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Purpose 
The purpose of this training module is to provide The Keystone Project leader with an overview of the 
life of Jesus Christ to promote a reproducible biblical context for the making of disciples and the 
planting of healthy, multiplying churches. 
 
Objectives 
At the conclusion of this training module the students will be able to: 

I. Recite Matthew 28:18-20 and apply it to their present ministries. 
II. Find the five major Old Testament messianic prophecies and their respective New 

Testament fulfillment: 
A. Messiah would be born of a virgin (OT – Isaiah 7:14; NT – Matthew 1:18, 24, 25). 
B. Messiah would be the Son of God (OT – Psalms 2:7; NT – Matthew 3:17). 
C. Messiah would be rejected by His own people (OT – Isaiah 53:3; NT – John7:5, 48). 
D. Messiah would be crucified (OT – Psalms 22:16; NT – Luke 23:33). 
E. Messiah would be resurrected (OT – Psalms 16:10; NT – Acts 2:31). 

III. Name the four portraits of Christ in the four Gospels: 
A. Jesus is the Messiah in Matthew’s Gospel. 
B. Jesus is the Burden Bearing Servant in Mark’s Gospel. 
C. Jesus is the Son of Man in Luke’s Gospel. 
D. Jesus is the Son of God in John’s Gospel. 

IV. List the four key elements in the ministry of Jesus and apply them to their present 
ministries (from Matthew 9:35 – 10:1):  
A. Jesus taught. 
B. Jesus preached the gospel of the kingdom. 
C. Jesus healed the people. 
D. Jesus made disciples. 

 
Suggested Materials for Use at Keystone: 

1. The Life of Christ training module workbook. 
2. Graphics (from the Internet): 

• Map: Natural Divisions of Palestine 
• Map: Palestine in the Time of Christ 
• Chart: Semitic and Hellenistic Mind 
• Chart: Titles of Christ 
• Chart: Genealogy of Jesus 
• Chart: The Twelve Apostles 
• Map: Approximate Distances of Various Places from Jerusalem 
• Map: Events in Christ’s Ministry 
• Map: The Resurrection 

3. Matthew video series 
4. The Passion of the Christ video 
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Introduction 
 
The life of Jesus Christ is not only the greatest life ever lived, and therefore worthy of our 

attention, it is the key to history and eternity. It is a life that existed in eternity past, invaded and divided 
history, dominates the present, orders the future, and determines eternity for all men. This life is 
chronicled for us in the Bible. Throughout the Old Testament there are numerous references and 
promises of Messiah. The first four books of the New Testament, the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John, are a detailed record of the birth, ministry, death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus the 
Messiah. The remaining books of the New Testament, from Acts to Revelation, testify of the 
transforming effect the life of Jesus Christ had on His disciples and the world they changed. 

This course is an overview of the greatest life ever lived – the life of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is 
a practical, chronological, and theological study of Christ.  

Our goal is to equip ourselves with the tools necessary to study the Gospels in their cultural and 
spiritual setting, thereby gaining a deeper understanding of God’s purposes in and through His Son. 

This course, The Life of Christ, will give us the proper context, perspectives, and settings to 
see some of the deeper truths of the Gospels. As such, it will challenge the way you think about Jesus 
by helping you see His life in its proper historical and cultural context. 

 

Course Content 
 
The Messianic Prophecies  
The Old Testament Types 
The Geography of Israel 
A General Chronology of the Bible 
Cultural and Religious Factors in the Times of Christ 
Political and Religious Groups in the Times of Christ 
The Names and Titles of Christ 
The Humanity and Deity of Christ 
The Four Gospels 
A Chronological Overview of the Life of Christ 

 
 
A. The Messianic Prophecies 

The Messianic prophecies are Old Testament predictions, descriptions, and promises about the 
Messiah given to the children of Israel to confirm His identity. The Messianic prophecies establish two 
things for us: (1) that Jesus is the Messiah, and (2) that His life was divinely ordained, prepared, and 
ordered.  
1. Jesus is the Messiah. 

a. Messiah  
The word messiah comes from the Hebrew word mashiach and means one who has been 

anointed. In the Old Testament, prophets, priests, and kings were anointed or set apart for service 
to God. The word anointed means to pour upon, because the one anointed had oil poured on his 
head to signify or establish the spiritual reality of his anointing. The prophet, priest, or king 
received his office or position and the enablement for his office or position from the Holy Spirit. 
The greater use of the word, however, is to designate the one who would come in fulfillment of the 
promises of God to be the Deliverer. Thus, the Messiah is the Anointed One. 

The concept of a coming Messiah is a uniquely Jewish one. As we shall see, there were two 
great conflicting mindsets (or ways of thinking) in the Bible – the Jewish mind and the Greek mind. 
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The Jew lived with the daily expectation of the Anointed One coming to deliver the Jewish people, 
lifting them to a powerful position of world dominance. The Greek could not comprehend such an 
idea. This is especially shown in the Greek language, which has no word for messiah. The Greek 
transliteration of the Hebrew word messiah is messias and is used only twice in the New Testament 
(John 1:41 and 4:25). The Greek title for Jesus is the more common Christos or Christ. 
b. His Name and Title 

Jesus Christ is the English transliteration of the Greek rendering of the Hebrew Yeshua ha 
Mashiach (literally, Jesus the Messiah). A transliteration is taking a word from another language 
and spelling it the way it sounds (phonetically). (For example: the English word aunt in Zulu is 
anti). Jesus spoke Hebrew and Aramaic, as did most of the people in Israel. His family would have 
called Him by His Jewish name, Yeshua. It was not customary, however, for non-family members 
to address an individual by their given name. It was more appropriate to address them by their 
family name or their clan designation. In fact, all legal transactions were done in the clan or family 
names.  

The international and commercial language of the day was Greek. As the New Testament 
was inspired, it was written and copied in the Greek language. Thus, the Hebrew Yeshua ha 
Mashiach became the Greek Iesou Christou, which became the English Jesus Christ. It is important 
to remember that Jesus Christ is not a name (that is, Christ is not his surname) but a title. The word 
Messiah is not a name but a title. Christ and Messiah mean the same thing – the Anointed One. His 
name is Yeshua (in Hebrew), Jesus (in English). His title is Messiah (or Christ). 
c.   Messianic Expectations 

The Jew of Jesus’ day was raised with a messianic consciousness (or constant awareness) that 
said: “Messiah will come, and He will deliver the children of Israel from their enemies.” This 
thinking touched every area of Jewish life because it lay at the root of Jewish identity – what it 
meant to be a Jew. In the West, identity is an individual or personal concept. You are who you are, 
and not who your fathers are or were. To the Jew, identity was rarely thought of in personal or 
individual terms. Jewish identity was paternal (based on who your father was), racial and national. 
Messiah was coming to deliver the nation. Messianic expectations were not for a personal 
deliverance from sin but for a national deliverance from enemies.  

To the Jew, God had one people and one nation; all others were goyim (Hebrew for tribe or 
nation). The enemies were the goyim (nations) or Gentiles and were all considered by the Jews to 
be opposed to God. To join with the goyim on any level, was to join with the enemies of God. 
Thus, the belief in the coming of the Messiah was also a belief in the overthrow of the nations. 

When Jesus came, the Jews were looking for a national deliverer who would overthrow the 
nations (especially the Romans), be anointed king, establish the kingdom of God through Israel, 
and implement the laws of the kingdom. Israel would be exalted above all the nations, the Law of 
Moses would be exalted over all other laws, and Yaweh alone would be worshipped.  

The coming of the Messiah was not a minor religious doctrine. It was a matter of religious and 
national survival, the conscious hope of every religious Jew. It was the key consideration in the 
development of political, military, and commercial relationships. It was a determining factor in 
marriages, family life, travel, and trade. This consciousness and desire was the prevailing mindset 
at the time of Jesus.  

 
2. Jesus’ Life was Ordained, Prepared, and Ordered. 

The messianic prophecies also show us that the life of Jesus was ordained, prepared, and ordered by 
God. This is important for us to know as we study the details of Christ’s life. We study them with the 
knowledge that God has ordained and ordered them for our edification. 

The noun prophecy describes a prediction of the future, made under divine inspiration or a 
revelation of God. The act of making a prophecy is the verb, prophesy.  
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The Old Testament books in the Bible contain hundreds of prophecies about the Messiah. The 
following is a list of the major messianic prophecies concerning the first advent (or coming) of Jesus. 
The verses in the brackets “[ ]” are the Old Testament prophecy. The verses in the parenthesis “(  )” are 
the New Testament fulfillment of the prophecies. 

 
Messianic Prophecies Fulfilled in Jesus Christ 

1. Born of the Seed of a Woman [Gen 3:15] (Gal 4:4) 
2. Born of a Virgin [Is 7:14] (Matt 1:18, 24, 25) 
3. Son of God [Ps 2:7] (Matt 3:17) 
4. Seed of Abraham [Gen. 22:18] (Gal 3:16) 
5. House of David [Jer 23:15] (Lk 3:23, 31) 
6. Born at Bethlehem [Mic 5:2] (Matt 2:1) 
7. Herod Kills the Children [Jer 31:15] (Matt 2:16) 
8. Shall be Called Immanuel [Is 7:14] (Matt 1:23) 
9. Shall be a Prophet [Deut 18:18] (Matt 21:11) 
10. Is a King [Ps 2:6] (Matt 27:37) 
11. Preceded by a Messenger [Is 40:3] (Matt 3:1-3) 
12. Ministry to Begin in Galilee [Is 9:1] (Matt 4:12, 13, 17) 
13. Ministry of Miracles [Is 35:5,6a] (Matt 9:35) 
14. Teacher of Parables [Ps 78:2] (Matt 13:34) 
15. Entered Jerusalem on a Donkey [Zech 9:9] (Lk 19:35-37) 
16. Betrayed by a Friend [Ps 41:9] (Matt 10:4) 
17. Sold for 30 Pieces of Silver [Zech 11:12] (Matt 26:15) 
18. Wounded and Bruised [Is 53:5] (Matt 27:26) 
19. Smitten and Spit Upon [Is 50:6] (Matt 26:67) 
20. Mocked [Ps 22:7, 8] (Matt 27:31) 
21. Hands and Feet Pierced [Ps 22:16] (Lk 23:33) 
22. Crucified with Thieves [Is 53:12] (Matt 27:38) 
23. Interceded for His Persecutors [Is 53:12] (Lk 23:34) 
24. Rejected by His Own People [Is 53:3] (John 7:5, 48) 
25. Hated Without a Cause [Ps 69:4] (John 15:25) 
26. Garments Parted/Lots Cast [Ps 22:18] (John 19:23, 24) 
27. His Side Pierced [Zech 12:10] (John 19:34) 
28. Buried in a Rich Man's Tomb [Is 53:9] (Matt 27:57-60) 
29. Resurrection [Ps 16:10] (Acts 2:31) 
30. Ascension [Ps 68:18a] (Acts 1:9)  

 
 

B. Old Testament Shadows and Types of the Messiah 
God is infinite. The word infinite means lacking limits or bounds; extending beyond measure or 

comprehension; endless; immeasurable; very great; vast; immense; inexhaustible. Man, on the other 
hand, is finite (having measurable or definable limits). Man has measurable limits beyond which he is 
unable to relate or comprehend by his own power or faculties (senses, intellect). How can an infinite 
God reveal Himself to finite men?  

One way God reveals Himself to man is through the use of pictures. The greatest picture of God is 
His Son, Jesus (Hebrews 1:1-3). Before Jesus came, God also used many other pictures to show various 
aspects of His character, will, and work. We see these pictures everywhere throughout the Old 
Testament. We call them types. 
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1. Definition 
A type is the use of a person, place, or thing to communicate a specific aspect of God’s character, 

will, or work. Types (also called shadows) are not complete pictures but glimpses of some eternal truth. 
That is why the New Testament refers to types as shadows (Hebrews 8:3-5). 

 
2. The Value of Types 

Types are valuable because they show us eternal, spiritual truths in an illustrative way. That is, they 
give us pictures of spiritual truths and principles in a manner that employs our faith and gives us a more 
practical understanding of them.  
 
3. Limitations of Types 

a. Types must be used properly. They should not be used to develop doctrinal beliefs or outward 
practices (Colossians 2:16-17). Only the word of God in its literal sense should be used as a 
rule of faith and conduct (2 Timothy 3:16). 

b. Types should not be used to interpret Scripture. Instead, Scripture should be used to interpret 
types. Types must be interpreted in the light of the larger context of Scripture (that is, the whole 
Bible), and in the immediate context in which we find them.  

c. Types must be seen and understood within the confines of their specific settings and 
applications.  

d. Types must be seen as shadows and not as the very substance of the spiritual truths they 
represent. An example of this is the bronze serpent Moses made in Numbers 21 to deliver the 
people from the fiery serpents God had sent among them as a judgment for their rebellion. 
Moses lifted the serpent up on a pole and all who looked upon it were saved. This serpent is a 
type of Christ (John 3:14-16). Many years later, in the days of King Hezekiah ((716-687BC), 
the children of Israel began to worship this serpent (which Hezekiah called Nehushtan, which 
means something made of copper) thinking it to have magical powers. Hezekiah destroyed it.  
 

4. Some Types of Christ 
The following is a list of some of the types of Christ from the Old Testament: 
 
• Adam, head of the human race (Christ, head of the new creation) 
• The Marriage of Adam and Eve 
• The Tree of Life  
• Abel, who offered the better sacrifice 
• The Firstling of Abel’s Flock (An acceptable sacrifice) 
• Noah’s Ark, an ark of safety 
• Melchizedek, the Priest-King 
• Isaac, the son of the promise 
• Ram caught in the thicket, God’s provided sacrifice 
• Jacob’s ladder, the way to Heaven 
• Joseph 
• Moses 
• Aaron, the High Priest 
• The Scapegoat, bearing the sins of Israel 
• The Tabernacle and its Furnishings 
• The Brazen Altar 
• The Table of Showbread 
• The Candlestick 
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• The Laver 
• The Altar of Incense 
• The Ark of the Covenant 
• The Veil of the Most Holy Place 
• The Seven Feasts of the Lord: 
• Passover 
• Unleavened Bread 
• First Fruits 
• Pentecost 
• Trumpets 
• Atonement 
• Tabernacles  
• The Rock in the wilderness 
• The Manna 
• The Bronze Serpent 
• Joshua 
• Rahab’s Scarlet Thread 
• The Cities of Refuge 
• Boaz, the Kinsman-Redeemer 
• David, the Prophet, Priest, and King 
• The Hanging of the Seven Sons of Saul 
• The Tabernacle of David 
• The Temple of Solomon 

 
C. The Geography of the Bible  

The physical characteristics of the land of Israel had a great influence on the social, religious, and 
cultural development of its inhabitants.  

