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Activities Corner by Barbara Higley 
 

Our hot summer continues in August as we start 
the month with a fun Hawaiian Horse Race with 
special prizes on Friday, August 4th.  
     For those of you that enjoy the craft class with 
Tonya, please sign-up in advance for the 
Wednesday, August 16th class and enjoy 
creating a colorful Hawaiian craft that will carry 
the theme of the month.  
     It’s time to dust off the Hawaiian attire and get 
ready for a fun, festive, and colorful 
Hawaiian/Tahitian summer Luau! Mark your 
calendar for Friday, August 18th for this special 
event. The festive group Aloha Polynesia 
performance will include resident participation, 
photo opportunities, along with music and dance 
that will leave everyone with big smiles while 
sipping on the island drink. Guests are welcome 
we do ask that you let the office know in advance 
as space is limited. 
     For all you Bingo lovers, join us on 
Wednesday, August 30th for a special BIG In-
House Summer Bingo Game(s) with fun prizes. 
     We will end the month with a refreshing and 
flavorful Ice Cream social on Thursday, August 
31st. Could it be Banana Splits? New residents 
are encouraged to join us for this delicious treat 
and meet others. 
     A special shout out to Lorraine Day and Sue 
Erlich for all they do with our Sing Along 
Wednesday afternoons. The time and effort 
spent by these ladies dedicated to the activity 
does not go unnoticed and we sincerely 
appreciate all they do to add such success to the 
Sing Along. THANK YOU, ladies!  
 

Bible Study 
 

     Bob and Rosalie Vierra, our leaders, recently 
had a 6-week break and took a family vacation to 
Mexico where they conducted a Vacation Bible 
School for 400 children.  
     They will return on Tuesday, August 8th and 
resume our Bible Study where we will start a new 
series, a non-denomonational study on the 
Beattitudes. 
     We invite all residents and especially new 
residents who are not aware of our Bible Studies 
to come and join in.  
 
 
 

 

 

Important Telephone Numbers 
 

Office Hours – Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:30pm 
Saturday & Sunday 9:00am-5:00pm 

Office 929-3966 Fax 929-3627 
Barbara/Activities Office 929-6003 

Van/Transportation 468-3091 
Dining Room 921-5998 

Comfort Keepers 560-9100 
Police Non-Emergency 264-5471 

Emergency & Fire 911 
Comcast Cable 1-800-266-2278 

AT&T 1-800-310-2355 
Para Transit 429-2744 
Yellow Cab 444-2222 

 

Beauty Salon Jane Ma 223-9658 
Tuesday-Saturday 

Clean Touch Dry Cleaning 366-6666 
Pick-up & Drop-off Monday & Thursday 

 
Marketing Minutes by Deanna Brewer 
 

As you know we’re always working to plan 
exciting and interesting events for you. We 
have scheduled our Bingo Bonanza 
Extravaganza for Saturday, Sept. 23rd and will 
play Bingo for great prizes like Casino night. 
This will be our 5th annual event and to date we 
have raised $5,739 for Shriners Children’s 
Hospital. In addition to the Bingo prizes, I 
would love to have raffle prizes to give away at 
the end of the night. If you have any friends or 
family members that would like to contribute 
prizes for this event, please contact me. It can 
be for services or any items that would make a 
great raffle prizes.   
 
For those of you that have asked about my 
Fused Glass class…I plan to schedule two 
classes in October, so stay tuned for more 
details. I’ll have a beginers class for residents 
that haven’t taken the class and another one 
for returning residents.   
 
Don’t forget “Friends Make the Best 
Neighbors”. We have some great apartments 
available and would love for your friends to join 
us.  
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Christine’s Comments 
 

Last month I sat in on Cracker Barrel where resident 
Shirley Riemer presented us with a power point 
presentation on the Eclipse that will take place this 
month on August 21st. I was so impressed with Shirley’s 
presentation that I jumped on the bandwagon and got 
really excited about the Eclipse. This is a big deal! We 
have purchased the special sunglasses to wear while 
viewing the eclipse and we will sell them for $1. These 
glasses also have the date of August 21st on them so it’s 
something that you can hand down to your great-
grandchildren if you chose. In addition to this, I’ll be 
handing out Moon Pies to all residents that attend. I 
hope to see you there wearing our very cool 
commemorative glasses! 
 
