DECEM3ER 2018

GCROWING TOGETHER

A few years ago, Jen decided
Isaac was old enough to go
Christmas shopping to pick out
a present for me. She was
excited. Isaac was excited.

| was annoyed.

Why?

| don't like surprises, and | don't
like secrets.

Jen had spent the last few
years humoring me during the
holidays, allowing me to pick
what | wanted, sometimes not
even wrapping it for under the
tree.

This year, we (insert Jen) had
decided to let Isaac help pick
presents for under the tree.

He could begin to enjoy the
giving, in the midst of the
getting.

When they arrived back home,
the were both giggling and
sharing those special smiles
that are reserved only for those
who share a wonderful secret
together.

| asked Jen, when Isaac was
out of earshot, “What did he
pick?”

She rolled her eyes, laughed,
and just shook her head.

She was serious when she said
Isaac was going to get to pick a
surprise. She was going to

make me wait.

SO...

| waited until Jen was out of
earshot, and asked Isaac,
“What did you guys get
daddy?”

He just smiled and said,

“A surprise.”

At this point, | resorted to
bribery. Isaac loves chocolate.
| had chocolate. | love to know
what surprises are. Isaac
knew what the present/
surprise was. | was sure an
arrangement could be made.
| held up my end of the
agreement. Isaac however,
didn’t quite keep up his end.
He just kept saying, with a
mouth full of chocolate,
"Mommy got daddy a
surprise."

Over and over again, he kept
repeating, “Mommy got daddy
a surprise.”

When | asked what the
surprise was, he would just
look at me with a confused
look, and say, “l don’t know.”
It turns out, his memory isn't
that good. I'm not sure if it
was the time that had
elapsed, or the distraction of
the chocolate, but he had
forgotten what gift he had

picked out at the store.

This month will introduce a lot
of “treats” into our life: candy,
trees, presents, parties, gifts,
and family gatherings.

There is nothing wrong with
them.

Enjoy them, but don'’t forget
the gift of Jesus. The world
cries out, desperate for love,
desperate for purpose, and
desperate for healing. Don't
let the treats distract you from
the ultimate gift our Father has
given.

“For to us a child is born, to us
a son is given, and the
government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be
called Wonderful

Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. Of the greatness of his
government and peace there
will be no end. He will reign on
David’s throne and over his
kingdom, establishing and
upholding it with justice and
righteousness from that time
on and forever. The zeal of
the Lord Almighty will
accomplish this.”

In Christ, Waaax 7726z




December 2nd

December 4th

December 8th

December 9th

December 9th

December 11th

December 11th

December 16th

December 17th

December 20th

December 20th

December 24th

December 27th

December 30th

C1st Sunday of Advent - Crafts for kids

- Church Office closed

- Christmas in the park 3.00 til 6.00pm

- Cookies for Teachers Appreciation

- Youth Pizza with Pastor 5.30pm

-Chat & Chew 11.30am

- Night Before Christmas/Ladies Ornament Gathering 6.30pm

-Children¢s Christmas Pageant 11.00 One Jor s

- Soup Kitchen 4.00pm

-Womenc¢cs Circle 2.00pm

- Session 6.30pm

- Christmas Eve Family Worship 5.00pm/Traditional 7.00pm

- Church Office closed

- One Worship at 11.00am




Pastor Dal

Thank you, church family, for the cards, th
goodies, the gifts, and expressions of love.= =
appreciation you gave me during Pastor A?-;:..."*..
preciation month. Jerome Presbyterian - g
Church is a great group with whom to shai -

ministry.

The Advent and Christmas seasons are looming on our calendars; it is frequently hearfd that
o0oJesus is the reason for the seasonbd. dd
bered include:

*The only thing more frustrating than putting strings of tiny lights on your Christmas tree is
putting those lights back in the boxes after Christmas!
*Christmas is a time when a lot of others besides Santa find themselves in the red!