It is helpful to view the land of Israel as two distinct geographic sections. A major ridge that runs 
through the center of the land divides the sections. The left section (or western) section is the coastline 
along the Mediterranean Sea. It has abundant and consistent rainfall throughout the year. Because it is 
an area of flat plains and predictable rainfall, it is the land of the farmers. The right (or eastern) section 
is filled with mountains and valleys. The mountains rise very quickly. In a short time, one can travel 
from the lowest point on earth (1,292 feet below sea level) at the Dead Sea, to Jerusalem, 2,600 feet 
above sea level. Jerusalem sits on this major ridge and is an excellent example of the differences 
between the two sections. To the west of the city rainfall is 22 to 24 inches per year. To the east, it is 4 
to 6 inches. The right section is the land of the shepherds. 

Deuteronomy 6 and 11 describe the land of Israel as being a land flowing with milk and honey. The 
western section is the honey. There was an abundance of crops due to the predictable rains and fertile 
soil. Through these flat plains ran the major commercial highway of the entire region. This highway, 
known as the Way of the Sea, stretched from Egypt to Damascus. It was the major link between the 
three continents of Asia, Africa, and Europe. This had two key results: first, the coastal plains served as 
the major trade route of the area, producing a higher standard of living and an easier life for its 
inhabitants. The second result was less favorable. The commercial highway not only enabled the easy, 
quick movement of goods and services, it also facilitated the movement of armies. Thus, control of the 
coastal plains meant great commercial and military power. The nation that controlled the western 
section was the dominant power in the region. The Israelites controlled the coastal plains only four 
times: under David, Solomon, Hezekiah, and Josiah. It is not a coincidence that these four kings were 
the godliest, ruling during times of revival or restoration.  



THE LIFE OF CHRIST 
 

   9 

Throughout most of their history, the Jews inhabited the eastern section of the land. This section is 
characterized by the milk because shepherding was the major occupation and commercial enterprise. 
With its poor rainfall and rugged terrain, life in the eastern section was very difficult, lonely, and 
unstable.  

The western section is wet, flat, predictable, comfortable, commercially stable, and abundant in 
crops, services, and goods. It is a land flowing with honey. The eastern section is dry, harsh, 
mountainous, difficult, lonely, and dangerous, a land of milk. 
 
There were five major highways running through Israel: 
1. The Via Maris (or Way of the Sea), running from Egypt to Damascus along the coastline, cutting 

across the Jezreel Valley to the Sea of Galilee and on northward. 
2. The Ridge Route (or Watershed Route), running along the mountains of Samaria through Jerusalem 

and Bethlehem and southward to Hebron.  
3. The West Bank Highway (or the United Kingdom Highway), running along the Jordan valley and 

river. This was a busy Old Testament route. By the times of the New Testament, religious Jews 
would not use this highway because it ran through the territory of the Samaritans. 

4. The Perean Highway (or the Transjordan Highway) ran along the eastern edge of the Jordan 
Valley. This was the route popularly used by religious Jews in the times of the New Testament. The 
southern portion of this highway became sort of a Bible “conference center” with many popular 
rabbis gathering in the area of Perea to teach their views of the Torah to their faithful followers. 
Jesus spent the last six months of His life along this highway. 

5. The King’s Highway was also located in Transjordan, but further east of Perea. The King’s 
Highway was used predominately by Old Testament kings because it was an easier, safer route than 
either the Perean or West Bank highways. 

The highways run north and south. Because of the hilly terrain, to get east or west of a highway 
you would have to go through passes. So, the highways ran north and south, and the passes ran east 
and west. 

There are two kinds of valleys in Israel – an emek and a gai. An emek is a broad u-shaped 
valley, usually wide enough to accommodate a fairly large army. Emeks are found mostly in the 
north and west. A gai is a narrow v-shaped valley, too narrow to pass an army through. A small 
group of men could easily defeat a much larger army if they controlled the gai. Gais are usually 
found in the south (in Judea and Samaria). An example of a gai is Gai Hinnom, located in 
Jerusalem. This narrow valley was just outside the city and was used as the town dump where the 
trash was collected and burned. It came to be known as Gehenna.  

 
 In the times of Jesus there were five major political and cultural areas in Israel. Almost all of 

the events described in the Gospels occurred in these five areas.  
 
1. Galilee – was north and west of the Sea of Galilee and the Jordan River. This was the area where 

Jesus grew up and began His ministry. 
2. Samaria – was in the central portion of Israel and also west of the Jordan. Samaria was the land of 

the Samaritans, whom the Jews abhorred. 
3. Judea – was the southern area west of the Jordan. It was the religious capitol of Israel with 

Jerusalem and the temple located there.  
4. Decapolis – was the northern area east of the Sea of Galilee and the Jordan River. The name 

Decapolis means 10 cities. The people who lived in Decapolis were predominantly Hellenistic Jews 
– Jews influenced by Greek culture and lifestyle. 

5. Perea – was the wilderness area running through central and south Israel west of the Jordan River.  
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D. A General Chronology of the Bible 
The Bible is a book of history. A chronological study of the events of the Bible is necessary to see 

the impact of God’s plan of redemption through His Son, Jesus Christ. God used each event in the 
history of Israel to prepare for the coming of Messiah. Following is a chronology of the Bible (or listing 
of events in the order in which they occurred). 

 
1. Creation (Genesis 1-11) 

• Creation 
• The Fall 
• The Flood 
• The Scattering of the Nations 

2. The Patriarchs (Genesis 12-50) 
• Abraham 
• Isaac 
• Jacob 
• Joseph 
• Job 
• Israel in Egypt 

3. Moses (Exodus - Deuteronomy) 
• The Exodus from Egypt 
• The Giving of the Law 
• The Failure at Kadesh 
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4. Joshua (Joshua) 
• Invading the Land 
• Conquering the Land 
• Dividing the Land 

5. The Judges (Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel 1-7) 
• The 12 Judges 
• Marriage of Ruth to Boaz 
• Ministry of Samuel 

6. The Kings (1 Samuel - 2 Chronicles) 
• Saul, David, Solomon 
• The Division of the Kingdom 
• The Invasion of the Northern Kingdom 

7. The Captivity (Ezekiel – Daniel) 
• The Jews in Babylon 

8. The Post-Captivity (Ezra – Esther) 
• The Rebuilding of Jerusalem and the Temple 

9. Christ (Matthew – John) 
• The Life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ 

10. The Apostles (Acts – Revelation) 
• The Ascension of Christ 
• The Birth of the Church 
• The Ministries and Journeys of Peter and Paul 
• The Epistles and Revelation 

 
E. Cultural and Religious Factors in the Times of Christ 

When Solomon died, the kingdom of Israel was divided in two. The 10 northern tribes rebelled and 
formed the kingdom of Israel under the reign of Jeroboam. The northern 
capitol was the city of Samaria. The 2 southern tribes, Judah and Benjamin, 
formed the kingdom of Judah. Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, ruled as king over 
them. The capitol city of Judah was Jerusalem.  

Both nations continually rebelled against God and were the objects of 
His judgment. The Northern Kingdom fell first, in 722BC, being carried into 
captivity by the Assyrians. The southern kingdom was invaded by Babylon 
and swept into captivity in three major deportations beginning in 603BC.  

The judgment and experience of these captivities forever changed the 
thinking and practices of the Jewish people. The Babylonian Captivity is a 
line running through Jewish history. Historically speaking, Israel before the 
captivity and Israel after the captivity are not the same in almost every way. 
To understand many of the events in the Gospels it is important for the 
student to understand the Jewish mind, culture, and religious practices of the times of the Gospels. This 
mind has its roots in the captivity. 
1. Judaism before the captivity was expansionist, always seeking to extend the boundaries of the land. 

This expansionism is seen in the reigns of Israel’s four greatest kings, David, Solomon, Hezekiah, 
and Josiah.  

2. Judaism after the captivity (and into the times of Jesus) was isolationist. This means that the Jews 
after the captivity wanted to isolate themselves from all other people and cultures. They saw all 
non-Jews as the enemies of God, unclean, unholy, and uncircumcised. They had an “us against 
them” mindset! 
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There were two opposing philosophies in the days of Jesus: the Semitic mind and the Hellenistic 

mind. These two ways of thinking clash many times in the Gospels.  
The Semitic mind dominated southwestern Asia and northern Africa. The Semites are the 

descendants of Shem, the son of Noah, through whom the godly line passed on to David. The term 
Semitic is now used to designate one who is Jewish, but historically it refers to a wide range of peoples 
including the Hebrews, Phoenicians, Babylonians, Arabs, Assyrians, and Ethiopians. The Ethiopian 
language Amharic, for example, is a Semitic language.  

The Hellenistic mind was the mind of the Greeks. It influenced and dominated the western world – 
and still does. The pre-dominant philosophy of the Hellenistic mind was assimilation (which means to 
make similar; to absorb a minority group into a larger cultural body). The rise of the Greek Empire 
under Alexander the Great resulted in the rapid spread of the Greek language and culture. The business 
and educational language of the day was Greek. The prevailing cultural forces of the day were 
expressions of Greek philosophy in art, architecture, government, academics, and religion. The 
differences between the Semitic mind and the Hellenistic mind are very stark and very important in our 
study of the life of Christ. Jesus came into a world that was sharply divided between these two 
philosophies.  
1. The Semitic Mind looks at the big picture and sees the whole thing.  

• It puts things together. 
• It accepts paradoxes (For example: The rabbis say, “When Messiah comes He will tell us” to 

explain apparent contradictory teachings.) 
• Semitic thought produced the Bible. 

2. The Hellenistic Mind looks at the parts rather than the whole picture. 
• It is analytical – it takes things apart. 
• It seeks to resolve contradictions.  
• Hellenistic thought produced medicine, science, and math. 

3. The Semitic Mind looks at something the way it is. 
• It is concerned with how something appears. 
• It accepts authority and tradition. 

(For example: The mustard seed is not scientifically the smallest seed, but it appears to be the 
smallest seed because it is the smallest seed you can see with the naked eye. Another example: 
“The sun rising and setting” is a Semitic expression. The sun doesn’t rise or set, but it appears 
to.)  

4. The Hellenistic Mind is scientific. 
• It asks, “Why is it that way?” 
• It is concerned with what something is rather than how it appears. 
• It questions authority and tradition. 

5. The Semitic Mind is community oriented. 
• It sees clans (extended families) rather than individuals. (For example: The rabbis say, “You 

cannot live Jewishly apart from community.”) 
•  The Shabbat and Festival prayers are all plural. 

6. The Hellenistic Mind is individual oriented. 
• It views people as individuals. 
• It exalts the rights of the individual over the responsibilities the individual has to the 

community. 
7. The Semitic Mind emphasizes history. 

• It uses history to explain and define the present and future. 
• It looks at actions, events, people, and generations.  
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• It is connective – connecting people to one another through their ancestors. (For example: The 
Feasts of the Lord are a retelling of history.)  

• This is why genealogies are so important throughout the Bible. There are two genealogies of 
Christ in the New Testament.  

• The Semitic mind understands that John the Baptist was not literally Elijah, but metaphorically 
Elijah. 

8. The Hellenistic Mind emphasizes philosophy. 
• It uses philosophy to explain and define the present and future. 
• It looks at concepts, ideas, theories, issues, and arguments. 

9. The Semitic Mind stresses hearing. 
• It emphasizes the word. 
• It declares the words of the Law. 

o “Hear O Israel …” 
o “He that has ears to hear, let him hear…” 
o “Faith comes by hearing…” 

10. The Hellenistic Mind stresses seeing. 
• It emphasizes the form. 
• It teaches the principle behind the Law. 

o When we understand we say, “I see …” 
o “Seeing is believing …” 
o “Show me …” 

11. The Semitic Mind emphasizes doing. 
• It is concerned with what you do and how you do it. 
• The emphasis of hearing is doing. 
• You please God by what you do - salvation by works. 
• The rabbinical commentaries are teachings on how to do the Law. 

12. The Hellenistic Mind emphasizes believing. 
• It is concerned with what you believe. 
• The emphasis of seeing is believing. 
• You please God by what you believe (Hebrews 11:6). 
• The epistles emphasize that salvation is by faith. 

13. The Semitic Mind is timeless. 
• It stresses what kind of action rather than the time of the action. 
• The Hebrew language has no time frame of reference – no past or future tense. 

14. The Hellenistic Mind is time oriented. 
• It stresses the time an action took place. 
• The Greek language has six tenses to express the time of an action. 

15. The Semitic Mind is concerned with function. 
• It stresses what someone has done. 
• The Jew knows and relates to God by what God has done (Psalm 103). 

16. The Hellenistic Mind is concerned with essence. 
• It stresses personality and nature – “Who is he?” 
• It knows God by what He is like – by what His character and personality is rather than by what 

He has done. (For example: The Jew says, “God does and can do all things.” The Greek says, 
“God is omnipotent.”)  

• The Hebrew language does not have the verb is. 
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17. The Semitic Mind seeks for signs and wonders. 
• It looks for an outward sign or demonstration. 
• It looks for apparent confirmation - something it can see that is connected to its history. (For 

example: “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”) 
18. The Hellenistic Mind seeks for wisdom. 

• It looks for a reasonable process. 
• It looks for logical confirmation. (For Example: Paul’s “Unknown God” sermon in Acts 17.) 

19. The Semitic Mind is concerned with the results. 
• The ends justify the means. (For example: Rahab’s lie; Tamar’s immorality.) 

20. The Hellenistic Mind is concerned with the process. 
• How you did something is as important as what you did. 

 
There were three kinds of Jews living in Israel in the days of Jesus: 
 
1. The Religious Jew 

Jesus was a religious Jew. A religious Jew was one whose whole life was dictated by the Torah as it 
was interpreted by the rabbis. The religious Jew believed that God was one, and that He had one people, 
Israel. All non-Jews were goyim and considered unclean. This was not simply a passive rejection of the 
Gentiles, it was bitter hatred. Alfred Edersheim captured this well in his book, The Life and Times of 
Jesus the Messiah1 

“To begin with, every Gentile child, so soon as born, was to be regarded as unclean. Those who 
actually worshipped mountains, hills, bushes, etc. – in short, gross idolaters – should be cut down 
with the sword. But as it was impossible to exterminate heathenism, Rabbinic legislation kept 
definite objects in view … to prevent Jews from inadvertently being led into idolatry … Even the 
Mishnah (a rabbinic commentary) forbid aid to a (Gentile) mother in the hour of her need, or her 
nourishment to her babe, … A teacher ventures even upon this statement: “The best among the 
gentiles, kill.” The Rabbis taught it was not safe to leave cattle in their charge, to allow their 
women to nurse (Jewish) infants, or their physicians to attend to the sick, nor to walk in their 
company, …They should be … avoided, except in cases of necessity or for the sake of business. 
They and theirs were defiled; their houses unclean, …” 
 
Religious Jews were bound to meticulously follow the Law of Moses. The Rabbis had organized 

the Law into 613 commandments. Sabbath laws had become so regimented and detailed that it was 
lawful to spit on a rock on the Sabbath, but unlawful to spit on the ground. Spitting on the ground was 
considered working the soil (if it was fertile land) or killing the soil (if it was infertile). The religious 
Jew prided himself on his inflexibility in matters of the Law.  
 
