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Important Phone Number
Main Office (616) 455-7087
Fax (616) 455-1477

Facebook
Please take a moment and “Like” us on

Facebook. You will now find us by searching
for American House of Kentwood. This is a
great way to keep up-to-date on the
happenings with our residents.

Outings
Family members are always welcome to join

us on outings! On Thursday, November 17, we
will be traveling to Hart, Michigan to go out to
lunch and see a Christmas concert. If you are
interested in joining us for this fun-filled day (or
any other outing), please contact Jennifer
Postema, LED.

Favorite Fall Flower
A Chinese philosopher advised, “If you would be

happy for a lifetime, grow chrysanthemums.” The
flower of November has brought delight since it
was first introduced to America in Colonial times,
becoming the nation’s favorite fall flower and among
the most widely grown potted plants. Popular for
their wide variety of colors and blooms, mums are
a familiar seasonal decoration and often used as
homecoming corsages.

Watch Your Step
The autumn foliage is a colorful sight, but it can

also create a fall hazard when combined with the
season’s rainy, cold weather. Be mindful that
walkways can become slick surfaces when they
fill up with wet leaves.

Start Bragging
“Eventually, you reach a point when you stop lying

about your age and start bragging about it.”
—Will Rogers
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Playing to Your

Strength Part 6
I want to give you

an example of a guy
who activated or
used his spiritual gifts
in a taxi cab. “Twenty
years ago I drove a
taxi cab for a living.
What I didn’t realize,
though, was that
driving a taxi cab was
turning out to be a
ministry. Because I
drove the night shift,
my cab became a
moving confessional.
Passengers climbed
in, sat behind me and
in total anonymity &
told me about their
lives.

I was responding
to a call in a quiet
part of town at 2:00
AM in the morning.
The building was
dark except for one
single light in a
ground floor window.
As I knocked I heard,
‘Just a minute’ from a
frail elderly voice. The
door opened and a
small woman in her
eighties stood before
me. She was wearing
a print dress and had
a pillbox hat with a
veil pinned on it like
somebody out of a
1940s movie.

As I slowly helped her into the car,
she kept thanking me for my kindness.
‘It’s nothing,’ I said ‘I just try to treat my
passengers the way I’d want my mother
treated.’ She gave me the address and
then said, ‘Could you drive through
downtown?’ I looked back and said,
‘You know, it’s not the shortest way.’
‘Oh, I don’t mind. I’m in no hurry. I’m on
my way to a hospice.’ I looked in the
rearview mirror and her eyes were
glistening. She said, ‘I don’t have any
family left. The doctor says I don’t have
very long, and I’d love to drive through
downtown.’ I quietly reached over and
shut off the meter, looked back at her
and said, ‘What route would you like to
take?’ For the next three hours we had
an incredible drive through the city.

We drove through the neighborhood
where she and her husband had lived
as newlyweds. Sometimes she’d ask
me to go slow past a particular building
or stop in front of a corner or just sit
and stare into the darkness saying
nothing. With the first hint of sun
creasing the horizon, she suddenly said,
‘I’m tired. Let’s go now.’

We drove in silence to the address
she had given me. As I grabbed her
suitcase, the woman looked up and
said, ‘How much do I owe you?’ and I
said, ‘Nothing.’ She said, ‘Well, you
have to make a living.’ And I said, ‘Well,
that’s why God made other
passengers.’ And then, almost without
thinking, I reached down and gave her a
hug and she grabbed onto me and held
onto me tightly.

She said, ‘You gave an old woman in
her last days, a little moment of joy.
Thanks for the night. Thank you.’ I
squeezed her hand and walked out in
the dim morning light.

When the door shut behind
me, it was the sound of the
closing of a life.

I didn’t pick up any more
passengers on that shift. For the
rest of that day I could hardly
talk. What if that woman had
gotten into a cab with an angry
driver? What if the woman had
gotten into the cab with one who
was impatient to end his shift?

What if I’d refused to take the
run? I don’t think I could have
done anything more important in
my life that night. We’re
conditioned to think our lives
revolve around great moments
but great moments also catch us
unaware, beautifully wrapped by
God in what others might
consider a small moment.”

