
   

 
 

MBK Resident Donates $10,000 to MBKommunity for Kids Program 
 
Virginia Taylor, a resident at MBK Senior Living’s Creekside community in Woodinville, Wash., knows 
firsthand what it means to be a foster kid. So, when she learned of the company’s MBKommunity for 
Kids program for foster kids, Virginia was so moved, she donated $10,000.  
 
The MBKommunity for Kids program included a series of fundraiser events at the company’s 22 senior 
living communities during June and July to support Together We Rise, a non-profit organization focused 
on supporting foster children. Monies raised purchased supplies for Together We Rise’s “Sweet Cases” - 
duffle bags filled with supplies for children coming into foster care, who usually have to transport their 
belongings in a plastic trash bag. The MBKommunity program raised more than $32,000 to purchase 
over 700 Sweet Cases for local foster agencies and support other Together We Rise Initiatives. 
 
The MBKommunity for Kids program is one of many ways residents and staff are able to give back to the 
larger community. It’s all part of MBK Senior Living’s commitment to “Yoi Shigoto”—a Japanese phrase 
that means “the good work.” 
 
“At MBK Senior Living, we embrace Yoi Shigoto as part of the core values that guide our behavior,” said 
Jeff Fischer, president of MBK Senior Living. “We believe it’s our responsibility to do good work to 
positively impact the local community, and our partnership with Together We Rise has been an excellent 
opportunity for our residents and associates to make a difference in the lives of foster children.” 
 
Virgina couldn’t agree more. “I wanted to pay back all the things that were done for me,” said Virginia. 
“Every time I’ve given, the Lord has given to me.” 
 
Born in St. Louis, Mo., Virginia’s parents divorced when she was just four years old. Her mother had a 
chronic health issue and often was hospitalized. Eventually, Virginia and her brother were entrusted to 
the care of her uncle.  
 
According to Virginia, her uncle was inexperienced in childcare and not a suitable guardian. After a 
troubling incident, the state stepped in to ensure she and her brother would receive proper care. At 
eight years old, she was left with no mother and no brother and put into foster care. 
 
“Some are good, some not so good,” she says of the foster home system.  
 
From age 8 to 11, Virginia was placed in three different foster homes. Fortunately, the third time was a 
charm. Virginia stayed with this family for the rest of her life. She warmly refers to them as her aunt and 
uncle and reflected on the extraordinary care they provided and their lifelong generosity.  
 
Happily, Virginia was able to reconnect with her brother. “Oh, he was such a wonderful brother,” she 
says. “After his heart attack, he came to live with my husband and me before he passed away at age 74.”  
 
“I am so thankful for what the State did in taking me away from my uncle,” said Virginia. “I would have 
been nothing had he continued to care for me.” 
 



   
 
About MBK Senior Living: 

MBK Senior Living owns or manages 22 independent living, assisted living and memory care 
communities throughout the western United States. MBK Senior Living, LLC, headquartered in 
Irvine, CA, is actively involved in the acquisition, development and third-party management of 
high quality senior living communities throughout the western United States. MBK's overriding 
mission is to exceed the quality, service and care expectations of the seniors they serve. For 
more information about MBK Senior Living, visit www.mbkseniorliving.com. 

About Together We Rise: 
Together We Rise is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization comprised of motivated young adults and former 
foster youth. Our vision is to improve the lives of foster children in America, who often find themselves 
forgotten and neglected by the public. We collaborate with community partners to bring resources to 
foster youth and use service-learning activities to educate volunteers on issues surrounding the foster 
care system.  
 
TWR works with hundreds of foster agencies, social workers, CASA advocates, and other partners to 
bring our programs to foster youth across the nation. Our foundation has allowed us to provide 
thousands of foster youth across the country with new bicycles, college supplies, and suitcases so that 
children do not have to travel from home to home with their belongings in a trash bag. For more 
information about TWR, visit www.togetherwerise.org. 
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