2. The Compromising Jews 

This second group was made up of Jews who kept the Law, celebrated the Feasts, and were faithful 
to their synagogue, but who also would attend Greek functions or activities, and travel through Greek 
cities. In Caesarea Marittima there was an enormous statute of the Greek god, Nike, standing at the 
entrance to a large amphitheater. All who entered were commanded by imperial edict to bow before the 
idol. The compromising Jew, anxious to attend the entertainment within the amphitheater, and equally 
anxious to maintain his religious façade, would loosen the latch on his sandals, and stop before the idol 
to "tie” them. This was the mindset of the compromising Jew.  

 
 

                                                             
1 The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, New Updated Edition © 1993 by Hendrickson Publishers, Inc. 
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3. The Hellenists 
The third group of Jews was of Greek background and philosophy. Most of these Jews grew up in 

the west and openly loved Greek culture. The name Hellenists (Acts 6:1) specifically refers to those 
non-Greek Jews who adopted the Greek culture and language. 

The foundation of Greek philosophy was polytheism and the search for wisdom. The Greeks 
preached assimilation (to make similar). There were three ways to accomplish assimilation: (1) through 
military invasion and subjugation, (2) through the spread of entertainment, and (3) through the 
exchange of drinks. The use of wine and beers to export culture is well documented. The modern 
equivalent is Coca-Cola. There are Coke machines in places missionaries have never been. Coca-Cola 
reached 63 countries before Christianity!  

The Hellenist was the exact opposite of the religious Jew. Not only did the religious Jew of Jesus’ 
day find himself under the yoke of a pagan nation (Rome), he also found himself surrounded by a 
culture (Greek) with an agenda designed to destroy his way of life and his identity. Hellenism and 
Judaism were incompatible and mutually exclusive. 

King Herod was the most famous Hellenist of Jesus’ time. Having been appointed king over Judea, 
Samaria, and part of Galilee, Herod began an aggressive building program designed to transform his 
kingdom into a replica of Greco-Roman culture and society. His expansion of the Temple of 
Zerubbabel was so extensive that it was begun in 20BC and not finished until AD 64 under Agrippa II.  

 
Jesus was a Religious Jew 

As a religious Jew, Jesus would have had no dealings with the Gentiles. In the area of Galilee, there 
were seven cities with 7,000 or more people living in them, one of which had more than 15,000 people. 
Jesus never visited them once. Instead, He visited tiny Jewish villages. The New Testament records 
only three instances where Jesus addressed Gentiles directly, and four times when He spoke about 
Gentiles, and all of them are negative. He fed 5,000 people an hour’s walk from a huge bakery. Why? It 
was a Gentile bakery in a Hellenistic city. The world to a disciple of Jesus was a world of classes. 
People were judged by their class, their clan, or their national or ethnic heritage.   

It is no wonder, then, that Jesus found the common Jews “scattered abroad, as sheep having no 
shepherd.” (Matthew 9:36) Between the Roman occupation of his land, the struggle between Hellenistic 
assimilation and Jewish isolationism, competing rabbinic schools of interpretation, zealous messianic 
expectations, and political intrigue, the Jew lived in difficult times indeed!  

 
F. Political and Religious Groups in the Times of Christ 
1. The Galileans (or Zealots) 

• This group began in northern Palestine and was led by a man named Judas of Galilee, who 
fought against all foreign elements in Galilee. 

• They believed that Galilee should be ruled only by Galileans. 
• They had a violent confrontation with Pontius Pilate, who was forced to slaughter a large 

number of them (Luke 13:1). 
• Christ’s enemies attempted to identify Him and His disciples as members of this group 

(Matthew 26:69; Mark 14:70; Luke 23:6). 
2. The Herodians 

• This was a political group from the family of Herod. 
• They derived their authority from the Roman government and were committed to maintaining 

their own political power at all costs. 
• They favored Greek customs, language, and art. 
• They joined with the Pharisees to silence Jesus (Mark 3:6; Mark 12:13; Mark 22:16). 
• They regarded Jesus as a fanatic and Jesus condemned them (Mark 8:15; 12:13-17). 
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3. The Levites 
• The Levites were descendants of Levi, Jacob’s third son (Genesis 29:34). 
• They had charge of the Temple.  
• The Jews sent some priests and Levites to check out the ministry of John the Baptist (John 

1:19). 
• Jesus used a Levite in the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:32). 

4. The Pharisees 
• This group arose during the time of the Maccabees under the reign of John Hyrcanus (135-

104BC). 
• Their name was taken from the verb parash, which means separate.  
• They were zealous and outspoken in their defense of the written and oral traditions of the Law. 
• They were bitter enemies of Christ even though in doctrine, He was closest to this group. 
• Nicodemus was a Pharisee.  
• The Jewish Encyclopedia lists seven types of Pharisees: 

(1) The “shoulder” Pharisee who paraded his good deeds before men like a badge on his 
shoulder. 

(2) The “wait-a-little” Pharisee, who would ask someone to wait for him while he performed 
his good deed. 

(3) The “blind” Pharisee, who bruised himself by walking into a wall because he shut his eyes 
to avoid seeing a woman. 

(4) The “pestle” Pharisee, who walked with hanging head rather than observe alluring 
temptation. 

(5) The “ever-reckoning” Pharisee, who was always counting his good deeds to see if they 
offset his failures. 

(6) The “God-fearing” Pharisee, who, like Job, was truly righteous. 
(7) The “God-loving” Pharisee, like Abraham. 

• The estimated number of Pharisees in Jesus’ day was about 6,000. 
5. The Sadducees 

• This group came from Zadok, the high priest during the reign of Solomon (1 Kings 2:35). 
• They were the majority ruling, aristocratic (upper class) political party among the Jews and 

were rivals of the Pharisees. 
• They were the modernists of their day. They did not believe in the existence of spirits, the 

resurrection of the just, or the immortality of the soul. They did not believe in the super-natural 
or in life-after-death. 

• They partnered with the Pharisees to execute Jesus. 
• They attempted to ridicule Jesus on the subject of the resurrection, but wound up being 

ridiculed themselves (Mark 12:18; Luke 20:27). 
6. The Samaritans 

• The Samaritans were a mixed race living between the provinces of Judea and Galilee. 
• The race began in 722BC when the Assyrian King Sargon II invaded the Northern Kingdom of 

Israel and carried its choicest citizens into captivity, leaving behind the poorest and most 
uneducated Israelis. This remaining group intermarried with the thousands of homesteaders 
who poured into this area from all over the world (2 Kings 17:24-33). 

• The Samaritans offered to help rebuild the Jewish temple in 535BC, but their offer was refused 
(Ezra 4:1-3).  

• The Samaritan governor, Sanballat, tried to stop the re-building of Jerusalem’s walls during 
Nehemiah’s time (Nehemiah 6:1-9). 
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• The grandson of Eliashab, the Jewish High Priest, married Sanballat’s daughter, contrary to the 
Jewish law forbidding mixed marriages (Nehemiah 13:23-28). He was expelled from the 
priesthood and exiled. He retired to Samaria and Sanballat built him a temple on Mount 
Gerizim. Antiochus Epiphanes IV later dedicated it to the Greek god, Zeus. The Jewish patriot, 
John Hyrcanus destroyed the temple in 128BC.  

• By the time of the New Testament, the hatred between the Jews and the Samaritans had reached 
its highest point (John 4:9; 8:48). 

• The Samaritans rejected Jesus because He set His face to go to Jerusalem (Luke 9:53). 
7. The Scribes 

• This group was responsible to copy the Law. 
• They were closely allied with the Pharisees. 
• They were well-respected teachers, sitting in “Moses’ seat” (Nehemiah 8:2-6). 
• They wore long robes and loved to have the pre-eminence (Mark 12: 38-39). 
• They were also called “temple lawyers”. 

8. The Publicans 
• The Publicans were Jews who worked for the Roman government collecting taxes from their 

fellow Jews. 
• They were paid by what they over-charged and were often guilty of extortion (Luke 3:13; 

19:8). 
• They were despised by the Jews (Luke 18:11). 
• They were classed as wicked, but were often kind and hospitable (Matthew 11:19; Matthew 

5:46-47; Luke 5:29). 
9. The Sanhedrin 

• This name comes from two Greek words, which together mean a council sitting in session. 
• The Sanhedrin was the religious and legal Jewish supreme court. 
• Some scholars believe it originated in the time of Moses (Numbers 11:16-17). 
• Others believe it began during the days of King Jehoshaphat (2 Chronicles 19:8). 
• The Sanhedrin had 70-72 members.  
• The membership of the Sanhedrin consisted of  

(1) the High Priest, who served as President, 
(2) the heads of the 24 divisions of priests, 
(3) the scribes and lawyers, 
(4) and the elders who represented the laity. 

• It was before the Sanhedrin that Christ stood for His third illegal trial (Matthew 26:65-66; 27:1-
2).  

• The Sanhedrin blindfolded Jesus, spit upon Him, and beat Him. 
• Jesus’ trial was in violation of the Sanhedrin’s own rules: 

(1) The prisoner was supposed to be allowed to face the council; Jesus was blindfolded. 
(2) Two clerks were normally appointed, one to record the votes for acquittal and the other to 

record the votes for conviction. This was not done for Jesus.  
(3) The arguments for acquittal would be given first. This did not happen in Jesus’ trial. 
(4) If the prisoner was acquitted, he was immediately set free. If he was convicted, he could 

not be condemned until the following day. This procedure was not followed. 
(5) The trial could only take place during the daytime hours. Jesus was tried at night. 

 
 



THE LIFE OF CHRIST 
 

   18 

G. The Names and Titles of Christ 
All sixty-six books of the Bible reveal Jesus Christ in a specific and special way. As we have 

already seen, sometimes these revelations are in the form of types or messianic prophecies. Often, 
Christ is revealed through the use of names and titles. The following is a list of some of the names and 
titles used to reveal Christ and His ministry. 
1. Advocate (1 John 2:1) 
2. Alpha and Omega (Revelation 21:6) 
3. The Author and Finisher of Our faith (Hebrews 12:2) 
4. Beloved Son (Mark 1:11) 
5. The Branch (Zechariah 3:8)  
6. The Bread of Life (John 6:35) 
7. The Bridegroom (Matthew 9:15) 
8. The Bright and Morning Star (Revelation 22:16) 
9. The Captain of the Lord’s Host (Joshua 5:14) 
10. The Chief Cornerstone (Ephesians 2:20) 
11. The Christ, the Son of the Living God (Matthew 16:16) 
12. Everlasting Father (Isaiah 9:6) 
13. The Firstborn from Among the Dead (Colossians 1:18) 
14. The Friend of Sinners (Matthew 11:19) 
15. The Good Shepherd (John 10:11) 
16. The Great Shepherd of the Sheep (Hebrews 13:20) 
17. High Priest (Hebrews 3:1) 
18. The Holy One of God (Mark 1:24) 
19. I AM (John 8:58) 
20. Immanuel (Matthew 1:23)  
21. King of kings and Lord of lords (Revelation 19:16) 
22. The Lamb of God (John 1:29) 
23. The Last Adam (1 Corinthians 15:45) 
24. The Lawgiver (Isaiah 33:22) 
25. The Light of the World (John 9:5) 
26. The Lily of the Valley (Song of Solomon 2:1) 
27. The Lion of the Tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5) 
28. The Living Bread (John 6:51) 
29. Lord (John 13:14) 
30. The Lord of Glory (1 Corinthians 2:8) 
31. The Mediator Between God and Man (1 Timothy 2:5) 
32. Messiah (John 1:41; 4:25) 
33. The Mighty God (Isaiah 9:6) 
34. The Only Begotten of the Father (John 1:14) 
35. Our Passover (1 Corinthians 5:7) 
36. The Physician (Matthew 9:12) 
37. The Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6) 
38. Prophet (Acts 3:22) 
39. Redeemer (Isaiah 59:20) 
40. The Rock (Deuteronomy 32:15) 
41. The Root of David (Revelation 22:16) 
42. The Rose of Sharon (Song of Solomon 2:1) 
43. Savior (Luke 1:47) 
44. The Seed of Abraham (Galatians 3:16) 
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45. The Seed of the Woman (Genesis 3:15) 
46. Shiloh (Genesis 49:10) 
47. The Son of David (Matthew 21:9) 
48. The Son of Man (Matthew 18:11) 
49. The Son of God (John 9:35) 
50. The Stone (Matthew 21:42) 
51. Wonderful (Isaiah 9:6)  
52. The Word (John 1:1)  
 
H. The Humanity and Deity of Christ 

A cardinal (or essential) doctrine of the Christian faith is that Jesus Christ was both God and man. 
He was not part God and part man. He was completely God and completely man. This is, of course, a 
mystery (that is, a spiritual principle of God’s kingdom that must be revealed to us). The following is a 
list of the verses from the Bible that prove the humanity and deity of Christ.  
1. Humanity – Jesus was as much a man as if He had never been God. 

• He was born (Matthew 1:18). 
• He had a human parent (Luke 1:31). 
• He had a human body (Matthew 26:12). 
• He was circumcised (Luke 2:21). 
• He had a human soul (John 12:27). 
• He had a human spirit (Mark 2:8; Luke 23:46). 
• He grew in wisdom and stature (Luke 2:40, 52) 
• He asked questions (Luke 2:46; 8:45). 
• He learned obedience (Luke 2:51; Hebrews 5:8). 
• He prayed (Luke 11:1). 
• He was tempted (Matthew 4:1; Hebrews 4:15). 
• He hungered (Matthew 4:2; 21:18)  
• He thirsted (John 4:7; 19:28). 
• He ate (John 21:13-15). 
• He became weary (John 4:6). 
• He slept (Matthew 8:24). 
• He loved (Mark 10:21). 
• He was angered and grieved (Mark 3:5). 
• He wept (John 11:35). 
• He experienced joy (Luke 10:21). 
• He became sorrowful (Matthew 26:37; Mark 14:34). 
• He sang (Matthew 26:30). 
• He was troubled (John 11:33). 
• He bled (John 19:34). 
• He died (Matthew 27:50). 
• He was buried (Matthew 27:59-60). 