And then he has a great line,
he says, “People may not
remember what you did.
People may not remember
what you say, but they will
always remember how you
made them feel.”

Edited by Steven Faulk and
adapted from Ray Johnson, HQ:
The Hope Quotient, Measure it.
Raise it. You’ll Never Be The
Same, 2014.

Spiritual
Corner

Free Entertainment
Many community colleges and

universities offer free events such
as recitals, plays and comedy
nights.
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Global Thanksgiving
Traditions

With its historical nod to the
1621 feast between the Pilgrim
settlers and American Indians, as
well as a focus on food, football
and shopping, it may seem that
Thanksgiving is a holiday unique to
the United States. But several other
countries around the world partake
in similar festivities.

Korea. This Asian nation
celebrates Chuseok on the 15th day
of the eighth month of the lunar
calendar, sometime in September
or October. Koreans use this time
to honor and give thanks to their
ancestors. The main dish is
songpyeon, half-moon-shaped rice
cakes with various fillings.

Germany. Areas of Austria and
Switzerland join Germany in
celebrating Erntedankfest, usually in
early October. The centerpiece of
the holiday is the Erntekrone, or
“harvest crown,” made of grains,

flowers and fruit. Parades, music,
dancing and church services round
out the festivities.

Ghana. The Homowo festival takes
place each August in the Accra
region of this African country. The
joyous occasion commemorates the
Ga people’s historical victory over
famine, when they “hooted at
hunger” (the translation of the
word homowo).

Canada. The first Canadian
Thanksgiving, or l’Action de grace
in French-speaking regions, was
observed in 1578. It is celebrated on
the second Monday in October and
features a meal familiar to Americans:
turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes
and pie.

Wit & Wisdom

“I am grateful for
what I am and have.

My thanksgiving
is perpetual.”
—Henry David

Thoreau

“If you are really
thankful, what do

you do? You share.”
—W. Clement Stone

“Best of all is it to
preserve everything
in a pure, still heart,
and let there be for

every pulse a
thanksgiving, and for
every breath a song.”
—Konrad von Gesner

“If a fellow isn’t
thankful for what he’s
got, he isn’t likely to
be thankful for what
he’s going to get.”
—Frank A. Clark

“The thankful
receiver bears a

plentiful harvest.”
—William Blake

“Be thankful for what
you have; you’ll end

up having more.
If you concentrate on
what you don’t have,
you will never, ever

have enough.”
—Oprah Winfrey
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Outing
Entertainment
Money Required

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Key:

C = Cobblestone
R = Riverstone

1
9:00 Resident-Led Games - C
9:30 Balloon Volleyball - R

10:30 Balloon Volleyball - C
1:30 Fall Craft-R
3:00 Bingo - C

Beauty/Barber Day 2
9:30 Manicures - R
9:45 Bible Study - C
1:30 Manicures - C
3:00 Sing-Along - C
6:00 Activities with Kentwood

Honors Society

3
9:00 Shopping Trip to Meijer
1:30 Bingo on the Bus!

Happy Birthday Pat! 4
9:30 Exercise - R

10:15 Bingo - C
1:30 Bingo - R
3:00 Exercise - C
3:00 Bible Study - R

5
1:30 Resident-Led Games
2:30 Movie and Popcorn

6
3:30 Grace Home Ministries - R

EVERYONE INVITED

Happy Birthday Betty M! 7
10:00 Bingo at Kentwood Parks

and Recreation Center -
$0.25 per card EVERYONE
IS INVITED

2:00 Men’s Group-C
3:30 Dog Visits - ALL BUILDINGS
3:30 Baking with Mrs. Faulk’s Class

Election Day Happy Birthday
Bernie and Clara!

