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HOW TO GET NOTICED BY INFLUENTIAL BLOGGERS 
WITH DANIELLE MIELE OF GEM GOSSIP 

THRIVE BY DESIGN WITH TRACY MATTHEWS 
 

You’re listening to Thrive-By-Design business marketing and lifestyle 
strategies for your jewelry brand to flourish and thrive. Let’s get started.  
 
Tracy: Welcome, welcome everyone. Hey there it’s Tracy Matthews and 

I’m so excited to be here on the Thrive-By-Design podcast today 
with one of my favorite bloggers and Instagrammers, Danielle 
Miele of Gem Gossip.  

 
Danielle: Hello. 
 
Tracy: Did I say your name correctly? 
 
Danielle: Yes. No that was perfect. That was amazing. It’s rare. 
 
Tracy: I was so excited to have you here today. Thanks so much for being 

here. 
 
Danielle: Yeah you’re welcome. 
 
Tracy: And I’m even more excited to talk about how to get noticed by 

influential bloggers because you are one and one that I totally 
admire so. 

 
Danielle: Awe thank you. 
 
Tracy: You’re welcome. So I wanted to tell before we get started just a 

little fun back story because I’ve been a fan of you for a long time 
and I’ve been following you on Instagram for a couple years I think 
and social media is so funny. I don’t know if you feel this way 
because I feel like when you see people in real life you’re like oh I 
know that person.  

 
Danielle: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Tracy: Do you ever feel like that? 
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Danielle: Oh yeah. 
 
Tracy: And you’ve never met before so it’s like totally random. So when I 

think a couple years ago I was walking down the streets in Soho 
on my way to get my hair cut or something and I did a double take 
and I’m looking over my shoulder and I’m like I know that person 
and it turns out that it was you and I’m like you’re Gem Gossip. 

 
Danielle: I know I remember that. That is crazy because I’m rarely in New 

York City and then to have someone notice me on the streets. I 
couldn’t believe it but yeah that was awesome and thank you for 
pointing that out. I feel like sometimes I get that a lot where 
people think. 

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: I could tell they see me and they’re like who, where do I know her 

from? I feel like I know who she is but they don’t ever say 
something and I think it’s cool that you said something and that 
we got to meet. 

 
Tracy: Yeah it was so fun to meet. I loved it and I love that you were like 

let me see your rings so that was really fun.  
 
Danielle: Yeah that’s usually my second question. 
 
Tracy: Yeah. 
 
Danielle: In general. 
 
Tracy: Is that your jewelry let me see your rings. 
 
Danielle: Yeah. 
 
Tracy: Alright. So I wanted to do a little brief intro about you for people 

who are hearing about you for the first time a little bit more about 
you. So Danielle’s the founder and Editor-in-Chief of 
www.gemgossip.com which celebrated its seventh year. 
Congratulations by the way on that. 

 
Danielle: Thank you. 
 

http://www.gemgossip.com/
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Tracy: Where she chronicles her love for jewelry while traveling the world 
visiting and reporting on jewelry stores and designers. You can 
follow her on Instagram @gemgossip and the famous hashtag she 
created #showmeyourrings. Alright so I want to dive right in so 
before we kind of dive into the meat and bones of the questions I 
want to ask you I would love to hear a little bit more about you 
and how you got obsessed with jewelry in the first place? 

 
Danielle: Okay sure yeah. I feel like I’ve [3:00] always been obsessed with 

jewelry. I feel like it’s kind of in me and I was just born that way I 
feel like. I feel like it all started like most jewelry obsessed people 
with a very common story. It’s me being a young girl remembering 
of playing in her mom’s jewelry box. 

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: Dressing up and all that sort of stuff and so I have that common 

story and I think my love kind of progressed as I got older. I 
remember vividly being like four or five years old and begging my 
mom to get my ears pierced. I wanted. 

 
Tracy: Oh my gosh. 
 
Danielle: Sparkly things on my ears and I remember always begging her and 

when she finally let me get my ears pierced I remember dictating 
to her a list of all of the earrings that I wanted as soon as my ears 
healed. 

 
Tracy: Oh my gosh. 
 
Danielle: That I would get to buy at the store as my earrings. So that’s kind 

of; that was little young Gem Gossip in the making. 
 
Tracy: I love it. 
 
