
 
  

Campus Commons 

 

July’s Featured 
Resident  
by Shirley Riemer 
 

     Some of us may 
already know Nat 
Linenberger as a 
fellow resident here at 
Campus Commons.  
It's a good bet, 
though, that there's plenty we don't know about 
him. 
     Born in 1930 in Hays, Kansas, Nat began his 
college education, with an emphasis in 
engineering, before joining the Navy, where he 
received training in aviation electronics, drone 
squadrons, and flying. Following his service in 
the Navy, he continued with college work, 
switching to a business major. 
     He joined Mobil Oil, as an accountant, living in 
Dallas where he, his wife and four children lived 
for 35 years. After Nat retired, Nat and his wife 
moved to the mountains of Colorado.  
      Nat was a sickly child. His parents, hoping to 
put some color into his cheeks, arranged for their 
six-year-old son to spend the summer in fresh air 
and sunshine – on the wheat farm of his 
maternal grandparents, near Gorham, Kansas. 
     During that first summer, young Nat, wearing 
those typical farmhand overalls, began “working 
on the farm.” Wisely, his family chose an age-
appropriate first chore for the new “farmhand.” 
Every afternoon, he was to take his uncle Fritz by 
the hand – a man who was nearly blind – to 
guide him out to pasture and help him bring in 
the milk cows so that Fritz could perform his 
milking duties. It would have been treacherous 
for sight-impaired Fritz to walk that route alone, 
mostly because of the “buffalo wallows” that 
could cause him to stumble. (These were the 
shallow holes commonly found on American 
prairie flatlands – large depressions that 
collected water and debris.) 
     So there was Nat, a six-year-old kid, 
“working” every day with the farmers and hired 
hands who, he noticed, managed to get very 
dirty in the course of performing their farm duties!  

 

 

He saw that when those grownup farmhands 
became smeared with grease and grime, they 
wiped their hands off on their overalls. But Nat 
felt out of place – his overalls were always 
clean! 
     Therefore, when no one was looking, Nat 
would find a way to get some grease or dirt on 
his hands, then wipe his hands on the bib of 
his overalls. That way, young Nat could feel 
more like a real, down-and-dirty farmhand!  
     For twelve consecutive summers, Nat 
worked on that Kansas farm. In those twelve 
summers, he learned to use farming tools. He 
milked the cows. He kept to his duty of 
watering the saplings. He dug up potatoes 
(before the machines took over). He fed the 
horses. He slaughtered chickens. He gathered 
the hens' eggs. He lugged pails of slop to the 
farm's 200 hogs. He patched broken fences.  
He drove the tractor – and he even pulled the 
combine. 
     By age twenty-one, robust in health, and 
full of practical know-how, Nat was ready to 
move on – to join the Navy. But this rugged, 
outdoors-trained young man faced a problem 
– the boot camp's swimming test. Nat couldn't 
swim! He had never had a swimming lesson.  
     What to do? Show up for the test? Or not 
even try? Nat showed up, and the test went 
like this: He dropped to the bottom of the pool, 
then walked, under water, to the far end. Then, 
drawing another breath, he went down under 
again, and walked back the length of the pool. 
      Nat passed! And he went on to serve in 
the Navy for four years. 
     And so we're left to wonder whether brief 
observations like these, about a boy from 
Kansas, might speak to the raw energy and 
ingenuity that became part of growing up in 
the first half of twentieth century America. 
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Christine’s Comments 
 

Shirley Moore gave me an article last month that her 
great-grandson, Wyatt Wilson wrote at age 12. He 
turned 13 in May. I saved it for this month as I felt it 
was perfect for July and it knocked on my heart 
because my own son is serving in the United States 
Marine Corps. Look inside for the article. 
 
We are very excited to have Richard as our new Chef 
and General Manager of dining services. He and his 
team did an incredible job at our Casino Night and the 
Father’s Day BBQ, and he will do the same, I’m sure, 
with the upcoming Summertime Tea this month. 
Richard also does Fun Food Facts each month as well. 
Be sure and look on your calendar for the next one.  
 
