
A GUIDE FOR YOUR BAPTISM



Is what you’re building working? When does the 
building end? Why are we never done building? 
Here’s the problem: work doesn’t seem to work. 
Real love and a truly abundant life are not found 

at the end of building our own way. The Bible 
says that the way to freedom, forgiveness, healing 
and wholeness is a gift. Not as a result of works, 

so that no one may boast (Ephesians 2:8-9). None 
of us have near enough or good enough materials 

For all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).

How have you tried to make things right? Are 
you disappointed with your attempts to connect 
with God? Do you battle with shame from the 

things you have done? When we try to get there 

ourselves feeling unable to turn around and go 
back. Sometimes, we even begin blaming God 

for our wrong turns and past mistakes.

You have been severed from Christ, you who are 

from grace (Galatians 5:4).

Do you feel disconnected from God? Is it hard 
to trust God’s plan for your life? Do you struggle 
with guild for things you’ve done? If you believe 

what makes you happy is not worth denying, then 
whey are you still unhappy? There is a path before 
each person that seems right, but it ends in death 

(Proverbs 16:25).

real problems like anger, depression, shame, guilt, 

our way forward blocked by something the Bible 
calls sin. For the wages of sin is death...(Romans 

6:23a). The Blocked Way leads to feeling as though 

forever obstructed.

notes



We can’t build, blow through, or even off-road to get there. All we can do is wait 
for the way to be revealed and opened to us. 

But there is great news!

Long ago, even before He made the world, God chose us to be His very own 
through what Christ would do for us; He decided then to make us holy in His 

eyes, without a single fault – we who stand before Him covered with his love. His 
unchanging plan has always been to adopt us into His own family by sending Jesus 

Christ to die for us. And He did this because He wanted to! - Ephesians 1:4-5

Jesus is ready and welcomes you to be a part of His family. Jesus said to him, “I 
am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through 
Me.” - John 14:6. Faith is merely turning to Him. It is the only way to freedom, 

forgiveness, healing and wholeness - to real love and an abundant life.

Here’s how...

If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that 
God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person 

believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in 
salvation. - Romans 10:9-10.

This is THE way to an unlimited, abundant and eternal life.

I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. - John 10:10



DEAR JESUS, thank you for makng me and loving me, even 

when I ’ve ignored you and gone my own way.  I realize 

I need you in my life, and I ’m sorry for my sins. I ask 

you to forgive me. Thank you for dying on the cross for me. 

Please help me to understand it more.  As much as I know 

how, I want to follow you from now on. Come into my life 

and make me a new person inside.  I accept your gift of 

salvation

AMEN

. Please help me to grow now as a Christ-follower..



In Acts 8:26-38, Luke shares of Phillip and the Ethiopian eunuch. In this story it 
is clear that there is an immediate next step after the eunuch prays and makes 
his declaration to begin following Jesus. The next step is water baptism.

Why baptism?
To follow the example set by Jesus.

One day Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee,
and John baptized him in the Jordan River. - Mark 1:9

To obey the charge set by Jesus.

Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples 
to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age. - Matthew 28: 19-20

To demonstrate your identity as a christ-follower.

Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord with all his 
household, and many of the Corinthians when they heard were believing and 
being baptized. - Acts 18:8

to illustrate christ’s death and resurrection.

Passed on to you what was the most important and what had also been 
passed on to me. Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. He 
was buried, and He was raised from the dead on the third day, just as the 
Scriptures said. - 1 Corinthians 15:3-4

what now?



to illustrate your new life as a christ-follower.

This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. 
The old life is gone; a new life has begun! - 2 Corinthians 5:17

Baptism doesn’t make you a believer – it reveals your belief and is simply an 
outward symbol of your inward commitment.

Why baptism by immersion? Jesus was baptized this way. After his baptism, 
as Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens were opened and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dover and settling on him (Matthew 3:16). 
Every baptism in the New Testament was by immersion. He ordered the 
carriage to stop, and they went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 
- Acts 8:38-39

The Greek word baptizo means, “immerse or dip under water.” Many 
theologians agree about water baptism by immersion.



we want to

HELP
YOU GROW

Around here we say, your next step is Next Steps!
It’s a 4 week journey to help you discover your

purpose in Christ & what it means to live a life in
freedom! While Next Steps is on pause right now,

as soon as we can meet again on campus this is the
place for you! Your Pastor can fill you in on all the

details of Next Steps at your campus!



They were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and to fellowship, to the breaking of

bread and to prayer.
Act 2:42
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