Danielle: That’s kind of how it all started. 
 
Tracy: That’s so cute. So were you asking for diamonds right from the get 

go? 
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Danielle: No. I was wanting teddy bears and cute little animals and that sort 
of thing which I kind of still gravitate towards today. I like animal 
jewelry and that sort of thing so it’s funny. 

 
Tracy: Oh that makes sense. So I know a little bit of your back story but I 

would love to hear you tell our readers because your jewelry story 
doesn’t stop there it has sort of progressed over the years. So how 
have you continued in the jewelry industry because I know you’ve 
done a couple of different things. 

 
Danielle: Yeah. So I didn’t start Gem Gossip until July of 2008 and kind of 

during that time it was very transitional for me. 
 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: As a family we all decided to move down South to Nashville, TN 

and we had up until then I had lived in this same exact house since 
the day I was born. 

 
Tracy: Wow. 
 
Danielle: And it’s a very small town. The only jewelry stores that this town 

had were Kay Jewelers at the mall and maybe one other jewelry 
store. 

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: So I’ve always loved jewelry I just didn’t know what else you could 

be with that career besides working at Kay Jewelers. 
 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: And no offense to Kay Jewelers but that wasn’t my kind of jewelry. 

So I just never went anywhere with that love of mine and passion 
of mine but it always kind of stuck with me. 

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: And so we moved down to Nashville and I had a Graduate degree. 
 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
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Danielle: And Masters degree in teaching. Nothing was kind of opening 
[6:00] up for me in the teaching realm. Every job interview I went 
on I kind of didn’t do well or never got called back. 

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: So a lot of; it was just kind of like I’m ready to actually start doing 

something with this love for jewelry. 
 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: And at that time I had a boyfriend who lived long distance and I 

was constantly sending him all of these emails and it would be 
these emails he’d open up and it would be this super long 
hyperlink of like oh my gosh look at these earrings or oh my gosh 
this ring is so pretty please check it out and of course because it 
was me at home with no job, nothing and he would be at work. So 
I’d be sending him all these emails throughout the day and so 
when he. 

 
Tracy: You were like hint, hint. 
 
Danielle: When he would call me at the end of the day and I would be like 

did you get all my emails and he’d be like you know you should 
really do something with this. You should start a blog or 
something because I; it’s not working out for me and it’s not 
interesting to me. You should connect with other people that think 
jewelry is cool like you do so you should start a blog and he kind 
of gave me that idea and then I kind of just ran with it and so 
that’s how Gem Gossip was actually born I would say. 

 
Tracy: That’s amazing. That’s so cool and I love that story and I love 

stories about people; how they sort of evolve in a way because it’s 
like your boyfriend doesn’t really care about the jewelry unless 
you’re like hint, hint buy a piece of jewelry. 

 

Danielle: Right. 
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Tracy: Down the road. I love stories like that because it sometimes takes 
another person to get you moving on the right track to your 
purpose in life which I feel like you’ve found.  

 
Danielle: Yeah. 
 
Tracy: I mean this is like clear as day to me that you’re in the right place. 

Now I might be getting this wrong but aren’t you a Graduate 
Gemologist too. Didn’t you do appraisals for a while? 

 
Danielle: Yeah. So once I started my blog Gem Gossip a local antique 

jewelry store owner found my blog and pretty much messaged me 
and reached out to me and wanted to see if I just wanted to help 
him with part time here and there or help them create their 
website. So I started working for him and things just kind of 
progressed naturally once I started working there and I started 
doing his appraisals for him but I didn’t really have a Graduate 
Gemology degree yet so he was like well you should go if you 
really like it and I did and so basically for the past I think I worked 
there for five years. 

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). [9:00] 
 
Danielle: Basically every day I’d sit behind a microscope and appraise 

jewelry all day from nine to five and I’d come home and have so 
much creative energy because you know when you’re sitting 
behind a microscope. 

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: All day you have no way of being creative. 
 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: So as soon as I’d come home I’d work on Gem Gossip until I’d fall 

asleep and then I’d wake up and go to work again and sit behind a 
microscope with the jewelry and no windows and just sit there all 
day and then I’d come home and work on Gem Gossip again. So 
that was basically my life for five years and it kind of just kept 
gaining traction and it built very organically over time and word of 
mouth sort of thing. It’s just funny how it all kind of came together 
and this past January I finally was able to leave my job. 
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Tracy: So wonderful. 
 