A special thank you to Billie Brock, Christa 
Henkelmann, Nancy Millin & Virginia Sawyer who 
served on the Food & Dining Committee the past six 
months. I have a new group coming in this month and 
we’re looking forward to continuing to provide you with 
an excellent dining experience. 
 
Two new washing machines were installed last month; 
one on the first floor by the beauty salon and one on 
the third floor by apartment 334. These washing 
machines are fast and easy to use. As a reminder, 
please DO NOT pry open the lids on any of the 
washing machines until they unlock on their own. When 
you pry them open, they break causing frustration for 
everyone. Please be patient and wait for the cycle to 
finish. In addition, please DO NOT wash pet bedding in 
the machines. These items should be taken to an 
outside laundromat. 
 
Look for your housekeeping notices this month 
regarding the 4th of July holiday and altered schedules. 
Your housekeeper should be giving your notice to you 
one week before the holiday.  
 
Happy July everyone! 
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Campus Staff 
 

Christine Pesola 
Community Administrator 

campus-mgr@raystoneinc.com 
 

Deanna Brewer 
Marketing Director 

campus-md@raystoneinc.com 
 

Barbara Higley 
Activities Director 

campus-ad@raystoneinc.com 
 

Alena Rubanenko 
 Resident Relations 

campus-amd@raystoneinc.com 

 

Tonya Gutierrez-Ridolfi  
Activity Director Assistant 

Transportation 
 Resident Relations 

campus-rr@raystoneinc.com 

 

Ken Skarg, Wednesday Outings 
 

Chris Cook, Maintenance  
  

Charlene Wickizer, Marcy Solis & 
Rick Comer, Housekeeping 

 

Shawn Asberry, Karen Schaefer 
& Tom Combo, Evening Porters 

 

Richard Beyerl 
Chef/General Manager, Sodexo  
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Activities Corner by Barbara Higley 
 

Residents will have the opportunity to attend a 
Self-Defense class presented by Tom Avenell 
(our Friday exercise instructor) on Thursday, 
July 6th at 10:00 a.m. in the Cabaret Lounge. 
Tom will provide valuable information and 
techniques to help you protect yourself should 
you ever be faced with an uncomfortable 
situation. We all agree the ever-changing world of 
today requires all of us to be vigilant and aware 
of our surroundings and informed. Be sure and 
mark your calendar and plan to attend this 
informative class. 
  
Dr. Hague, the podiatrist, visits Campus 
Commons every 6 to 8 weeks. New patients are 
asked to provide a copy of your Medicare and/or 
insurance card at the time you sign up. We will 
be happy to make a copy for you in the office that 
you can give to him at your scheduled 
appointment. Please note that the sign-up 
sheet for his services is now located in the 
Doctor appointment binder under Podiatrist.  
Dr. Hague’s next visit is scheduled for Monday, 
July 10th at 1:00 p.m. in the Beauty Salon. 
 
Ladies of Campus Commons and guest are 
invited to attend a cool fun Summer Tea on 
Saturday, July 15th in the Cabaret Lounge at 
2:00 p.m. The afternoon will be filled with a 
“delightful” food demonstration with Chef Richard 
and beautiful violin music with Antonio, refreshing 
beverages and delicious desserts along with a 
fun raffle. Ladies, feel free to wear a favorite hat 
for the occasion and you’ll receive a raffle ticket 
for a special drawing. 
 
Effective this month the Low Impact exercise 
classes will be offered at 3:30 in place of 3:15 on 
Tuesday’s, Thursday’s and Saturday’s to better 
serve our residents. Please be sure and review 
your monthly calendar.  
 

Also, the Craft Class will be offered once in July 
and is scheduled for Wednesday, July 19th at 
10:00 a.m. We have noticed the number of 
residents signed up for the class and do not 
attend has become a concern.  

  

July Birthdays 
 

In astrology, those born between July 1–22  
are Cancer’s Crabs. Kind and protective,  
Crabs love to nurture others. While they  
may be emotional, they are never soft. 
Cancers are tenacious in their pursuit of 
harmony at home and in the workplace.  
Those born between July 23–31 are Leo’s  
Lions. Lions are the “kings” of the zodiac: 
dramatic, ambitious, confident, and hard  
to resist. Leos are also generous and loyal, 
putting both their family and friends first. 
 

