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PLACE 

STAMP 

HERE 

Our mission is to create and  
sustain comfortable, caring  

environments for those  
who depend on us. 

1547 N. Hunters Way 

Bozeman, MT 59718 

Administrative Staff: 

Penelope Stiff Watkins 

Executive Director 

Hilary Biggerstaff 

Community Relations Director 

Donna Sharron 
Resident Care Coordinator 

Elicia Ruiz 

Business Office Manager 

Shauna Herbal  
Registered Nurse 

Lou Ruiz 

Dietary Director 

Danny Hagfeldt  

Maintenance Director 

Leah Weaver  
Activities Director 

 

Contact Us At: 

406-522-5452 
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On August 19, 1988 President Ronald Reagan 

declared, in Proclamation 5847, August 21 

would from then 

on out serve as 

National Senior 

Citizens Day.  

The purpose of 

National Senior 

Citizens Day was 

to not only high-

light and cele-

brate the 

achievements of 

older citizens 

each year, but to bring about awareness and 

assistance to the needs of senior citizens.  

“We can best demonstrate our gratitude and 

esteem by making sure that our communities 

are good places in which to mature and grow 

older—places in which older people can partic-

ipate to the fullest 

and can find the 

encouragement, 

acceptance, assis-

tance, and services 

they need to con-

tinue to lead lives 

of independence 

and dignity,” said 

President Reagan.  

This year, join Bo-

zeman Lodge in 

celebrating our residents and friends on Thurs-

day, August 25th for a BBQ, live music and or-

ange cream floats! Dining room and patio 

seating available.    

August 21 is National Senior Citizens’ Day! 

“Throughout our history, older people have 

achieved much for our families, our  

communities, and our country… For all they 

have achieved throughout life and for all 

they continue to accomplish, we owe older 

citizens our thanks and heartfelt salute.”  
Ronald Reagan,  

President of the United States 
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History of State Fairs 

 Memories of August nights 
filled with the twinkling lights of 
carnival rides and the sights and 
sounds of the State Fair beg for 
a deeper look into this uniquely 
American tradition. Deep-fried 
Twinkies, tractor pulls, Ferris 
wheels, livestock shows, giant 
sunflowers, jazz bands and gold-
fish in bowls – where can you 
find all of these things within 
five minutes’ walk of each oth-
er?  Your state fair of course! 
 The road to the modern-day 
state fair is a decidedly dusty 
one, straight from the rural 
roots of America.  While some 
credit New England farmer 
Elkanah Watson’s  1807 exhibi-
tion of sheep shearing in Pitts-
field MA as the birth of the State 
Fair, it is widely known that in 
the early 19th century the local 
county agricultural gathering 
was a social event and yearly 

high-point.  Farm-chore calen-
dars revolved around the few 
days in the year when the locals 
would gather to compare live-
stock and farm produce.  Sales-
men from the cities would travel 
the country, putting on exhibits 
of the newest farm equipment 
and other ‘modern’ innovations 
at these gatherings.   
 By the end of the Civil War, 
small county exhibitions soon 
grew to larger, state-wide 
affairs, where many Americans 
had their first experiences with 
electric lights, washing ma-
chines, airplanes, and horse rac-
ing.  The State Fair soon became 
a fast-growing staple of the 
American experience. 
 It wasn’t long before the 
state fair took on a life of its 
own.  The simple horse race 
gave way to equestrian events 
of all kinds, and also opened the 

door to wagon and auto racing.  
Produce displays became hotly 
contested competitions in jam 
and jelly making, canning, bak-
ing of all kinds and pie eating!  
Displays of quality livestock have 
turned into blue ribbon judging 
of carefully raised and groomed 
animals – from chickens to lla-
mas - and everything in be-
tween, creating fond memories 
for many a fair-goer. 
 

 

Picnic at the Park!                               Old MT Prison Tour!         4th of July Celebration!                                           Creative Fun!                         Employee of the Month! Becky, Caregiver 
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August Highlights — You’re Invited! 

8/1 Tizer Botanical Garden & Picnic  

8/5 Resident Council Meeting  

8/6 Sweet Pea Parade  

9/9 Health Talk: Myths of Ageing  

8/10 Lunch on the Lawn: Picnic & Live 

Music at the Emerson Cultural Center  

8/12 Lunch at the Vault in Wilsall  

8/15 West Yellowstone, Singing in the 

Rain Theatre Show & Dinner  

8/19 Bob’s Piano Tunes & August Birth-

day Party (all residents are welcome) 

8/22 Dinner at Pizza Campania 

8/26 Picnic at Bozeman Ponds  

8/27 Visit Crail Ranch & Lunch in Big 

Sky 

8/29 Yellowstone Lake Boat Tour & 

Lunch  

        Picnic at the Park!                               Old MT Prison Tour!         4th of July Celebration!                   

