27  Linda Gray 

31  Hayden Hudson 

 

December 8 ĉJeff & Darlene               

Hanks  

December 12 ĉJoel and Reanna 

Peterson  

December 27 - Rob & Sari                    

Wilson  

December 28 - Dale & Helen 

Metzger  




