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Activity Corner by Barbara Higley 
 

Join us for a “fun” afternoon Sunday, February 
5th for a Super Bowl Party and lots of spirits! If 
you have not had the opportunity to be part of 
one of our Pools let me know and we will make it 
happen for you! Winners will be announced at 
the end of each quarter of the game and will be 
posted in the Cabaret Lounge. 
 
A beginners Bridge lesson under the direction of 
Lorraine Day will be offered to residents 
beginning Tuesday, February 7th at 1:00 p.m. in 
the Card Room. Residents interested are 
encouraged to attend. A sign-up sheet is now in 
place for you to sign up for the class. This will 
help Lorraine to organize the class in advance. 
For additional information feel free to contact 
Lorraine or myself.   
 
Happy Valentine’s Day! We are looking forward 
to sharing the occasion with you. Our chefs and 
dining staff promise to serve an elegant dinner. 
Background music for the experience will be part 
of the event and we encourage you to dress for 
the special occasion. The stage has been set for 
Tuesday, February 14th and it will be ONE open 
seating that will begin at 4:30 p.m. We will have 
a photo booth available for those of you that 
would like to have a picture taken for a lasting 
memory. Also, Christine will have the popular 
candy bar available for you to pick and choose 
your favorite candy. 
 
For those of you that play Bean Bag Baseball we 
will have our first competitive game of the year 
with Winding Commons on Tuesday, February 
28th at 10am in the Cabaret Lounge. A sign–up 
sheet is now in place for players. Let’s bring a 
“new” trophy to Campus this Year! 
 
 

 
 

Important Telephone Numbers 
 

Office Hours – Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:30pm 
Saturday & Sunday 9:00am-5:00pm 

Office 929-3966 Fax 929-3627 
Barbara/Activities Office 929-6003 

Van/Transportation 468-3091 
Dining Room 921-5998 

Comfort Keepers 560-9100 
 

Police Non-Emergency 264-5471 
Emergency & Fire 911 

Comcast Cable 1-800-266-2278 
AT&T 1-800-310-2355 
Para Transit 429-2744 
Yellow Cab 444-2222 

 

Beauty Salon – Jane Ma 223-9658 
Tuesday-Saturday 

Tanya Nguyen 489-9416 Call for appointment 
Beth Davison 247-8973 Call for appointment 

Clean Touch Dry Cleaning 366-6666 

 
 

Marketing Minutes by Deanna Brewer 
 

The Renaissance Society returns for two 
symposiums this month. The first one will be 
held on February 9th and the topic is “The 
Early Bronze Age” by Ed Sherman. The 
second one, “California Women Trailblazers” 
by Carolyn Martin will be held on February 
23rd.   
 
We’re also planning some of our larger events 
throughout the year like Casino Night, a 
Polynesian Luau and the return of Bingo 
Bonanza Extravaganza. I will let you know 
once we have the dates secure for these 
events. I wouldn’t want anyone to miss them.  
Last year for Casino Night 109 of our 135 
residents attended the party.  It was a great 
time! 
 
Please welcome our newest residents, Sam 
Adrien #107, Stephanie Pitner #342 and Joan 
McGee #245 and Diane & Keith Pitter #143. 
 
Happy Valentines to all of our wonderful 
residents! 
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Christine’s Comments 

 
Hello everyone and welcome to February! I like February 
for many reasons but mostly because it’s a short month 
which makes spring that much closer to us. I am not a 
winter person at all, even though I was born in it.  
 
California State has put out new forms for all landlords to 
give to their residents and have you sign new this year. 
These will be going out soon so please sign and return at 
your earliest convenience.  
 
We failed to get out 2017 Emergency Contact and File of 
Life documents. If you haven’t updated your information 
in the last six months, it’s best that you have current 
numbers and contacts in case of an emergency. We will 
be going through our binder and finding those that have 
old documents and ask that you update. We will place 
them in your in-house mailbox. 
 
If you haven’t heard yet, our amazing Activities Director, 
Barbara Higley has decided to stay on part time this 
month. She will be working Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday. We are currently looking for a part time activities 
director’s assistant to fill in when Barbara’s not here. We 
are thrilled Barbara is staying on with all of us. 
 