 
2. Deity – Jesus was as much God as if He had never been a man. 

• Angels declared His deity (Matthew 1:20-23; Luke 1:26-33; 2:8-11) 
• His Father declared His deity (Matthew 3:16-17; 17:5). 
• His miracles proved His deity (John 20:30-31; 21:25). 
• His prophecies proved His deity (Matthew 26:32). 
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• He was sinless (John 14:30). 
• Demons declared His deity (Matthew 28:29; Luke 4:33-34; 4:41). 
• He was worshipped (Matthew 8:2; 9:18; Luke 2:15; John 9:38; 20:28). 
• Satan declared His deity (Matthew 4:3,6). 
• He declared His own Deity (John 9:35; 10:36; 11:4). 
• He forgave sins (Mark 2:5, 10). 
• He is the Judge of all men (John 5:22, 27). 
• He is the author of life (John 5:24, 28-29). 
• He alone can save (John 10:28; Luke 19:10; John 14:6). 
• The Resurrection proves His deity (Romans 1:4). 
• The Bible declares Him to be God (John 1:1). 
• He is called Lord (Matthew 28:9; John 20:28).  
• He was eternal (John 1:1-2; 8:58). 
• He was one with the Father (John 10:30). 

 
The Miracles of Jesus 

(Note the use of abbreviations for the names of the four Gospels: Matthew – Mtt; Mark = Mk; Luke = 
Lk; John = Jn) 
 

1. Healed a leper (Mtt. 8:2; Mk 1:40; Lk. 5:12) 
2. Healed a centurion’s servant (Mtt. 8:5; Lk. 7:1) 
3. Healed Peter’s mother-in-law (Mtt. 8:14; Mk. 1:30; Lk. 4:38) 
4. Healed the sick (Mtt. 8:16; Mk. 1:32; Lk. 4:40) 
5. Calmed the storm (Mtt. 8:23; Mk. 4:35; Lk. 8:22) 
6. He sent demons into herd of pigs (Mtt. 8:28; Mk. 5:1; Lk. 8:26) 
7. Healed a paralyzed man (Mtt. 9:2; Mk. 1:23; Lk. 5:18) 
8. Raised a leader’s daughter (Mtt. 9:23; Mk. 5:35; Lk. 8:49) 
9. Healed a bleeding woman (Mtt. 9:20; Mk. 5:25; Lk. 8:43) 
10. Healed 2 blind men (Mtt. 9:27) 
11. Cast a demon from a mute man (Mtt. 9:32) 
12. Healed a withered hand (Mtt. 12:9; Mk. 3:1; Lk. 6:6) 
13. Cast a demon from a blind/mute man (Mtt. 12:22; Lk. 11:14) 
14. Fed 5,000 (Mtt. 14:13; Mk. 6:30; Lk. 9:10; Jn. 6:1) 
15. Walked on water (Mtt. 1425; Mk. 6:48; Jn. 6:19) 
16. Healed the daughter of Gentile woman (Mtt. 15:21; Mk. 7:24) 
17. Fed 4,000 (Mtt. 15:32; Mk. 8:1) 
18. Cast a demon from an epileptic boy (Mtt. 17:14; Mk. 9:17; Lk. 9:38) 
19. Paid the temple tax from a fish’s mouth (Mtt. 17:24) 
20. Healed 2 blind men (Mtt. 20:30; Mk. 10:46; Lk. 18:35) 
21. Cursed a fig tree (Mtt. 21:18; Mk. 11:12) 
22. Cast out an unclean spirit (Mk. 1:23; Lk. 4:33) 
23. Healed a deaf/speech-impaired man (Mk. 7:31) 
24. Healed a blind man at Bethsaida (Mk. 8:22) 
25. Miraculous catch of fish (Lk. 5:4-7) 
26. Raised the son of the widow of Nain (Lk. 7:11) 
27. Healed a crippled woman (Lk. 13:11) 
28. Healed a man with swollen legs/arms (Lk. 14:1) 
29. Cleansed 10 lepers (Lk. 17:11) 
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30. Healed Malchus’ ear (Lk. 22:51) 
31. Turned water into wine (Jn. 2:1) 
32. Healed a nobleman’s son (Jn. 4:50) 
33. Healed a lame man at the pool of Bethesda (Jn. 5:8) 
34. Healed a blind man (Jn. 9:6) 
35. Raised Lazarus from the dead (Jn. 11:43) 
36. Another miraculous catch of fish (Jn. 21:6) 

 
The Parables of Jesus 

 
1. Light under a basket (Mtt. 5:14; Mk. 4:21; Lk. 8:16; 11:33) 
2. Building on the rock and the sand (Mtt. 7:24; Lk. 6:47) 
3. New cloth on old garment (Mtt. 9:16; Mk. 2:21; Lk. 5:36) 
4. New wine in old wineskins (Mtt. 9:17; Mk. 2:22; Lk. 5:37) 
5. The Sower (Mtt. 13:3; Mk. 4:2; Lk. 8:4) 
6. The Tares (Mtt. 13:24) 
7. The Mustard Seed (Mtt. 13:31; Mk. 4:30; Lk. 13:18) 
8. The Leaven (Mtt. 13:33; Lk. 13:20) 
9. The Hidden Treasure (Mtt. 13:44) 
10. The Pearl of Great Price (Mtt. 13:45) 
11. The Great Fishing Net (13:47) 
12. The Lost Sheep (Mtt. 18:12; Lk. 15:3) 
13. The Unforgiving Servant (Mtt 18:23) 
14. The Vineyard Laborers (Mtt. 20:1) 
15. The Two Sons (Mtt. 21:28) 
16. The Evil Farmers (Mtt. 21:33; Mk. 12:1; Lk. 20:9) 
17. The Great Feast (Mtt. 22:2) 
18. The Fig Tree (Mtt. 24:32; Mk. 13:28; Lk. 21:29) 
19. The Ten Virgins (Mtt. 25:1) 
20. The Talents (Mtt. 25:14) 
21. The Growing Seed (Mk. 4:26) 
22. The Absent House Owner (Mk. 13:34). 
23. The Forgiving Creditor (Lk. 7:41) 
24. The Good Samaritan (Lk. 10:30) 
25. Borrowing from a Friend at Midnight (Lk. 11:5). 
26. The Rich Fool (Lk. 12:16) 
27. Watchful Servants (Lk. 12:35) 
28. The Faithful and Unfaithful Servants (Lk. 12:42) 
29. The Fruitless Fig Tree (Lk. 13:6) 
30. The Great Feast (Lk. 14:16) 
31. Counting the Cost (Tower and War) (Lk. 14:25) 
32. The Lost Coin (Lk. 15:8) 
33. The Prodigal Son (Lk. 15:11) 
34. The Unjust Steward (Lk. 16:1) 
35. Lazarus and the Rich Man (Lk. 16:19) 
36. The Unprofitable Servant (Lk. 17:7) 
37. The Persistent Widow (Lk. 18:1) 
38. The Pharisee and the Tax Collector (Lk. 18:9) 
39. The Ten Servants (Lk. 19:11) 
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The “I Am” Sayings of Jesus 

 
1. “I am the Bread of Life.” (John 6:35, 41, 48, 51) 
2. “I am the Light of the world.” (John 8:12) 
3. “I am the Door of the sheep.” (John 10:7, 9) 
4. “I am the Good Shepard.” (John 10:11, 14). 
5. “I am the Resurrection and the Life.” (John 11:25) 
6. “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” (John 14:6) 
7. “I am the True Vine.” (John 15:1, 5) 

 
The Twelve Apostles 

(Matthew 10:2-4; Mark 3:16-19; Luke 6:14-16; Acts 1:13) 
Simon Peter   Andrew 
James    John 
Philip    Bartholomew 
Matthew    Thomas 
James of Alphaeus   Thaddaeus 
Simon the Canaanite  Judas Iscariot 
 
• Some scholars believe Bartholomew was also called Nathaniel (from John 1:45 and 21:2). 
• Thaddaeus (in Matthew and Mark) was called “Judas son of James” in Luke and Acts.  
• Simon was called “the Canaanite” in Matthew and Mark and “the Zealot” in Luke and Acts. 
• Matthias was chosen in Acts to replace Judas Iscariot. 
• John does not list the names of the twelve apostles. 

 
Understanding the Dates in the Life of Christ 

We cannot be sure of the exact dates of the major events in the life of Jesus. This is because there 
were different calendars used in the ancient world. The Romans began their dating system with the 
founding of Rome. In the sixth century the Roman Catholic Church commissioned a monk named 
Dionysius to make a new calendar based on the birth of Jesus. This is the calendar used by most 
western countries today. Scholars have discovered some errors in Dionysius’ calendar and have 
adjusted Jesus’ birth date to either 4 or 5 BC. “BC” means before Christ. “AD” is Anno Domini and 
means “in the year of the Lord.” 
 
Birth – 4 or 5 BC   
Visit to the Temple – 8 AD 
Baptism by John – 26 AD 
First Year of Ministry – 27 AD 
Second Year of Ministry – 28 AD 
Third Year of Ministry and Death – 29 or 30 AD.  

 
I. The Four Gospels 

The Bible is a wonderful book! Many scholars have noted that the Old Testament begins with man 
made in the image of God (Genesis 1:26), and the New Testament begins with God made in the image 
of man (Matthew 1:23). In the Old Testament, the sheep die for the shepherd (Genesis 4:2, 4), and in 
the New Testament the Shepherd dies for sheep (John 10:11). 
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The life of the Lord Jesus Christ is detailed for us in the four Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John. The four Gospels are four biographies. A question often asked is, “Why four?” Why not one or 
ten Gospels?” The answer is found in two separate portions of Scripture. 

a. John 20:30-31 
“And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this 
book: but these are written, that you might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing you might have life through His name.”  
b. Revelation 4:6-8 
“And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and 
round about the throne, were four creatures full of eyes before and behind. And the first creature 
was like a lion, and the second creature like a calf, and the third creature had a face as a man, and 
the fourth creature was like a flying eagle. And the four beasts had each of them six wings about 
him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.” 

  
The four creatures, which are before the throne of God, may be four revelations of Jesus Christ: 

Christ as a lion, a calf, a man, and a flying eagle. It is possible that these four pictures represent the four 
Gospels:  

• Matthew, written to the Jews shows Jesus as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah; 
• Mark, written for the Romans, shows Jesus as the Burden Bearing Servant; 
• Luke, written for the Greeks, shows Jesus as the Perfect Son of Man; and  
• John, written to the Church, shows Jesus as the Son of God.  
 
These four books are four revelations of Jesus Christ, each uniquely showing forth a dynamic truth 

about the character, work, and glory of the Messiah, the long-awaited Son of the living God. No one of 
these Gospels – no volume of books – could sufficiently reveal such a one as Jesus.  
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J. A Chronological Overview of the Life of Christ 
1. His Pre-Existence – Jesus Lived Before Time and Creation 

Chronologically speaking, the first verse in the Bible is not Genesis 1:1.  It is John 1:1-2, “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the 
beginning with God.” Thus, the Bible begins not with creation, but with the eternal, pre-existence of 
Jesus Christ (that is, Jesus existed before time and creation). 

A proper study of the life of Christ must begin with His pre-existence with the Father. This speaks 
to three great truths about Christ: 

• That He is eternal. 
• That He was with the Father. 
• That He is God. 
 

2. The Genealogies 
There are two genealogies of Christ: one in Matthew and one in Luke. The genealogies are 

presented to establish that Jesus meets the requirements of the Old Testament Scriptures that the 
Messiah must be a descendant of: 

• Abraham (Genesis 22:18) 
• Jacob (Numbers 24:17) 
• Judah (Genesis 49:10) 
• Jesse (Isaiah 11:1) 
• David (2 Samuel 7:13) 
• Zerubbabel (Hag. 2:22-23) 
 
There are three key titles used in the genealogies:  
• Son of Abraham – Jesus’ racial, priestly lineage.  
• Son of David - Jesus’ legal, royal lineage.  
• Son of Adam - Jesus’ natural, human lineage.  

 
The genealogy in Matthew is divided into three groups of 14. Three groups of 14’s are also 6 

groups of 7’s. 
 

Question: Why six 7’s and not seven 7’s?  
Answer: Jesus’ perfection does not come from his natural, racial, or royal heritage, but from 

Himself. Jesus Himself is the seventh 7! Likewise, our perfection (or righteousness) does not come 
from anything human – like descent, race, or heritage - but from Jesus! 

 
The genealogies in Matthew and Luke are identical from Abraham to David. At that point, Luke 

follows the priestly line through Mary, while Matthew follows the royal lineage through Joseph. There 
are several instances when the royal and priestly lines intermarried: Aaron (Levi) married Elisheba 
(Judah), David (Judah) married Bathsheba (Levi), and Joseph and Mary.  
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The Genealogy of Christ 
 

 
Adapted from Nelson’s Complete Book of Bible Maps and Charts  
Copyright 1996, 1993 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. All rights reserved. 

 
3. The Three Prefaces 

There are three prefaces to the life of Christ: in Mark, Luke, and John. A preface is an introduction. 
• Mark makes no mention of the genealogy or birth of Jesus, because his audience is generally 

believed to be Romans who would place no importance on ancestral lineage. Instead, Mark 
begins his Gospel with John the Baptist. 

• Luke’s introduction is a statement of purpose for writing his narrative: “… to set forth in order 
a declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us, … that you might know 
the certainty of those things, in which you have been instructed.” From this we can see that 
there had been other written records of the life of Christ. 

• John’s preface is found in 1:1-5. In it he establishes the pre-existence, deity, and power of 
Jesus. He also declares that Christ is the source of life and that His life is the Light of the world. 

 
4. The Three Pre-Birth Announcements 

There are three announcements of the birth of Jesus: 
• To Zacharias (Luke 1:5-25), about the birth of John, the forerunner of Messiah. 
• To Mary (Luke 1:26-38), about the birth of Jesus. 
• To Joseph (Matthew 1:18-25), about the purity of Mary. 

 
5. The Three Songs of Praise 
 There were three songs of praise: 

• The praise of Elizabeth to Mary (Luke 1:39-45). 
• The praise of Mary to God (Luke 1:46-56) in which Mary quotes from at least 15 Old 

Testament sources. 
• The praise of Zacharias to God (Luke 1:57-59) in which he made reference to the Abrahamic 

covenant. (Zacharias was probably a High Priest since he was burning incense - Numbers 
18:7). 
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6. The Birth of Jesus Christ 
 

Mary had a little Lamb, His life was pure as snow. 
And every where the Father led, the Lamb was sure to go. 
He followed Him to Calvary, one dark and dreadful day, 
And there the Lamb that Mary had washed all my sins away.  

