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LEISURE MANOR PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
 

 Privately owned low income housing is rental housing where the federal and/or state government provides 
subsidies directly to the property developer/owner. The property owner applies those subsidies to the rents 
he/she charges income eligible families, older adults, and people with disabilities who need housing at a 
below-market rate rent. Most of the HUD funded rental housing is referred to as Section 8 Project Based 
housing.  

 

 Leisure Manor Apartments is subsidized by the Project Based Section 8 Program provided by the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development.  

 

 The Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 created the project-based Section 8 rental assistance 
program. The Section 8 Program was authorized by Congress in 1974 and developed by HUD to provide 
rental subsidies for eligible tenant families (including single persons) residing in newly constructed, 
rehabilitated and existing rental and cooperative apartment projects.  

 

 Under the program, HUD enters into contracts with property owners to provide rental assistance for a fixed 
period of time for low-income families. Project-based Section 8 assistance may be provided only for tenants 
with incomes no greater than 80 percent of the area median income (AMI) and tenants generally pay rent 
equal to 30 percent of adjusted household income.  

 

 Under the Project-Based Section 8 Program, the rental assistance is tied to the unit.  
 

 Day-to-day management is handled by the property owner and/or manager, which may be a for-profit or a 
non-profit developer.  

 

 Under the Section 8 Program, tenant selection is regarded as the responsibility of the owner of an assisted 
mortgaged property, subject to compliance by such owner with the applicable income eligibility criteria and 
certain occupancy requirements, including those pertaining to projects designated for elderly and non-
elderly disabled families. In addition, applicable HUD regulations restrict the availability of Section 8 
assistance to citizens of the United States and noncitizens of the United States who have achieved certain 
eligible immigration status. Project owners are prohibited from discriminating against applicants on the 
basis of family's status, as well as race, sex, creed, religion, age or disability.  

 

 Leisure Manor was developed under Section 231, Mortgage Insurance for Housing for the Elderly. Under this 
program, HUD-FHA insures mortgages to finance new or rehabilitated rental housing projects of eight or 
more dwelling units specifically designed for occupancy by the elderly (62 or older).  

 