8

9:00 Resident-Led Games - C
9:30 Balloon Volleyball - R

10:30 Papa Hoot to Perform - R
EVERYONE INVITED

1:30 Election Day Social - R
3:00 Bingo - C

9
9:30 Manicures - R
9:45 Bible Study - C
1:30 Manicures - C
3:00 Sing-Along - R
6:00 Activities with Kentwood

Honors Society

10
9:30 Mystery Ride
1:30 Bowling at Spectrum

Lanes

Veterans Day 11
9:30 Exercise - R

10:15 Bingo - C
1:30 Bingo - R
3:00 Veterans Day Social with

Eddie Francisco-R

12
1:30 Resident-Led Games
2:30 Movie and Popcorn

13
2:30 Madison Ave. Missionary

Baptist Church Service - R
EVERYONE INVITED

2:30 Dutton URC Church Service -
C EVERYONE INVITED

14
9:30 Reminiscing with photos-R

10:30 Reminiscing with photos-C
2:00 Steve’s Travel Log- C

EVERYONE INVITED
3:30 Dog Visits - ALL BUILDINGS

Happy Birthday Ruby Jean! 15
9:00 Resident-Led Games - C
9:30 Balloon Volleyball - R

10:30 Balloon Volleyball - C
1:30 Wheel of Fortune - R
3:00 Bingo - C

16
9:30 Manicures - R
9:45 Bible Study - C
1:30 Manicures - C
3:00 Sing-Along - C
6:00 Activities with Kentwood

Honors Society

17
10:00 Lunch at Deb’s Lakeside

Cafe and Christmas
Concert with Dale and Gail
Zeiger in Hart

Happy Birthday Gordon! 18
9:30 Exercise - R

10:15 Bingo - C
1:30 Bingo - R
2:15 Bingo Bash with Jenison -

C EVERYONE INVITED
3:00 Bible Study - R

19
1:30 Resident-Led Games
2:30 Movie and Popcorn

20
3:00 Church Service with Rev.

Beverly - R EVERYONE
INVITED

Happy Birthday Jack! 21
10:00 Making Homemade Apple Pie -

C EVERYONE INVITED
1:30 Resident Council - C
3:00 Resident Council - R
3:30 Dog Visits - ALL BUILDINGS

Happy Birthday Antionette! 22
9:00 Resident-Led Games - C
9:30 Balloon Volleyball - R

10:30 Balloon Volleyball - C
1:30 A Team of Their Own-R
3:00 Bingo - C

Happy Birthday Marcia! 23
9:30 Manicures - R
9:45 Bible Study - C
1:30 Manicures - C
3:00 Sing-Along - R
6:00 Activities with Kentwood

Honors Society

Happy Thanksgiving! 24
10:30 Thanksgiving Craft

1:30 Holiday Movie and Popcorn

Happy Birthday Barb! 25
9:30 Exercise - R

10:15 Bingo - C
1:30 Bingo - R
3:00 Bible Study - R
3:00 Exercise - C

26
1:30 Resident-Led Games
2:30 Movie and Popcorn

27
3:30 Grace Home Ministries - C

EVERYONE INVITED

28
10:00 Making Our Own Jam- R

EVERYONE INVITED
2:00 Monthly Birthday Party - C
3:00 Monthly Birthday Party - R
3:30 Dog Visits - ALL BUILDINGS

29
9:00 Resident-Led Games - C
9:30 Balloon Volleyball - R

10:30 Balloon Volleyball - C
1:30 Jeopardy - R
3:00 Bingo - C

Happy Birthday Jessie! 30
9:30 Manicures - R
9:45 Bible Study - C
1:30 Manicures - C
3:00 Sing-Along - C
6:00 Activities with Kentwood

Honors Society



6

Talk About It

Resident

The Resident &
Family Council meets
each month to discuss
items of interest
happening on
campus. November
meetings will be held
on Mon., Nov. 21, at
1:30 pm, at
Cobblestone and
3:30 pm at
Riverstone. Please
note: meetings are
scheduled on the
same day to
accommodate all
three Manors. You’re
welcome to attend
whichever meeting fits
your schedule,
whether or not your
relative is in that
Manor. Comments
welcome &
encouraged

Happy

Birthday
Pat - 11/4
Betty M. - 11/7
Clara - 11/8
Bernice - 11/8
Ruby Jean - 11/15
Jack - 11/21
Toni - 11/22
Marcia - 11/23
Barb - 11/25
Jessie - 11/30

Corner
Director’s

On November 1st, representatives
from American House Kentwood,
Grand Rapids, Jenison and Spring
Lake will be attending an event for
Senior Neighbors. Since its founding
in 1972, Senior Neighbors has served
seniors in Kent County aged 60 and
over. They help approximately 4,000
seniors annually to remain healthy
and independent into their later
years. The mission of Senior
Neighbors is Enhancing the Lives
of Seniors.