Most of you may know that Jeff Tapacio was relieved of 
his position here on December 30th. We have had several 
individuals filling in until a permanent General Manager is 
found. Floating General Manager Guido was here but has 
now been sent to Billings Montana. Poor guy, it’s cold up 
there! We now have Myles Medeiros helping out and Lisa 
Gibson will still be stopping in to check on things. From 
what I’m understanding from the suggestion box, it’s all 
good with a few areas to continue to work on. 
 
I’d like to introduce our new Food & Dining Committee 
Members: Billie Brock, Shirley Ellis, Christa Henkelmann, 
Nancy Millin, Judy Sutton and Virginia Sawyer.  
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Campus Staff 
 

Christine Pesola 
Community Administrator 

campus-mgr@raystoneinc.com 
 

Deanna Brewer 
Marketing Director 

campus-md@raystoneinc.com 
 

Barbara Higley 
Activities Director 

campus-ad@raystoneinc.com 
 

Hilary Pimentel  
Resident Relations 

campus-rr@raystoneinc.com 
 

Alena Rubanenko, Part Time 
Resident Relations/Receptionist 

campus-amd@raystoneinc.com 
 

Ken Skarg, Transportation 
 

Chris Cook, Head of Maintenance  
  

Charlene Wickizer, Marcy Solis & 
Rick Comer, Housekeeping 

 

Shawn Asberry, Karen Schaefer 
& Tom Combo, Evening Porters 
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Library News by Pat Edmonds 

 

I have recently been put in charge of the Campus 
Commons library. First, I want to thank Joanne 
McKee and Ginger Gunnersen, two of our 
previous librarians who worked very hard in the 
library over the years.   
 
I would like to give you some information that 
may help our new residents and remind those 
who have been here awhile about are very 
excellent library. So, everyone read on:  
 
First a WARNING:  do not hold onto the shelves 
for balance or an assist up as the shelves are not 
nailed to the wall and as the books are placed 
forward for easy access, the book shelves can 
fall forward on top of you if you hold on to them.   
 
Help to come later in this letter.  
 
Now to information: 
 
Our library has been created by books donated to 
Campus Commons. This answers such questions 
as why we have so many Patterson or Steele 
books and how come we don't have more large 
print or non-fiction books.   

 

We want and am grateful for all donations as this 
gives us a huge variety of authors to choose 
from. Tell your family and friends or donate one 
of the books you own that you have read. 

 

The books have been organized by topic (see the 
chart on the library wall for the categories) and 
shelved accordingly with the exception of the 
large print books which incorporates all types of 
books. Within each category, the books are 
alphabetized by author's name.  
 
When you return a book, please put it in the 
basket marked "Book Return or Donations".  
Shelving books can be difficult and often books 
are placed out of order and make it hard to find 
again. I want to replace the books and appreciate 
your desire to help but often it creates more work.  

 

  

 
 

  

February Birthdays 
 

In astrology, those born between February 1st 
and 18th are Water Bearers of Aquarius. 
Aquarians may be shy and quiet, but they are 
energetic, unique, and independent 
visionaries. They are often unemotional and 
intellectual, and they will pursue wisdom to the 
ends of the earth. Those born between 
February 19th and 28th are Pisces. Fish are 
compassionate, gentle, intuitive, and artistic. 
Known for their wisdom, Pisces are not 
judgmental and are very forgiving. They never 
hesitate to put others’ needs before their own. 
 

Billie Brock, February 1st 
Arthur Creamer, February 3rd 
Violet Dillion, February 5th 
Stephanie Pitner, February 9th 
Leon Hagopian, February 11th 
Martha Schaefer, February 13th 
Doris Edwards, February 14th 
Yvonne Kowalczyk, February 18th 
Gloria Soto, February 23rd 
Ellen Bromberg, February 25th 
Mary Kay Paonessa, February 25th 

 
Library News continued… 

 

The library is on the honor system. Take out a 
book and keep it until you have finished, then 
return it ASAP so that you do not forget to 
bring it back. Another reader may be waiting 
for this book. It would really be nice if each of 
us looked around right now to see if a book 
with "CC" on the bottom is in your apartment.  
That belongs to our library. Please return it, 
you can do this anonymously and we'll never 
know you forgot.      

