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LABOR RATES CHEAT SHEET 

In order to determine the appropriate labor to incorporate into your work, you 
need to have an understanding of market labor rates.  

This is especially true if you are making all of the pieces yourself.  

Remember, you should think of yourself as the principle of your company that 
earns a salary, not an “hourly wage” worker. Thinking this way will change the 
way you price your jewelry and allow you to stay competitive.  

We don’t cover “piece-work” in depth, but as you progress in your business, 
you might consider negotiating a price-per-piece if and when you decide to 
hire out work.  

The below labor rates are all estimated prices and may vary by market. Cities 
with a “jewelry industry” often have more competitive pricing such as New 
York or Los Angeles.  

You get what you pay for so do your due diligence in investigating market 
labor in your area if you decide to outsource. 

The key point is, depending on the type of jewelry and the complication of the 
piece, you should be determining labor based on the actual market rates.  

Wire-wrapping and assembly: $10-20 an hour depending on the market 
(You can likely train someone for about 12-$15 an hour). 

Hand-Knotting: $10-20 an hour depending on the market (You can likely 
train someone for about $12-15 an hour)  

Model Making by Hand: $20-75/hour depending on the skill of the model 
maker and the type of work. Simple work would remain on the low end of 
the spectrum while elaborate work or complicated models on the higher 
end. 

Elaborate or Fine Benchwork: $30-75/hour which would include 
complicated model assembly. 
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Simple Benchwork: These are basic bench work rates based on 
production.  

• Cleaning castings: $2-4/casting  
• Soldering and Assembly: $18-40/ hour or $2-4/solder  
• Polishing: $15-25/hour or $3-$10/piece  

Stone Setting:  
• Pave or Burnished Settings: $2-5/stone  
• Prong setting: $2-5/stone  
• Bezel settings: $3-20/stone  
• Large stone prong settings: $15-30/stone  
• Large stone bezel setting: $15-30/stone  

Prices may vary depending on the type of stone and the complication of 
the actual piece. 

CAD models: $25-60/ hour domestic. $10-25/hour overseas (Upwork.com 
etc.). 

Wax Printing: $25 and up.  

Casting Labor: This will vary by casting company but typically starts 
around $2 a piece.  

 
If there’s ever a doubt, use this labor rates cheat sheet to compare your costs 
with the industry standards.  

Do your research. Investigate the market labor rates in your area to get a 
clearer picture of what you can actually pay on the market for the similar tasks 
you are doing. Thinking strategically like this is the key to stepping into the 
role of Chief Visionary Mindset for YOUR jewelry business.  

Hiring contractors and specialist jewelry makers can truly expedite your 
jewelry making process and free your time up to focus on RGAs (or Revenue 
Generating Activities). We hope this resource empowers you to outsource 
your labor. When in doubt, arm yourself with the information above!  
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