As you may know already – by looking around – that our 
Luau is this month! Everything we do this month is 
based around Hawaii – the videos on Sunday the Fun 
Food Facts with Richard, Tonya’s Craft Class, a Special 
Horse Race on the 4th! So, dust off your coconuts and 
get ready for a fun afternoon on the 18th and then 
prepare yourself for a fabulous Hawaiian dinner a little 
early this evening starting at 4pm. 
 
I want to introduce your new food and dining committee: 
Mollie Burrows, Eileen Hyde, Annelise Nugent, Diane 
Pitter and Shirley Riemer. I’m looking for one more 
volunteer so if you’re interested, please let me know. 
 
Evening cook Trevor Staubb was offered a position at 
St. Francis Manor. This is not a sister community of 
Campus Commons or of the Ray Stone family, but 
Sodexo has been their food service company for many 
years. The change happened so fast that Trevor was not 
able to say goodbye. But I wanted you all to know that 
Trevor is doing well and we wish him well! 
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Campus Staff 
 

Christine Pesola 
Community Administrator 

campus-mgr@raystoneinc.com 
 

Deanna Brewer 
Marketing Director 

campus-md@raystoneinc.com 
 

Barbara Higley 
Activities Director 

campus-ad@raystoneinc.com 
 

Alena Rubanenko 
 Resident Relations 

campus-amd@raystoneinc.com 

 

Tonya Gutierrez-Ridolfi  
Transportation 

Activity Director Assistant 
 campus-rr@raystoneinc.com 

 

Chris Cook, Maintenance 
Donnie Terry, PT Maintenance  

  
Charlene Wickizer, Marcy Solis & 

Rick Comer, Housekeeping 
 

Shawn Asberry, Karen Schaefer & 
Thealise Wager, Evening Porters 

 

Richard Beyerl 
Chef/General Manager, Sodexo  
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8/21/17 Solar Eclipse  
by Shirley Riemer 
 

You are invited to a performance of “The Greatest 
Show on Earth,” coming to town. Every resident 
of Campus Commons will have a free pass to this 
show! 
     Starring in this big show are SUN, and MOON. 
That's right, we're going to watch as the Moon 
slowly moves into position, so as to blot out the 
Sun – in other words, we will view an eclipse of 
the sun. 
      Where will this performance be staged? 
Answer: right outside Campus Commons' front 
porch! 
     The date: Monday morning, August 21. 
Incidentally, you won't be able to see a repeat of 
this “Moon versus Sun” performance in our area 
until around 2392, which is 375 years from now! 
     This show will be watched by Americans all 
along the total eclipse path, which runs across 
the United States from Oregon to South Carolina. 
In Sacramento, which is not directly on that total 
eclipse path, we will nevertheless be able to 
watch the Moon eclipsing the Sun – almost 
totally. 
     The show will begin at 9:02 a.m., when the 
Moon will start creeping, ever so slowly, to cover 
up the Sun. By 10:17 a.m., the Moon will have 
hidden the Sun almost completely, and the sky 
will look just about as black as you would expect 
it to appear at ten o'clock at night, without a moon 
– except that a small sliver of the Sun will remain 
visible. 
      For a few minutes, in all the localities along 
the United States’ total eclipse path, onlookers 
will experience what will look like a totally dark 
night. What a memorable few moments! 
     Sorry, but now we're going to reveal how the 
show's story ends. Sun wins! Moon is 
vanquished! By 11:39 a.m., we'll find the Sun out 
there shining again, bright as ever, down on us 
earthlings!  
     Yea, our Sun is back! No more Moon! End of 
show. Applause. 
      Caution: We must all recognize one risk 
related to this August 21st event. That risk is this: 
     It's a dire danger to look at the sun without 
wearing specially filtered glasses! 
 

 

  

August Birthdays 
 

In astrology, those born between August 1–22  
are Leo’s Lions. Lions are the “kings” of the 
zodiac: dramatic, ambitious, confident, and 
hard to resist. Leos are also generous and 
loyal, putting both their family and friends first. 
Those born between August 23–31 are Virgos. 
Detail-oriented Virgos have a deep sense  
of humanity, a trait that makes them careful, 
tender, and practical. Since all that attention  
to detail is put into the service of others,  
Virgos make perfect humanitarians. 
 