*Christmas brings the big question of where to pay how much for how many of which Kind
of what to give to whom.
*Anyone who thinks Christmas doesnod6t | gmst

*My daughter wouldnodot write Santa a | efte
*The nice thing about a gift of money is that is so easy to exchange.

*| stopped believing in Santa Claus when my mother took me to see him in a departmeént
store and he asked me for my autograph. (Shirley Temple)
See you in church,

Pastor Dale

Announcement for the Newsletter:

Pastor Daleds 9 am Adult Sunday School] cl
to take a Christmas vacation. The class is studying the Book of Revelation, and will regume
onJanuaryBwi t h Chapter 11, o6The Vision of h i

For the calendar:

Chat and Chew, 11:30 am December 11.

¥ e CHIRIST
CHRISTMAS

BE WITH YOU
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Tue

Wed Thu

2

3

4
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8

8.45 Contemporary Tuesdays with Marie | Mend's  Bi

Worship 10.00am Study 6.30 am

10.00 Advgpt crafts Youth Group Christmas in
11.00 Traditional Jerome
8.45 Contemporary Tuesdays with Marie | Men6's  Bi

Worship 10.00am Study 6.30 am

Honor Teachers Chat & Chew 11.30

11.00 Traditional Youth GI‘OUp Women’s Christmas

Worship 6.30 t0 9 pm | celebration 6.30 pm

16

Children
Pageant 11.00
Worship

Pizza w/Pastor

17

Youth Group
6.30 to 9 pm

23

8.45 Contemporary
Worship

11.00 Traditional
Worship

24

Christmas Eve
Family 5.00 pm
Traditional
7.00 pm

30

11.00 Worship

31

18

Tuesdays with Marie
10.00am

Church office
closed

19

Mends Bi
Study 6.30 am

20

PW Circle
2.00pm

Session 6.30

21

22

26

Mends Bi
Study 6.30 am

27

Church office
closed

28

29




Hunter Niehaus

Jennifer Diehl
Casandra Greenwalt

Kaitlyn McAlister
Bob Bruce

Jeremy Black

Holly Senivongs
Charlene Otto
David Staffen
Nathan Ritter
Benson Bruce Kulm
Stephanie Wells

Gerald McAlister
Evelyn Phillips and
Jesus

Homer Pringle
Linda Gray
Hayden Hudson

December 8 ¢ Jeff & Darlene

Hanks

December 12 ¢ Joel and Reanna

Peterson

December 27 -Rob & Sari

Wilson

December 28 -Dale & Helen

Metzger

TN
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Corner

Children are invited to come to
Monday nights at the church from 6:30-8.
We will be practicing Christmas songs and
lines. We also will have a short lesson and
a craft as well.

Also, come on Sunday morning to
Sunday School. We are going to start
singing the songs to start off Sunday
School.

Memory Verse for

December: sioryto Godin

the highest, and on earth peace to

men on whom his favor rest. Luke
214

Seeking Treasure with God and
Family

Ench month | want to give families idess about how to seek out the
treasures God has fior us in the Bibke. Ench treasure bunt will heve an tem
to bring to Sunday School bo demmonstrate that they spent time on seeking

thie treasune that month. Here is this mosrties:

Acts 20:35 In everything I did, I showed you that
by this kind of hard work we mmst help the weak,

mg the words the Lord Jesus hnmself said:
‘It 1s more blessed to give than to receive ™
This month find someone who may not receive any

Dec. 2: Come make advent ormaments with the deacons

between services
Dec. 9: Celebrate teachers

Dec. 16: Christmas Program- Children come at 8:45 for

dress rehearsal. Church at the second service time.

Sunday School Teachers, | will
need help the day of the
Christmas Program: snack
helpers, door openers for

| actors, craft helpers, genera
kid assistance [Let me know
what you can do)

or very little, love this Chnistmas. Share with them
Jesus® love with a gift or a random act of kindness