 
 
 
 

  

Featured Resident by Shirley Riemer 
 

It was the most wildly 
celebrated day of the 
year in Hungary – St. 
Stephens Day, August 20 
– when Katalin Toth 
(“Kathy” to us) was born – 
amid wild festivities, 
fireworks and the almost 
deafening clanging of 
church bells, beginning at 

noon. And yes, it was at that very hour of noon that 
Kathy entered the world, to the sound of church 
bells pounding all across Hungary. 
      In 1944, after Kathy graduated from high 
school, the Soviets invaded Hungary, pillaging and 
raping. Kathy and her two sisters were drafted into 
the Hungarian army, never again to return to their 
hometown. 
      In 1945, Kathy and her sisters headed for 
Austria with their military cars and trucks, picking 
up along the way scores of civilians, all desperate 
to escape. But when the convoy of about 60 
people reached Passau, Hitler's Gestapo captured 
their military equipment and forced everyone onto 
a train in open cattle cars! 
     Meanwhile, the group had earlier “struck gold” 
at an abandoned cigarette factory, where they 
discovered a huge stash of cigarettes – part of 
which they used to bribe the train's engineer to 
take them south toward Bavaria, where they hoped 
to meet up with American occupation forces. 
     On the way, a thunderstorm erupted, soaking to 
the bone all the cattle cars' passengers. When the 
train finally stopped, they found themselves in the 
sunny and warm meadow of a Bavarian farming 
community. Everyone ran from the train to warm 
up and dry out. Then, as they were luxuriating in 
the warming sun, they stared in disbelief as low-
flying American planes strafed and shattered the 
cattle cars in which they had just been traveling! 
     That Bavarian farming hamlet became the 
groups' “home” for 15 months, sleeping sixteen-to-
a room, and with food limited to potatoes, 
cabbage, and berries – a diet of 300 calories per 
day. 
     Finally, in May 1945, American occupying 
units arrived. Daily rations increased to 600 
 

  

calories. As the American occupation troops 
pulled in, these Hungarians were amazed to 
observe that the very first action the 
Americans took after they got out of their army 
trucks was to begin to play ball! 
     In June 1946, Kathy's group returned to 
Hungary staying in Budapest until 1956, when 
Kathy was able to find a job and finish college 
at night school. 
     In 1955, her parents and brother were 
permitted to visit – the first time the three 
sisters had seen them in eleven years. The 
Communists promised job promotions if Kathy 
would join the Communist party. She refused. 
Spies were everywhere. People were arrested 
for being middle class. Everyone feared the 
AVH (secret police). What Kathy feared most 
was that they would discover that her father 
was an attorney, not the “farmer” she had 
reported him to be. (He had been sentenced 
to 19 months at hard labor in Ukraine for the 
“crime” of refusing to inform on his fellow 
attorneys, her brother had been similarly 
sentenced.) 
     The 1956 Hungarian revolution failed, and 
the Communist terror started up again, with 
doorbells ringing in the middle of the night. 
Kathy, with her sister, brother-in-law, a friend, 
and two children, bribed the driver of a big-rig 
to hide them in his load and drive them to the 
border. From there, they walked for two miles 
through heavily land-mined territory to a small 
Austrian town, where they slept on the floor of 
a school before going on to Vienna. There 
they found lodging for all except Kathy and a 
friend, who were finally permitted to sleep in 
the local jail for the night – “along with some 
friendly street-walkers,” as Kathy tells it. 
     Then it was on to Salzburg, by train to 
Bremerhaven, and ten days on a ship to New 
York. 
     Sponsored by a church in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, Kathy found a job there, 
cleaning large industrial lenses, for $1 per 
hour. Then came Yuba City in 1958, and 
finally Sacramento, where she worked as an 
Electronic Data Coordinator at Weinstock's 
department store – for 24 relatively uneventful 
years. 
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