 
Using the information supplied by Daniel (9:25), some scholars have fixed the date of Jesus’ birth 

as April 1, 5BC (3970 on the Jewish calendar). Though this cannot be confirmed, it is interesting to 
note that the veil of the Tabernacle (a type of the physical body of Christ according to Hebrews 10:5, 
10, 20) was hung in its place on April 1, 1461 BC. 

Though we cannot be certain as to the exact date of Jesus’ birth, it is also interesting to note that 
Jewish chronologists have fixed the date of December 25th as the date of Christ’s birth. The Megillath 
Taanit (a list of 35 joyful events) says that date - in the Jewish calendar being the 9th of Tebheth - is a 
fast day for reasons unknown. 

Jesus’ birth was in Bethlehem, the city of David. It was in Bethlehem that Boaz became goel 
(kinsman-redeemer) for Ruth and Naomi, and that Samuel anointed David king.  

The shepherds were those watching in a field called the Migdal Eder, the “tower of the flock.” This 
watchtower was located in Bethlehem on the road to Jerusalem. The shepherds in the field were not 
ordinary shepherds, but rabbinical shepherds. Ordinary shepherds were considered ceremonially 
unclean because of the nature of their profession. The sheep in the Migdal Eder were destined for the 
temple to be sacrificed. Rabbinic tradition held that Messiah would be announced at Migdal Eder. 

 
7. The Circumcision of Christ 

It is interesting to note that Luke, writing to Gentiles, records Jesus’ circumcision, while Matthew, 
writing to Jews, does not. Jesus was also named at His circumcision, on the eighth day after His birth.  

 
8. The Dedication of Christ 

Leviticus 12:1-8 prescribes that the ritual purification of the mother should take place 40 days 
following the birth of a male child. On the 41st day a lamb was to be sacrificed for a burnt offering and 
a young turtledove for a sin offering. Those who were poor and could not afford a lamb were required 
to offer two turtledoves instead, and the priest would make atonement for the mother and she would be 
clean. Luke tells us that Joseph and Mary were poor because she offered the two turtledoves. It was at 
the time of this purification that the male child would be presented to the Lord according to Exodus 
13:12.  

When Jesus was dedicated in the temple, He was confirmed as Messiah by two devout witnesses, 
Simeon and Anna. This is in fulfillment of the Torah, which taught that there must be at least two 
witnesses. 2 Corinthians 13:1 teaches that every word must be confirmed by two or three witnesses. 

 
9. The Wise Men Visit 

Matthew 2:1-12 describes the visit of the Magi, or wise men. These travelers came to Jerusalem and 
sought news of Messiah’s birth from King Herod. Herod was so wicked, that in addition to killing most 
of his own sons and wife, he also ordered the killing of a large number of Jewish nobles at his own 
death, to insure there would be sufficient mourning at his own funeral.  

It is believed that the wise men were ancient astronomers who were influenced by the writings of 
Daniel to look for the birth of Messiah. There is no evidence that there were only three of them. 
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10. The Flight into Egypt 
Matthew describes the flight into Egypt (Matthew 2:13-20). Upon learning of the birth of the 

Christ-child, Herod ordered the murder of all male children in Bethlehem 2 years of age and younger. 
Matthew reports the fulfillment of two prophecies in these verses: 
• Hosea 11:1, “When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt.”  
• Jeremiah 31:15, “Thus says the Lord; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and bitter 

weeping; Rachel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for her children, because they 
were not.”  
The family returned at the death of Herod, following the instructions given to Joseph by an angel in 

a dream.  
 

11. The Early Years in Nazareth 
When Joseph led his young family back into Israel, he was told to return, not to Bethlehem, but to 

Nazareth. Luke reports that Jesus grew and “… became mighty in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the 
grace of God was upon Him” (Luke 2:40). 
 
12. The Temple Visit at Age 12 

Luke 2:41-51 describes Jesus’ visit to the temple at the age of 12. Men and women traveled 
separately when journeying by caravan. This caravan was probably made up of their clan (or extended 
family), the Netzer clan. Joseph no doubt thought Jesus was with Mary, and vice versa. 

Rushing back to Jerusalem, they found Him in the temple discussing theology with the priests, who 
were astonished at His understanding. Jesus’ first recorded words, in reply to Mary’s frustrated 
questioning as to the reason for His actions, were, “I must be about My Father’s business.” 

 
13. The Forerunner 

The ministry of John the Baptist introduced the ministry of Jesus. John’s ministry is described in 
Matthew 3:1-12, Mark 1:1-18, Luke 1:80, 3:1-18, and John 1:6-34. 

Isaiah (40:3) prophesied concerning John, “The voice of him that cries in the wilderness, Prepare 
the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight and the rough 
places plain: And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the 
mouth of the Lord has spoken it.”  

Malachi 3:1 says, “Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and 
the Lord, whom you seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, even the messenger of the covenant, 
whom you delight in: behold, He shall come, says the Lord of hosts.” 

John’s youth was spent in the desert, his life austere, his message one of repentance. John may be 
likened to the first of the Jewish national prophets, Samuel. As Samuel anointed David, ushering in the 
royal messianic line, so also did John, as the last of the Old Testament prophets, point to Christ, 
ushering in the manifestation of the Son of David, fulfilling the royal messianic line. 

John preached repentance to the crowds. His preaching demanded more than sorrow for sins, but 
also called the people to make restitution where possible (Luke 3:10-11). It was this preaching of 
repentance, publicly declared by baptism, that made the crooked places straight and the rough places 
plain. The height of John’s ministry was when he pointed to Jesus and declared, “Behold, the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29) 

 
14. The Baptism of Christ 
 Despite John’s objections, Jesus presented Himself to be baptized in the Jordan River. All four 
Gospels record the spiritual dimension of the moment, when, as Jesus was baptized, the heavens were 
opened, the Holy Spirit descended upon Him, and the voice of the Father said, “This is my beloved 
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Son, in Whom I am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:17) Three times the Father audibly expressed His 
approval of and love for Jesus: 

• Here at His baptism. 
• On the mount of Transfiguration (Matthew 17:5) 
• In Jerusalem (John 12:28). 

 
If Jesus was sinless, and John’s baptism was for repentance, why was Jesus baptized? While 

Scripture does not directly state the answer, there are at least seven possibilities: 
1. To signal the transference from the Old to the New Covenants. 
2. To enable the Father to declare Jesus’ Sonship. 
3. To reveal to John who Jesus was - “And I knew Him not: but He that sent me to baptize with 

water, the same said unto me, ‘Upon whom you shall see the Spirit descending, and remaining 
on Him, the same is He which baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’” (John 1:33) 

4. To signal the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. 
5. To identify Jesus with the office of prophet, priest, and king. Leviticus 8 describes the ritual 

washing of the priest as he enters his office. 
6. To illustrate the Trinity.  
7. To identify with sinners by standing in the place of repentance. 

  
15. The Temptation of Christ 

The ministry of Jesus began with His public baptism. The first thing He did was to go into the 
wilderness to fast, pray, and be tempted by the devil (Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13). 
There were three specific temptations which were all related to Jesus’ identity as the Son of God and to 
His mission to reconcile the world to God:  

• Turn stones into bread to prove He was the Son of God,  
• Cast Himself from the pinnacle of the Temple to prove His trust in God’s protection, and  
• Worship the devil to gain the world.  

 
These temptations may be compared with Adam’s:  

• “The tree was good for food.” = stones into bread = lust of the flesh 
• “It was pleasant to the eyes.” = kingdoms of the world = lust of the eyes 
• “A tree desired to make one wise.” = cast yourself down = pride of life. 

 
16. The Lamb of God 

The day following His victory over Satan, John the Baptist saw Jesus and declared, “Behold the 
Lamb of God!” Scripture is the story of this Lamb. From beginning to end, one can summarize the 
whole Bible with three statements concerning the Lamb of God: 

1. “Where is the Lamb?” (Genesis 22:7) 
2. “Behold the Lamb!” (John 1:36) 
3. “Worthy is the Lamb!” (Revelation 5:12) 

 
God has provided the blood of a lamb to cover the sins of men from the very beginning: 

1. Abel (Genesis 4:4) 
2.   The families of Israel (Exodus 12:3) 
3.   The nation of Israel (Exodus 29:38-39, 43, 45) 
4.   The entire world (John 1:29) 
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17. The Disciples 
John’s declaration that Jesus was the Lamb of God immediately led several of his disciples to 

follow Jesus. In John 1:35-42, John and Andrew, both followers of John the Baptist, joined Jesus. 
Andrew then recruited his brother Peter. Andrew told Peter, “We have found the Messiah!” 

The next day, as Jesus entered the region of Galilee, He found Philip and called him. The call was 
simple, with no conditions or promises: “Follow Me!” Philip then recruited Nathanael, who was 
reluctant to go because Jesus was from Nazareth. The Galilean garrison of the Romans was in Nazareth, 
and the zealous Galileans, especially in Bethsaida (the Zealot’s headquarters), looked upon the 
Nazarenes as compromisers. Jesus spoke a word of knowledge to Nathanael concerning his sitting 
under the fig tree, which caused the Galilean to believe in Him and declare, “… Rabbi, You are the Son 
of God; You are the King of Israel.” (John 1:50-51) 
 
18. The Wedding at Cana (John 2:1-11) 

It is significant that Jesus’ first miracle was to change water into wine (John 2:1-11). The story of 
the wedding at Cana is rich in prophetic illustrations. On the third day of the wedding, they ran out of 
wine (a serious offense, which could lead to a civil lawsuit). Jesus was called upon by His mother to do 
something about it. He called for six waterpots (the number of man) to be filled with water (a type of 
the revelatory ministry of the Holy Spirit). As the water was drawn out, it was changed into wine. The 
entire picture is of the redemptive work of God as men believe the word of God and are filled with the 
Holy Spirit.  
 
19. The Cleansing of the Temple (John 2:13-22) 

Following the Cana wedding, Jesus went with His family to live at Capernaum, which became His 
Galilean headquarters. They stayed in Capernaum until the Passover. Passover was one of three pilgrim 
feasts that all male Jews of 20 years of age and older who were financially able were required to attend 
in Jerusalem.  

Jesus traveled to Jerusalem for the feast. When He came to the temple, He found the hustle and 
bustle of the money changers and animal sellers. John 2:13-22 records that Jesus made a scourge of 
small cords and drove them out of the temple, overturning the tables and pouring the money on the 
ground. The animals for sacrificing were sold in stalls in the Court of the Gentiles. This was the only 
place in the temple the Gentiles were allowed to come and pray. Jesus’ anger was directed at the greed 
and lack of reverence of the merchants.  

Jesus also prophesied concerning His resurrection: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.” Those present thought He spoke of Herod’s temple, which had taken 46 years to build. 
Jesus’ statement was so powerful and challenging to those present that they remembered it and used it 
against Him at His trial and when He was on the cross (Matthew 26:62 and 27:40).  

 
20. Nicodemus (John 3) 

Nicodemus was a Jewish leader and Pharisee (John 3:1), who came to Jesus at night. He was 
apparently sincerely seeking the truth concerning Jesus, remarking that he understood Jesus to be a 
“teacher sent from God,” not because of the things He taught, but because of the works He did. Jesus 
corrected Nicodemus’ assertion that he could know who Jesus was based on what He saw Jesus do. It is 
only by being born again (literally, from above) that anyone can enter or see the kingdom of God.  

It appears that Nicodemus was converted and became a secret follower of Jesus. John 12:42-43 says 
many of the chief rulers believed in Jesus but were fearful of the Pharisees. Therefore, they did not 
openly profess to be His followers. John 19:38-39 records that Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea 
recovered the body of Jesus, wrapped it in linen, and buried it in a new tomb in a garden. 

Some scholars believe Nicodemus was the brother of the famous Jewish historian, Josephus. This 
Nicodemus was one of the three richest men in Jerusalem, but in his later years became so poor that his 
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daughter was forced to forage for food. It is possible that if they are same man, his poverty was the 
result of persecution for his faith in Christ.  
 
21. The Early Judean Ministry (John 3:22-24) 

Jesus and His disciples left Jerusalem and went into rural Judea, preaching the Gospel and baptizing 
those who repented and believed. John the Baptist and his disciples were ministering nearby in Aenon 
because there was sufficient water to baptize.  

A question arose between the disciples of John and the Jews concerning ceremonial purifying. The 
presence of both Jesus and John baptizing large numbers of people no doubt raised this issue, especially 
since neither was “sanctioned” by the religious authorities.  

John’s disciples saw the increasing numbers attending Jesus’ preaching and reported it to John. 
John’s response was filled with humility and a deep, spiritual understanding that Jesus was indeed 
Messiah.  

 
22. The Imprisonment of John the Baptist (Luke 3:19-20) 

John was arrested by Herod and put in prison. Herod was morally weak and spiritually destitute. 
John had openly condemned him for marrying Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife. This was the hot 
contemporary scandal of the day. It is an issue which surfaces several times in the Gospel accounts.  
 
23. Jesus Returns to Galilee (Matthew 4:12; John 4:1-3) 

Two things caused Jesus to leave rural Judea and return to Galilee: the news of John’s arrest, and 
the reports that the Pharisees had heard that He had made more disciples than John. Jesus was well 
aware of Satan’s constant attempts to entrap Him. These attempts were two-pronged: (1) get Jesus to 
engage in activity which would lead to His arrest, or (2) entice Jesus to prematurely reveal Himself as 
Messiah. Either situation would give the enemy an opportunity to destroy Jesus. 

In his Gospel, John clearly states that Jesus did not baptize anyone Himself, but His disciples did 
the baptizing. This is consistent with His commandment to the Church to “make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19).  
 
24. Jesus Goes to Samaria (John 4:4-42) 

In returning to Galilee, John reports that Jesus had to go through Samaria (John 4:4). Religious 
Jews would not pass through Samaria due to strained relations between the two people groups. 
Samaritans were considered unclean. To have contact with them would render a religious Jew unclean. 
The result of uncleanness is separation from all religious, social, and family activities until the 
purification process is completed. Depending on the cause of the uncleanness, the purification process 
could take anywhere from 24 hours to several weeks. It is easy to see why even the most compassionate 
religious Jew would avoid a Samaritan.  

Why did Jesus, a religious Jew, have to pass through Samaria? Jesus realized He was in danger. He 
was not only forced to leave Judea, but also had to avoid the route He would normally have taken. This 
route was the Perean Highway, a road running along the eastern banks of the Jordan River. The Perean 
Highway was the only “clean” route to the Galilee region. Because of the threatening situation, Jesus 
chose the West Bank or United Kingdom Highway. This road took Him into the heart of Samaria. Jesus 
also went to Samaria to fulfill the prophecy concerning the purchase of Jacob’s field (Genesis 33:18-
20).  