Danielle: And work on Gem Gossip full time. So yeah it’s been a dream in 

the making. 
 
Tracy: That’s so great. So this is a great lesson to people out there 

because I know a lot of people including myself when I was 
starting back in the early 90s starting my first jewelry business. I 
was working full time at a sales job at Nordstrom’s selling my 
jewelry on the side. Selling in boutique’s here and there. Getting 
some traction and then it wasn’t until someone sort of pushed me 
over that edge that I was able to kind of move full time and it was 
like that tipping point where the money was right and the timing 
was right. So it’s cool to hear that you have a similar story in a way 
and I think a lot of people do have similar stories about how they 
sort of went off and finally ventured on your own. 

 
Danielle: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Tracy: Very cool. 
 
Danielle: Yeah. It’s always a risk. 
 
Tracy: Yes. 
Danielle: But when you; you can feel it. You know the timing is right and 

you know it kind of all sort of comes together. It’s right. It’s time. 
 
Tracy: Alright so you’re in my opinion one of the most influential bloggers 

out there so you kind of talked about how you got into blogging 
for jewelry a little bit earlier so I wanted to kind of move in to more 
about what trends are you noticing in jewelry blogging and where 
do you see the direction of the jewelry industry going? 

 
Danielle: Yeah. It’s funny because when I started my blog seven years ago 

not too many people in the jewelry industry at least even knew 
what a blog was. 

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
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Danielle: So I feel like I’ve kind of had to pave the way in a sense because 
whether it was a designer or a trade show kind of explaining what 
a blog was in the beginning was very difficult. 

 
Tracy: I bet. 
 
Danielle: But I feel like as with many things the jewelry industry has always 

kind of like a little behind on. 
 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). [12:00] 
 
Danielle: A lot of different aspects. It’s not like the fashion industry where; 

the fashion industry is always a little bit ahead of the game. 
 
Tracy: Right. 
 
Danielle: And that sort of thing. So you know I would go to these trade 

shows like the Antique Jewelry Show in Miami or Vegas and I tried 
to promote the show and the exhibitors and it kind of caught on 
where people were interested in this kind of almost. 

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: Secretive world of the jewelry industry and even the antique 

jewelry industry and it was neat to kind of have an inside look. So I 
feel like people really started really gravitating towards that and 
really wanting to see more and more. So now where it used to be 
who are you and why are you taking pictures of my jewelry? To 
now it’s like oh you’re that blogger Gem Gossip oh my gosh please 
take pictures. We would love for our stuff to be featured. It kind 
has evolved that way.  

 
So I know that in the jewelry industry there are a lot of newer bloggers that are 

kind of coming on the scene where as I’ve been doing this for 
seven years I kind of have been able to pave the way for them to 
where they don’t have to overcome those obstacles in the 
beginning but I think it’s awesome that other people are blogging 
and being creative and taking on different sides of the jewelry 
industry and that sort of thing. I feel like there’s room for everyone 
and I think it’s; it’s awesome. 

 
Tracy: I like that attitude. There’s room for everyone.  
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Danielle: Yeah. 

 

Tracy: I mean and you certainly are a trailblazer that’s just obvious. So I 
want to ask you like funny like did you ever get; what was the 
funniest response you got from someone in the early days when 
you’re like I’m a blogger. I’m going to cover your jewelry. Let me 
take pictures. What was one of the best reactions to that? 

 
Danielle: The hardest was just like going to the antique jewelry shows and 

wanting to take pictures and people being like oh no we can’t do 
that, that’s a security breach. 

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: We don’t want to do that which I kind of totally understand. 

People bring all their jewelry to those shows and they have 
millions of dollars sometimes. 

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: And if someone’s uploading pictures on the internet you never 

know who was actually seeing these pictures but. 
 
Tracy: Right. 
 
Danielle: You know from a creative; a solely creative standpoint I was like 

oh I can’t take pictures? Oh my gosh this is awesome. You’re stuff 
is amazing. I want to really bad.  But yeah just people refusing to 
not let me take pictures is probably the biggest thing. 

 
Tracy: And now they probably see you walking down those aisles please 

take pictures. 
 