Brenda Stout, July 3rd 

Theresa Stump, July 3rd 
Dorothy Farro, July 6th 
Harold Gladstone, July 14th 

Yvonne Oliveira, July 21st 
Jane Johnson, July 24th 

Eileen Hyde, July 27th 
Virginia Johnson, July 30th 
 

Activities Corner continued… 
 

Tonya purchases supplies based on the 
number of residents signed up and when 
residents do not attend, it becomes an 
additional expense to the Activity Program. 
Some of you mentioned that a morning class 
would be preferred, so we have made the 
adjustment in hopes you are able to attend.  
  
Our second Ice Cream Social this summer will 
be Thursday, July 20th at 2:00 p.m. in the 
Cabaret Lounge – come and indulge with us!  

 

This summer the Ray Stone Senior 
Communities will Walk Across America! We 
will track all participants steps, have fun happy 
hours and dinners at specific goal destinations. 
If you missed the meeting on June 22nd, stop 
by the office to get more information.  

 
 

 The America I 
Believe In  
by Wyatt Wilson 

 

As Wendell Willkie once 
said “I believe in 
America because we 
have great dreams and because we have the 
opportunity to make those dreams come true.” 
Wendell Willkie was a presidential candidate in 
1940. The America I believe in is full of choices 
and many freedoms. If you think about it, it’s 
pretty amazing how we have soldiers fighting 
and dying so we can be free and have the rights 
that we have. 
 
I love living in America because I am free to do 
lots of things. I can dream and set goals. I can 
live those dreams and achieve those goals 
whenever, wherever, and however I want. I can 
own a store, swim, run, and jump. In China, they 
limit what you know. They don’t let you listen to 
some types of music. 
 
The second amendment states that “A well-
regulated Militia, being necessary to the security 
of a free State, the right of the people to keep 
and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” People 
are starting to want firearms taken away. They 
want them to be taken away because of all the 
shootings in schools and everywhere in the U.S. 
 
In my future, I am thinking about joining the 
military to serve in the Marine Corps. The reason 
I want to serve is because I feel that this is the 
best way to give back what my country has given 
to me. I think that we have fought too many wars 
and have lost a lot of soldiers. 
 
I like America’s government because it is a 
democracy instead of a dictatorship. A 
dictatorship is the worst kind of government 
because the people who are in charge get to 
decide for the people. What I like about our 
democracy is the fact that we have the right to 
vote for what we want. 

 
Those are the reasons that I believe in America. 

 
 

  

Important Telephone Numbers 
 

Office Hours – Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:30pm 
Saturday & Sunday 9:00am-5:00pm 

Office 929-3966 Fax 929-3627 
Barbara/Activities Office 929-6003 

Van/Transportation 468-3091 
Dining Room 921-5998 

Comfort Keepers 560-9100 
Police Non-Emergency 264-5471 

Emergency & Fire 911 
Comcast Cable 1-800-266-2278 

AT&T 1-800-310-2355 
Para Transit 429-2744 
Yellow Cab 444-2222 

 
 

Marketing Minutes by Deanna 

Brewer 
 

We sure started our hot summer with a bang 
at the Campus Commons Casino night. We’ve 
received so many wonderful comments about 
how much you enjoyed this event. We love it 
as well! This year we had over 105 people join 
the party.   
 

In the next few months, we have some other 
big events planned. On July 15th, we’ll have a 
Southern Style Summertime Tea. This would 
be a great time to invite your friends. Please 
RSVP to the office for any guests that would 
like to attend. Each resident that brings a 
friend will receive a raffle ticket for a special 
drawing held that day.  
  
On August 18th, you’ll want to break out your 
grass skirts and coconuts for our Hawaiian 
Luau featuring the dance group “Aloha 
Polynesia”. Another fan favorite is our Bingo 
Bonanza Extravaganza on September 23rd. 
We’ll have a spaghetti dinner, play Bingo and 
raise money for Shriner’s Hospital. In the past 
4 years, we have already raised over $5,700. 
 
Please welcome Sarah L. who moved in late 
June and Judith G. this month! 
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