At one point in the journey, Jesus grew tired and stopped to rest at Jacob’s well near the city of 
Sychar. There He met the Samaritan woman and revealed Himself to her as the Messiah. She reported 
this news to the city and large numbers of people came to see Him. They also believed in Him and 
requested that He stay there, which He did for two days.  
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25. The First Galilean Ministry (Matthew 4:17; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:14-15; John 4:43-45) 
Jesus returned to Galilee and began to preach and teach in the synagogues. His message was the 

same as John’s - “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Luke records that Jesus returned to 
Galilee in “the power of the Spirit.” Many had seen His works in Jerusalem.  
 
26. Jesus Heals the Nobleman’s Son (John 4:46-54) 

In the course of His Galilean tour, Jesus came to Cana, where He had turned the water into wine 
(John 2:1-11). A nobleman (basilikos = royalty, or one in royal service, indicating that this man may 
have been related to Herod) from Capernaum came to visit Jesus, beseeching Him to come and heal his 
son. Jesus said, “Except you see signs and wonders, you will not believe.” This statement was probably 
directed more to the increasing demand on the part of the people for Him to perform miracles than it 
was towards the father of the dying boy. Rather than travel to Capernaum as the father desired, Jesus 
told the father his son was healed. The man believed and returned home to find this to be so. Jesus may 
have been reluctant to go with this nobleman if he was indeed a relative of Herod. 

 
27. The Return to Nazareth (Luke 4:16-30) 

Jesus returned to Nazareth and went to the synagogue on the Sabbath. He stood to read (as was the 
custom) from Isaiah 61:1-2, and then sat to preach from the same portion. The essence of His message 
was the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy in their midst through His life. It was a message they rejected, 
seeking to kill Him. He miraculously “passed through the midst of them,” and escaped. 

 
28. Jesus’ at Capernaum (Matthew 4:13-16)  

Jesus left Nazareth and began to live in Capernaum (which means the village of Nahum), in 
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy (9:1-2). Capernaum became Jesus’ “headquarters” – a place He spent 
much time and where He had many followers.  

 
29. Fisherman Called (Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20; Luke 5:1-11) 

As Jesus walked along the shores of the Sea of Galilee, he called Peter, Andrew, James, and John. 
All four were fishing. Jesus said, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Matthew records 
that they immediately left their fishing to follow Him. This call also included the miracle of the great 
draught of fish (Luke 5). 
   
30. Jesus Teaches in Capernaum (Mark 1:21-22; Luke 4:31-32) 

As Jesus taught in the synagogue at Capernaum, the people were astonished at the authority of His 
teaching. 
 
31. Jesus heals the Man with the Unclean Spirit (Mark 1:23-28; Luke 4:33-37) 

A man in the synagogue had an unclean spirit. The spirit in the man recognized Jesus and cried out 
against Him. Jesus cast the spirit out, and His fame grew. 
 
32. Miracles in Capernaum (Matthew 8:14-17; Mark 1:29-34; Luke 4:38-41) 

Jesus left the synagogue and went to Peter’s mother-in-law’s house. He healed her. Many began to 
gather at the door of the house as the sun set. Jesus healed them and cast out many devils. 
 
33. The Second Preaching Tour of Galilee (Matthew 4:23-25; Mark 1:35-39; Luke 4:42-44) 

After seeking the Father in prayer, Jesus visited the synagogues in the villages and cities in Galilee. 
His ministry consisted of three things: (1) teaching in the synagogues, (2) preaching the Gospel of the 
kingdom, and (3) healing every sickness and disease among the people. This ministry increased His 
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fame, with great multitudes following Him from Jerusalem, Judea, Decapolis, and Galilee. He was even 
known in the regions of Syria. 
 
34. Cleansing a Leper (Matthew 8:2-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke 5:12-16) 

Jesus healed a leper and sent him to the priest to fulfill the law of purification for lepers. The Lord 
warned the man not to make his healing known. The leper told so many people that Jesus “could no 
more openly enter into the city,” and had to remain in the countryside.  

 
35. Jesus Heals the Paralytic in Capernaum (Matthew 9:1-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:1-26) 

Jesus returned by ship to Capernaum and healed a paralytic man borne by four friends. In response 
to their evident faith, Jesus said to the man “Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven.” This 
incurred the criticism of the scribes who were present. Jesus rebuked their evil thoughts regarding Him, 
and the paralytic took up his bed and walked. 

 
36. The Call of Matthew (Matthew 9:9-13; Mark 2:13-17; Luke 5:27-32) 

Jesus found Matthew at the customhouse, collecting taxes for the Roman government. Capernaum 
was situated near the highway that led from Damascus to the coastal cities. Matthew, also called Levi, 
collected duty on the goods which entered the region via the road or by ship. The reputation of a 
publican was the worst of any profession. Matthew took Jesus to his house and gave a feast in His 
honor. 

 
37. The Disciples of John Question Jesus About Fasting (Matthew 9:14-17; Mark 2:18-22; Luke 

5:33-39) 
The disciples of John the Baptist had been watching the lifestyle and ministry of Jesus with some 

growing apprehension. Jesus had not adopted the austere religious practices of John. Jesus kept 
company with publicans and sinners. John (or at least his disciples) had some doubts as to whether 
Jesus truly was the Messiah.  

They may have been present at Matthew’s feast, and their questions concerned the lack of fasting 
among the disciples of Jesus. There was one national day of fasting for all Jews, the Day of Atonement. 
To this had been added, by the Pharisees, fasts on Mondays and Thursdays. John and his disciples had 
adopted the fasting schedule of the Pharisees. It is not known if Jesus also adopted this schedule. 

To answer them Jesus employed two things: (1) John’s illustration of Christ being the bridegroom 
(John 3:29), and (2) the parables of the new cloth on an old garment and the new wine in old wineskins. 
The old bottles, brittle and hard, represented the current religious system in which righteousness was 
the result of strict adherence to the Law. The new wine pictured the new life of the Spirit. Just as new 
wine in an old bottle would expand and burst the non-expanding bottle, so also the new wine of the life 
in the Spirit could not be contained by the old, inflexible rabbinical legal system.  

 
38. Jesus at a Feast at Jerusalem (John 5:1-18) 

Jesus returned to Jerusalem to celebrate one of the three pilgrim feasts. Some believe it was 
Passover, while others hold that it was Tabernacles. While in the city Jesus passed by the pool of 
Bethesda where many sick and impotent people stayed. Jewish tradition held that on the New Year an 
angel would stir the water in the pool and the first person in the water would be healed.  

Archeologists have discovered that the pool is over an underground conduit through which the 
blood of the sacrifices would run off the temple mount. When there were a large number of sacrificial 
killings, the pool waters would be stirred. Such a condition would exist at Passover. 

Jesus healed one of the men who had been impotent for 38 years and who had been waiting to get 
healed. The man published the healing and the Jews sought to persecute and kill Jesus because the 
healing happened on the Sabbath. 
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39. Jesus Teaches (John 5:19-47) 

Jesus then taught the Jews about eternal life and His relationship with the Father. 
 
40. The Sabbath Controversy (Matthew 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5) 

Jesus and His disciples passed through a corn field on the Sabbath day. Being hungry, the disciples 
picked the corn to eat. The Pharisees rebuked them. Jesus used the story of David and the example of 
the priests to correct the Pharisees showing them that He was greater than the temple and that He was 
the Lord of the Sabbath.  
 
41. Jesus Heals a Withered Hand on the Sabbath (Matthew 12:9-14; Mark 3:1-6; Luke 6:6-11) 

In a synagogue on another Sabbath (Luke 6:6) the scribes and Pharisees watched to see if He would 
heal a man with a withered hand. Jesus, looking on them with anger, healed the man. From that time, 
the Pharisees and Herodians plotted to kill Jesus.  
 
42. The Multitudes Follow Jesus (Matthew 12:15-20; Mark 3:7-12) 

When Jesus heard about the plot against Him, He withdrew from Jerusalem and returned to Galilee. 
Multitudes from many places were now following Him. He healed them, cast out their demons, and 
warned them not to make Him known.  

 
43. Jesus Picks the Twelve (Mark 3:13-19; Luke 6:12-16) 

After a night of prayer, Jesus chose the twelve disciples out of those who followed Him.  
 
44. The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5:1-8:1; Luke 6:17-49)  

Jesus introduced the principles of the Kingdom of God in the Sermon on the Mount. The people 
were astonished at the authority of His teaching. 
 
45. Jesus Heals the Centurion’s Servant (Matthew 8:5-13; Luke 7:1-10) 

In Capernaum Jesus was met by some elders of the Jews. They requested that He heal the servant of 
a Roman centurion. Though he was a Gentile, this man built a synagogue for the Jews and was much 
loved by them. Hearing this, Jesus offered to go to his house to heal the servant. The centurion knew 
that such an action would render Jesus ceremonially unclean, and also knew that Jesus’ power was not 
limited by time or space. He told the Lord, “Speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.” 
Jesus marveled at the man’s faith, and declared that many Gentiles would be with Him in His kingdom. 
He then sent the centurion home to a healed servant. 
 
46. Raising the Widow’s Son at Nain (Luke 7:11-17) 

Jesus visited the city of Nain, about ten miles southeast of Nazareth. There He came upon a funeral, 
and having compassion on a widow whose only son had died, Jesus touched the bier (rendering Him 
ceremonially unclean) and raised the young man from the dead. This produced the fear of God 
throughout the whole region. 
 
47. Two Disciples of John the Baptist Visit Jesus (Matthew 11:2-15; Luke 7:18-30) 

In prison, John had received reports about Jesus. The reports were mixed: Jesus was doing great 
miracles, preaching the right message, and many were following Him; but Jesus also had a questionable 
lifestyle and friends. John sent two of his disciples to see Jesus.  

After healing many people, Jesus sent the two back to John, telling them, “Tell John what you have 
seen and heard … And blessed is he that is not offended in Me.” 
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Jesus then extolled John to the people, listing him as the greatest of the prophets, “but he that is 
least in the kingdom of God is greater than he [John].”  

 
48. Jesus Condemns His Generation (Matthew 11:16-19; Luke 7:31-35) 

Jesus pointed out the hypocrisy of His generation for rejecting John the Baptist because of his 
austerity, and for then rejecting Him for His more casual lifestyle. 
 
49. Jesus Condemns Three Cities (Matthew 11:20-24) 

Jesus rebuked three cities: Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum. He had done many mighty works 
in them, and still they had not repented. He told them that Tyre, Sidon, and Sodom would fare much 
better in the Day of Judgment because they had not seen the miracles of Christ. 
 
50. The Call to Rest (Matthew 11:25-30) 

Even in the midst of such a horrific warning, Jesus called those who were humble, weary, and 
heavy laden to rest in Him. 
 
51. Jesus is Anointed in Simon’s House (Luke 7:36-50) 

Simon, a Pharisee, invited Jesus to a meal at his home. As Jesus reclined at the meal, a sinful 
woman washed and anointed His feet. Seeing this, the host reasoned that if Jesus were a true prophet 
He would have known that this woman was a sinner, and therefore unclean. Jesus perceived Simon’s 
thoughts and rebuked him with the parable of the two debtors. 
 
52. Preaching in Galilee (Luke 8:1-3) 

Jesus again went through the cities and villages of Galilee. This time He was accompanied by the 
twelve, Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven demons, and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, one 
of Herod’s stewards. 
 
53. Jesus is Accused of Being Mad (Mark 3:20-21) 

Jesus’ friends (possibly His clan) thought He had gone mad and tried to lay hold on Him. 
 
54. Jesus heals the Blind and Dumb Demoniac (Matthew 12:22-37; Mark 3:22-30) 

The news of this healing caused the Pharisees to accuse Jesus of casting out demons by the power 
of a powerful, unclean, territorial spirit named Beelzebub. Jesus warned them against committing the 
unpardonable sin of blasphemy of the Holy Spirit.  

 
55. The Pharisees Ask for a Sign (Matthew 12:38-45) 

The Pharisees came to Jesus seeking a definitive sign demonstrating that He was indeed the 
Messiah. Jesus rebuked them, warning that an evil and adulterous generation seeks signs and wonders 
to establish faith in Him. 

 
56. Jesus Reveals His True family (Matthew 12:46-50; Mark 3:31-35; Luke: 19-21) 

When His family visited Him, Jesus declared that His true family consists of those who do the will 
of the Father. Here Jesus was using a form of hyperbole (which is a communication tool of using 
exaggeration for effect). He is not rejecting His family but showing His priorities. 
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57. The Parables of the Kingdom (Matthew 13:1-53; Mark 4:1-34; Luke 8:4-18) 
These “kingdom parables” are:  
• The Parable of the Sower 
• The Parable of the Seed Growing by Itself 
• The Parable of the Tares 
• The Parable of the Mustard Seed 
• The Parable of the Leaven 
• The Parable of the Hidden Treasure 
• The Parable of the Pearl of Great Price 
• The Parable of the Net 
• The Parable of the Householder 
 
58. Jesus Stills the Storm (Matthew 8:18-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25) 

Seeking to get away from the multitudes, Jesus traveled across the Sea of Galilee by ship. A storm 
came up quickly while Jesus slept in the back. His disciples, fearful of the storm, awoke Him. He 
upbraided them for their lack of faith and rebuked the storm. 
 
59. The Demoniacs (Matthew 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:1-39) 

These are either two separate instances of Jesus casting out demons in the area east of the Sea of 
Galilee, or Luke and Mark mention only one of demoniacs. Matthew records that there were two 
demon-possessed men in the area of Gergesa. Mark and Luke place the story further south in the area of 
Gadara. All three record substantially the same results - the demons were cast out, and entered into a 
herd of swine feeding nearby. The whole herd ran violently into the sea and drowned. The inhabitants 
of the area then demanded that Jesus leave.  

 
60. One Raised from the Dead and One Healed (Matthew 9:18-26; Mark 5:21-43; Luke 8:40-56) 

Jesus was called upon to raise a young girl from the dead. She was the daughter of the synagogue 
ruler. On His way, a woman with an issue of blood touched Him for a healing. He continued to the 
home of the synagogue ruler’s house and raised the girl from the dead. 
 
61. Two Blind Men and a Demoniac Healed (Matthew 9:27-34) 

When Jesus left the house of Jairus, He healed two blind men and cast a demon out of another. 
  
62. The Disciples Sent forth (Matthew 9:35-10:4; Mark 6:7; Luke 9:1-2) 

Jesus had a three-fold ministry among the people: (1) teaching in their synagogues, (2) preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom, and (3) healing every sickness and disease.  