Faye Synhorst, August 1st 
Ruth Baker, August 6th 
Cece Neeley, August 9th 
Ron Rasmussen, August 17th 
Katalin Toth, August 20th 
Nat Linenberger, August 27th 
Goldie Ramos, August 27th 
Dick Millin, August 31st 
Eleanor Witter, August 31st 
 
      
     Campus Commons has ordered 50 of these 
specially filtered glasses and will sell for $1 to 
any sun-gawking resident who wishes to view 
the eclipse.   
     Another caution: Do not view the sun 
while wearing sunglasses! Looking at the 
sun through sunglasses can damage your 
eyes irreparably. Use only the specially filtered 
glasses that you can obtain from the office.  
Also: Do not look at the sun through your 
camera lens! 
     So! See you on Monday morning, August 
21st. Enjoy the show! 
 

  

This Month’s Featured Resident: 
Joan McGee by Shirley Riemer 
 

     One day, just 
before Joanne 
McGee was to be 
married, she saw for 
the first time her 
official baptism 
record, which 
showed her 
christened name to 
be “Joan.” At twenty 
years old, she had 
never once been 
called by that name. She had always been 
“Joanne.” To this day, she is still listed as “Joan” 
on certain official documents like her marriage 
license and her bank account. Here at Campus 
Commons, she's “Joanne.” 
     Joanne was the seventh child in a Spaulding, 
Nebraska family which would grow to thirteen 
members – two parents and eleven children.  
     Her story begins in 1941 when her father, 
working for the WPA, was having a rough time 
supporting this large family. However, the oldest 
child, Donald, age 20, who had gone off to 
Sacramento as a student at City College, wrote 
home with some good news. There are jobs here 
in Sacramento, he wrote. This is a good place to 
live. Why don't you all move out here?  
     Joanne's parents agreed to the idea, but they 
worried. How could they ever pay for such a big 
move? Like magic, good fortune struck! 
Joanne's father received a huge inheritance – 
$600! (Readers, please think back – $600 was 
truly “big money” in 1941!) 
     And, happy day, that $600 could buy a pick-
up truck – to transport a family of twelve to 
Sacramento. Packing up children and 
necessities, the family departed. 
     Imagine that two-week journey in a pickup 
truck: In the cab sat Joanne's mother, father, and 
16-year-old sister. The bed of the truck was filled 
with pillows, blankets, food, games, toys – and 
nine children. Little Bernard was only six-months 
old. (And his mother was still nursing!)  
      
           
 

 

  

     With a tarp thrown over the top of the truck 
bed, day after day the children invented their 
own entertainment, as they bumped along in 
their tightly packed little den. 
     Along the way, the family picked up food, 
but they always got out of the truck at dinner 
time.  
     Joanne remembers stopping every night at  
what was then called a “cabin camp.” She 
remembers “tiny houses,” each with a sleeping  
room and a kitchen area. Her mother, father, 
and five children slept in the cabin. The other 
children slept in the truck. A major project 
every night was to wash baby Bernard's 
diapers and hang them up to dry. Joanne 
recalls the journey fondly – having all her 
siblings around her, enjoying one another. 
     When the family reached Sacramento, son 
Donald helped acclimate them to the city, and 
Joanne's father found a job with Southern 
Pacific.  
     During those early years in Sacramento, 
Joanne was kept busy with family 
responsibilities – especially given that the 
family's eleventh child, Michael, was born 
three years after their arrival. Joanne's jobs 
were to diaper the baby, wash dishes, make 
beds, and care for the younger children.  
      Joanne learned well the art of sharing. The 
family owned one bicycle. It was Joanne's turn 
to ride it on Wednesdays. And as for the roller 
skates, shared by five girls, it was Joanne's 
turn to skate on Fridays. And the doll? All five 
girls pampered that one doll equally.  
     Joanne's lessons in shared responsibilities 
followed her. She spent twenty-seven years 
working at DMV, yet she continued to practice 
her skills in raising her own four children, who 
in turn gave her four grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. Just like the old days – 
practicing what her busy life had taught her. 

 
 

 

 

August 2017 