One of the more popular programs
is the Retired Senior Volunteer
Program (RSVP). In addition, they
provide case management, home
repair services, Medicare and
Medicaid counseling, and operate
senior centers in Grandville, Walker,

Lowell, Sparta and Grand Rapids.
Twilight Shines is an annual event
that provides a significant portion of
the funding needed to support the
programs of Senior Neighbors. This
year, Pat White, with the Varnum
law firm, will be recognized. Pat has
been a long-time supporter of
Senior Neighbors serving as Board
Chair and many years as a board
member. American House and the
American House Foundation are
pleased to support the services
provided to seniors in our
community.
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Life
Enrichment

The Cobblestone ladies arranging fresh flowers

Monthly Birthday Party at Riverstone

Games with Kentwood Honors Society

Lunch at Cranes Pie Pantry

Tom DeVries performing at Riverstone

Jessie and Bette found their perfect apples!

Talking Turkey

For more than
30 years, the experts
at the Butterball
Turkey Talk-Line
have been at the
ready, answering
home cooks’ holiday
turkey-related
questions. Here’s a
taste of some of the
hotline’s most
memorable inquiries:

A Talk-Line expert
asked a caller what
state her turkey was
in, meaning how
thawed it was.
The caller replied,
“Florida.”

After finding a
turkey from 1969 in
his father’s freezer,
a man phoned in
requesting tips on
how to cook the
30-year-old bird.

A woman called
disappointed,
wondering why her
turkey had no breast
meat. The Butterball
staffer figured out the
caller’s turkey was
placed upside down
on the platter.

A man cut his
turkey in half with a
chainsaw, then
wanted to know if the
chain’s grease would
affect the turkey.
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Flight Highlights
From the Wright brothers’ first flight in 1903 to the thousands of planes 

that crisscross the globe today, air travel has soared to new heights. Cruise 
through these milestones of the past century.

Year Air Travel Milestone                                               

1914 The first passenger airline offers service from
 St. Petersburg to Tampa, Fla.

1930 Nurse Ellen Church is hired as the first female
 flight attendant.

1952 The de Havilland Comet, the first commercial
 jetliner, is introduced.

1961 TWA debuts regular in-flight movie service.

1970 The Boeing 747 makes its first commercial flight.

1976 Concorde jets take off with supersonic 
 passenger service. 

1981 A frequent flier program is offered by American Airlines.

1995 Alaska Airlines is the first carrier to sell tickets over 
 the internet.

2003 Internet service begins on flights.

2007 The Airbus A380 becomes the world’s largest passenger jet.

1800: Congress holds its first 

session in the partially completed 

U.S. Capitol building.

1872: Suffragist Susan B. Anthony 

is fined for voting in the presidential 

election.

1919: President Woodrow Wilson 

declares the first Armistice Day. 

It would later become a federal 

holiday and its name changed to 

Veterans Day.

1927: Linking New York City and 

New Jersey under the Hudson River, 

the Holland Tunnel opens to 

the public.

1939: The cornerstone is laid 

for the Jefferson Memorial in 

Washington, D.C.

1947: Business tycoon and aviator 

Howard Hughes flies his massive 

wooden airplane, the Spruce Goose, 

over California’s Long Beach Harbor. 

It would be the aircraft’s only flight.

1955: Muppets creator Jim Henson 

registers the copyright for Kermit 

the Frog.

1969: Apollo 12 completes NASA’s 

second manned mission to the moon.

1982: Michael Jackson’s album 

“Thriller” is released. It stands as the 

best-selling album of all time.

1995: The national maximum speed 

limit of 55 mph is repealed, allowing 

individual states to set their own 

speed limits.

2004: Condoleezza Rice is 

nominated to be secretary of state by 

President George W. Bush. She was 

the first African-American woman to 

serve in the Cabinet position.

2007: Amazon introduces the Kindle, 

a portable electronic device for 

downloading and reading digital 

books. It sold out in five hours.
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