Danielle: Yeah I sometimes get that [15:00] and it’s interesting to see who 

actually follows me and get to meet these people in person. It’s 
really fun. 

 
Tracy: That’s awesome. So what’s your favorite thing about writing about 

jewelry? 
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Danielle: My favorite thing about writing about jewelry is that I get to write 

about what I love every single day and I also love writing for 
myself. 

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: Having myself as a boss because I can write about anything that I 

want to at any given point. 
 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: I don’t have to cover certain stories on certain designers and that 

sort of thing. If I’m browsing on Instagram at twelve o’clock at 
night and I discover some designer that I’ve never even heard of 
before. 

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: And I just love his or her stuff I can in the morning just start writing 

about it which has happened numerous times and I’m very grateful 
for that and I like having the freedom to do that. 

 
Tracy: Oh that’s so cool. I can’t even imagine waking up in the morning; 

being a brand new designer. No one knows who you are and then 
all of a sudden there’s a post by you or you’re like check out my 
coverage of this new designer on www.gemgossip.com and they 
wake up they’re tagged in Instagram and all of a sudden have a 
gagillion new followers. What just happened to me? 

 
Danielle: Yeah I love doing that for people and surprising people and 

connecting with the designers. That’s one of my favorite things 
about it. 

 
Tracy: So fun. So I know that all of our listeners want to know this. How 

does an emerging designer get noticed by someone like you? 
 
Danielle: I think there’s many aspects to that you know just being original 

and being yourself. 
 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 

http://www.gemgossip.com/
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Danielle: And not trying to create designs that look like a certain trend 
that’s happening right now. I think that that’s really important. I 
love featuring the crazy and almost weird designs.  

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: I like very different exotic, crazy things and I also like the trendy 

jewelry but you can only have so much of it before it starts looking 
the same so as a designer be yourselves. I also, I personally love 
working with designers one on one with the designers themselves. 

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: Rather than their PR company or their marketing team. 
 
Tracy: Yes. 
Danielle: Or something like that so I personally love connecting with the 

designers and sometimes these people have become close friends 
of mine where we’re texting back and forth on the phone. 

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: Or that sort of thing. I enjoy connecting with the designers so if 

you want to get noticed I feel like you know shoot me an 
Instagram message or tag me in a photo that you think I would 
really like and [18:00] I think for the most part if you can clear my 
checklist of guidelines on what I feature for example I don’t feature 
any silver, I don’t feature any gold plated or gold filled items. Only 
gold, platinum, diamonds, and genuine gemstones. If you can kind 
of clear that checklist then you may have a chance to be featured.  

 
So I think once you clear that checklist you should totally email me, send me a 

message on Instagram, anything like that and I do check all of that. 
I can’t respond to every single email that I get because I would 
never have time to live. 

 

Tracy: To do anything else. 

 

Danielle: Or blog so. I mean I see it. There have been many instances where 
a designer has been trying to catch my attention and I just haven’t 
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had the chance to respond and it might take me six months but 
when I finally do I’m serious about it. 

 
Tracy: Alright so you must get like thousands of people tagging you or 

emailing you every day. How do you handle that volume? 
 
Danielle: Yes I do. It’s crazy sometimes but you know if I open up your email 

and I like what I see I will respond or if you’re sending me emails I 
might not get back to you until maybe six months later but when 
the timing is right it’s right and I’m ready to post and all that good 
stuff. So I would say just email me if you’re interested and we can 
go from there. 

 
Tracy: Awesome. So you have an Instagram following that’s ridiculous. 

You’re probably over seventy something thousand followers by 
now or maybe even more than that. I’m not sure but how do you 
do it? I mean how have you grown? I mean I feel like when I first 
started following you, you had like five thousand followers and 
that was really not long ago. 

 
Danielle: Yeah and so here’s the secret. You have to go and get a cute 

Chihuahua and take some pictures. No. I honestly I have no idea 
how it’s done. I don’t know a secret. I don’t know so when new 
people kind of ask me that they’re like what’s the secret what do 
you do? I seriously don’t even know myself. I kind of; Instagram is 
a weird thing and it’s still sort of new in the world a little bit. 

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: So I’m still figuring it out myself. I think for me I signed up pretty 

early on. 
 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: In the life of Instagram and I consistently post. I post things that I 

feel like would interest me. I try to make my images as beautiful as 
possible. I also try to give my page [21:00] some personality; 
some insight into my personal life but not too much personal. 