Jesus saw the spiritual condition of the people: (1) they fainted, and (2) they were scattered abroad 
as sheep having no shepherd. The Lord recognized that He alone could not reach all the people 
sufficiently for them to overcome their spiritual weakness. After calling His disciples to prayer 
concerning more laborers in the harvest, Jesus chose twelve. 
 
63. Jesus Instructs the Twelve (Matthew 10:5-15; Mark 6:8-11; Luke 9:3-5) 

Jesus gave specific instructions to the twelve disciples in preparation to send them forth. These 
instructions contained principles about how to conduct apostolic (missionary) ministry. Later (Luke 
22:35), Jesus changed some of these instructions. 

 
 

 



THE LIFE OF CHRIST 
 

   36 

64. Jesus Warns the Disciples About Persecution (Matthew 10:16-33) 
The instructions also contained warnings about persecution. The disciples were commanded to be 

wise as serpents and harmless as doves. They were warned to beware of men and urged to trust the 
Holy Spirit to give them the words they must speak in the hour of danger. He instructed them to flee 
persecution if possible. He made it clear that the greatest enemy of persecuted disciples is fear. 
 
65. The Cost of Discipleship (Matthew 10:34-42) 

Jesus declared that the cost of being His disciple is everything one has and is. To follow Jesus we 
must count the cost carefully and be willing to surrender all.  
 
66. The Disciples Sent Forth (Matthew 11:1; Mark 6:12-13; Luke 9:6) 

After commanding the disciples, Jesus sent them out. They went out to teach, preach, and to do 
miracles. 
 
67. Death of John the Baptist (Matthew 14:1-12; Mark 6:14-29; Luke 9:7-9) 

Herod had John beheaded in prison. After John’s death, Herod heard reports of Jesus and was 
afraid, thinking that John had been raised from the dead.  
 
68. Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand (Matthew 14:13-21; Mark 6:30-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-

13) 
The story of Jesus feeding the five thousand is one of the few that is reported in all four Gospels. 

This event is rich in spiritual truth and prophetic symbolism. It shows the spread of the kingdom of God 
to encompass the multitudes. It shows the manner in which the kingdom grows, through the ministry of 
the apostles, as they preach the word of God. It also shows the results of the kingdom to be 12 full 
baskets - the final and full establishment of divine order in the kingdom of God throughout the created 
realm. 
 
69. Jesus Leaves the Crowd (Matthew 14:22-23; Mark 6:45-46; John 6:14-15) 

After feeding the five thousand, Jesus sent His disciples ahead in a ship to the other side of the Sea 
of Galilee. He then spent some time in prayer.  
 
70. Jesus Walks on the Sea (Matthew 14:24-32; Mark 6:47-52; John 6:16-21) 

The disciples encountered a storm while crossing the sea. In the fourth watch of the night (3 - 6 
AM), Jesus went to them walking on the sea. He called Peter to come to Him and Peter walked on the 
water as well. 
 
71. Reception at Gennesaret (Matthew 14:34-36; Mark 6:53-56) 

When Jesus and the disciples came to the other shore and left the ship, the people knew Him and 
brought many to Him to be healed and delivered. 
 
72. Jesus, the Bread of Life (John 6:22-71) 

In this discourse, found only in John’s Gospel, Jesus made it clear that He is the only way of 
salvation. He called Himself the Bread of Life and warned that only through Him can a man live forever 
(vs. 58). Many of His disciples left Him at this point. Jesus challenged even the twelve asking if they 
also would leave Him.  
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73. The Hypocrisy of the Scribes and Pharisees (Matthew 15:1-20; Mark 7:1-23) 
Jesus exposed the hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees in the outward keeping of the Law without 

the inward reality of the Spirit. He warned His disciples to avoid such externalism, expounding to them 
the spiritual principle that a man is not defiled by that which he takes in, but by that which he gives out. 

 
74. Jesus Heals the Syrophoenician’s Daughter (Matthew 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30) 

Jesus traveled to Tyre and Sidon. A Greek woman came out, beseeching Him to heal her daughter. 
He refused to answer her. His disciples requested He intervene to send her away. Jesus responded by 
telling them He was called to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. She persisted and Jesus replied that 
her faith was great and healed her daughter. 

 
75. Miracles in Decapolis (Matthew 15:29-31; Mark 7:31-37) 

Jesus returned to the Galilee region and did many miracles, healing those who were lame, crippled, 
blind, mute and many others. The people glorified God. 

 
76. Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand (Matthew 15:32-38; Mark 8:1-9) 

As the multitudes gathered to be healed, Jesus had compassion on them for they were hungry. This 
time, using 7 loaves and a few little fish, Jesus fed four thousand men, plus woman and children. 

 
77. The Pharisees and Sadducees Demand a Sign (Matthew 15:39-16:4; Mark 8:10-12) 

The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus demanding He show them some sign that He was the 
Messiah. He refused, calling them an evil and adulterous generation. The only sign they would be given 
was the sign of the prophet Jonah, meaning His Resurrection. 

 
78. The Leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees (Matthew 16:5-12; Mark 8:13-21) 

Jesus warned His disciples to avoid the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees. The disciples 
reasoned that Jesus was rebuking them for not bringing bread with them. He made them understand that 
the leaven He was speaking of was not bread but the teaching of the two parties.  

 
79. Jesus Heals the Blind Man (Mark 8:22-26) 

While at Bethsaida a blind man came to Jesus to be healed. He took the man out of town and healed 
him privately, warning the man not to publish the news of it. 

 
80. Peter’s Confession of Faith (Matthew 16:13-20; Mark 8:27-30; Luke 9:18-21) 

Jesus took His disciples north to the area of Caesarea Philippi at the base of Mount Hermon. He 
asked them who they thought He was. Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
Jesus commended Peter, and told the disciples that it was upon such a confession of faith that He would 
build His Church.  

 
81. Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection (Matthew 16:21-23; Mark 8:31-33; Luke 9:22) 

This marked a turning point in the ministry of Jesus. He would now turn from ministering to the 
multitudes to concentrate on the training of His disciples. He would speak more about His death and 
resurrection. He would, in effect, be setting His face towards Jerusalem. 
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82. Jesus Speaks of the Cross in the Life of His Disciples (Matthew 16:24-28; Mark 8:34-9:1; 
Luke 9:23-27) 
In looking toward His own death, Jesus began to emphasize the principle of the Cross in the lives of 

His disciples. To follow Him would cost a man his life. The cost was not without promise, as the Father 
would reward every man according to his works. 

 
83. Jesus is Transfigured (Matthew 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-8; Luke 9:28-36) 

Jesus went up into a mountain (many believe it was Mount Hermon) and was transfigured. Three 
disciples were with Jesus - Peter, James, and John. The voice of the Father spoke from a cloud 
declaring, “This is my beloved Son: hear Him.” Moses and Elijah appeared. Peter wanted to build three 
tabernacles to remain on the mountain. 

 
84. The Disciples Question Jesus (Matthew 17:9-13; Mark 9:9-13) 

Coming down from the mountain, Jesus warned the disciples not to tell anyone about the 
Transfiguration until after He was raised from the dead. The disciples asked Jesus why Elijah had to 
come first. Elijah represents the prophetic writings indicating that all prophecy must or will be fulfilled 
before the consummation of all things.  

 
85. Demoniac Boy Delivered (Matthew 17:14-21; Mark 9:14-29; Luke 9:37-43) 

When they came down from the mountain, Jesus found the remaining disciples surrounded by a 
crowd. They had tried but failed to cast a demon out of a boy. The boy’s father pleaded with Jesus to 
deliver him. Jesus did so and then taught the disciples that some demons can only come out through 
fasting and prayer. 

 
86. Jesus Again Foretells His Death and Resurrection (Matthew 17:22-23; Mark 9:30-32; Luke 

9:44-45) 
They returned to Galilee and Jesus again spoke of His impending death and resurrection. The 

disciples did not understand what He was telling them.  
 
87. Jesus Pays the Tribute Money (Matthew 17:24-27; Mark 9:33) 

They came back to Capernaum. Those responsible to collect the tribute money came to Peter asking 
if Jesus had paid. The tribute money was a half shekel and went towards the support of the temple or 
perhaps the local synagogue. It was normally due in the Spring, so Jesus’ payment was overdue. Jesus 
performed the miracle of the coin in the fish’s mouth to pay the tribute. 

 
88. Teachings on Greatness (Matthew 18:1-14; Mark 9:34-37; Luke 9:46-48) 

The disciples wanted to know who was the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Jesus, using a little 
child, showed them that greatness in the kingdom is not measured by power or virtue, but by faith. 
Jesus then taught on the great desire of the Father to seek and to save those who are lost. 

 
89. Who is For Jesus? (Mark 9:38-50; Luke 9:49-50) 

A man had been casting out demons in the name of Jesus. John wanted Jesus to forbid the man. 
Jesus refused, saying, “He that is not against us is on our part.” 

 
90. Jesus Teaches on Forgiveness and Prayer (Matthew 18:154-20) 

Jesus then taught on the power of forgiveness, the supremacy of the church’s discipline, and the 
power of corporate prayer.  
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91. The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant (Matthew 18:21-35) 
Peter asked Jesus how often he should forgive a brother who had sinned against him. Jesus taught 

on the extent of forgiveness, using the Parable of the Unmerciful Servant. The point was clear - the 
measure of God’s forgiveness is unlimited, forgiving even up to 10,000 talents ($19,400,000.00 in 
silver or $280,000,000 in gold). The only thing that can limit God’s forgiveness is our capacity to 
receive it. The true measure of our capacity to receive forgiveness is in our capacity to forgive others.  

 
92. Jesus Goes to Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles (John 7:1-53) 

Jesus was now constantly in danger. His own brothers did not believe in Him and tempted Him to 
openly profess His identity as the Messiah in Judea. After they left Him, He went to the feast in secret.  

In the midst of the feast, Jesus went to the temple to teach. The Jews immediately confronted him. 
They attempted to arrest Him, but could not. In the final day of the feast, as the priests were conducting 
the water ceremony (where water would be poured upon the altar), Jesus cried out, “If any one thirsts, 
let him come unto Me, and drink. He who believes on Me, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 
water.” This declaration stirred the discussion concerning as to whether or not He was the Messiah. 

 
93. The Woman Taken in Adultery (John 8:1-11) 

The scribes and Pharisees, having caught a woman in adultery, and intending to stone her according 
to the Law, also determined to tempt Jesus. They asked Him what should be done with her. Jesus knew 
their evil hearts and said that only those who had not sinned who were qualified to stone her. His words 
sent the angry crowd away. He then forgave the woman. 

The earliest manuscripts do not include John 7:53 through 8:11. Most scholars do not believe John 
wrote these words, but that they were added by another of his disciples. It is possible that the story was 
part of an oral body of stories about Jesus, and that it is true. 

 
94. Jesus is the Light of the World (John 8:12-59) 

Jesus then taught that He was the Light of the world, declaring to the Pharisees that He was from 
above and they were from beneath. As He spoke many believed on Him.  

 
95. Jesus Begins His Perean Ministry (Matthew 8:19-22; Luke 9:51-62) 

Jesus now began the final months of His ministry. Most of this time was spent in the region of 
Perea, east of the Jordan River. Luke records that at one point Jesus sent His disciples into Samaria, to 
the towns that had received Him previously (John 4). Now they would not receive Him. This marked 
their formal rejection of Him as Messiah. It was in this context that Jesus showed the true cost of 
following Him, first to a scribe (“the Son of man has no where to lay His head”), and then to one of His 
disciples who wanted to return home until the death of his father (“Follow Me; let the dead bury the 
dead”). 

 
96. Jesus Sends the Seventy (Luke 10:1-24) 

Jesus chose seventy other disciples, instructed them, and sent them out. They returned rejoicing that 
even the demons were subject to them. Jesus corrected them, telling them that they should rejoice in 
their salvation and not in their power. 

 
97. The Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) 

Jesus told the Parable of the Good Samaritan in response to a scribe’s attempts to test Him.  
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98. Jesus Goes to Bethany (Luke 10:38-42) 
Jesus went to visit His friends, Mary, Martha, and Lazarus in the small village of Bethany (see 

John12:1) about 2 miles from Jerusalem on the road to Jericho. As He was teaching, Martha was 
serving and began to complain to Jesus that her sister, Mary, was not helping. Jesus told Martha that 
Mary had chosen the better part. To sit at Jesus’ feet, in worship and instruction, is far better than busy-
ness. 

 
99. Jesus Heals the Man Born Blind (John 9:1-41) 

Jesus healed a man who had been blind from birth. The folly of the Pharisees and other Jews 
debating the merits of the healing is exposed and contrasted by the simple faith of the healed man: 
“Whether He be a sinner or no, I know not; one thing I know, that whereas I was blind, now I see.” 
Jesus returned to the man to finish His work of healing, bringing the man to saving faith in Himself as 
Messiah. 

 
100. Jesus, the Good Shepherd (John 10:1-21)  

Jesus taught the people, using the illustration of the Good Shepherd who gives His life for the 
sheep. The result of His miracles and teaching was division among the people concerning His identity.  

 
101. Jesus Celebrates Chanukah (John 10:22-38) 

Jesus was in Jerusalem for the Feast of Dedication (or Chanukah). As He walked on Solomon’s 
Porch, the Jews came to Him, demanding He reveal Himself plainly to them. Jesus responded that He 
had plainly told and shown them who He was, but they refused to believe Him.  

 
102. Jesus Returns to Bethany (John 10:39-42) 

His remarks inflamed their desire to arrest Him. As they sought to capture Him, He escaped and 
went to Bethany. 

 
103. Jesus Teaches on Prayer (Luke 11:1-13) 

As Jesus was praying His disciples asked Him to teach them about prayer. He repeated the prayer 
outline He had given to them previously (Matthew 6:9-15), known as the Lord’s Prayer, and impressed 
upon them the need for persevering prayer.  

 
104. Jesus Casts Out a Demon and Continues to Teach (Luke 11:14-36) 

Jesus cast out a demon, and the people began to question His authority to do it. He used the 
opportunity to teach on demons, on the judgment of God upon that generation, and the need to walk in 
the light of God’s revealed truths.  

 
105. Jesus Pronounces Woes Against the Pharisees (Luke 11:37-54) 

Having been invited to eat at the home of a Pharisee, Jesus did not do the ritual washing the 
Pharisees strictly adhered to. The host took note of it. Jesus used the occasion to denounce the 
hypocrisy of the Pharisees for their zealous attention to the details of the Law while failing to 
emphasize the spirit of the Law. 