August 7 is National  
Friendship Day 

Be sure to tell a friend how 
much they mean to you today! 

 

August Birthdays 

 
John Armstrong, 6th  

Jack Kelly, 10th  
Shirley Powell, 10th  
JoAnn Benson, 12th  
Duane Adsem, 21st  
Henry Bookout, 21st  

Kathryn Dusenberry, 23rd  
Bernice Coffman, 27th  

Alice Adsem, 28th  
John Willits, 30th  
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Resident Highlight:: Shirley Powell  

As a native Montanan growing up in Eastern Montana where her great grand-

parents homesteaded, Shirley has a deep appreciation of the hardships of 

the early day farm life on the prairie.  Except for a few years living in Minne-

sota and Nebraska, she has lived in Montana all of her life and, as a child rel-

ished the many happy summers spent on her grand folks’ dryland wheat 

farm.  She remembers carrying pails of water from the well to the house for 

her grandmother for cleaning, cooking and bathing.   She attended school in 

Anaconda MT where her father worked for the Anaconda Copper Mining & 

Smelter Co., with the major portion of her schooling in Glendive where she 

graduated from Dawson Co. High School in the top 10 of her class and went 

on to attend Montana State College (now University) in Bozeman majoring in 

Home Economics with a Secretarial minor.   She then moved to Billings where she worked as a secretary 

for Mobil Producing Co.—an oil exploration company, and a job she really enjoyed.  Then came marriage 

and a 2-year stint working to help put hubby through college in Bozeman,   and after graduation, a move 

to Minnesota where a son was born.   A chance to return to Eastern Montana presented itself, and a hap-

py one at that.   Her son, daughter-in-law and family (grandaughter-25 and grandson-20) presently live in 

Bozeman. 

A wonderful opportunity presented itself when she was one of 30 Montanans chosen to participate in a 

leadership group sponsored and funded by a grant from the Kellogg Foundation under the direction of the 

Montana Extension Service.   It required several trips to MSU in Bozeman over a 2-yr period for classes 

in community relations and leadership skills and then travel in Montana and the U.S., including Washing-

ton DC.   A move back to Bozeman in  1984 proved to be a wonderful  relocation,  where Shirley  enjoyed 

every aspect of the outdoors in the mountains, hiking, fishing, camping, rafting the rivers,  horseback rid-

ing and X-country skiing.  Her  particular interest was in Montana history and she pursued this by joining 

the MT Ghost Town Preservation Society, the MT Preservation Alliance, the Gallatin Co. Pioneer Muse-

um,  the Lewis & Clark Headwaters Chapter,   and exploring  the ‘backroads’ of Montana with her friends.  

She has served on several  local Committees in the past—RSVP Advisory Council,  the Bozeman Senior 

Citizens Advisory Board , a  MT AARP Volunteer Committee member,   a delegate from Bozeman  serv-

ing in the MT Legacy Legislature and through this venue, served on a State Committee to draw up a  leg-

islative bill concerning background checks for direct care workers. 

She also loved traveling and visited many countries including Japan, Ireland, England, Germany, Italy, 

France, Switzerland, Sweden, Norway, Finland, and New Zealand, along with cruises to Mexico, Alaska, 

and Panama Canal and up the Mississippi River.  The visits to Japan and Ireland were through a special 

program called “Friendship Force” started by then Governor of Georgia, Jimmy Carter.   He wanted peo-

ple of the U.S. to meet people of other countries on a one-to-one basis and therefore the program re-

quired a week of stay with a foreign family and then one week of travel  in that country.    She also man-

aged to squeeze in 13 various trips with Elderhostel (now Road Scholars), a program for advanced learn-

ing involving senior citizens; the most memorable, being a trip to Quebec, Canada along the St. Law-

rence Seaway viewing beluga whales.   She is still on a quest for further knowledge, having taken some 

night classes with MSU Continuing Education and the Wonderlust program, started by some advanced 

thinking Bozeman residents.   During her working career Shirley was an Administrative Aide at Montana 

State University and retired from the State of Montana with the Motor Vehicle Division in 1998.   She 

moved to the Bozeman Lodge cottage in May of 2014.      
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