 
Tracy: Yeah. 
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Danielle: Just sort of small glimpses like my dogs for example Chiefy and 
Frankie. 

 
Tracy: Chiefy and Frankie. 
 
Danielle: Always like to post them. Currently right now I’m planning my 

wedding so I’ll do like small glimpses into that and what’s that like 
but yeah I think it’s an interesting thing. I’m not really sure how I’ve 
built; amassed this crazy following but it’s really fun and it’s been 
positive so far. I’ve only had a few random negative comments. 

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: But I’ll take it it’s fun. 
 
Tracy: Yeah right. I guess that there’s always someone who’s going to be 

negative so you just have to kind of get over that at some point. 
 
Danielle: Yeah. My mom will call me and be like did you see what that 

person wrote and. 
 
Tracy: Oh my gosh. 
 
Danielle: Are you going to delete it? And I’m like no it’s fine. Not everyone is 

going to agree with what I’m posting or like what I post so. 
 
Tracy: Yeah I don’t typically, I don’t typically ever get anything negative 

on my jewelry feed but people have opinions about things and for 
our education company Flourish & Thrive Academy.  

 
Danielle: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Tracy: People have opinions. So they voice their opinions sometimes 

about things and you’re just kind of like oh and then I think 
sometimes the natural reaction is to delete it but I think keeping 
the negative comments and having a graceful response can often 
times prove that you’re; show the public who you really are and I 
think it only helps your brand. In my opinion I don’t know. 

 
Danielle: I agree.  
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Tracy: Yeah. So do you have any parting words for the designers out 
there who are trying to get noticed by influential bloggers like 
you? 

 
Danielle: Just basically be original. Be ready and willing to collaborate with 

other bloggers. I think they’re; not just myself but there are so 
many other jewelry bloggers out there that are ready and willing 
to collaborate with designers and other jewelry stores and 
anything like that and I always like to be creative and have fun 
with collaborating and I think you could create some awesome 
content by collaborating with other bloggers out there. 

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: And every blogger kind of has their own strength. I feel like mine 

obviously is the Instagram and that sort of following and there 
might be other bloggers out there that have a lot of followers on 
Pinterest for example. 

 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle: And you know maybe do something with them on that social 

media platform and then. 
 
Tracy: Right. 
 
Danielle: Find someone that’s just killing it on Twitter and go for that. 

Everyone has a different angle and I think if a designer [24:00] 
goes about it that way it would be awesome. 

 
Tracy: Amazing. So do you think there’s going to be a Gem Gossip line of 

jewelry at any time soon? 
 
Danielle: There actually is. I launched I think it was back in 2012. It’s actually 

five rings.  
 
Tracy: I should know this. 
 
Danielle: For five fingers you know five rings that’s kind of. 
 
Tracy: Right. 
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Danielle: My thinking behind it but we were sold in Roseark for a little bit 
and I don’t know I kind of just did it to kind of understand what all 
goes into being a jewelry designer and I feel like it has totally 
helped me with my writing and connecting with other jewelry 
designers and so I’m always; I never liked pushing it, I’m never 
promoting it, I’m just I have it and if someone likes those designs 
I’ll make them one but that is basically it. I like focusing in on one 
area which right now for me is blogging and that sort of thing. 

 
Tracy: That’s good. 
 
Danielle: And that’s what I’m going to do. 
 
Tracy: Yeah I think that’s a great statement I think because I think that 

sometimes it’s really easy to get spread in so many directions and 
then you don’t do anything really well and you’re really good at 
blogging. One of the best out there. Awesome. 

 
Danielle: Thank you. 
 
Tracy: So where can we find you? 
 
Danielle: You can find me at www.gemgossip.com. That’s the easiest. 
 
Tracy: Mm-hmm (affirmative). 
 
Danielle And from there all of my social media is on there the links on the 

upper right corner area of my blog. Yeah at Gem Gossip pretty 
much for every social media. 

 
Tracy: Amazing, cool. So thank you so much for being here with me 

today Danielle. I know that this has been such a fun interview for 
me and I hope you had a great time too. 

 
Danielle: Yeah I definitely did. Thank you so much. 
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