 
106. Jesus Teaches Using Some Parables (Luke 12:1-59) 

Jesus began to warn His disciples, in the presence of a great multitude, to beware of the leaven of 
the Pharisees. He encouraged them to trust in God in times of persecution and warned them against 
blaspheming the Holy Spirit. He denounced their hypocrisy and warned the people that He would cast a 
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judging fire on the earth that would result in division between those who will follow Him and those 
who will reject Him. 

He used the parables of the rich fool (whose barns were full) and the watchful servants to admonish 
the disciples to be ready for His appearing.  

 
107. Pilate Slays the Galileans (Luke 13:1-5) 

Some zealous nationalist Galileans had attempted to riot in the area of the temple and Pilate ordered 
his soldiers to stop the disturbance. The result was bloody with many being killed. Jesus used the event 
to call the people to repentance. 
 
108. Parable of the Barren Fig Tree (Luke 13:6-9) 

This parable spoke of the national spiritual condition of Israel in the times of Christ, as well as 
prophetically concerning the Jews. 
 
109. Parable of the Mustard Seed and the Leaven (Luke 13:10-21) 

These parables spoke about the spread of the kingdom. Jesus also healed a woman on the Sabbath. 
 
110. Enter in at the Strait gate (Luke 13:22-30) 

Someone asked Jesus whether there would be few or many saved. He called the people to enter in 
at the strait gate, saying many would seek to enter in but not be able to.  
 
111. Herod’s Threat (Luke 13:31-35) 

Jesus was warned that Herod was seeking to kill Him. This may not have been an actual threat, but 
an attempt by the Pharisees to frighten Jesus. Jesus in reply lamented over Jerusalem. 

 
112. Jesus Heals the man with Dropsy (Luke 14:1-6) 

Jesus healed a man on the Sabbath in a Pharisee’s house.  
 

113. The Parables of the Wedding Guest and the Great Supper (Luke 14:7-24) 
Jesus used this meal to use the parables of the Wedding Guest (taking the lower seat) and the Great 

Supper (the many who made excuses) to teach that the kingdom of heaven will be made up many who 
are not expected to be there. 

 
114. Counting the Cost (Luke 14:25-35) 

Jesus taught the multitudes about the great cost of following Him. A disciple cannot put anything 
between him and Jesus - not even wife or children. Jesus also emphasized the importance of counting 
such a cost, indicating that many will begin to follow Him but fall away as the cost becomes evident.  

 
115. The Parables of the Lost Sheep, Coin, and Son (Luke 15:1-31) 

Jesus told the parables of the Lost Sheep (leaving the ninety-nine and going after the one), the Lost 
Coin (seeking diligently until she finds it), and the Prodigal Son (receiving back the son who ran away). 
 
116. Jesus Teaches on Faithfulness (Luke 16:1-18) 

Using the Parable of the Unjust Steward (who wasted his master’s goods while the master was 
away), Jesus taught about the need for faithfulness. The true measure of faithfulness is not that we are 
faithful in those things which are great, but in those things which are least. He also condemned divorce 
and remarriage. 
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117. The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31) 
Jesus continued His instruction on the rewards for faithfulness by telling the story of the rich man 

and the poor beggar, Lazarus. This parable not only shows how difficult it is for the rich to enter 
heaven, but also the eternal condemnation of the unjust. Jesus did not condemn the rich man’s wealth 
but the fact that he allowed the poor man to starve to death.  
 
118. The Parable of the Unprofitable Servant (Luke 17:1-10) 

Jesus used this parable to teach His disciples how to increase their faith. Going beyond duty to God 
increases one’s faith. 

 
119. Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead (John 11:1-54) 

Jesus’ friend Lazarus was sick. Jesus was beyond the Jordan in the area of Aenon, where John used 
to baptize. The distance between Bethany and Aenon is uncertain since the exact location of the place is 
unknown. The general region where Aenon is believed to have been was twenty miles from Bethany, 
where Lazarus was. Jesus deliberately waited until Lazarus was dead for four days to return to Bethany. 
The raising of Lazarus was a great act of love on the part of Jesus towards the family of the dead man. 
It put Jesus in great danger. Many of the Jews present for the miracle went back to Jerusalem as 
informers against Jesus. The Jewish leaders also sought to kill Lazarus. Jesus withdrew and went into 
the wilderness into a city called Ephraim. Caiaphas the High Priest prophesied (in what many believe to 
be the final prophetic utterance from a high priest) that Jesus should die for the whole nation.  
 
120. Jesus Heals the Ten Lepers (Luke 17:11-19 

As Jesus passed through Samaria and into Galilee, ten men who were lepers came out to meet Him, 
beseeching Him to heal them. He healed them, sending them to the priests for the ritual cleansing and 
sacrifice required by the Torah. Only one returned to thank Jesus - the one who was a Samaritan. The 
nine had enough faith in Jesus for their healing, but not enough for their moral or spiritual 
transformation. Only the one was saved. 

 
121. Jesus Teaches About the Kingdom (Luke 17:20-18:14) 

Using the Parable of the Importunate Widow and the Unjust Judge, and the Parable of the Pharisee 
and the Publican, Jesus taught about the kingdom of God. He began by telling the Pharisees (who had 
demanded of Him about when the kingdom would come) that the kingdom of God is not an outward 
kingdom but an inward. He compared the last days to the times of Noah, and shared with them about 
the suddenness and extent of the coming judgment.  

Using the story of the importunate widow coming to an unjust judge, Jesus emphasized the need to 
continue in persevering prayer. The Parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector again showed the 
Lord’s anger with the dead, hypocritical system of legalism expounded by the Pharisees. 

 
122. Jesus Teaches on Divorce (Matthew 19:1-12; Mark 10:1-12) 

Jesus left Galilee and traveled south to Judea beyond the Jordan. The Pharisees came to Him and 
sought a means to entrap Him. The vehicle they chose this time was the question of divorce. The issue 
was controversial because of the illegal marriage of Herod and Herodias (who had been married to 
Herod’s brother). The Pharisees sought to tempt Jesus into either compromising on the issue of 
marriage, thus distancing Him from the teachings of John the Baptist, or putting Him at odds with the 
Torah, which called for divorce in certain limited circumstances. Jesus confounded their devious 
scheme by setting marriage in its greater setting, that of the beginning. Rather than debate the issue on a 
legal level, Jesus showed them the Father’s heart in marriage.  
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123. Jesus Blesses the Children (19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17) 
As He was teaching, some parents brought their children to Jesus. The custom was (and still is) to 

have a rabbi bless the children. The disciples attempted to dissuade the parents, but Jesus intervened 
and took them up into His arms and blessed them. 
 
124. The Rich Young Ruler (Matthew 19:16-30; Mark 10:17-31; Luke 18:18-30) 

A wealthy young man came to Jesus, seeking to know what thing he needed to do to inherit eternal 
life. Jesus told him to keep the commandments. The young man insisted he had. Jesus then told him to 
sell all that he owned and give the proceeds to the poor, and to follow Him. The young man went away 
very sad. He had many possessions and did not want to part with them. Jesus used this incident to again 
impress upon His disciples the very high cost of following Him. 
 
125. The Parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard (Matthew 20:1-16) 

In this parable, the laborers are hired throughout the day, and are paid the same amount no matter 
how many hours they worked. Jesus used this parable to illustrate that the “last shall be first and the 
first last: for many are called, but few chosen.”  
 
126. Jesus Again Foretells His Death (Matthew 20:17-19; Mark 10:32-34; Luke 18:31-34) 

Jesus took the twelve aside and warned them about His impending death. Luke records that they 
understood none of the things He was telling them.  
 
127. The Mother of James and John Seeks the Honored Seats for Them (Matthew 20:20-28; 

Mark 10:35-45) 
The wife of Zebedee, mother of James and John, asked Jesus for honored seats in heaven for her 

sons. Jesus replied that those positions were not His to give, but for whom it is prepared. 
 
128. Blind Bartimaeus Healed (Matthew 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43) 

As Jesus departed from the city two blind men, one of whom was named Bartimaeus, began to cry 
out, asking Jesus to heal them. They made such a noise that many in the crowd tried to stop them, but 
they persisted, addressing Jesus as “Son of David” to indicate their belief that Jesus was the Messiah. 
Jesus healed them.  

 
129. Zaccheus Converted (Luke 19:1-10) 

As Jesus passed through Jericho a wealthy tax collector named Zaccheus sought to see Jesus from a 
tree because of his short height. Jesus saw Zaccheus and invited Himself over for dinner. Zaccheus 
accepted with great joy and was converted. 
 
130. The Parable of the Pounds (Luke 19:11-28) 

Jesus taught the Parable of the Pounds in which a certain nobleman gave money to his servants to 
invest while he was away. When he came back, he rewarded them according to their investment returns. 
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There are 89 chapters in the four Gospels. Of the 89, only 4 record the first 30 years of Jesus’ 

earthly ministry. Of the 85 remaining chapters, 62 cover the 3 years of public ministry, and 23 describe 
the final eight days of His life. 

There are many theories proposed about the last days of Jesus’ life. What day was He crucified? 
What day was He raised from the dead? One of the difficulties in determining the answer to these 
questions is that Matthew, Mark, and Luke use Hebrew time (which begins the new day at 6:00PM or 
sunset) while John uses Roman time (with the new day beginning at both noon and midnight). Our 
purpose is not to determine these things, but to continue with an overview of the events which occurred.  
 

 
Map by Gordon Smith permission: http://www.ccel.org/bible/phillips/JBPhillips.htm 

 

The Final Days 

Day One: Saturday 

• Caiaphas plots to arrest Jesus (John 11:57). 

Day Two: Sunday 

• Jesus makes His triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1-9; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:28-
44; John 12:12-19). 

Day Three: Monday 

• Jesus weeps over Jerusalem a second time (Matthew 23:37-39; Luke 19:41-44). 
• Jesus pronounces judgment on the fruitless fig tree and cleanses the temple (Matthew 21:10-19; 

Mark 11:12-18; Luke 19:45-48). 
• Jesus refuses to meet with some Greeks who came to Jerusalem for the Passover and who 

requested to see Him (John 12:20-22). 

Day Four: Tuesday 

• Jesus confronts the Pharisees and Sadducees (Luke 20:1 – 23:39). 
• Jesus observes the widow and her mite (Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4). 
• Jesus foretells the destruction of Jerusalem and His Second Coming (Matthew 24:1 – 25:46). 
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Day Five: Wednesday 

• The chief priests and the scribes seek a way to have Jesus arrested and put to death (Matthew 
26:2-5; Mark 14:1-2; Luke 22:1-2). 

• Mary anoints Jesus at the home of Simon the leper (Matthew 26:6-13). 
• Judas arranges the betrayal of Jesus (Matthew 26:14-16; Mark 14:10-11; Luke 22:3-6). 

Day Six: Thursday 

• Jesus sends Peter and John from Bethany to Jerusalem (a distance of two miles/3.2 kms) to 
prepare for the Passover (Matthew 26:20-24; Mark 14:12-16; Luke 22:7-13). 

• Jesus celebrates the Last Supper (Passover) with His disciples (Matthew 26:20-29; Mark 14:17-
25; Luke 22:14-38; John 13:1 – 14:31). During the meal: 
! Jesus washes the feet of the disciples, 
! Reveals the identity of His betrayer, and 
! Institutes Holy Communion. 

  
Day Six: Thursday (continued) 

• Jesus and His disciples sing a hymn and walk to the Mount of Olives, where Jesus foretells 
Peter’s denial (Matthew 26:30-34; Mark 14:26-31; Luke 22:31-34). 

• On the Mount of Olives Jesus teaches His disciples about the Vine and the branches, calls them 
to love one another, introduces them to the Holy Spirit, and prays His High Priestly Prayer 
(John 15-17). 

• Jesus and His disciples cross the Kidron Brook and enter the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus 
prays three times with great grief and burden (Matthew 26:36-36; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:39-
46; John 18:1). 

• Judas leads a band of temple officers to arrest Jesus. Peter cuts off the ear of Malchus, the high 
priest’s servant. Jesus heals the ear. The men then bind Jesus and all of Jesus’ disciples flee 
(Matthew 26:47-56; Mark 14:43-50; Luke 22:47-54; John 18:2-9). 

• Jesus is led away to Annas for the first of seven illegal trials (John 18:12-14). 
• Annas sends Jesus to Caiaphas. Jesus is blindfolded. The Sanhedrin is illegally assembled. 

Caiaphas questions Jesus. The council condemns Jesus of blasphemy and begins to beat Him 
and spit upon Him. They pronounce the death sentence upon Him (Matthew 26:57-68; Mark 
14:53-65; Luke 22:54; John 18:19-24). 

• Peter denies Jesus three times (Matthew 26:69-75; Mark 14:66-72; Luke 22:54-62; John 18:15-
27). 

• The Sanhedrin sends Jesus to Pontius Pilate (Matthew 27:1-2; Mark 15:1; Luke 23:1; John 
18:28-38). 

• Judas commits suicide (Matthew 27:3-10). 
 
Day Seven: Friday 
• Pilate examines Jesus (Matthew 27:11-14; Mark 15:2-5; Luke 23:2-5; John 18:33-38). 
• Pilate sends Jesus to Herod (Luke 23:6-12). 
• Herod sends Jesus back to Pilate. Pilate seeks to release Him, but the Jews demand Barabbas 

instead (Matthew 27:15-26; Mark 15:6-15; Luke 23:13-25; John 18:38-40; 19:4-15). 
• Pilate condemns Jesus to be crucified. Jesus is delivered to the Roman soldiers who brutally 

scourge Him, beating a crown of thorns into His head. They mock Jesus and lead Him through 
the streets of Jerusalem to Calvary (Matthew 27:27-32; Mark 15:16-23; Luke 23:26-32; John 
19:1-3). 

• Jesus is crucified (Matthew 27:31-50; Mark 15:19-37; Luke 23:26-38; John 19:16:30). 
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• The thief on the cross repents (Luke 23:39-43).  
• The Roman soldiers confirm Jesus’ death. The veil of the temple is torn in two, an earthquake 

opens the graves, and many who were dead are raised (Matthew 27:51-56; Luke 23:44-49; John 
19:31-37). 

• Jesus is buried (Matthew 27:57-66; Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56; John 19:38-42). 
 
Day Eight: Saturday 

• Jesus is in the tomb. 
 
Day Nine: Sunday 

• Jesus is resurrected and appears to His disciples (Matthew 28:1-15; Mark 16:1-14; Luke 24:1-
49; John 20:1 – 21:25). 

 
Undetermined Days Later: 

• Jesus gives the Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:15-18).  
• Jesus ascends to the Father (Mark 16:19-20; Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:9-11).  

 
Thus, concludes the chronology of the life of Jesus as told in the four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John. 


